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TO  HIS 

ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

Prince  WILLIAM - HENRY. 
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T HE  following  Work  is  the  fruit 
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of  feveral  years  labour  employed  in 
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the  Public  Sendee,  chiefly  under  that 
great  and  fuccefsful  Admiral,  Lord 
Rodney,  in  a feries  of  Naval  Opera- 
tions, which  have  been  productive  of 
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events  more  glorious  than  any  re- 
corded in  the  Annals  of  Britain.  As 
your  Royal  Highnefs  was  prefent  du- 
ring fome  part  of  the  fervice  which  is 
the  fubjed  of  thefe  Obfervations,  and 
as  You  have  not  only  honoured  the 
Sea  Service  by  embracing  it  as  a pro- 
feffion,  and  enrolling  your  illuftrious 
Name  among  its  officers,  but  in  un- 
dergoing the  dangers  and  fatigues  of 
actual  fervice,  which  is  fo  neceffary  to 
attain  that  pra&ical  Skill  which  Your 
Royal  Highnefs  is  well  known  to  pof- 
fefs,  I have,  upon  thefe  grounds,  pre- 
fumed to  lay  this  Work  at  Your  feet. 
I fhould  do  this  with  greater  fatisfac- 

tion, 


/ 


DEDICATION.  iii 

tion,  were  it  more  worthy  of  Your  ac- 
ceptance ; but  however  inadequate  my 
abilities  may  have  been  to  the  talk, 
it  has  been  my  fincere  aim  to  produce 
a work  of  fome  utility  to  that  only 
Bulwark  of  our  Country,  the  Britifh 
Navy,  of  which  your  Royal  Highnefs 
is  the  Pride  and  the  Hope. 

Your  Royal  Highnefs ’s  PermiBion 
to  infcribe  this  work  to  You,  and 
the  perfonal  Notice  and  Prote&ion 
with  which  you  have  been  pleafed  to 
honour  me,  I conBder  as  the  firfl 
Diftin&ions  of  my  life,  and  of  which 
I fhall  ever  entertain  a becoming 
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fenfe,  by  cherifhing  thofe  indelible 
fentiments  of  RefpeQ:,  Gratitude,  and 
Attachment,  which  are  due  to  Your 
Royal  Highnefs  from 


Your  Royal  Highnefs’ s 
Mod;  faithful, 


Mod:  obedient,  and 
Mod  devoted  Servant, 


GILBERT  BLANE. 


London', 
May  i)  17 85. 
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PREFACE. 


Having  been  appointed  by  Lord  Rodney 
Phyfician  to  the  Fleet  under  his  command, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1780,  I deter- 
mined to  avail  myfelf,  to  the  utmoft  of  my 
abilities,  of  the  advantages  which  this  field 
of  obfervation  afforded.  This  I was  led  to 
do,  in  order  to  fatisfy  my  own  mind  as  a 
matter  of  duty,  as  well  as  to  find  out,  if 
poffible,  the  means  of  bettering  the  condi- 
tion of  a clafs  of  men,  who  are  the  bul- 
wark of  the  ftate,  but  whofe  lot  is  hardfhip 
and  difeafe,  above  that  of  all  others. 
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A fleet,  confifting  feldom  of  lefs  than 
twenty  (hips  of  the  line  of  battle,  and 
fometimes  exceeding  forty,  which  I attended 
in  the  different,  fcenes  of  a&ive  fervice  in 
that  diftant  and  unhealthy  region,  for  more 
than  three  years,  has  afforded  me  opportu- 
nities of  making  obfervations  upon  a large 
fcale. 

My  objeft  has  been  prevention  as  much  as 
cure ; and  as  the  former  muft  more  particu- 
larly depend  on  a knowledge  of  the  external 
caufes  of  difeafe,  I have  collected  and  ar- 
ranged all  the  fa£ls  upon  this  fubjeft  that 
came  within  my  reach,  confidering  thefe  as 
the  only  grounds  from  whence  the  remote 
caufes  of  health  and  ficknefs  could  be  de-> 
duced. 

When  I entered  upon  my  employment,  the 
Commander  in  Chief  gave  an  order,  that 
every  furgeon  in  the  fleet  (hould  fend  me  a 
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monthly  return,  dating  the  degree  of  pre- 
valence of  different  difeafes,  the  mortality, 
and  whatever  elfe  related  to  the  health  of 
the  refpe&ive  fhips.  This  was  done  with 
aview  to  enable  me  to  regulate  the  reception 
of  men  into  hofpitals,  'fo  that  each  fhip 
might  have  a due  proportion  of  relief,  ac- 
cording to  the  degree  of  ficknefs  on  board, 
taking  care  at  the  fame  time  that  the  hofjpi- 
tals  fhould  not  be  overcrowded  ; and  alfo 
to  acquaint  the  Commander  in  Chief,  from 
time  to  time,  of  the  date  of  ficknefs,  or 
the  predominance  of  particular  difeafes,  in 
order  to  recommend  fuch  articles  of  diet, 
or  other  means,  as  might  tend  to  cure  them, 
or  to  check  their  progrefs.  Thefe  returns 
have  feryed  alfo  in  this  work  as  a method 
of  colle£ting  a multitude  of  well-edablifhed 
facts,  tending  to  afcertain  the  caufes  and 
courfe  of  difeafe, 
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While  the  fleet  was  in  port,  I alfo  fuper- 
intended  and  vifited  daily  the  hofpitals,  of 
which  there  is  one  at  almoft  every  ifland  on 
the  ftation  ; and  having  kept  an  account  of 
the  different  kinds  of  difeafe  that  were  ad- 
mitted, and  of  their  mortality,  I have  in 
this  way  likewife  been  furnifhed  with  a 
number  of  fads  that  may  throw  light  on 
the  hiflory  of  human  maladies. 


Neverthelefs,  I do  not  boafl  of  having 
made  great  difeoveries  ; and  every  perfon  of 
a corred  judgement  muff  be  aware  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  to  ascertain  truths,  and  to  draw 
fair  and  folid  inferences,  on  medical  fub- 
jeds.  I have  attempted  little  more  than  to 
amafs,  from  my  own  obfervation,  and  by 
the  afliftance  of  the  furgeons  of  the  fleet,  a 
number  of  well-eflablifhed  fads,  and  to  ar- 
range them  in  fuch  a methodical  manner,  as 
to  prove  a groundwork  for  invefligaiion  ; 
and  I am  perfuaded  that  others,  of  more 
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fagacity  and  enlarged  knowledge  than  my- 
felf,  may  be  able  to  deduce  from  them,  ob- 
fervations  that  may  have  efcaped  me,  efpe- 
cially  if  thefe  new,  but  imperfect,  attempts 
fhould  come  to  be  compared  with  fimilar 
ones  that  may  be  made  by  other  obfervers  in 
other  climates,  and  in  other  circymftances 
of  fervice. 

I met  with  feveral  obftacles  in  inftituting 
inquiries,  purely  medical,  to  the  extent  I 
Could  have  wilhed.  There  is,  in  the  firft 
place,  from  the  nature  of  the  fubjett,  a 
great  difficulty  attending  all  praflical  inqui- 
ries in  medicine  ; for,  in  order  to  afcertain 
truth,  in  a manner  that  is  fatisfa&ory  to 
a mind  habituated  to  chafte  inveftigation, 
there  muft  be  a feries  of  patient  and  atten- 
tive obfervations  upon  a great  number  of 
cafes,  and  the  different  trials  muft  be  va- 
ried, weighed,  and  compared,  in  order  to 

form 
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form  a proper  eftimate  of  the  real  efficacy  of 

different  remedies  and  modes  of  treatment. 

* * • A I- 

But  befides  this  difficulty  belonging  to 
the  nature  of  the  fubjedt,  there  were  others 
connected  with  the  nature  of  the  fervice ; 
for  the  hofpitals  were  at  times  fo  inade- 
quate in  point  of  fize,  and  fo  ill  provided 
with  neceflary  articles  and  accommodations, 
particularly  during  the  firfl  part  of  my  at- 
tendance, that  my  principal  care  was  to  re- 
medy thefe  defedfs  by  proper  fuperinten- 
dance  and  reprefentation. 

A due  attention  to  air,  diet,  and  cleanli- 
nefs,  is  not  only  more  effential  than  mere 
medical  treatment,  but  the  fick  cannot  be 
confidered  as  fit  fubjedls  for  evincing  the 
powers  of  medicine  till  they  are  properly 
provided  for  in  thefe  refpedts.  Thefe  in- 
conveniences were  owing,  in  a great  mea- 
fure,  to  the  unufual  extent  of  the  fervice ; 
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for  there  was  a much  greater  naval  force  in 
thofe  feas,  at  this  period,  than  was  ever 
before  known,  and  there  was  of  courfe  a 
proportional  want  of  accommodation  for 
the  fick.  Towards  the  end  of  the  war 
thefe  difficulties  were  much  obviated,  fo 
that  a fairer  field  of  obfervation  prefented 
itfelf. 

Another  obfiacle  to  my  pra&ical  inqui- 
ries was,  that  the  fleets  I belonged  to  fel- 
dom  remained  more  than  fix  weeks  or  two 

K 

months  at  any  one  place,  fo  that  any  feries 
of  obfervations  that  might  have  been  infti- 
tuted  was  interrupted,  and  I was  in  a great 
degree  deprived  of  the  fruits  of  them,  by 
not  feeing  the'event  of  cafes  under  my 
management. 

The  peace  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1 783 
put  an  end  to  all  my  inquiries,  and  particu- 
larly prevented  me  from  following  out  fome 
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practical  refearches.  1 have  ventured,  how- 
ever, in  one  part  of  this  work,  to  give  the 
refult  of  my  experience  in  fome  difeafes, 
more  efpecially  fuch  as  are  peculiar  to  the 
climate  and  mode  of  life. 

Upon  the  whole,  I have,  in  the  following 
work,  humbly  attempted  to  follow  what  I 
conceive  to  be  the  only  true  method  of  cul- 
tivating any  practical  art,  that  is,  to  colledt 
and  compare  a great  number  of  faCts.  A 
few  individual  cafes  are  not  to  be  relied  on 
as  a foundation  of  general  reafoning,  the 
deductions  from  them  being  inconclufive 
and  fallacious,  and  they  are  liable  to  be 
turned  and  glofled,  according  as  the  mind 
of  the  obfetver  may  be  biaffed  by  a favou- 
rite prepofleHion  or  hypothecs.  It  has  been 
my  ftudy  to  exhibit  a rigid  tranfcript  of 
truth  and  nature  upon  a large  fcale,  and  to 
take  the  average  of  numberlefs  particular 
faCts,  to  ferve  as  a groundwork  for  obfer- 

vation  ; 


* 

P R E F ACE.  xiii 

vation ; and  I have  endeavoured  to  analyfe 
and  collate  thefe  fa&s,  by  throwing  the 
monthly  returns  that  were  made  to  me  into 
the  form  of  Tables,  as  the  mofl  certain 
and  compendious  way  for  finding  their  ge- 
neral refult.  If  the  materials  are  not  fuffi- 
ciently  ample,  or  if  the  method  Ihould  be 
found  faulty  and  imperfeft,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, that  I had  no  example  to  go  by  in 
this  field  of  obfervation.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted, that  ages  have  palled  without  any 
attempts  being  made  to  tranfmit  regular  re- 
cords of  this  kind  to  polferity.  It  would 
not  only  be  extremely  curious,  as  a piece 
of  natural  knowledge,  but  would  conduce 
greatly  to  medical  improvement  and  public 
utility,  were  we  pofleffed  of  fuch  informa- 
tion concerning  the  caufes  and  nature  of 
the  difeafes  prevailing  at  fea,  in  various  cir- 
cumllances  of  weather,  climate,  and  diet, 
in  remote  ages  and  countries,  or  even  in 
our  own  age  and  country,  as  might  enable 
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us  to  compare  them  with  prefent  fa£ts,  and 
to  afcertain  more  precifely  the  means  of 
preventing  and  removing  fuch  difeafes. 

The  favourable  reception  which  the  firfl 
edition  of  this  work  has  met  with,  renders 
it  neceffary  to  offer  another  to  the  Public ; 
and  though  no  new  opportunities  have  oc- 
curred of  making  additional  obfervations  in 
the  naval  fervice,  I have  endeavoured,  du- 
ring the  laft  two  years,  from  a pretty  exten- 
five  experience  in  a large  hofpital,  and  from 
private  practice,  to  add  fome  new  informa- 
tion on  fome  pra&ical  points  ; and  I hope 
this  edition  will  be  found  throughout  more 
full  and  corrett  than  the  former. 

The  method  I propofe  to  follow  in  this 
work,  is,  Firft,  to  deliver  the  hiflory  of 
the  different  voyages  and  expeditions,  fo  far 
as  relates  to  health,  giving  an  account  of 
the  prevalence  and  nature  of  the  difeafes 

and 
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and  mortality  on  board  of  (hips  and  in  hos- 
pitals. 

Secondly,  To  deduce,  from  observations 
founded  on  thefe  fadls,  and  alfo  from  the 
former  experience  of  others,  the  caufes  of 
ficknefs  in  fleets,  and  the  means  of  pre- 
vention. 

« 

Thirdly,  To  deliver  Some  practical  obser- 
vations on  the  cure  of  the  moft  common 
difeafes  incident  to  fleets,  particularly  in  hot 
climates. 
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PART  I. 

BOOK  I. 

Comprehending  the  Medical  Hist ory 
of  the  Fleet,  from  March,  1780,  till 
Auguft,  1781. 

CHAP.  I. 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet 

from  March,  1780,  till  July  following. Five 

Ships  of  the  Line  arrive  at  Barbadoes  from  Europe  in 
March  — Join  a large  Squadron  then  on  that  Station 
— Their  Health  compared  — Engagements  with  the 
Enemy  in  April  and  May  producing  Hardfhip  and  Ex- 
pofure,  but  little  Increafe  of  Sicknefs  — Method  of 
colledting  the  Returns  of  the  Surgeons — Influence  of 
■Situation  upon  Health  in  Harbours  — Courfe  of  the 
Seafons,  and  Temperature  of  the  Weft  Indies  — The 
Fleet  reinforced  in  June  and  July  with  Ships  from 
England  and  North  America  — Their  Health. 

During  the  war,  which  broke  out 
with  France  in  1778,  and  with  Spain  in 
1 779 » the  Weft  Indies  w’as  the  principal 
ieat  of  naval  operations,  and  much  greater 
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fleets  were  then  employed  in  that  quarter  of 
the  world  than  in  any  former  period. 

Though  there  had  been  a great  fquadron 
on  the  Caribbee  flation  during  the  greater 
part  of  1779,  no  phylician  was  appointed 
to  it  till  the  beginning  of  the  next  year, 
when  I arrived  there  in  that  character  with 
my  friend  and  prote&or,  Lord  Rodney. 

There  were  then  fixteen  fhips  of  the  line 
on  that  flation,  mofl  of  which  had  been 
upwards  of  twelve  months  in  the  climate  ; 
and  they  were  reinforced  at  this  time  by  five 
more  from  England. 

The  fquadron  which  we  found  on  the 
flation  was  then  extremely  healthy,  and  in 
feveral  of  the  (hips  there  was  not  a man 
unfit  for  duty.  We  were  told,  however, 
that  they  had  all  been  fubjeft  to  ficknefs, 
particularly  to  the  dyfentery,  foon  after 
their  arrival  in  that  climate.  Of  the  five 
with  which  the  fleet  was  at  this  time  rein- 
forced, all  but  the  Intrepid  left  England 
at  Chrifimas,  making  part  of  the  fquadron 

which 
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which  effected  the  firft  relief  of  Gibraltar, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Rodney,  who 
continued  his  route  to  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
'order  to  take  the  command  on  the  Wind- 
ward Ration,  where  he  arrived  on  the  1 6th. 
of  March.  The  Intrepid  had  arrived  with 
a convoy  the  day  before.  Thefe  five  fliips 
were  all  pretty  healthy  on  their  paflage,  ex- 
cept the  Sandwich  and  Terrible,  in  which 
a fever  prevailed  ; but  they  had  almoft  re- 
covered from  it  before  they  arrived  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  A dyfentery  broke  out  in 
April  in  all  the  {hips  newly  arrived,  and  it 
prevailed  to  the  g reate  ft  degree  in  thole 
which  had  been  moft  affected  with  fevers 
in  Lurope,  namely,  jn  the  Terrible  and 
Intrepid.  The  Sandwich  and  Ajax  were 
,alfo  affected,  though  in  a lefs  degree  ; but 
ihe  Montagu,  though  this  was  her  firft: 
voyage,  and  though  fhe  was  juft  off  the 
ftocks,  had  been  the  moft  healthy  of  any 
.of  them  from  the  time  of  leaving  England, 
and  continued  fo  during  all  this  campaign. 

I have  not  obferved  that  new  fhips  are  more 
unhealthy  than  others,  unlefs  they  are  built 
°f  ‘U-fcafoned  timber;  and  they  have  this 
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advantage,  that  there  is  no  previous  infec- 
tion adhering  to  them.  What  may  have 
contributed  alfo  to  the  fuperior  health  of 
the  Montagu,  was  the  precaution  that  was 
taken  when  this  fhip  was  firft  manned  and 
fitted  out,  of  Gripping  and  wafhing  the 
men  that  were  brought  from  the  guardfhip 
to  complete  the  crew. 

The  Intrepid,  w’hile  in  England,  had  been 
afflicted  with  fevers  to  a moft  uncommon 
degree  ; for,  being  one  of  the  fleet  in  the 
Channel  cruize  the  year  before,  almoft  the 
whole  crew  either  died  at  fea,  or  were  fent 
to  the  hofpital  upon  arriving  at  Portfmouth. 
This  fhip,  after  refitting,  was  pretty  heal- 
thy for  a little  time;  but,  probably  from 
the  operation  of  the  old  adhering  infection, 
flhe  became  extremely  iickly  immediately 
after  joining  our  fleet,  and  fent  two  hundred 
men  to  the  hofpital  the  firft  two  months 
after  arriving  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Moft  of 
thefe  were  ill  of  the  dyfentery. 

The  Pegafus  frigate  arrived  with  the  fhips 
from  Gibraltar,  and  we  have  here  an  in- 
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flance  of  the  fuperior  health  commonly  en- 
joyed by  this  clafs  of  (hips  over  (hips  of 
the  line  ; for  when  (he  was  difpatched  to 
England  in  the  end  of  April,  there  had  not 
been  a man  taken  ill  from  the  time  of  her 
arrival  on  the  ftation. 

This  feafon  was  a very  a&jve  one  in  the 
operations  of  war  ; for,  beftdes  the  general 
battle  of  the  17th  of  April,  there  were  two 
partial  a£lions  in  May  ; and,  from  the  15th 
of  the  former  month  till  the  20th  of  the 
latter,  our  fleet  was  conftantly  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy’s,  except  for  a few  days  that  it 
was  refitting  at  St.  Lucia  after  the  firft  bat- 
tle. This  wras  extremely  harrafting  to  the 
men,  not  only  from  the  inceflant  labour  ne- 
cefl'ary  in  the  evolutions  of  the  fleet,  but  by 
their  being  conftantly  at  quarters  with  the 
(hips  clear  for  atftion  ; for,  in  that  (ituation, 
they  had  nothing  to  deep  upon  but  the  bare 
decks,  the  hammocks  and  bedding  being 
removed  from  between  decks,  where  they 
might  embarrafs  the  men  in  fighting,  and 
they  become  ufeful  on  the  quarter  deck,  by 
ferving  to  barricade  the  (hip,  which  is  done 
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by  placing  them  in  ranges  on  the  gunwale, 
to  cover  the  men  fVoni  the  enemy’s  grape 
and  fmall  fhot.  Thefe  hardlhips  were  pro- 
ductive of  fome  ficknefs,  though  much  lefs 
than  might  have  been  expe&ed ; for  the 
weather  is  at  all  times  warm,  and  it  was  at 
this  time  extremely  moderate  and  dry.  Be- 
lides.  We  (hall  fee  in  other  inftances  as  well 
as  this,  that,  in  the  ardour  infpired  by  the 
prefence  of  aii  enemy,  men  are  lefs  ex- 
haufted  bv  their  exertions  than  on  ordinary 
and  lefs  interefling  occations,  . 

Almoll  the  whole  of  the  flek  and  wound- 
ed, to  the  number  of  750,  were  put  on 
fhore  at  Barbadoes,  where  all  the  fleet,  ex- 
cept three  fhips*,  arrived  on  the  22d  of 
May. 

I now  began  to  keep  regular  and  metho- 
dical accounts  of  the  ficknefs  and  mortality 
in  the  fleet,  though  in  a manner  more  im- 
perfcCl  and  lefs  accurate  than  was  afterwards 

* Thefe  were  the  Conqueror,  the  Cornwall,  and  the 
Boyne,  which  were  fo  damaged  In  the  battles,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  bear  away  to!  St.  X.ucia. 
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adopted.  I was  embarked  on  board  of  the 
Sandwich,  where  the  Commander  in  Chief 
had  his  flag,  fo  that  I was  always  prefent 
with  the  main  body  of  the  fleet,  whether  at 
fea  or  in  port. 

A form  of  monthly  returns*  was  adopted, 
which,  as  well  as  other  points  of  method, 
was  afterwards  improved. 

After 

* The  following  may  ferve  as  a fpecimen  of  thefe 
returns : 

State  of  Health  of  His  Majefty’s  Ship  Alcide. 


Carlifle  Bay,  Barbadoes,  ill  June,  1781. 


Sick  now  on  Board. 

Died  in  the  courfe 
of  lafl  Month. 

Sent  to  tlie  Hofpital 
in  the  courfe  of 
laft  Month. 

Fevers  - - - 4 

Flux  - - 5 

Scurvy  - - - 26 

Catarrh  and  y 
Rheumatifm  j 

Total  - 42 

Of  Fever'  1 

Ill  of  Scurvy  35 

REMARKS. 

During  the  courfe  of  laffc  month  we  had  one  hundred 
and  fourteen  of  the  men,  who  contradled  the  fcurvy  in 
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After  collecting  the  returns  for  each  month, 

I made  abftradts  of  them  in  tables ; in  one 
column  of  which  the  complement  of  each 
fh  ip  is  fet  down,  in  order  to  form  calculations 
of  the  comparative  prevalence  and  mortality 
of  different  difeafes  at  different  times.  One 
of  the  abftradls  is  here  infer  ted,  (Table  I.) 
by  way  of  fpecimen,  and  the  proportional 
refult  of  them  for  fourteen  months  is  fet 
down  in  another  table,  (Table  II.) 

Though 

the  late  long  cruife,  recovered  by  the  ufe  of  limes,  which 
were  procured  at  Montferrat.  A pint  of  wine,  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  water,  made  agreeable  with  fugar  and 
tamarinds,  is  ferved  to  each  patient  daily.  The  regimen 
is  exailly  the  fame  as  mentioned  laft  month. 

Since  we  came  into  port,  very  few  have  been  feized 
with  feurvy,  but  feveral  complain  daily  of  fluxes  and 
feverifh  complaints,  none  of  which  feem  at  preferit  to  be 
of  any  confequence. 

Four  patients  have  lafl  month  complained  of  an  al- 
mofl  total  blii.dnefs  towards  evening,  accompanied  with 
head-ach,  vertigo,  naufea,  and  a fenfe  of  weight  about 
the  precordia.  The  pupil  is  then  extremely  dilated,  but 
contrails  readily  when  a ftrong  light  is  prefented  to  it. 
Two  of  them  had  the  feurvy  in  a high  degree,  one  of 
them  (lightly,  and  the  other  feemed  entirely  free  from  it. 

I am 
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Though  this  laft  exhibits  a tolerably  juft 
view,  yet  it  may  be  remarked,  as  one  im- 
perfection, that  there  was  no  diftinCtion  made 
at  this  time  in  my  returns  between  the 
killed  and  thofe  who  died  of  difeafe;  fo  that 
in  the  month  of  May,  which  ftands  firft, 
the  proportion  is  too  high  ; for  there  were 
fixty-four  killed,  and  two  hundred  wounded, 
in  the  two  actions  of  that  month. 

I am  not  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  or  cure  of  this 
difeafe,  which  I believe  is  called  Nyctalopia  by  fome 
fyftematic  writers. 

I gave  thofe  who  were  affe£ted  with  it  an  emetic, 
which  brought  up  a great  deal  of  bile,  and  relieved  the 
fymptoms  both  of  the  head  and  flotnach.  This  encou- 
raged me  to  a repetition  of  it,  which  feemed  alfo  to  be 
attended  with  benefit.  I likewife  applied  blifters  behind 
the  ears,  and  gave  bark  and  elixir  of  vitriol,  with  the 
antifcorbutic  courfe,  to  thofe  that  required  it. 

I can  form  no  probable  conjecture  concerning  the 
caufe  of  this  difeafe.  I have  obferved  a dilation  of  the 
pupil  in  fcorbutic  patients,  and  they  complained  of  a 
cloud  before  their  eyes,  with  imperfedt  vifion,  which 
difappeared  as  the  fcurvy  went  off. 

WILLIAM  TELFORD. 

To  Dr.  BLANE, 

Phyfidan  to  the  Fleet. 
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TABLE  T. 

ABSTRACT  of  returns, 
ift  June,  1781.  - 


SHIPS’ 

N A M E-  S. 

Complement. 

* 

Sick  and  Wounded  on  Board. 

Sent  to  the  Hofpital  in  the 
courfc  of  laft  Month. 

Dead  on  Board  in  the  courfe 
of  lad  Month. 

Sandwich  - - - 

73i 

28 

36 

2 

Barfleur - - - — 

767 

*33 

« 

I 

Gibraltar  - - — 

6 50 

67 

88 

1 O 

Triumph  - - — 

6 50 

7 

9 

2 

Centaur  - - - — 

650 

45 

1 2& 

5 

Torbay  - • - — 

600 

3 1 

1 57 

5 

Monarch  - - - 

600 

6 z 

■ *4 

2 

Terrible  - 

600 

1 l 

1 2 4 

* 

Alfred  - - - 

Goo 

57 

38 

. 

Ruffel  - 

600 

! 44 

*34 

7 

Alcide  - - - - 

600 

4» 

35 

* 

Shrewlbury  - - -< 

600 

i P 

1 3 

5 

Invincible  - - — 

boo 

i 5° 

63 

9 

Refolution  - - — 

boo 

107 

54 

3 

Ajax  - 

5'° 

! • 20 

10 

2 

Princefla  — 

1 

O 

1 0 

88 

40 

5 

Belliqucux  - - — 

SCO 

19  1 

0 

* 

Prince  William  - — 

500 

1 *5  ‘ 

*4 

2 

Panther  - - - — 

420  ' 

16 

6 

0 

Triton  — 

200 

5 

* 

O 

Hyena  - - - - 

200 

* * 1 

0 1 

O 

Cyclops  ...  - 

too 

i J 

* 

O 

Total  - - - 

11979 

977  | 

1 t ” * 

696  | 

G + 
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The  main  body  of  the  fleet  lay  at  Barba- 
does  till  the  6th  of  June,  and  the  men  had 
recruited  extremely  by  their  flay  there  ; for 
vegetables,  fruit,  and  other  refrefhments, 
can  be  procured  at  an  eafier  rate,  and  in 
much  greater  plenty,  at  this  ifland,  than 
any  other  on  the  ftation. 

The  fleet  arrived  at  St.  Lucia  the  next  day 
after  it  failed  from  Barbadoes,  and  remained 
there  till  the  1 8th  of  June.  The  whole 
of  this  month  was  fhowery  at  this  ifland, 
though  it  is  not  accounted  the  common 
rainy  feafon  ; for  more  rain  Falls  here  than 
at  any  of  the  other  iflands  at  that  time  in 
our  pofleflion,  being  the  mofl  mountainous, 
as  well  as  the  mofl  woody  and  uncultivated, 
of  them  all.  Thefe  rains  produced  fome 
increafe  of  flcknefs,  but  very  little,  when 
compared  to  what  took  place  at  the  fame 
time  in  the  army  on  fhore,  and  in  the  (hips 
refitting  at  the  Carenage.  There  died  about 
this  time  from  fifty  to  fifty-five  men  every 
week  in  an  army  of  not  quite  two  thou  fan  d 
men. 
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The  difference  in  point  of  health  between 
the  Carenage  (which,  as  the  word  implies, 
is  the  place  where  fhips  go  to  be  hove  down, 
or  otherwife  repaired)  and  Gros-Iflet  Bay, 
where  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  lay,  affords 
a kriking  proof  of  the  effects  of  fituation. 
The  Carenage  is  a land-locked  creek,  with  a 
marfh  adjacent  to  it,  whereas  the  other  is  a 
road  open  to  the  fine  air  of  the  fea,  the  only 
land  flickering  it  to  windward  being  a fmall, 
dry  ifland,  confifling  of  one  hill,  of  half  a 
league  in  circumference,  and  fome  of  the 
cliffs  of  the  main  ifland  of  St.  Lucia. 

The  increafe  of  ficknefs  here  was  farther 
prevented  by  the  men  having  little  labour 
to  perform  on  fhore,  nor  any  haunts  to  en- 
courage intemperance,  a vice  which  the 
Admiral  endeavoured  kill  more  effe&ually 
to  prevent,  by  ordering  all  the  rum  kills  in 
the  neighbourhood  to  be  dekroyed. 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  introduce  a ge- 
neral account  of  the  feafons  and  tempera- 
ture of  the  Wek  Indies,  as  there  will  be 
frequent  occafion  hereafter  to  make  allufions 

to 
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to  them.  With  regard  to  the  heat,  though 
the  range  of  the  temperature  is  veiy  fmall, 
in  companion  of  what  it  is  in  Europe,  the 
variations  follow  the  fame  feafons  ; foi  July 
and  Augud  are  the  hotted:  months,  and  De- 
cember and  January  the  cooled.  This  wc 
would  naturally  expe£t,  as  our  plantations 
lie  all  in  the  northern  hemifphere,  between 
the  10th  and  20th  degree  of  N.  latitude, 
and  therefore  bear  the  fame  relation  as  Eu- 
rope does  to  the  fun’s  annual  courfe.  The 
hurricanes  happen  in  the  fame  feafon  in 
which  the  periodical  rains  chiefly  fall,  that 
is,  in  the  months  of  Augud,  September, 
and  October,  which  are  called  the  hurricane 
months,  and  this  is  alfo  the  mod  unhealthy 
feafon.  The  time  of  the  year  which  is  mod 
apt  to  be  rainy,  next  to  this,  is  from  the 
middle  of  May  to  the  middle  or  end  of 
June,  but  this  is  not  invariable.  The  lowed 
I ever  obferved  the  thermometer  was  at  69°  ; 
it  dands  very  commonly  at  720  at  funrife, 
in  the  cool  feafon,  riling  to  78°  or  790  in  the 
middle  of  the  day.  In  the  hot  feafon,  the 
common  range  is  from  76°  to  83°.  It  fel- 
dom  exceeds  this  in  the  fhade  at  fea ; and 

the 


PART  r. 


30  DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  I78Q. 

the  greateft  height  at  which  I ever  oblervecl 
it  in  the  (hade  at  land  was  87°.  This  is  far 
(hort  of  the  extremes  of  heat  which  they 
experience  at  certain  feafons  on  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America,  even  very  far  north. 
In  Pennfylvania  and  New  York,  the  ther- 
mometer, I have  been  aflured,  rifes  fre- 
quently above  90°.  It  does  fo  commonly 
enough  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; but  I believe  it 
never  was  known  to  rife  lb  high  in  the  Wei); 
Indies,  fo  that  the  heat,  comparatively  fpeak- 
ing,  may  be  called  moderate  and  ftcady. 

The  comparative  mortality  in  June  is 
(mail,  owing  to  the  fleet’s  having  been  cleared 
of  all  the  bad  cafes  at  Barbadoes  before  it 
failed  from  thence.  Though  the  proportion 
of  fick  in  July  is  lefs,  that  of  the  mortality 
is  greater,  (fee  Table  II.)  which  feems  to  be 
owing  to  this  circumftance,  that  the  cafes 
taken  ill  during  the  rainy  weather  of  June 
did  not  terminate  fatally  till  the  fucceeding 
month. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  fummer  the  fleet 
was  reinforced  by  feveral  (hips  of  the  line 

from 
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from  England.  The  Triumph  arrived  in 
May,  without  any  lick  on  board  ; but  a flux 
prevailed  a few  weeks  afterwards,  without 
any  evident  caufe,  except  the  influence  of 
the  climate,  and  the  expofure  and  fatigues 
during  the  operations  of  May.  The  dif- 
eafe,  however,  foon  fublided,  and  the  (hip 
being  kept  in  excellent  order  and  difcipline, 
continued  healthy  during  all  the  remaining 
time  in  which  fhe  ferved  with  us. 

In  June,  the  Ruflel,  of  74  guns,  arrived 
from  North  America,  and  the  Shrewfbury, 
a (hip  of  the  lame  rate,  from  England. 
The  former  left  England  in  1778,  but  was 
obliged  to  put  back  by  ftrefs  of  weather  and 
licknefs,  and  upon  arriving  afterwards  on  the 
coaft  of  America,  was  extremely  afflicted 
both  with  fevers  and  the  fcurvy.  Thefe 
were  removed  to  the  hofpital,  and  this  (hip 
had  become  free  of  all  ficknefs  before  failing 
for  the  Weft  Indies,  except  that  a few  of  the 
men  were  feized  with  fevers,  and  (he  re- 
mained healthy  after  arriving  there,  not  fuf- 
fering  from  any  regular  attack  of  ficknefs, 
fuch  as  affedled  the  fhips  in  general  from 
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Europe.  The  Shrewfbury  left  England 
healthy,  but  was  loon  attacked  with  a fever 
and  flux,  which  continued  to  prevail  till  the 
end  of  the  year. 

The  fever  in  thefe  two  Ihips  refembled 
rather  the  low  fhip  fever  of  Europe  than 
the  bilious  one  peculiar  to  the  climate. 
This  laft,  indeed,  feldom  or  never  prevails 
to  a great  degree  on  board  of  a fhip,  unlefs 
it  has  been  caught  on  the  watering  duty,  or 
from  feme  other  expofure  to  the  air  of  the 
land.  I have,  however,  known  a few  in- 
fiances  of  bilious  fevers  in  men  who  never 
had  been  on  fhore  from  the  time  they  left 
England  ; I have  even  known  men  of  the 
fame  defeription  attacked  with  intermittent 
fevers,  which  are  fuppofed  to  depend  Hill 
more  on  land  air.  This  is  perhaps  owing 
either  to  the  quantity  of  water  in  a great 
lhip,  part  of  which  is  always  more  or  lefs 
putrid,  or  to  the  frefh-cut  wood  of  the  coun- 
try taken  on  board  for  fuel,  the  fleam  of  all 
which  mud  refemble  a good  deal  the  effluvia 
of  woods  and  marfhes,  which  are  fuppofed 
to  give  rife  to  intermittents, 
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In  the  beginning  of  July  our  fleet  was 
reinforced  with  the  Culloden,  Egmont,  and 
Centaur,  all  of  74  guns.  In  the  end  of  the 
fame  month  we  were  joined  by  the  Alcide 
and  Torbay,  of  the  fame  rate,  and  alfo  di- 
rectly from  England.  The  fleet  was  at  this 
time  at  St.  Chriflopher’s,  having  arrived 
there  on  the  22d  of  the  month,  with  a large 
convoy  from  England,  which  had  joined  it 
at  St.  Lucia,  under  protection  of  the  Thun- 
derer and  Berwick,  two  fhips  of  the  line, 
which  being  bound  to  Jamaica,  I do  not 
reckon  as  belonging  to  our  fleet. 
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TABLE  II. 

Shewing  the  proportional  Sicknefs  and  Mortality,  in 
relation  to  the  whole  Numbers  on  board,  for  fourteen 
Months. 


Months. 

Propoaion  of  Sick  and 
Wounded  on  board  on 
the  Firft  of  the  Month. 

Proportion  of  Sick  and 
Wounded  fent  to  the 
Hofpital  in  the  Co  uric 
of  the  Month. 

Proportion  of  Deaths 
on  board  in  the  Cuurfc 
of  the  Month. 

May,  1780 

CO 

r ao| 

r 87 

June  - - - 

x3 

MM 

CO 

418 

July . 

i7i 

80 

163 

Augufl  - - - 

18 

227 

80 

September  - - 

9 

6 

188 

October  - - 

14 

25 

0 

November  - - 

55 

33i 

55 

192 

55 

265 

December  - - 

16 

W ^ 

67 

H-t 

»< 

»-4 

CO 

January,  1781 

£ 

O 

14. 

55 

O 

60} 

55 

O 

316 

February  - - 

18 

413 

214 

March  - - - 

1 52 

30 

201 

April  - - - 

1 1 

. 59 

169 

May  - - - 

9* 

17 

188 

June  - - - 

12 

40 

701 

Mean  Proportion 

. *5f 

. 93 

.227 
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CHAP.  II. 

Account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet  from  Auguft, 

1780,  till  December  following. The  Fleet 

divided  — The  principal  Squadron  goes  to  North 
America  — Fludluation  between  Fevers  and  Fluxes 
— The  Alcide  and  Torbay  the  moft  fickly  Ships  — 
Health  mended  by  the  Climate  and  Diet  in  North 
America  — Hurricane  in  the  Weft  Indies  — Sufferings 
in  confequence  of  it  — Fevers  the  chief  Difeafei 

T HE  hurricane  months  approaching,  the 
feafon  for  aCtive  operations  in  the  Weft 
Indies  was  now  over.  The  whole  force  of 
the  enemy,  confifting  of  thirty-fix  French 
and  Spanilh  ftups  of  the  line*  having  gone 
to  St.  Domingo  in  the  end  of  July,  ten  fail 
of  the  line  were  detached  after  them  from 
our  ftation,  for  the  protection  of  Jamaica. 
The  Admiral  failed  for  North  America  in 
Auguft,  with  eleven  fhips  of  the  line,  lea- 
ving fix  for  the  protection  of  the  illands. 

There  was  little  alteration  in  the  general 
ftate  of  the  lick  during  the  voyage  to  Ame- 
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rica,  and  indeed  we  found  no  diminution  of 
the  Weft-India  heat,  which  at  this  feafon 
is  at  the  greateft  height,  until  we  came  to 
the  330  of  N.  latitude. 

The  only  material  alteration  in  point  of 
health  was  in  the  Alcide  and  Torbay,  which 
had  arrived  from  England  with  a few  men 
ill  of  fevers ; but  in  the  courfe  of  this 
voyage  thefe  two  fhips  became  as  unhealthy 
as  any  that  ever  came  under  my  obfervation. 
There  was  a greater  number  of  lick  on  board 
of  them  than  all  the  fleet  befides,  and  it 
increafed  to  fuch  a degree,  that  upon  their 
arrival  at  New  York,  which  was  in  the 
middle  of  September,  filter  a paflage  of  three 
weeks,  near  one  half  of  their  men  were  unfit 
for  dutv.  In  the  Alcide  it  was  a fever  that 
raged  ; in  the  Torbay  it  was  a dyfentery  ; 
and  the  unufual  degree  of  ficknds  and  mor- 
tality which  appears  in  the  Table  for  the 
month  of  September,  was  owing  to  the 
very  fickly  flate  of  thefe  two  fhips. 

We  fihall  hereafter  fee'reafon  for  fuppofing 
that  fever  and  dyfentery  proceed  from  the 

fame 
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Shewing  the  Number  of  Fevers  and  Fluxes  on  board  on  the  Firft  of  each 


E HI. 

Month,  and  the  Number  fent  to  the  Hofpital  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Month. 


M 

AY 

1780. 

J U 

N E. 

J U 

L Y 

AUGUST. 

SHIPS'  NAMES, 

Fev 

er. 

FI 

ux. 

Fe 

ver. 

Flux. 

Fever. 

Flux. 

Fever. 

Flux. 

AND 

Date  of  their  Arrival. 

On  board. 

| sent  to  ttie 
J Hofpital. 

On  board. 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital. 

On  board. 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital. 

V 

0 

X) 

a 

0 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital. 

On  board. 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital. 

On  board. 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital. 

On  board. 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital. 

On  board. 

Sent  to  the  I 

Sandwich,  1 6th  March 

6 

0 

1 6 

19 

3 

0 

1 2 

0 

1 0 

5 

1 6 

3 

20 

0 

5 

0 

Terrible,  16th  March 

0 

0 

40 

20 

0 

3 

86 

75 

3 

*5 

60 

24 

25 

0 

30 

13 

Triumph,  7th  May  - 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

32 

17 

5 

0 

7 

0 

Ruffell,  18th  June  - - 

2 2 

0 

0 

0 

10 

3 

0 

0 

Shrewfbury,  a 6th  June 

5 

0 

0 

0 

*4 

0 

1 2 

0 

Alcide,  30th  July  - - 

| 

>7 

0 

0 

0 : 

Torbay,  30th  July  - - 

1 ■ i 1 

6 

0 

3 

0 

JMonarch,  2 2d  Nov.  - 

I 

Alfred,  2 2d  November 

SEPTEMBER. 


Fever. 


a o 

_SJ  £ 


Flux. 


o .a 

z *3 

a 0 

S K 

co  ^ 


continued  healthy. 
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OCTOBER. 


Fever. 


o 

5 jq 


Flux. 


•£  - 

o .t 


C O 


continued  healthy. 


NOVEMBER. 


Fever. 


C o 

■r,  E 


Flux. 


c o 
U a 


continued  quite  healthy. 


No  Return,  the  Ship  being  abftnt. 


2 

59 

37 

0 

1 2 

0 

DECEMBER. 


Fever. 


Flux. 


O ,tL 

r e 

c o 


30 


JANUARY,  1781. 


Fever. 


« S3 


Flux. 
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fame  caufe ; and  as  both  thefe  fhips  arrived 
from  England  in  a fimilar  ftate  with  regard 
to  health,  fevers  would  probably  have  been 
the  prevailing  difeafe  in  both  ; but  a part  of 
the  87th  regiment,  then  ferving  as  marines 
in  the  fleet,  was  put  on  board  of  the  Torbay 
at  St.  Chriftopher’s,  and  fbme  of  them  be- 
ing ill  of  the  dyfentery,  gave  this  turn  to 
the  difeafe  which  afterwards  prevailed  on 
board.  I have  formed  a Table  to  fhew  the 
fluctuating  ftate  of  thefe  two  difeafes,  and  this 
was  one  of  my  firft  and  moft  imperfect  at- 
tempts towards  a medical  hiflory  of  the 
fleet  in  a methodical  way.  (Table  III.) 

There  was  but  little  ficknefs  in  the  reft 
of  this  fquadron,  except  in  the  Terrible, 
where  the  dyfentery  prevailed  a good  deal. 
None  of  the  fhips  of  the  line  which  we 
found  in  the  Weft  Indies,  upon  our  arrival 
there,  were  now  in  company,  except  the 
Yarmouth,  and  this  was  the  molt  healthy 
of  all  the  fhips  that  went  to  North  America. 

/ 

The  health  of  the  fleet  was  very  much  re- 
cruited by  its  fhort  flay  in  America  ; for  the 

03 


men 
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men  were  fupplied  with  frefh  meat  and 
fpruce  beer,  and  they  enjoyed  the  two  fineft 
months  of  the  year  in  that  temperate  cli- 
mate. The  fquadron  left  New  York  in  the 
middle  of  November,  and  though  dilperled 
by  a violent  {form,  all  the  fhips  arrived  fafe 
in  the  Weft  Indies  before  the  middle  of 

t * . , 1 

December. 

In  O&ober  the  fleet  had  attained  fucli  a 

* 1 • 1 

degree  of  health,  that  though  the  calcula- 
tion in  the  Table  is  made  from  five  of  the 
moft  fickly  fhips,  no  death  happened  in  this 
month  on  board  of  any  of  them.  In  No- 
vember the  mortality  was  alfo  inconfiderable, 
though  the  fhips  left  in  the  Well  Indies  are 
included  in  the  calculation ; which,  had  it 
been  made  upon  thofe  only  that  went  to 
North  America,  the  deaths  would  have  been 
no  more  than  one  in  feven  hundred  and 

• • * t » T 

eleven  in  this  month,  which  is  rather  lefs 
than  that  of  any  other  month  in  the  Table. 

*,  j . , . \ • » , i 1 1 ■ * * 1 . • » 

The  amendment  in  health,  in  confequence 
of  the  change  of  climate,  was  mod  re- 
markable in  the  Terrible,  which,  by  the 

time 


BOOK  I. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  1780.  39 

time  (he  left  America,  had  entirely  got  rid 
of  the  violent  dyfentery  that  had  prevailed 
forfome  time  on  board.  This  fudden  change 
in  the  health  of  this  (hip  was  evidently 
owing  to  the  great  attention  of  the  Captain 
to  cleanlinefs  and  difcipline,  and  no  lefs  to 
the  afliduity  and  abilities  of  the  Surgeon. 
The  Alcide  (till  continued  (ickly,  though 
not  fo  much  lb  as  the  Torbay.  The  former 
had  failed  on  a cruife  in  October,  and  having 
met  with  very  rough  weather,  the  fick  lift 
was  thereby  increaled.  The  dyfentery  now 
prevailed  in  that  (hip,  as  well  as  fevers,  and 
thofe  men  chiefly  were  attacked  with  fevers 
who  were  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  or  recovering 
from  it.  This  was  not  very  common  ; and 
there  were  (everal  other  remarkable  particu- 
lars with  regard  to  the  fevers  in  this  (hip  ; 
for  her  men  were  not  only  uncommonly 
fubjedl  to  this  difeafe,  both  in  America  and 
the  Weft  Indies,  but  to  all  the  various  forms 
of  it ; the  low,  infe&ious,  (hip  fever  of  Eu- 
rope, the  bilious  remitting,  and  the  malig- 
nant yellow  fever  of  hot  climates.  It  would 
appear  from  this,  as  well  as  other  inftances, 
*hat  a (hip  may  aflume,  as  it  were,  a parti- 
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cular  conftitution,  or  a tendency  to  fome 
particular  difeafe,  for  a length  of  time,  and 
this  depending  on  fome  lurking  and  adhe- 
ring infection,  or  .the  manner  in  which  Ihe 
may  have  been  victualled,  watered,  difci- 
plined,  or  manned. 

The  great  benefit  derived  to  the  health  of 
the  fleet,  from  the  change  of  climate,  as 
well  as  other  reafons,  juflified  the  Admiral 
in  going  to  North  America  ; and  there  was 
the  more  merit  in  this  meafure,  as  it  was 
undertaken  without  precedent,  and  without 
inAru&ion.  Upon  our  return  we  found 
there  was  great  good  fortune  in  it,  as  well 
as  wifdom  ; for  there  had  happened  on  the 
loth  of  October  a more  violent  hurricane 
than  any  in  the  memory  of  man,  and  the 
ravage  it  made  both  by  lea  and  land  is,  per- 
haps, unparallelled  in  hiftory.  Several  of 
the  fhips  of  the  line  were  expofed  to  it;  but 
though  they  fuflered  extremely,  and  were 
in  the  utmoft  danger,  none  were  loA.  Two 
of  them  happened  to  be  at  Antigua,  which 
was  out  of  the  track  of  this  hurricane,  as 
it  extended  only  from  the  12th  to  the  15th 

degree 
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degree  of  N.  latitude;  fo  that  the  only 
iflands  that  fuffered  by  it  were  Barbadoes, 
St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Martinico. — 
Four  frigates,  and  as  many  Hoops  of  war, 
either  foundered  or  were  wrecked,  and  about 
one  thoufand  Teamen  perifhed  in  them.  One 
of  the  buildings  of  the  hofpital  at  Barbadoes 
was  entirely  demolilhed  by  the  impetuofity. 
of  the  Tea,  which,  having  rifen  to  a great 
height,  dalhed  a fhip  againft  it,  and  twenty- 
phree  Teamen  were  buried  in  the  ruins 

The 

* Although  this  hurricane,  in  itfelf  and  its  confe- 
rences, was  fo  deftru&ive  to  the  lives  and  health  of 
men,  yet,  with  regard  to  the  inhabitants  on  fliore,  it 
had  a furprifing  and  unexpedted  effe£t  in  mending  their 
health.  I wrote  an  account  of  this  hurricane  to  the 
Jate  Dr.  Hunter,  who  communicated  it  to  the  Royal 
Society,  and  the  following  paflage  is  extradled  from  it : 

<c  The  confequences  of  this  general  tumult  of  nature, 
tc  on  the  health  of  man,  was  none  of  the  leaf!  curious  of 
**  its  effe&s.  I made  much  inquiry  on  this  head,  not 
<(  only  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  had  the  charge  of 
“ hofpitals,  and  of  the  phyficians  of  the  country,  but  of 
“ the  inhabitants,  and  every  one  had  fome  cure  to  relate 
“ either  of  themfelves  or  their  neighbours,  in  a variety  of 
V difeafes.  Nor  could  I find  that  either  thofe  who  were 

“ in 
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The  Montague  fufrered  moil:  on  this  occa- 
fion,  and  was  alfo  moil:  fubjeft  to  iicknefs 
and  mortality,  brought  on  in  confequence 
of  the  great  fatigue  and  hardihips  of  the 
men  in  bringing  her  into  port  and  refitting 
her ; for  the  ihip  was  almoft  torn  to  pieces 
both  in  the  rigging  and  hull,  and  the  bed- 
ding and  other  necefiaries  and  conveniencies 
were  entirely  deflroyed.  The  fever  that 
prevailed  on  board  at  this  time  was  of  the 
moft  malignant  kind  known  in  this  climate ; 

and 


« In  health,  or  thofe  who  were  ill  of  any  difeafe  what- 
“ ever,  fuffered  from  it,  otherwife  than  by  its  mechanical 
« violence ; hut,  on  the  contrary,  that  there  was  a general 
amendment  of  health.  This  is  a fa6t,  which  I could 
« neither  credit,  nor  would  venture  to  relate,  were  it  not 
« fupported  by  fo  many  concurring  teftimonies.  It  had 
« a vifible  good  effect  on  th;  acute  di hales  of  the  climate. 
« The  chronic  fluxes,  of  which  there  were  then  fovne  at 
« the  naval  hofpital,  were  cured  or  n :h  relieved  by  it. 
“But  the  difeafes  upon  which  it  hal  rr  lie  '’dent  and 
« fenfrble  effe&s,  were  pulmonic  confumptions.  Some 
« recent  cafes  of  phthifis,  and  even  the  acute  ftate  of 
« pleurify,  was  cured  by  it ; and  in  the  advanced  and  in- 
« curable  ftate  of  it,  the  hedtic  fever  was  removed,  and 
« remarkable  temporary  relief  afforded.  A delicate  lady 
« of  my  acquaintance,  who  was  ill  of  a pleurify  at  the 

“ time. 
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and  the  worft  cafes  arofe  in  watering,  and 
the  other  neceflary  dudes  tm  (hore,  from 
twhich  the  men  would  fometimes  return 
frantic,  and  die  in  a few  hours.  There  was 
a party  of  foldiers  on  board  ; and  as  they 
jvere  not  called  upon  to  perform  any  duties 

f‘  time,  and  palled  more  than  ten  hours  in  the  open  air, 
fl  fitting  generally  feveral  inches  deep  in  water,  found 
“ herfelf  free  of  complaint  next  day ; had  no  return  of  it; 

and  when  I fa,w  her  a few  weeks  after,  was  in  much 

better  health  and  looks  then  ufual.  The  people  ob- 
u ferved  that  they  had  remarkably  keen  appetites  for 
*'•  fome  time  after,  and  the  furviving  part  of  them  became 
“ uncommonly  healthy  ; fome  -of  both  fexes,  whom  I 
y had  left  fallow  and  thin  a few  months  before,  looking 
“ now  freih  and  plump. 

<(  It  is  very  difficult  to  account  for  this,  as  well  as  every 
u thing  effe  in  the  animal  oeconomy;  but  it  was  probably 
u owing  in  part,  at  Jeaft,  to  the  very  great  coldnefs  and 
<$  purity  of  the  air  from  the  upper  regions  of  the  atmof- 
“ phere.  Great  agitation  of  mind  fometimes  alfo  pro- 
“ duces  a revolution  in  health ; and  we  know  that  the 
<c  effedl  of  external  impreffions  in  general  is  very  different 
“ when  the  mind  is  vacant,  from  what  it  is  when  occupied 
<c  and  interefted  by  objects,  whether  of  pleafure  and  fatif- 
i(  fadtion,  or  of  danger  and  fuffering.” 


OU 
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on  fhore,  they  had  blit  little  ficknefs  in  com- 
parilon  of  the  fhilors. 

The  other  fhips  having  fufFered  lefs  from 
the  {form,  were  alfo  lefs  fickly,  as  it  was 
not  neceftary  for  them  to  remain  fo  long  in 
the  unhealthy  Carenage  to  repair. 

The  only  difeafe  that  prevailed  at  this 
time,  in  thefe  two  fhips,  was  fevers,  there 
being  few  or  no  fluxes,  thoifgh  they  had 
been  fo  frequent  in  the  former  part  of  the 
year.  Though  fevers  and  fluxes  depend  on 
the  fame  general  caufes,  yet  when  thefe 
caufes  exift  in  a higher  degree,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  they  are  more  apt  to  produce 
fevers.  Thus  the  exhalations  of  the  eaith 
from  marfhes  are  more  apt  to  produce  fe- 
vers ; and  mere  excefles  of  heat  and  cold, 
or  moiflure,  are  more  apt  to  produce  fluxes; 
juft  as  in  Europe  a catarrh,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  a local  febrile  afFe&ion,  as  well 
as  a dyfentery,  will  be  excited  by  expofure 
to  cold  or  damp,  without  any  fpecific  bad 
quality  in  the  air. 
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The  Ajax  and  Montague  are  the  only  two 
fhips  of  thofe  left  in  the  Weft  Indies,  which 
are  included  in  the  eftiraate  of  ficknefs  and 
mortality  in  November  and  December,  and 
they  bear  a very  great  proportion  to  the 
whole;  for  out  of  forty- four  that  died  in 
fourteen  fhips  of  the  line  in  November, 
twenty  died  in  the  Montague,  and  five  in  the 
Ajax ; and  out  of  forty-three,  the  whole 
number  of  deaths  in  December  in  twenty- 
one  fhips  of  the  line,  ten  were  of  the 
Montague,  and  eleven  of  the  Ajax. 
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Account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet  from  January, 
1781,  till  July,  1781,  both  Months  included.  — ■ - 
Arrival  of  (even  Ships  of  the  Line  from  England  — 
Increafe  of  Sicknels  in  confequence  of  a Defcent  on 
St.  Vincent’s  — Long  Cruife  to  windward  of  Marti- 
nico  — Great  Prevalence  of  Scurvy — Difference  of 
Health  in  different  Ships  — New  Ships  not  more  un- 
healthy than  others — Why  Frigates  are  more  healthy 
than  Ships  of  the  Line — Remarkable  Cure  of  Scurvy 
in  two  Ships  — Eflence  of  Malt — Vegetables  moll 
antifcorbutic  in  their  natural  State  — Advantage  of 
fupplying  Refre/hments  on  board  of  Ships  in  pre- 
ference to  Hofpitals. 


We  are  now  come  to  that  period  in  which 
our  fleet  was  reinforced  with  feven  fhips  of 
the  line,  which  arrived  at  Barbadoes  from 
England  on  the  5th  of  January,  1781, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Hood.  This 
addition,  with  two  which  had  arrived  in 
November,  made  the  force  upon  this  flat  ion 
again  amount  to  twenty-one  fhips  of  the 
line. 

The 


TABLE 


IV, 
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The  whole  fleet  was  tolerably  healthy 
during  this  month,  the  feafon  being  dry  and 
cool ; there  was,  however,  a fmall  increafe 
of  flcknefs  at  this  time,  and  it  was  owing 
to  a defcent  made  on  St.  Vincent’s  in  De- 
cember. The  foldiers,  (of  whom  there  was 
jftill  a regiment  on  board  of  the  fleet)  the 
marines,  and  fome  of  the  feamen,  had  been 
on  fhore  for  one  night  only  ; but  many  of 
them  having  lain  on  the  ground,  fome  ha- 
ving been  intoxicated,  or  having  eaten  to 
excefs  of  fugar-cane  and  fruit,  caught  fevers 
and  fluxes,  which  increafed  the  proportion 
of  difeafes  and  deaths  the  following  months, 
as  appears  by  the  Table. 

I have  exhibited,  in  another  Table,  a view 
of  the  flcknefs  and  mortality  of  this  fleet  for 
the  five  fucceeding  months.  (Table  IV.) 
This  account,  as  well  as  mod;  of  thofe  that 
are  to  follow,  is  confined  to  three  difeafes, 
that  may  be  called  the  fea  epidemics.  Thefe 
are,  fever,  flux,  and  fcurvy. 

The  whole  fleet  met  at  Barbadoes  on  the 
13th  of  January,  and  no  fervice  was  under- 
taken. 
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taken  till  the  accounts  of  the  Dutch  war 
arrived  on  the  30th  of  that  month.  In  con- 
fequence  of  this  intelligence,  the  greater 
part  of  the  fhips  of  war  went  againfl  St. 
Euftatius,  which  was  taken  on  the  3d  of 
February. 

Ten  days  after  this  a fquadron  of  feven- 
teen  fhips  of  the  line  was  fent  to  cruife  to 
windward  of  Martinico,  with  a view  to  in- 
tercept a French  fquadron  which  was  then 
faid  to  be  on  its  paflage  from  Europe.  The 
cruife  was  there  continued  for  fix  weeks; 
after  which  fmall  divifions  of  the  fhips  were 
fent  to  water  and  refit,  by  turns,  at  St. 
Lucia,  and  were  relieved  by  the  fhips  left 
for'  the  prote<5lion  of  that  ifland. 

Soon  after  this,  the  whole  fquadron  came 
to  leeward  of  Martinico ; and  though  the 
former  intelligence  had  proved  falfe,  the 
greater  part  of  our  fleet  ftill  kept  the  fea,  in 
order  to  block  up  the  enemy  in  Fort-Royal 
Bay.  This  they  continued  to  do  till  the 
29th  of  April,  when  a French  fleet  of 
twenty-two  fhips  of  the  line,  from  Europe, 

joined 
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joined  by  four  from  Martinico,  forced  their 
way  into  their  own  port,  pu  filing  to  leeward 
our  fleet,  confiding  only  of  eighteen  fhips  of 
the  line;  fo  that  the  greater  part  of  them  did 
not  get  into  port  till  they  came  to  an  anchor 
at  Barbadoes  on  the  23d  of  May. 

It  was  in  this  feafon  of  cruifing,  and 
keeping  the  fea,  that  the  fleet  contra&ed 
fuch  a degree  of  fcurvy  as  had  never  before 
been  known  in  the  Wed  Indies.  This  dif- 
eafe  is  not  fo  apt  to  arife  in  a hot  climate  as 
in  a cold  one;  and  the  prevalence  of  it  on 
this  occafion  was  owing  to  the  men  having- 
been  for  a great  length  of  time  upon  fea 
victualling  ; for  one  part  of  the  fleet  had  not 
had  a frefii  meal  from  the  time  of  leaving 
America,  that  is,  for  fix  months  ; and  that 
part  of  it  which  came  lad  from  England  had 
been  in  the  fame  circumdances  for  feven 
months  ; nor  had  any  of  them  been  in  a 
place  capable  of  fupplying  vegetable  refrefh- 
ments  from  the  time  they  left  Barbadoes  in 
the  end  of  January.  But  though  no  frefli 
meat  or  vegetables  could  be  procured  at  St. 
Tucia  or  St,  Eudatius,  yet  the  fcurvy  did 

E not 
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not  make  fuch  progrefs  in  the  fhips  that  lay 
at  anchor  there,  as  in  thofe  that  were  at  Tea; 
and  it  appears  that  the  time  in  which  it 
prevailed  moll  was,  while  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  fhips  was  at  lea,  that  is,  in  the  month 
of  March.  It  appears,  indeed,  by  the  Table, 
that  there  was  a greater  number  ill  of  this 
complaint  on  the  i ft  of  May  than  on  the  id 
of  April;  but  it  appears  alio,  that  more  were 
dent  to  the  hofpital  in  March  than  in  April, 
and  very  near  half  of  the  May  lid;  mud 
have  been  taken  ill  in  March*.  The  diffe- 
rence of  being  in  port  and  at  lea  confids 
chiefly,  id,  In  there  being  plenty  of  water 
while  in  port,  fo  that  it  can  be  ufed  freely, 
not  only  to  drink,  but  to  wafh  the  clothes; 
and  we  know  that  clean linefs  tends  greatly 
to  ward  off  the  fcurvy.  2dly,  Though  no 
frefh  meat  nor  vegetables  could  be  procured 
at  thofe  ports,  fugar,  which  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  a very  antilcorbutic  article  of  diet, 

* In  order  to  afcertain  more  exa&ly  the  degree  of 
ficknels  in  each  month,  > a column  was  afterwards  added 
to  the  form  of  the  returns,  exprelling  the  number  taken 
ill  of  the  feveral  difeafes  in  the  courfe  of  the  month. 

could 


book  X. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  1781.  51 

could  always  be  procured  at  a very  cheap 
rate,  and  the  Teamen,  when  in  port,  ufed  to 
exchange  their  fait  provifions  for  it.  3dly, 
There  is  at  Tea  a difmaluniformity  of  life, 
favourable  to  indolence  and  fadnefs,  and 
therefore  tending  to  haden  the  progrefs  and 
aggravate  the  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy ; 
whereas  the  change  of  fcene  and  variety  of 
objedls,  when  in  port,  tend  to  cheer  and  re- 
create the  mind,  and  thereby  to  avert  this 
difeafe. 

The  fquadron  that  came  from  England 
under  Lord  Hood,  differed,  upon  the  whole, 
much  lefs  from  acute  difeafes,  during  the 
fird  months  of  their  fervice  in  this  climate, 
than  the  fhips  that  arrived  with  Lord  Rod- 
ney, which  was  probably  owing,  in  part  at 
lead,  to  the  former  having  arrived  at  the 
dried  and  cooled  feafon  of  the  year.  The 
Barfleur,  however,  had  a large  proportion  of 
all  the  three  prevailing  difeafes  ; and  large 
fliips  are  in  general  more  fubje£l  to  them 
than  thofe  of  a fmalier  rate.  But  of  all  the 
diips  in  the  fleet,  the  Alfred  had  the  greated 
proportion  of  the  three  fea  epidemics.  The 

E 2 Prince 


52  DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  1781.  FART  I. 

Prince  William  fuffered  more  than  any  other 
fhip  in  the  fleet  from  the  flux,  and  the 
Princefla  from  the  fcurvy.  In  fome  in- 
ftances,  reafons  can  be  afligned  for  the  pre- 
valence of  particular  difeafes  in  particular 
fhips,  fuch  as  accidental  infection,  or  the 
manner  in  which  they' have  been  viiftualled, 
manned,  or  difciplined  ; but  in  many  cafes 
the  caufe  is  fo  fubtile  or  obfcure  as  to  elude 
our  inquiry. 

The  moft  healthy  of  the  new  fquadron, 
during  this  campaign,  were  the  Belliqueux 
and  Panther;  the  former  was  a new  fhip, 
and  came  from  England  with  a very  irregular 
and  ill-difciplined  crew.  Soon  after  arriving 
in  the  climate,  fhe  was  threatened  with  a 
dyfentery,  which,  though  it  lpread  a good 
deal,  did  not  prove  fevere  nor  mortal ; but 
being  left  at  St.  Euftatius  on  this  account, 
while  the  reft  of  the  fleet  was  cruifing,  Ihe 
foon  became  very  healthy,  and  remained  lo. 

This  is  the  fecond  inftance  we  have  had 
pccafion  to  remark  of  a new  fhip  being 
healthy. 

The 
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The  Panther  preferved  her  health  by 
being  on  fmall  feparate  cruifes,  and  fre- 
quently in  port,  not  being  attached  to  the 
main  fquadron.  The  Sandwich  was  the 
only  other  Ihip  not  engaged  in  the  long 
cruife. 

Of  the  Ihips  lately  from  England,  that 
were  employed  in  this  cruife,  the  Gibraltar 
feems  to  have  been  the  lead  lickly.  This 
fhip  left  England  healthy  ; but  having  re- 
ceived a draft  of  dirty  men  when  upon  the 
eve  of  failing,  a fever  of  the  infectious  kind 
broke  out  on  the  pallage,  fo  that  the  arrived 
in  the  Weft  Indies  in  a fickly  {late.  This 
fever  difappeared  very  foon  after  ; and  it  is 
proved  by  this,  as  well  as  other  faCts,  that 
a warm  climate,  fo  far  from  tending  to  ge- 
nerate, or  even  to  fofter  the  infection  of 
fever,  tends  rather  to  extinguifh  it.  The 
Gibraltar  had  been  put  under  excellent  dif- 
cipline  by  her  former  commander,  while  in 
the  Channel  fervice  ; and  this  being  after- 
wards kept  up,  the  men  were  alvvavs  clean 
and  regular.  This  was  the  Spanilh  Admi- 
ral’s Ihip,  taken  by  the  fleet  under  the 
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command  of  Lord  Rodney  off  Cape  Sr. 
Vincent’s,  in  January  1780.  She  was  then 
called  the  Phoenix,  and  was  of  a fingular 
excellence  both  with  refpeft  to  materials 
and  conftruclion.  Whether  the  cedar,  of 
which  a great  part  of  her  timbers  confided, 
contributed  to  the  healthinefs,  by  its  ballamic 
effluvia,  I will  not  pretend  to  determine. 

The  Invincible  was  alfo  uncommonly 
healthy  during  this  cruife,  which  may  like- 
wife  be  afcribed  to  good  difcipline,  and  to 
her  having  been  more  than  three  years  in 
commiffion  before  failing  from  England, 
whereby  the  men  were  brought  into  order, 
and  accuftomed  to  each  other  and  to  a fea 
life.  This  fhip  was  almolf  fingular  in  ha- 
ving no  acute  difeafes  for  feveral  months 
after  arriving  from  Europe ; but  at  length 
paid  the  tribute  to  the  climate  in  May  and 
June,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  Table. 

From  the  account  of  the  three  frigates 
at  the  bottom  of  the  lift  in  the  Table,  it 
appears  how  much  more  healthy  they  are 
than  lhips  of  the  line.  The  total  comple- 
ments 
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ments  of  the  three  is  exa&ly  equal  to  that 
of  one  feventy-four-gun  fhip;  but  their 
whole  ficknefs  and  mortality  is  lefs  than 
that  of  any  one  (hip  of  the  line  of  that  clals, 
although  the  Triton  was  uncommonly  fickly 
for  a frigate. 

There  feem  to  be  feveral  caufes  for  the 
fuperior  degree  of  health  ufually  enjoyed 
by  this  fmaller  clafs  of  fhips.  There  is  lefs 
chance  of  mixtures  of  men  in  frigates,  as 
their  complement  is  fmaller,  and  it  is  more 
eafy  for  the  captain  and  officers  to  keep  an 
eye  over  a few  men  than  a great  number; 
for,  in  a great  fhip,  there  are  generally  men, 
who,  concealing  themfelves  in  the  moft  re- 
tired parts,  no  one  takes  cognizance  of 
them,  and  they  deftroy  themfelves,  and 
infeft  others,  by  their  lazinefs  and  filth. 
In  the  next  place,  there  is  a greater  propor- 
tion of  volunteers  and  real  feamen  in  fri- 
gates, and  more  landmen  and  prefled  men 
in  fbips  of  the  line,  the  former  being  more 
in  requefi,  on  account  of  the  greater  chance 
of  prize  money.  Laflly,  a fmall  fhip  is 
more  eafily  ventilated,  and  the  mafs  of  foul 
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air  ifiuing  from  the  hold,  from  the  victuals, 
water,  and  other  flores,  as  well  as  the  effluvia 
exhaling  from  the  men’s  bodies,  is  lefs  than 
in  a large  flop. 

Many  other  and  more  minute  remarks 
might  be  made  on  different  fhips  in  this 
lea-ion  cf  hard  fervice  ; but  to  do  this  would 
be  tedious,  and  the  infpedion  of  the  Tables 
may  fuggeft  obfervations  to  the  reader. 
There  is  a ffriking  and  inftrudive  fad, 
however,  with  regard  to  two  fhips,  which 
i cannpt  help  relating.  The  Alcide  and 
Invincible,  both  of  feventy-four  guns,  in 
working  to  windward,  after  the  adion  with 
the  French  fleet,  on  tjie  29th  of  April,  an- 
chored at  Montferrat  on  the  nth  of  May, 
in  order  to  water.  They  remained  there 
only  part  of  two  days,  and  they  procured 
no  refrefhment,  except  a few  bufhels  of 
limes.  The  fcurvy  then  prevailed  to  a great 
degree  in  both  flops ; but  between  this  time 
and  the  23d  of  May,  when  they  came  to  an 
anchor  at  Barbadoes,  fixty  men,  who  had 
been  confined  with  this  difeafe,  were  dif- 
pliarged,  as  fit  for  duty,  from  the  fick  lift  of 

the 
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the  Invincible,  and  a hundred  and  fourteen 
from  that  of  the  Alcide.  Thefe  were  the 
only  two  fhips  that  had  the  advantage  of  the 
limes ; and  during  thefe  twelve  remaining 
days  of  the  voyage  the  fcurvy  continued  to 
increafe  in  all  the  other  fhips.  Dr.  Lind  is 
the  flrfl:  author  who  gives  a decided  preference 
to  lemons,  limes,  and  oranges,  over  every 
other  antifcorbutic ; and  the  above-mentioned 
fa£l  proves  as  demonflrably  as  poffible  the  in- 
finite advantage  of  this  fpecies  of  acid  in 
fcurvy. 

The  fleet  was  fupplied  with  eflence  of 
malt  during  all  this  campaign  ; and  though 
it  was,  no  doubt,  of  fervice,  it  was  far  from 
having  that  powerful  and  manifeft  effect 
that  the  acid  fruits  had,  and  certainly  did 
by  no  means  prevent  the  fcurvy  in  all  cafes. 
I have  ftrong  teflimonies,  however,  of  its 
beneficial  effects  from  the  furgeons  of  feveral 
of  the  fhips,  particularly  of  the  Gibraltar, 
Centaur,  Torbay,  and  Alcide,  in  all  of  which 
it  was  found  either  to  cure  the  fcurvy  in  its 
flrfl  beginning,  to  retard  its  progrefs,  or  to 
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mend  the  appearance  of  fcorbutic  ulcers,  and 
difpofe  them  to  heal. 

I had  conceived  that  melaffes,  being  a 
vegetable  fweet,  mud  have  been  a very 
powerful  antifcorbutic  ; but  the  greated  part 
of  the  laid  reinforcement  of  feven  fhips 
came  from  England  furnifhed  with  this  as 
an  article  of  viftualling,  as  a lubflitute  for  a 
certain  proportion  of  oatmeal,  which  was 
withheld  agreeably  to  a late  very  judicious 
order  of  the  Admiralty.  But  though  I am 
perfuaded  that  this  article  of  diet  mitigated 
the  difeafe,  it  was  very  far  from  preventing 
it ; and  the  Princeffa  in  particular,  which 
differed  moil  from  the  leurvy,  was  well 
fupplied  with  it. 

There  is  reafon  to  think  that  it  is  not  in 
the  vegetable  fweet  alone  that  the  antilcor- 
butic  principle  relides,  but  in  this  in  con- 
junction with  the  natural  mucilage,  fuch  as 
exifts  in  the  malt.  1 fufpeCt  likewife  that 
the  change  which  the  ed'ence  undergoes  in 
its  preparation  tends  alfo  to  rob  it  of  lome 
of  its  original  virtue.  But  the  melaffes  are 

dill 
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ftill  farther  altered  by  being  deprived  of  the 
natural  mucilage  by  means  of  quick  lime, 
with  which  all  fugar  is  clarified  in  the  boilers. 
Dr.  Hendy,  of  Barbadoes,  to  whom  I have 
been  obliged  for  feveral  remarks,  informed 
me,  that  the  liquor,  before  it  undergoes  this 
operation,  has  been  found  by  him  to  produce 
the  raoft  falutary  effects  in  the  feurvy;  but 
as  this  cannot  be  had  at  fea,  we  had  no  op- 
portunity of  comparing  it  with  other  anti- 
fcorbutics.  It  is  certain  alfo  that  the  me- 
dical effeiSts  of  the  native  fweet  juices  are, 
in  other  refpefls,  very  different  from  what 
they  are  in  their  refined  ftate  ; for  manna, 
wort,  and  the  native  juice  of  the  fugar  cane, 
are  purgative  ; whereas  fugar  itfelf  is  not  at 
all  fo*  This  affords  a prefumption,  that  they 
may  be  alfo  different  in  their  antifcorbutic 
quality  ; and  there  is  reafon  to  think,  from 

experience, 

* 1 was  informed  by  Captain  Caldwell,  that  when  he 
commanded  the  Hannibal,  of  50  guns,  his  crew  was  fo 
much  affli&ed  with  the  feurvy,  in  a paffage  of  nine 
weeks  from  St.  Helena  to  Crookhaven,  in  Ireland,  that 
ninety-two  men  were  confined  to  their  hammocks  in  the 
Uft  ftage  of  that  difeafe,  though  they  had  been  fupplied 
with  fugar  at  St.  Helena,  and  ferved  with  it  on  the  paf- 
fage. 
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experience,  that  the  more  natural  the  ftate  in 
which  any  vegetable  is,  the  greater  is  its 
antifcorbutic  quality.  Vegetables,  in  the 
form  of  fallads,  are  more  powerful  than 
when  prepared  by  fire;  and  I know,  for 
certain,  that  the  rob  of  lemons  and  oranges 
is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  frefh  fruit. 
Raw  potatoes  have  been  ufed  with  advantage 
in  the  fleet,  particularly  by  Mr.  Smith,  of 
the  Triton,  who  made  the  fcorbutic  men  eat 
them,  fliced  with  vinegar,  with  great  be- 
nefit. This  accords  alio  with  what  Dr. 
Mertans,  of  Vienna,  has  lately  communi- 
cated to  the  Royal  Society  of  London. 

When  the  fleet  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on 
the  23d  of  May,  it  was  found  that  the  number 
of  lick  on  board  amounted  tolixteen  hundred, 
and  that  there  was  not  accommodation  for 
more  than  twro  hundred  at  the  hofpital.  As 

ftge.  They  remained  three  weeks  at  Crookhaven;  at 
the  end  of  which  time  every  man  was  fit  for  duty  : and 
though  they  had  frefh  provifion,  they  had  no  frefh  vege- 
tables, fo  that  their  cure  is  to  be  aferibed  to  the  ufe  of 
lemons  and  oranges,  which  the  Captain  very  humanely 
ordered  to  be  purchafed  for  them  from  on  board  of  a 
foreign  fhip  that  happened  to  put  into  the  fame  harbour. 

there 


BOOK  I. 


diseases  or  the  fleet,  1781.  61 

there  was  hardly  any  complaint  but  fcurvy, 
the  Admiral,  at  my  reprefentation,  iffued  an 
order  for  ferving  the  Tick  on  board  of  their 
own  (hips  with  fruit  and  other  vegetables 
and  refrelhments,  fuch  as  milk  and  foft 
bread.  This  courfe  of  diet  commenced  in 
the  beginning  of  June  ; and  as  the  greater 
part  of  the  fleet  was  near  four  weeks  there- 
after in  port,  they  enjoyed  the  advantages  of 
it  during  that  time  ; and  the  very  great  di- 
minution of  ficknefs  and  mortality,  which 
appears  by  the  Tables  in  that  month,  fuf- 
ficiently  evinces  the  benefit  derived  from  it. 
In  lefs  than  four  weeks  the  fleet,  from  being 
very  ficldy,  became  extremely  healthy. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the  men  recovered 
fafter  on  board  than  on  lhore  ; and  it  would 
appear  that  land  air,  merely  as  fuch,  has  no 
Ihare  in  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy,  and  that  the 
benefit  arifes  from  the  concomitant  diet, 
cleanlinefs,  and  recreation.  The  expedient 
of  curing  men  on  board  of  their  fhips  was 
here  fuggefted  by  neceflity  ; but  it  fucceeded 
fo  well,  that  it  was  adopted  afterwards  in 
preference  to  an  hofpital,  which  is  indeed  a 

ufeful 
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ufeful  relief  to  a fleet  where  there  are  conta- 
gious, acute  diforders  ; but  with  regard  to 
fcurvy,  I am  convinced,  that  on  foreign  Ac- 
tions, at  leaft,  where  the  accommodations  of 
the  flck  are  more  indifferent  than  in  England, 
many  advantages  would  arife  from  fupplying 
men  with  refrefhments  on  board  of  their 
fliips.  It  appears  that  only  four  men  died  of 
this  difeafe  in  the  whole  fleet  in  the  month 
of  June,  though  there  were  fo  many  ill  of 
it  ; whereas  it  appears  by  the  books  of  hof- 
pitals,  that  fcorbutic  men  die  there  in  a 
much  greater  proportion,  and  chiefly  in  con- 
fequence  of  other  difeafes,  particularly  the 
flux,  which  they  catch  by  infedioo,  or  bring 
on  by  intemperance.  It  is  farther  in  favour 
of  this  fcheme,  that  great  numbers  of  thofe 
fent  on  fhore  are  loft  by  defertion.  It  is  alfo 
a great  laving  to  Government,  the  expence 
not  being  a fourth  part  of  what  it  would 
coft  at  an  hofpital. 

The  fleet  left  Barbadoes  on  the  ioth  and 
1 2th  of  July,  and  continued  healthy  till  the 
greater  part  of  it  failed  for  North  America 
in  the  beginning  of  Auguft. 
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CHAP.  r. 

* 

Some  Account  of  the  Interval  between  the  Campaign 
of  1781  and  the  Junction  of  the  Reinforcement  from 

England  in  April,  1782.- -The  main  Body  of 

the  Fleet  goes  to  North  America  — Lord  Rodney  goes 
to  England,  and  returns  to  the  Weft  Indies  with 
twelve  Ships  of  the  Line  — Health  of  the  Fleet  in 
England  — Sicknefs  moft  prevalent  in  the  Beginning 
of  a War  — A natural  Tendency  to  Recovery  in 
Ships  and  Individuals  — Advantages  of  this  Squadron 
in  point  of  Victualling. 


Wh  EN  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  went 
to  America  in  Auguft,  Lord  Rodney  went  to 
England  for  the  recovery  of  his  health.  — 

Wishing 
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Wifliing  to  lay  before  the  public  boards  fe- 
veral  reforms  that  fuggefted  themfelves  to 
me  in  the  courfe  of  the  late  fervice,  I ac- 
companied the  Admiral,  purpofing  to  return 
when  the  feafon  for  hoftile  operations  fliould 
have  brought  back  the  fleet  from  the  coaft 
of  America. 

Soon  after  arriving  in  England,  I prefented 
a memorial*  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty, 
propofing  fuch  means  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  health  of  the  fleet  as  had  occurred  to 
me  duiing  my  pad  fervice. 

The  Board  of  Admiralty  confidered  this 
memorial  with  all  the  attention  that  could 
be  expected  in  the  general  hurry  of  fervice, 
infeparable  from  a great  and  extenfive  war; 
and  I am  happy  in  being  able  to  fay,  that, 
in  confequence  of  my  application,  mod  of 
the  particulars  recommended  have  fmce  been 
fo  far  carried  into  effect  as.  to  produce  a 
pra&ical  conviction  of  their  utility. 

* See  Appendix  to  Part  II. 
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Lord  Rodney  having  recovered  his  health, 
hurried  out  to  his  Ration  with  all  the  force 
that  could  then  be  equipped,  as  the  enemy 
were  expefted  at  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  with 
a luperior  force,  after  their  fuccefles  againft 
us  in  the  autumn  campaign  in  America. 

I had  again  the  honour  to  accompany  the 
Admiral.  He  firft  failed  from  Portfmouth, 
with  four  (hips  of  the  line,  on  the  14th  of 
December,  and  was  to  have  been  joined  by 
two  more  that  lay  ready  at  Plymouth  ; but 
by  the  time  we  arrived  off  this  harbour  the 
wind  became  contrary,  whereby  we  were 
detained  there  till  the  14th  of  January, 
1782.  During  this  time  more  fhips  were 
got  ready,  and  fix  were  added  to  the  fqua- 
dron  ; for  the  public  anxiety  at  that  time 
called  forth  every  exertion  to  {Lengthen  this 
reinforcement,  upon  which  the  fate  of  the 
whole  Weft  Indies  was  fuppofed  to  depend. 

This  fleet  cleared  the  Channel  in  the  midft 
of  a ftorm,  and  with  the  wind  at  the  fame 
time  fo  fcanty,  that  we  barely  weathered 
Lfhant ; but  Lord  Rodney’s  perfeverance 
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and  refolution,  Simulated  by  tlig  exigency 
of  the  occafion,  banifhed  all  hefitation  and 
timidity.  Tlie  rough  weather,  and  contrary 
winds,  continued  through  the  variable  lati- 
tudes ; but  having  met  with  frefh  blowing 
trade  winds,  common  at  that  feafon,  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  get  fafe  to  Barbadoes 
with  the  whole  fquadron  on  the  19th  of 
February. 

All  the  twelve  fhips*  of  this  reinforce- 
ment had  been  on  fervice  for  a confiderable 
length  of  time  fi'nce  they  had  been  laft  com* 
miffioned,  except  the  Anfon,  a new  Ihip, 
which  had  never  before  been  at  fea,  and  the 
Fame  and  Yarmouth,  which  had  lately  un- 
dergone a thorough  repair,  lince  which  time 
they  had  been  only  for  a few  weeks  at  fea  in 
the  Channel  before  they  were  ordered  on  this 
expedition. 

The  only  Ihip  that  was  fickly  when  we 
left  England  was  the  Fame,  on  board  of 

* They  were  the  Formidable  and  Namur,  of  90  guns; 
the  Arrogant,  Conqueror,  Marlborough,  Hercules,  and 
Fame,  of  74  guns;  the  Yarmouth,  Repulfe,  Prothee, 
Anfon,  and  Nonfuch,  of  64  guns. 

which 
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which  fome  prefled  men,  with  the  infection 
about  them,  had  been  received  from  the 
Conqueftadore  guard  (hip ; and  the  fever 
which  broke  out  in  Plymouth  Sound,  where 
I was  firft  fent  for  to  vifit  that  fhip,  was 
probably  owing  to  the  infection  which  thefe 
men  brought  with  them.  The  other  fhips 
were,  upon  the  whole,  healthy  ; for  it  ap- 
peared by  the  weekly  accounts  delivered  to 
the  Admiral,  that  the  mortality,  including 
even  that  of  the  Fame,  for  the  four  weeks 
before  we  failed,  had  been  only  one  in  thir- 
teen hundred,  and  that  there  had  been  about 
one  in  twenty- nine  on  the  fick  lift. 

An  opportunity  offered  on  this  occafion  of 
comparing  the  health  of  fhips  of  war  in 
England  with  that  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
The  health  of  the  fleet  in  general  at  home 
was  at  this  time  about  the  proportion  above 
mentioned  ; but  it  is  to  be  remarked,  that  it 
was  healthier  then  than  in  the  former  part  of 
the  war. 

Plymouth  hofpital,  which  is  calculated 
for  twelve  hundred  men,  was  not  half  full ; 

F 2 and 
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and  there  were  not  at  this  time  more  than 
fix  hundred  men  at  that  of  Haflar,  which  is 
calculated  to  contain  two  thoufand  ; but  the 
latter  was  generally  full  during  the  firft  two 
or  three  years  of  the  war,  from  the  great 
fleets  that  put  into  Portfmouth.  At  one 
time  part  of  the  Tick  were  even  obliged  to 
be  accommodated  with  tents  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  hofpital,  for  want  of  room. 
But  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1781  the 
infectious  fever,  which  conftitutes  a great 
part  of  the  iicknefs  in  the  European  feas, 
was  almoft  extirpated,  and  in  a cruife  of 
five  weeks  in  the  north  part  of  the  Bay  of 
Bifcay,  under  Admiral  Darby,  in  September 
and  OCtober  of  this  year,  only  fix  men  were 
buried  in  that  time  from  tweuty-eight  fhips 
of  the  line. 

This  was  chiefly  owing,  as  I apprehend, 
to  the  length  of  time  which  the  war  had 
continued,  in  confequence . of  which  the 
men  of  the  refpeCtive  fhip’s  companies  had 
been  accuftomed  to  each  other,  and  habi- 
tuated to  the  mode  of  life  peculiar  to  a man 
of  war,  regulating  themfelves  according  to 
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certain  rules  of  good  order  and  cleanlinefs. 
The  caufes  of  the  fever  above  mentioned, 
as  (hall  be  more  fully  illuftrated  hereafter, 
are  chiefly  conne&ed  with  the  circumftances 
occurring  in  the  beginning  of  a war,  when, 
men  of  all  defcriptions  are  mixed,  without 
proper  precautions  being  taken  to  guard 
againfl:  the  infedtion  imported  from  jails  or 
guardlhips.  The  ficknefs  in  the  French 
fleet  was  ftill  greater  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war  than  in  the  Britifh  ; and  this  has 
been  the  cafe  in  all  the  wars  of  this  century:- 
In  the  fleet  commanded  by  the  Comte  d’Or- 
villiers,  in  1779,  the  ficknefs  was  fo  great 
as  to  difable  many  of  the  fhips  from  fervice, 
and  great  numbers  of  men  were  landed  at 
Breft,  with  a fever  fo  malignant  as  to  infect 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  country 
adjacent.  I believe,  befides,  that  the  general 
health  prevailing  at  this  time  in  the  fleet  in 
England,  was,  in  part,  owing  to  the  four 
crout  and  melafles,  which  were  now  fupplied 
more  amply  than  had  ever  been  done  before. 
The  entire  exemption  from  fcurvy  in  parti- 
cular is  to  be  afcribed  to  thcfe  improvements 
in  diet. 
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There  is  a tendency  in  acute  difeafes  to 
wear  themfelves  out,  both  in  individuals 
that  labour  under  them,  and  when  the  in- 
fe&ion  is  introduced  into  a community. 
Unlefs  there  was  fuch  a vis  mcdicatrix , there 
could  be  no  end  to  the  fatality  of  thefe 
diftempers ; for  the  infe&ious  matter  would 
go  on  multiplying  itfelf  without  end,  and 
would  neceflarily  deftroy  every  perfon  who 
might  be  a&ually  attacked,  and  would  infe£t 
every  perfon  who  might  be  expofed  to  it. 
But  animal  nature  is  fo  constituted,  that  this 
poifon,  after  exciting  a certain  fet  of  mo- 
tions in  the  body,  lofes  its  effect,  and  reco- 
very takes  place ; and  thofe  who  happen 
not  to  be  infedted  at  firft,  become  in  fome 
meafure  callous  to  its  impreflion,  by  being 
habitually  expofed  to  it.  There  is,  there- 
fore, a natural  pronenefs  to  recovery,  as 
well  with  regard  to  that  indifpofition  which 
takes  place  among  a fet  of  men  living  toge- 
ther, as  with  regard  to  a (ingle  individual 
who  actually  labours  under  the  difeafel 
Thus  the  mod:  prevailing  period  of  ficknefs 
is  when  men  are  new  to  their  fituation  and 
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to  each  other,  fo  that  time  of  itfelf  may 
prove  the  means  of  prevention  as  well  as 
of  cure. 

This  conhderation,  however,  ought  not  to 
fuperfede  any  part  of  our  attention  with  re- 
gard to  the  fcurvy,  which  does  not  become 
ipontaneoufly  extinft  like  acute  difeafes. 

During  the  three  firft  weeks  of  this  paf- 
fage  from  England  to  the  Weft  Indies,  there 
was  wet  and  boifterous  weather,  but  it  had 
very  little  effeft  in  augmenting  ficknefs ; 
and  though  it  not  only  fubjecled  the  men  to 
fatigue,  cold,  and  damp,  but  prevented  the 
fhips  from  opening  their  lower-deck  ports 
till  the  2d  ot  February,  between  the  31ft 
and  3 2d  degree  of  latitude,  thereby  pro- 
ducing clofe  air  and  moifture  where  the 
men  fleep,  yet,  in  the  whole  fquadron,  from 
its  leaving  England  till  this  time,  there  were 
only  feven  deaths,  four  of  which  were  in 
the  Fame. 

The  only  fea  epimedic  that  made  its  ap- 
pearance was  the  infe£tious  (hip  fever, 

F 4 which, 


)Z  diseases  of  the  fleet,  1782.  Tart  t. 

which,  in  many  cafes,  was  attended  with 
pleuritic,  rheumatic,  and  other  inflammatory 
ly mptoms,  owing  to  the  cold  and  wet,  to 
which  the  men  were  expofed  in  the  variable 
latitudes.  The  warm,  dry,  frefh  breezes 
which  we  had  during  the  remainder  of  the 
pafl'age,  were  probably  what  prevented  any 
bad  confequences  from  the  former  hardlhips, 
for  there  died  only  four  men  from  the  above- 
mentioned  date  till  we  arrived  at  Barbadoes  ; 
and  it  appeared  by  the  Admiral’s  weekly 
account,  that  the  proportion  of  the  fick 
neither  increafed  nor  diminifhed  from  the 
time  we  got  into  a warm  climate  and  fine 
weather  till  our  arrival  on  the  19th  of 
February. 

This  fquadron  left  England  with  feveral 
advantages  in  point  of  victualling,  which  no 
fhips  had  before  enjoyed.  They  were  amply 
fupplied  with  four  crout  and  melafles  ; they 
had  all  more  or  lefs  wine,  of  an  excellent 
quality;  and  the  Formidable  had  an  entire 
fuppty  of  it,  in  place  of  fpirits,  of  which 
none  was  put  on  board.  This  fhip  had  hi- 
therto, 
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tberto,  and  did  for  fome  months  afterwards, 
enjoy  an  extraordinary,  perhaps  an  unparal- 
leled, degree  of  health.  What  farther  con- 
tributed to  the  health  of  this  {hip  was, 
that  Ihe  had  been  long  in  commiflion,  and 
moft  of  the  recruits  with  which  the  crew 
had  been  completed  were  men  turned  over 
from  other  {hips.  There  was  alfo  extraor- 
dinary medical  attention  paid,  particulary 
in  watching  the  firft  beginnings  of  com- 
plaints. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  fquadron  at  Bar- 
badoes,  it  was  found,  that,  the  two  hoftile 
fleets  having  returned  from  North  America 
in  the  beginning  of  December,  the  cam- 
paign had  opened  with  the  liege  of  St. 
Ch  ri  flop  her ’s,  which  had  been  inverted  by 
twenty-eight  {hips  of  the  line,  and  a confl- 
derable  arrpy.  Our  fleet,  under  Lord  Hood, 
having  attempted,  with  great  enterprife  and 
{kill,  but  without  fuccefs,  to  relieve  it. 
Lord  Rodney  made  harte  to  join  them  with 
the  reinforcement  he  had  brought  from 
England.  He  remained  at  anchor  at  Bar- 
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badoes  only  one  night,  and  in  a few  days 
came  off  Antigua,  where  he  was  informed 
of  the  furrender  of  St.  Chriftopher’s  ; and 
here,  on  the  25th  of  February,  he  was 
joined  by  the  reft  of  the  fleet  in  their  return 
to  windward. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet  from  the  Junc- 
tion of  the  Squadron  from  England,  till  the  general 
Rendezvous  at  St.  Lucia  in  the  Beginning  of  April. 
——The  Fleet  found  on  the  Station  very  healthy— 
Health  of  the  Ships  from  the  American  Station  — 
Health  of  the  Ships  from  England  compared  with 
that  of  the  Ships  found  on  the  Station  — Small-pox 
prevalent  — Inftance  of  the  remarkable  Efficacy  of 
Lemon  Juice  in  curing  the  Scurvy  — Additional  Re- 
inforcement from  England  — Watering  Duty  dange- 
rous and  unhealthy  — The  moft  healthy  Ships  thofe 
that  had  been  longed  in  the  Climate  — Lift  of  the 
Numbers  taken  ill  of  each  Complaint  in  March  — 
Inflammation  of  the  Liver  not  common  in  the  Weft 
Indies. 

T HE  fleet  which  was  found  in  the  Well: 
Indies  confifted  of  all  the  fixteen  that  went 
from  thence  to  America  in  Auguft,  1781, 
(except  the  Terrible,  which  had  been  loft) 
together  with  fix  (hips  of  the  line*  from  the 

* Thefe  were  the  Prince  George,  of  90;  the  Bedford, 
Canada,  and  Royal  Oak,  of  74;  the  America  and  Pru- 
dent, of  64  guns. 
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American  ftation,  the  St.  Albans,  which  ar- 
rived from  England  in  November,  and  the 
Ruflel,  which  had  remained  in  the  Weft 
Indies  during  the  hurricane  months.  They 
were  all  extremely  healthy,  having  only 
one  man  in  twenty-eight  on  the  Tick  lift, 
and  very  few  had  been  lent  to  hofpitals. 

This  fleet,  after  arriving  from  America, 
had  lain  at  anchor  for  three  weeks  at  Barba- 
does,  where  it  had  the  advantage  of  the 
vegetable  refrefhments  which  that  ifland 
affords  ; but  during  three  vreeks  that  it  lay 
at  anchor,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  at  St. 
Chriftopheris,  the  men  were  excluded  from 
all  communication  with  the  fhore,  and  had 
no  vegetable  food,  except  fome  yams,  with 
which  they  were  fupplied  from  Antigua,  in 
place  of  bifcuit,  of  which  there  was  at  this 
time  a fcarcity.  Thefe  fhips  had  therefore 
been  in  no  port  for  fix  weeks,  except  for  a 
few  days  that  they  lay  in  the  road  of  An- 
tigua refitting,  and  putting  the  fick  and 
wounded  on  fhore. 
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The  men  had  alfo  been  deprived  of  their 
natural  reft,  and  expofed  to  the  air  during  all 
the  time  that  the  fleet  was  at  anchor  before 
St.  Chriftopher’s ; for  they  had  been  twice 
attacked  by  the  enemy  in  that  fituation, 
and  were  therefore  under  the  neceflity  of 
keeping  the  fhips  conftantly  clear  for  a&ion ; 
yet  no  increafe  of  ficknefs  followed.  This 
might  partly  be  owing  to  the  eagernefs  and 
alacrity  of  fpirits  naturally  excited  in  fuch 
a fltuation,  and  alfo  to  the  fleet  not  lying 
under  the  lee  of  any  land,  and  having  fprings 
upon  their  cables,  fo  that  they  had  all  the 
perflation  and  all  the  purity  of  air  which 
fhips  enjoy  when  at  fea.  The  fumigation 
which  fhips  undergo  in  battle,  has  alfo 
been  thought  to  contribute  to  their  health. 

To  whatever  caufe  it  was  owing,  the  fleet 
we  found  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  at  this 
time  healthier  than  that  which  had  juft  come 
from  England  ; and  there  was  but  little  dif- 
ference in  the  degree  of  health  of  the  diffe- 
rent fhips  that  compofed  it.  Of  thofe  which 
left  the  Weft  Indies  in  Auguft,  and  returned 
in  December,  the  only  one  that  could  be 
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faid  to  have  any  epidemic  difeafe  was  the 
Prince  William,  which  had  never  got  en- 
tirely free  from  the  dyfentery  that  was  for- 
merly mentioned  as  prevailing  fo  much  on 
board  of  this  fhip  laft  year.  The  difeafe 
was  kept  up,  by  the  fhip  never  having  been 
cleared  of  the  men  affe&ed  with  it,  and  by 
the  crew  in  general  being  ill  provided  with 
flops  *,  a circumflance  that  would  render 
them  more  fufceptible  of  whatever  infection 
they  might  be  expofed  to. 

There  were  alfo  fome  remains  of  the  fame 
difeafe  in  the  Intrepid,  the  feeds  of  it  having 
been  more  or  lefs  continued  from  the  fum- 
mer  of  i 780,  at  which  time  it  prevailed  to 
a moft  violent  degree.  The  Alfred  had  a 
few  of  all  the  fea  epidemics,  and  had  been 
for  a long  time  before  more  or  lefs  in  the 
fame  fituation,  from  a negleft  of  cleanlinefs, 
particularly  of  the  men’s  perfons. 

The  only  fhip  in  which  there  was  any 
thing  like  an  epidemic  was  the  Canada. 

* This  is  a term  in  ufe  for  the  different  articles  of 
feamen  s cloathing,  particularly  fhirts  and  trowfers. 

This 
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This  fhip,  when  at  home,  had  for  many 
months  before  fhe  failed  been  in  unremitting 
fervice,  and  very  little  in  port.  On  the  paf- 
fage  from  England  to  America,  in  Auguft, 
1781,  there  broke  out  a fevere  dyfentery, 
to  which  the  fcorbutic  habit  of  the  men, 
from  being  fo  long  at  fea,  probably  pre-dif- 
pofed  them.  Though  it  had  abated  much 
in  February,  1782,  it  was  then  by  no  means 
extindt,  and  continued  till  April.  The 
Prince  George  had  been  in  commiffion  all 
the  war,  and  was  a model  of  difcipline  and 
cleanlinefs,  and  confequently  of  health.  This 
continued  till  the  pafl'age  from  America, 
when,  upon  the  firft  cold  weather  after  lea- 
ving New  York,  there  broke  out  a violent 
dyfentery,  of  which  fixteen  men  died.  This 
is  agreeable  to  what  Dr.  Lind  obferves,  that 
the  flux  may  be  brought  on  by  a fudden 
tranfition,  either  from  cold  to  heat,  or  from 
heat  to  cold.  All  the  men  that  were  ill  of 
this  difeafe  having  been  fent  to  the  hofpitai 
at  Barbadoes,  and  the  ufual  attention  to 
cleanlinefs  having  been  kept  up,  the  dif- 
eafe entirely  vanifhed. 
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All  the  other  (hips  of  the  American  datiorx 
had  been  more  or  lefs  viflted  with  (icknefs 
after  they  left  England,  except  the  Bedford. 
This  was  probably  owing  to  this  (hip  having 
been  longer  in  commiffion  than  any  of  the 
others,  that  is,  for  four  years,  and  all  that 
time  under  the  fame  commander.  This  lad: 
circumdance  falls  to  the  lot  of  few  (hips ; 
but  a great  advantage  attends  it  5 for  the 
mutual  knowledge  and  attachment  of  the 
captain  and  (hip’s  company  is  naturally 
produtdive  of  regularity  and  good  difcipline, 
and  thereby  of  health. 

The  Royal  Oak,  Prudent,  and  America, 
which  left  England  with  the  Bedford, 
though  they  had  been  afflidfed  with  the 
feurvy  and  other  complaints  foon  after  ar- 
riving in  America,  had  been  quite  healthy 
for  l'ome  time  before  coming  to  the  Wed 
Indies,  and  were  fo  much  fo  at  this  period, 
that,  though  there  were  a few  fores  and 
{light  complaints  on  their  (ick  lids,  there 
was  not  a man  confined  with  illnefs,  fo  a3 
properly  to  be  called  lick.  The  Royal  Oak, 
having  been  the  flag  (hip  of  Admiral  Ar* 
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buthnot,  was  manned  with  choice  feamen, 
which  is  a circumftance  generally  conducive 
to  health  ; for  thefe  being  accuftomed  to  a 
fea  life,  are  more  provident*  more  handy 
and  methodical  ill  all  that  relates  to  diet* 
cloathing*  and  cleanlinefs.  The  fcurvy, 
which  infefted  her  upon  firft  arriving  in. 
America,  was  fuccefsfully  treated  on  board 
by  ferving  to  thofe  who  were  ill  of  it  a 
mefs*  compofed  of  foft  bread,  baked  on 
purpofe,  and  mixed  with  wine  and  offence 
of  malt; 

The  Prudent,  though  now  quite  healthy, 
had  been  fickly  foon  after  being  put  into 
commifiion  in  Europe*  and  upon  firft  ar- 
riving in  America.  She  had  been  uncom- 
monly fickly,  when  a new  fhip,  upon  her 
firfi:  voyage,  which  was  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
during  the  peace.  This  remarkable  degree 
of  ficknefs  was  probably  owing  to  a parti- 
cular experiment  that  was  made  in  preparing 
the  wood  of  which  (he  was  built;  This 
experiment  confifted  in  foaking  the  timber 
for  a length  of  time  in  a flrong  pickle,  in 
order  to  make  it  lefs  corruptible.  The  only 
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other  fhip  on  which  the  trial  of  this  was* 
made  was  the  Intrepid  ; and  it  has  been  al- 
ready mentioned  that  this  was  an  extremely 
fickly  fhip.  The  effect  of  it  upon  the  wood 
was  to  caufe  a condant  moillure  and  moul- 
dinefs  in  the  orlops  and  holds*  In  the  In- 
trepid, the  fickncfs  was  never  conquered  till 
a practice  was  followed  of  pumping  and 
bailing  her  with  great  care,  and  putting  a1 
(ire  into  the  well  for  fix  hours  every  day, 
by  which  means  the  dampnefs,  and  the 
mildew  produced  by  it,  were  removed  and 
prevented,  and  the  fhip  thereby  rendered 
healthy. 

The  two  fquadrons  being  united,  and 
confiding  of  thirty-four  (hips  of  the  line, 
proceeded  to  St.  Lucia,  wThere  they  arrived 
on  the  id  of  March. 

I received  monthly  returns-  as  formerly, , 
and  the  form  of  them,  was  improved  by 
adding  a column  for  the  numbers  taken  ill 
of  the  feveral  difeafes  in  the  c-ourie  of  the 
month.  The  returns  of  February  are  not 
complete,  there  being  none  for  the  id  of 
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that  month,  as  we  had  not  then  arrived ; 
bat  as  the  returns  of  the  ift  of  March  have 
relation  to  the  preceding  month,  a judge- 
ment may  be  formed  of  the  hcknefs  and 
mortality  of  February  from  the  following 
table  : 


Extract  from  the  Returns  of  the 
ift  of  March,  1782. 


DISEASES. 

Put  on  the 
Sick  Lift 
laft  Month. 

Died  laft 
Month. 

Sent  to  the 
Hofpital 
laft  Month. 

Fevers  - - - - 

5 S3 

r5 

9 

Fluxes  - - - - 

263 

6 7 

0 

Scurvy  - - - - 

121 

2 

5 

Other  Complaints 

618 

59 

Total  - - - 

1 555 

109 

73 

This  account  is  abftratted  from  the  re- 
turns of  twenty  nine  (hips  of  the  line,  and 
two  frigates. 
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The  difeafes  and  deaths  under  the  head  of 
“ Other  Complaints,”  is  much  more  nume- 
rous in  this  month  than  ufual,  which  is 
chiefly  owing  to  the  preceding  actions  with 
the  enemy,  and  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
fmall  pox.  Of  the  deaths  under  this  head, 
feventeen  were  in  confequence  of  wounds, 
fix  from  fmall  pox,  one  from  a mortifica- 
tion * in  the  fhoulder,  and  one  from  con- 
fumption. 

None  of  the  epidemics  affe&ed  one  part 
of  the  fquadron  more  than  another,  except 
that  the  fhips  la  ft  from  England  had  a lei's 
proportion  of  the  flux  than  the  reft ; and 
the  few  cafes  of  this  difeafe  that  were  in 
thefe  fhips  arofe  after  their  arrival  in  the 
climate.  The  Conqueror  and  Fame,  which 

* The  mortification  in  the  fhoulder,  mentioned  above, 
was  fomewhat  Angular.  It  happened  to  a man  in  the 
Yarmouth,  who,  after  being  for  a week  ill  of  a fever 
and  flux,  was  one  day,  early  in  the  morning,  feized 
with  a pain  in  the  upper  part  of  the  right  arm,  which 
immediately  began  to  mortify.  He  foon  after  became 
convulfed,  and  died  the  fame  day  about  two  o’clock. 
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Tvcrs  the  two  moft  fickly  Ihips,  had  no 
complaints  but  fevers. 

The  fevers  had  now  begun  to  take  on 
fome  of  the  chara&eriftic  fymptoms  of  the 
climate ; the  chief  of  which  is  a greater 
abundance  of  bile.  In  the  Repulle,  two 
men  had  the  yellow  colour  of  the  {kin, 
which  is  fo  peculiar  to  the  fevers  of  this 
climate. 

« 

The  crew  of  the  Anfon  caught  an  infec- 
tious fever  from  a guardfhip  in  England  ; 
and  when  the  Prothee  failed,  there  was  a 
fever  of  the  fame  kind  on  board  ; but  from 
the  change  of  climate,  the  fymptoms  be- 
came milder,  and  the  dil'eafe  difappeared 
in  both  thefe  Ihips  in  the  courfe  of  this 
month. 

The  fmall  pox  prevailed  more  at  this 
time  in  the  fleet  than  I have  ever  known 
it  to  do  either  before  or  fince,  and  that 
both  in  the  fquadron  from  England  and  hi 
that  from  North  America.  There  were  fix 
cafes  in  the  Formi  able,  all  of  which  did 

G 3 well, 
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well,  though  two  were  of  the  confluent 
kind. 

Though  there  needs  hardly  any  additional 
proof  of  the  extraordinary  efficacy  of  lemon 
juice  in  curing  the  fcurvy,  yet  it  may  be  of 
fervice  to  imprefs  fo  ufeful  a truth  on  the 
mind  by  mentioning  fuch  ffriking  proofs  of 
it  as  occurred  from  time  to  time.  The  Ar- 
rogant fpoke  with  a Portuguefe  veffel  near 
Madeira,  from  which  fome  of  this  fruit  was 
procured,  and  the  only  fcorbutic  man  on 
board  happening  to  have  fome  of  the  moil 
defperate  fymptoms,  fuch  as  putrid  gums, 
contracted  hams,  the  calves  of  the  leg  hard 
and  livid,  and  frequent  faintings,  a fair  op- 
portunity offered  for  trying  its  virtues. 
The  man  was  allowed  two  of  them  daily, 
and  was  perfectly  well  in  fixteen  days,  du- 
ring all  which  time  the  fhip  was  at  fea,  fo 
that  it  was  impoflihle  to  afcribe  the  cure  to 
any  other  caufe. 

The  fleet  remained  at  St.  Lucia  from  the 
1 ft  till  the  18th  of  March,  completing  the 
water,  provifions  and  ftores,  landing  the  fick 

at 
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at  the  hofpital,  and  alfo  watching  the  mo- 
tions of  the  enemv,  who  arrived  about  the 
fame  time  at  Martinico  from  the  fege  of 
St.  Chriftopher’s,  During  this  time  we 
were  reinforced  with  the  Duke,  of  90  guns, 
:and  the  Warrior  and  Valiant,  of  74  guns, 
from  England.  O11  tire  i-Sth  the  whole 
fleet,  except  the  Invincible,  which  was  de- 
tached with  a convoy  to  Jamaica,  failed  on 
a cruife  to  windward  of  Martinico,  in  queft 
•of  a French  convoy  expected  from  Europe; 
which  having  ekided  us,  and  got  into  their 
•own  harbour,  the  whole  fleet  returned  to 
St.  Lucia  on  the  30th  of  March,  excepting 
the  Prudent,  which  was  Pent  to  Barbadoes. 

* * # 

We  found  at  St.  Lucia  the  Magnificent, 
of  74,  and  the  Agamemnon,  of  64  guns, 
which  were  the  laf  reinforcement  of  this 
campaign,  making  the  Britifh  fleet  on  this 
flation  amount  to  forty  flips  of  the  line, 
a much  greater  force  than  was  ever  before 
employed  on  foreign  fervice.  They  were 
all  copper  bottomed. 
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The  weather  continued  fine  all  this  month, 
yet  there  was  home  increafeof  ficknefs,  ow- 
ing chiefly  to  the  hardfhip  the  men  under- 
went in  wooding  and  watering.  In  Choc 
Bay,  where  the  fleet  watered,  there  was  at 
this  time  a higher  furf  than  was  ever  re- 
membered, which  made  the  operation  of 
watering  (at  all  times  noxious  in  this  cli- 
mate) uncommonly  toilfome  and  dangerous. 
It  was,  indeed,  next  to  impracticable  ; for 
many  longboats  were  ftaved  on  the  beach, 
by  which  feyeral  men  had  their  limbs  bro- 
ken, and  fome  loft  their  lives,  by  being 
crufhed  or  drowned ; but  the  necefiity  of 
the  fervice  admitted  of  no  relaxation  or  de- 
lay. There  was  no  increafe  of  wind  to  ac- 
count for  this  furf,  fo  that  it  was  owing 
either  to  fomething  in  the  currents,  or  to 
fome  fubterraneous  caufe;  and  there  had 
been  felt  at  Barbadoes  and  St.  Lucia,  about 
this  time;  a flight  fhock  of  an  earthquake  *-9 

to 


* Earthquakes  are  frequent  in  the  Weft  Indies,  aqd 
perhaps  proceed  from  a weaker  operation  of  the  fame 
caufe  that  originally  produced  the  iflands  themfelves, 
which  feem  all  to  have  been  railed  from  the  fea  by  fub- 
terraneous 
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to  which  many  imputed  this  extraordinary 
furf.  In  other  refpedts,  there  were  fewer 
caufes  of  ficknefs  than  ufually  occur  to  a 
fleet  in  port  in  this  part  of  the  world  ; for 
the  air  of  the  road  is  remarkably  pure,  and 
there  were  fewer  temptations  and  oppor- 
tunities of  intemperance  than  at  the  other 
Hlands. 

Tire  monthly  returns  of  the  furgeons 
were  very  fujl  and  complete ; but  as  it 
would  be  tedious  to  infert  at  length  thofs 
of  every  particular  (hip,  and  as  the  number 
of  (lrips  flu&uated  in  different  months,  I 
fhali  do  no  more  hereafter  than  fet  down 
the  general  refults  from  calculation,  fo  as 
to  fhew  the  proportional  prevalence  of  dif- 
eafe  and  mortality  in  each  month. 

Table, 

terraneous  fire.  There  are  evident  veftiges  of  volcanoes 
in  them  all,  except  Barbadoes ; but  there  aie  other  un- 
equivocal marks  of  this  ifland  having  been  raifed  from 
the  bottom  of  the  fea ; for  it  is  entirely  formed  of  coral, 
and  other  fub-marine  productions,  of  which  the  ftrata 
are  broken,  and  the  parts  fet  at  angles  to  each  other,  as 
nught  be  expeCted  from  fuch  a caufe.  There  is,  per- 
faps,  at  all  times  in  the  caverns  of  the  earth,  elaflic 

vapour 
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Table,  diewing  the  proportional  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  March. 
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The  firft  column  is  formed  by  dividing 
the  whole  number  on  board  by  the  number 

taken 

vapour  ftroggjiog  -to  vent  itiielf,  and  when  near  the  fur- 
faoe,  it  may  fometjmes  overcome  the  incumbent  mafles 
of  matter,  and  produce  certain  convulfions  of  nature. 
In  the  account  of  the  hurricane  which  I wrote  to  Dr. 
Hunter,  I gave  reofons  for  believing,  from  the  teflimony 
of  the  inhabitants,  that  hurricanes  are  attended  with 

earthquakes ; 
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taken  ill.  The  fecond  column  is  formed  by 
ftrft  adding  the  number  ill  on  board  on  the 
frft  of  the  month  to  the  number  taken  ill 
during  the  month,  fubtra&ing  from  this 
fum  the  number  fent  to  the  hofpital,  and 
dividing  the  remainder  by  the  number  of 
deaths. 

The  number  on  the  lick  lid:  of  twenty- 
eight  Ihips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates, 
on  the  firft  of  this  month,  was  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  ; the  number  put  on  the 
lifts  in  the  courfe  of  the  month  was  one 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-four ; 
and  the  number  fent  to  the  hofpital  in  the 
fame  time  was  three  hundred  and  feventy- 
three ; and  there  died  on  board  thirty-one. 

earthquakes;  and  if  a conje£lure  might  be  advanced  con- 
cerning the  caufe  of  this,  it  might  be  faid,  that  as  the 
atmofphere  is  lighter  at  that  time,  by  feveral  inches  of 
the  barometer,  theelaftic  vapour,  confined  by  the  weight 
of  the  incumbent  earth  and  atmofphere,  being  lefs  com- 
preffed,  may -exert  ,fpme  fenfible  effects,  producing  a fort 
ofe^ploficn. 


The 


PART  I 


$2  DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  1 7 82. 

The  total  mortality  this  month,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  whole  number  of  men  on  hoard, 
was  one  in  fix  hundred  and  feveti. 

It  almofl:  always  happens,  that  (hips  of 
war  are  more  or  lefs  fhort  of  complement, 
and  allowance  is  made  for  this  in  all  the 
calculations ; for  having  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  infpedHng  the  weekly  accounts  deli- 
vered to  the  Admiral,  it  was  always  in  my 
power  to  be  informed  how  many  there  were 
fhort  of  the  legal  complement  of  men  in 
each  fhip. 

It  appears,  from  comparing  the  Tables  of 
this  month  with  thofe  of  the  preceding, 
that  there  had  been  a great  increafe  of 
fevers  and  fluxes,  particularly  of  the  latter. 
The  fevers  prevailed  chiefly  in  the  fhips 
lately  from  England,  efpecially  the  Fame 
and  Conqueror.  In  the  Duke  there  were  a 
great  number  ill  of  fevers  ; . but  this  fhip 
not  having  arrived  from  England  till  after 
the  firfl  of  the  month,  is  not  included  in 
the  calculation.  The  fluxes  were  mod  pre- 
valent in  the  fhips  we  found  on  the  ftation, 

particularly 
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particularly  the  Canada,  Refolution,  and 
Nymph  fiigate.  The  fcurvy  had  increafed 
very  little,  but  prevailed  moft  in  the  Chips 
we  found  here.  The  only  Chips  of  the 
new  fquadron  that  had  this  difeafe  to  a 
con  fide  rable  degree,  were  the  Conqueror 
and  Nonfuch.  The  former  had  indeed  a 
good  many  ill  of  it ; but  the  return  having 
been  made  in  an  imperfedt  manner,  this 
fhip  is  not  included  in  the  calculation. 

But  the  Chips  that  were  by  far  the  moft 
healthy  were  thofe  that  had  been  the  longeft 
from  England,  the  Ajax,  Rufl'el,  Montague, 
Royal  Oak,  and  Prudent.  There  had  been 
formerly  a great  mortality  in  all  thefe  ftiips  ; 
and  it  would  appear  that  this  uncommon 
degree  of  health  was  owing,  in  fome  mea- 
fore  at  leaft,  to  this  circumftance,  that  the 
moft  weakly  had  been  fwept  ofF  by  the 
different  diftempers  to  which  they  were  ex- 
pofed  ; fo  that  only  the  more  hardy  and 
robuft  had  furvived. 

Under  the  head  of  “ Other  Complaints,” 
a much  fmaller  number  wrere  put  on  the 

lift, 
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lift,  and  ftill  fewer  died,  in  this  than  the 
preceding  month.  This  difference  is  ow- 
ing to  the  number  that  died  of  wounds  laft: 
month. 

There  died  on  board,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  month,  thirteen  of  fevers,  feven  of 
fluxes,  and  feven  of  other  complaints,  of 
whom  five  died  of  fmall  pox,  one  of  afthma, 
and  one  of  wounds  he  received  at  St.  Chrif- 
topher’s. 

In  order  to  fhow  more  fully  and  minutely 
what  are  the  complaints  incident  to  fleets 
in  this  climate,  I fhall  let  down  a lift  of 
the  numbers  taken  ill  of  the  different  dii- 
eafes  and  accidents  during  this  month,  ex- 
tra£led  from  the  returns  of  twenty-eight 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates. 


Fevers  - - 

806 

Pe&oral  com-  ] 

40 

Fluxes  - — 

463 

plaints  - j 

Scurvy  - — 

130 

Venereal  com-  | 

2 2 

Ulcers  - — 

1 29 

plaints  - j 

Smallpox  — 

49 

Colds  - - - 

3° 

Rheumatifm 
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Rheumatiftn  - 1 8 
Angina  - - - 10 

Gravel  - - — 

Dropfy  - - — 

Ophthalmia  - - 

Leprofy  - - — 

Fiftula  in  ano  - 3 

Hernia  humoralis  1 


Abfcefs  - - - 1 

Fradures  - - 3 

Various  flight  3 


accidents,  as  j 
bruifes,  cuts, 
fcalds,  &c. 


163 


Total  1884 


The  number  of  ulcers  bears  here  a fmaller 
proportion  to  the  whole  than  it  does  in  ge- 
neral to  the  fum  total  of  the  fick  lift ; for 
being  the  moft  tedious  of  all  complaints, 
they  confequently  accumulate  more  than  any 
other.  Thus  many  of  the  cafes  now  fet 
down  as  flight  accidents,  will,  in  the  en- 

fuing  month,  be  in  the  ftate  of  obftinate 

* 

ulcers. 


Moft  of  the  difeafes  of  one  hot  climate 
refemble  thofe  of  another,  fo  far  as  I know; 
but  there  is  one  difeafe  which  we  hear  of  as 
being  extremely  prevalent  all  over  the  Eaft 
Indies,  which  is  hardly  ever  met  with  in 
the.  tropical  regions  of  the  Weft.  This  is 
the  inflammation  of  the  liver,  of  which  I 

remember 
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remember  to  have  feen  only  one  well- market! 

cafe,  and  it  was  that  of  a gentleman  who 

had  been  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  had  been 

fubjed!  to  it  there  : nor  do  I recoiled!  more 

than  one,  or  at  mod:  two,  cafes  of  this  fort 

out  of  feveral  thoufand  cafes  of  various  dif- 
\ 

cafes  that  were  reported  to  me.  This  is 
either  owing  to  the  greater  heat  and  drynefs 
of  the  air  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  or  fome  other 
peculiarity  with  which  w«  are  not  ac- 
quainted*. 


Every  other  inflammatory  complaint  exifts 
more  of  lefs,  though  they  are  much  rarer 
than  in  cold  and  temperate  climates.  The 
phthilis  pulmonalis  is  not  fo  common  as  in 
cold  climates,  but  proves  fooner  fatal  to 

mod 

* Since  the  publication  of  the  firft  edition  of  this 
■work  I have  been  informed  that  this  complaint  is  not  fb 
rare  on  /bore  as  in  the  fleet,  which  may  be  partly  owing 
to  the  greater  coolnefs  of  the  air  at  fea,  and  partly  from 
the  feamen  not  having  been  a fufficient  length  of  time  in 
the  climate  to  be  aft'edted  with  this  difeafe,  as  few  of 
them  had  beeji  more  than ' two  years  from  England. 
But  as  this  aftedlion  of  the  liver  was  very  common  in  the 
fleets  and  naval  hofpitals  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  it  is  evident 

that 
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moll  conftitutions.  There  are  certain  pul- 
monic complaints,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
afthmatic  kind,  to  which  the  climate  of  the 
Weft  Indies  is  remarkably  favourable  ; but 
thofe  in  which  there  are  tubercles  and  ulce- 
ration feem  to  be  hurried  fafter  to  a fatal 
termination.  The  climates,  from  the  thir- 
tieth to  the  fortieth  degree  of  latitude,  feem 
to  be  beft  fuited  to  confumptive  complaints. 
The  rhe'umatifms  that  occur  in  hot  climates 
are  moftly  of  the  chronic  kind-. 

that  there  is  a great  difference  of  the  climates  in  this  re- 
fpeiff.  It  is  worth  remarking,  that  it  fometimes  breaks 
out  in  the  "Weft-India  Iilands  like  an  epidemic.  The 
complaint,  for  inflance,  was  very  little  known  in  the 
ifland  of  Grenada,  till  about  the  year  1785,  when  it 
became  very  frequent  in  a particular  quarter  of  the  ifland ; 
and  the  gentleman  who  fent  the  defciption  of  it  to  Eng- 
land alledged,  that  there  were  the  moll  unequivocal 
proofs  of  its  being  contagious.  It  was  mod  fuccefsfully 
treated  by  very  copious  bloodletting,  and  in  exciting  a 
falivation  by  mercury.  See  Dr.  Duncan’s  Medical  Com- 
mentaries, Decad.  2,  vol.  I. 


H C H A P. 


r 


[ 9»  ] 


CHAP.  III. 


State  of  Health  of  the  Fleet  in  April  1782 Battles 

on  the  9th  and  12th  — The  Fleet  very  healthy  — from 
the  Quality  of  Provifions  — from  the  Effects  of  Vic- 
tory— Advantages  of  clofe  Aclion  — What  Difeafes 
mod  prevalent — Extraordinary  Degree  of  Health  in 
the  Formidable. 

T HIS  month  being  interefting,  on  account 
of  the  memorable  engagements  that  happened 
in  it,  the  remarks  fhall,  for  this  reafon,  be 
fomewhat  more  full  and  particular. 

Three  fhips  of  the  line  having  beenferlt  to 
protect  convoys  to  Jamaica,  and  one  having 
been  fent  to  protect  a convoy  to  Barbadoes, 
there  remained  thirty-fix  at  St.  Lucia  in  the 
beginning  of  this  month.  By  the  end  of  the 
firfl:  week  their  damages  were  repaired,  their 
water  and  provifions  complete,  and  the  fick  in 
a great  meafure  recovered. 


An 
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1j 


i 


: | 


a 


i 


a 


An  equal 


force  of  the  enemy- 


lay  over 


againfl:  us  at  Martinico,  the  two  powers  of 
Britain  and  France  being  to  make  this  diflant 
quarter  of  the  world  the  theatre  for  trying 
their  flrength,  and  deciding  the  fovereignty 
of  the  feas.  In  the  view  of  this  great  event, 
our  commander  forwarded  the  neceflary  du- 
ties of  the  fleet  with  fuch  zeal  and  diligence, 
and  watched  the  motions  of  the  enemy  with 
fuch  vigilance,  that  he  overtook  their  grand 
fquadron  a few  hours  after  they  left  their  own 
port,  and  engaged  them  two  feveral  days, 
with  a fuccefs,  glorious  and  complete. 


Nothing  had  been  wanting  to  equip  this 
fleet  for  the  great  and  deciflve  exertion  it  was 
to  make.  Every  (hip,  except  two,  might  be 
faid  to  be  healthy,  moft  of  them  were  com- 
plete in  men,  well  appointed  with  officers, 
t and  well  found  in  (lores  and  provifions. — 
?jl  Conformable  to  this  was  the  eargerdefs,  the 
confidence,  and  refolution,  which  led  them, 
e | to  fuccefs  and  victory. 

f I i 

After  this  battle,  the  whole  fleet,  with  the 
prizes,  bore  away  for  Jamaica*  where  part 

Hz  of 
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of  it  arrived  on  the  laft  days  of  April,  but  the 
greater  part  of  it  kept  the  fea,  till  after  the 
middle  of  May.  , 

As  this  month  is  more  than  ufually  inte- 
refting,  the  tables  are  given  at  full  length, 
and  a column  is  added  for  the  wounded. 

The  fum  total,  of  the  numbers  of  the  men 
on  boardof  the  thirty-fix  fliips  that  compofed 
the  line  of  battle  on  the  12th  of  April,  was 
21,608,  and  the  mortality  during  the  month, 
exclufive  of  thofe  who  were  killed  or  died  of 
wounds,  was  one  in  862. 

There  was  lefs  licknefs,  and  lefs  death, 
from  difeafe  in  this  month,  than  any  of  the 
former  twenty-three  months,  in  which  I 
kept  records  of  the  fleet,  and  lefs  than  in  any 
fubfequent  month,  till  the  fleet  got  to  the 
coafl:  of  America. 

To  account  for  this,  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  men  had  not  been  expofed  to  the 
noxious  air  of  the  fliore  in  watering,  as  in 
the  preceding  month  : they  had  received 
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from  England  a frefh  fupply  of  provifionsj 
among  which  was  four  krout,  melafles,  and 
eflence  of  malt,  all  in  addition  to'  the  ordi- 
nary articles  of  victualling  : many  of  the 

fhips  were  fupplied  with  wine,  in  place  of 
rum,  and  as  the  weather  was  all  along  dry 
and  fine,  the  men  fuffered  the  lefs  from  the 
expofure  and  want  of  deep,  which  are  the 
neceflary  confequences  of  keeping  fhips 
clear  for  battle  for  fever al  days  and  nights 
together. 

Might  not  this  extraordinary  degree  of 
health  have  alfo  been  owing,  in  part,  to  the 
effects  of  fuccefsupon  the  fpirits  of  the  men  ? 
It  is  related*,  that,  when  the  fleet  under  Ad- 
miral Matthews  was  off  Toulon,  in  daily  ex- 
pectation for  fome  time  of  engaging  the  com-r 
bined  fleet  of  France  and  Spain,  there  was  a 
general  flop  put  to  the  progrefs  of  difeafe, 
particularly  of  the  fcurvy,  from  the  influ-r 
ence  of  that  generous  flow  of  fpirits,  with 
which  the  profpeCt  of  battle  infpires  hritifh 

* Dr.  Lind,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Ives,  furgeom 
to  Admiral  Matthews. 
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feamen.  But  if  the  mere  expectation  and 
ardour  of  a battle,  without  any  happy  event, 
could  have  fuch  a fenfible  cffeCt,  what  muft 
have  been  the  effect  of  the  exultation  of  vio 
Tory,  a victory  in  which  the  naval  glory  of 
our  country  was  revived  and  retrieved,  after 
a feries  of  misfortunes  and  difgraces,  which 
had  well  nigh  extinguifhed  the  national  pride 
in  every  department  of  fervice  ! The  plain 
and  honed:,  though  unthinking  feaman,  is 
not  lefs  affeCted  by  this  than  the  more  en- 
lightened  lover  of  his  country.  Even  the 
invalids  at  the  hofpital  demonftrated  their 
joy,  upon  hearing  of  this  victory,  by  hoitT 
ing  fhreds  of  coloured  cloth  on  their  crutches, 

It  would  appear,  that  there  is  fomething 
in  fituations  of  exertion  and  danger,  which 
infufes  a fort  of  preternatural  vigour.  When 
the  mind  is  interefted  and  agitated  by  aCtive 
and  generous  affeCtions,  the  body  forgets  its 
wants  and  feelings,  and  is  capable  of  a de- 
gree of  labour  and  exertion,  which  it  could 
not  undergo  in  cold  blood.  The  quantity 
of  mufcular  action  employed  in  fighting  at  a 
great  gun  for  a few  hours,  is  perhaps  more 

than 
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that  what  is  commonly  employed  in  a week 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  life,  and  though 
performed  in  the  midil  of  heat  and  fmoke, 
and  generally  with  the  want  of  food  and 
drink,  yet  the  powers  of  nature  are  not  ex- 
haufted  nor  overtrained  ; even  the  fmart  of 
wounds  is  not  felt ; and  the  future  health  of 
thofe  who  furvive  unhurt  by  external  violence 
is  fo  far  from  being  injured,  that  it  isfometimes 
mended  by  this  violent,  but  falutary  agitation. 

Thelofs  in  adtion,  and  the  number  of  mor- 
tal wounds,  were  not  fo  great  as  might  have 
been  expedtedin  a battle  continued  for  a whole 
day.  This  advantage  was  owing  to  the  fuperi- 
ority  of  our  fire,  as  well  as  to  the  clofenefs  of 
the  fight,  of  which  the  Commander  in  Chief 
fet  the  illuftrious  example,  by  penetrating 
the  enemy’s  line  with  his  own  fhip  ; a bold 
and  lingular  effort  which  firfl  decided  the  e- 
vent  of  the  day.  When  fhips  in  adtion  are 
oppofed  to  each  other  at  a fmall  diftance,  the 
velocity  of  cannon  balls  is  fo  great,  that  in 
penetrating  a lhip’s  fide,  few  or  no  fplinters 
are  torn  off;  and  by  thefe  more  men  are  com- 
monly killed  and  wounded,  than  by  the  ball 
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itlelf.  For  the  fame  reafon,  a clofe  (hot  does 
lefs  damage  all'o  to  the  (hip  itfelf,  than  a dis- 
tant one;  for  a quick-flying  ball  makes  an 
aperture  lefs  than  its  own  diameter,  whereas 
a lpent  one  produces  inumerable  deadly  fplin- 
ters,  at  the  fame  time  {hivering  the  objedt  it 
ftrikes,  and  making  wide  and  extenflve  rents 
in  it.  The  proportion  of  the  wounded  to  the 
killed,  is  alfo  greater  in  diflant,  than  in  clofe 
light,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
fmall  fplinters ; and  we  have  an  experimental 
proof  of  this,  in  comparing  the  adtion  in 
Fort  Royal  Bay  in  April  1781,  with  this 
near  Diminica  in  April  1782.  In  the  for- 
mer, the  enemy  having  kept  far  to  windward, 
and  engaged  at  a great  diftance,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  wounded  to  the  killed  was 
conflderably  more  than  four  to  one*  ; where- 
as in  the  latter,  where  the  greater  part  of  the 
battle  was  clofe,  the  proportion  of  the 
wounded  to  the  killed,  was  little  more  than 
three  to  one-j-. 

Though 

* London  Gazette,  Junt,  1781. 

q.  This  is  well  illuft rated  by  the  manner  in  which 
Captain  Nott,  of  the  Centaur,  was  killed  in  Fort-Royal 

Bay. 
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Though  it  is  a remark  not  belonging  to  a 
medical  work,  yet  it  may  be  oblerved,  that 
die  greate.ft  advantage  that  arofe  to  us  from 
, clofe  a&ion  was,  thatthe  fire  of  the  enemy  was 
1 1 thereby  filenced  ; for  the  advantages  would  be 
i]  mutual  and  equal,  on  the  fuppolition,  that 
1 the  French,  in  fuch  a fituation,  were  to  keep 
! the  deck,  and  ftand  to  their  guns  equally 
well  with  the  Britifh  feamen. 

It  appears,  by  examining  the  table,  that  the 
fhips  in  which  the  fevers  chiefly  prevailed 
this  month,  were  thofe  that  came  laft  from 
| England,  and  that  thofe  in  which  the  fluxes 
prevailed  moft  were  chiefly  of  the  fquadron 
we  found  on  the  ftation,  namely,  the  Cana- 
da, P.efolution,  and  Prince  William.  The 
ljitter  however  recovered  greatly  in  the  courfe 

, f . . . . _ r 

Bay.  This  brave  man,  having  carried  his  Ship  nearer 
the  enemy  than  the  reft  of  the  line,  but  neverthelefs  at  a 

(great  diftance,  had  his  fignal  made  to  keep  the  line,  and 
having  gone  into  his  cabin,  as  it  is  faid,  to  examine  tha 
import  of  the  fignal,  a cannon  ball  ftruckhim  in  the  groin, 
and  it  was  fo  far  fpent,  that  it  ftuck  in  his  body.  It  tore 
away  a whole  plank  of  the  /hip’s  fide,  the  fplinters  of 
which  killed  a young  gentleman,  the  only  perfon  near 
jfim. 


of 
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of  this  month.  Some  of  the  Ships  that  afri- 
ved  laft  from  England,  namely,  the  Arrogant, 
Prothee,  and  Anfon,  were  alfo  confiderably 
afflifted  with  fluxes,  but  they  were  of  an  ex- 
tremely mild  kind  ; and  the  fmall  number  of 
deaths  from  this  difeafe  in  comparil'on  with 
thofe  from  fevers,  is  a proof  of  a former 
obfervation,  that  this  is  the  fafeft  form 
in  which  ail  acute  difeafe  can  (hew  itfelf. 
This  fmall  degree  of  mortality  was  alfo  owing 
to  the  judicious 'method  of  treating  it  which 
was  in  general  pra£tifed  throughout  the  fleet ; 
and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  medical  gentlemen 
to  fay,  that  they  (hewed  on  this,  as  well  as 
every  other  occaflon,  great  (kill  and  attention 
in  the  treatment  of  the  (ick  and  wounded. 

The  furri  total  of  fevers  and  fluxes  that 
have  been  put  on  the  lift  this  month,  is  much 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  preceding  month  ; 
but  the  proportion  of  fluxes  in  April  is  much 
greater. 

The  proportidn  of  fcurvy  is  fomewhat  in- 
creafed  ; which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
when  it  is  confidered,  that  though  the  fleet 
n had' 
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had  not  been  fo  long  at  fea  as  is  neceflfary  to 
produce  it,  efpecially  in  this  climate,  yet  the 
| men  having  had  no  refrefhments  when  laft  in 
port,  may  be  confidered  as  having  been  all 
that  time  at  fea. 

The  fuperior  degree  of  health  in  this 
month  will  appear  in  a hill  Wronger  light, 
if  we  caft  our  eye  on  the  column  exprefling 
the  number  fent  to  the  hofpital,  the  pro- 
portion of  which,  is,  comparatively,  very 
fmall. 

v , • • : 

The  {hips  that  had  been  the  longeft  from 
England,  were  hill  among  the  moft  healthy. 
But  of  all  the  fleet,  none  was  fo  free  from 
flcknefs  and  mortality  as  the  Formidable. 
No  man  belonging  to  this  {hip  died  of  difeafe 
for  the  firft  four  months  after  failing  from 
Plymouth,  though  there  were  at  times 
poo  men  on  board,  and  never  lefs  than  the 
eflablifhed  complement,  which  is  750  ; and 
fo  few  >vere  taken  fick  in  that  time,  that 
only  thirteen  vyere  fent  to  hofpitals,  and 
their  complaints  were  fmall-pox  and  ulcers. 


This 
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This  fhip  left  England  provided  with  every 
thing  that  could  be  fuppofed  to  conduce  to 
the  health  of  men,  and  may  be  confidered 
as  an  experiment  to  prove  what  degree  of 
health  may  be  attained  by  proper  manage- 
ment and  attention.  She  was  furnifhed  not 
only  with  abundance  of  four  krout,  melafles, 
and  effence  of  malt,  in  common  with  the 
other  flips  ; but  what  was  peculiar  to  her, 
was  an  entire  fupply  of  excellent  wine,  in 
place  of  fpirits,  of  which  none  was  ufec) 
during  the  period  mentioned. 


it 
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Account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet  while  it  lay  at 
Jamaica  during  May,  June,  and  Part  of  July,  1782. 

p'rencli  Prizes  Caufes  of  Sicknefs  — Their 

Difference  from  the  Englifli  in  point  of  Cleanlinefs 
and  Difcipline  — Bad  Effefls  of  Land  Wind  and 
j Watering  Duty  — Situation  of  Port  Royal  — Seafon 
uncommonly  dry  and  windy — Fluxes  more  prevalent 
at  Sea  than  in  Harbour  — Comparifon  of  the  Sicknefs 
at  this  Time  with  that  of  the  Army  and  with  that  of 
the  Squadron  under  Admiral  Vernon  forty-one  Years 
before  — Efl'edls  of  Contagion  and  foul  Air — Officers 
more  aflefled  than  the  common  Men. 


All  the  fquadron  that  was  left  to  wind- 
ward of  Jamaica,  confifting  of  twenty-four 
Ihips  of  the  line,  kept  the  fea  during  great 
part  of  May,  the  laft  divifion  of  it  not 
having  come  to  Port  Royal  till  the  25th  of 
that  month. 


The  whole  fleet  remained  in  harbour 
during  the  remainder  of  the  month,  and  the 

whole 
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whole  of  the  next,  except  the  Warrior, 
Prothee,  and  Ruflell ; the  two  former  were 
fent  on  a cruife,  in  which  the  Warrior  con- 
tinued quite  healthy,  as  fhe  had  been  ever 
fince  her  arrival  from  England ; and  in  the 
Prothee  a great  check  was  given  to  the 
fevers  and  fluxes  which  had  begun  to  pre- 
vail at  Port  Royal.  The  Ruflell  was  fent 
to  England  with  a convoy. 
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Table,  (hewing  the  proportional  Preva- 
lence of  Sicknefs  and  Mortality  in  May. 
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The  whole  number  of  Tick  on  board  on 
the  firft  of  tills  month,  in  thirty-fix  fhips 
of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  upon  'which 
the  preceding  calculation  is  formed,  was  one 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighteen.  The 
whole  number  taken  ill  in  the  courfe  of  the 
month  was  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight ; the  number  fent  to  the  hof- 
pital  was  one  hundred  and  feventy-three  ; 

and  there  died  on  board  ninety-four. 

1 _ | 

1 

The  proportion  of  thole  who  died  this 
month,  in  relation  to  the  whole  number  on 
board,  was  one  in  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
feven. 

There  was  a confiderable  increafe  of  fick- 
nefs  and  mortality  this  month  in  all  the 
common  difeafes,  and  chiefly  in  that  part  of 
the  fquadron  which  was  in  port.  There 
was  lefs  increafe  in  the  number  of  fever9 
than  either  of  the  other  two  epidemics  ; 
but  fuch  was  their  increafed  malignancy, 
that  more  died  of  them  than  of  both  the 
others.  The  number  of  fluxes  was  more, 
than  double  of  what  it  was  the  preceding 

month, 
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month,  and  the  mortality  from  them  was 
alfo  in  a much  greater  proportion,  as  may 
be  feen  from  the  Tables. 

The  fevers  prevailed  chiefly  in  port,  and 
the  fluxes  at  feat  A good  many  of  the  lat- 
ter, indeed,  arofe  in  the  Alcide,  though 
conflantly  in  port ; but  this  feemed  to  be 
owing  to  contagion  conveyed  by  fome  Bri- 
tifh  foldiers*  who  were  fent  on  board  of 
this  fhip  after  being  retaken  in  one  of  the 
French  men  of  war,  feveral  of  whom  were 
ill  of  this  difeafe.  But  there  were  few 
fluxes  in  thofe  fhips  at  Jamaica  in  which 
the  mod  malignant  fevers  appeared.  There 
? Were  a few  in  thofe  in  which  the  fevers 
arofe  from  the  air  of  the  marffles  on  the 
watering  duty  ; but  there  were  none  on 
board  of  the  French  prizes,  nor  in  thofe 
fflips  in  which  that  fort  of  fever  was 
which  proceeded  from  a fimilar  caufe,  that 
is,  filth  and  animal  effluvia.  Upon  the. 
whole,  in  thofe  fflips  in  which  the  fever 
was  mofl  malignant,  there  the  fewefl  fluxes 
were  found. 
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Several  circumftnnces  contributed  to  the 
increafe  of  ficknefs  and  mortality  this 
month. 

iff.  The  infedlion,  or  rather  the  foul  air, 
of  the  French  prizes,  in  moft  of  which  a 
very  bad  fever  broke  out  among  the  officers 
and  men  that  were  fent  from  the  fhips  of 
our  fleet  to  take  charge  of  them. 

The  difcipline  and  internal  oeconomy  of 
the  French  (hips  of  war  are  greatly  inferior  to 
thofe  of  rhe  Britiffi.  Their  decks  are  never 
wafhed,  and  there  is  a great  defeft  in  every 
point  of  cleanlinefs  and  order.  The  free 
courfe  of  the  air  is  obftru&ed  by  lumber  of 
every  kind,  and  by  bulkheads,  which  are 
not  taken  down  even  in  the  time  of  battle  ; 
and  the  gratings  are  covered  night  and  day 
with  tarpaulins,  even  in  a hot  climate. 
There  are  not  even  fcuppers  opened  on  the 
lower  deck  as  outlets  to  the  water  and  filth, 
which  neceflarily  accumulate  there,  and  for 
which  the  only  vent  is  a pipe  contrived  on 
purpole,  palling  from  that  deck  along  the 
ihip’s  fide  into  the  hold,  which  becomes 
• thereby 
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. thereby  a common  fink,  inconceivably  pu- 
j tricl  and  offenfive.  And  in  addition  to  the 
» ordinary  caules  of  corruption,  there  was 
one  peculiar  to  the  occalion  ; for  the  blood, 
jt the  mangled  limbs,  and  even  whole  bodies 
1 of  men,  were  caff  into  the  orlop,  or  hold, 
.and  lay  there  putrifying  for  fome  time.  The 
c common  Tailors  among  the  French  have  a 
fuperffitious  averfion  to  the  throwing  of 
bodies  overboard  immediately  after  they  are 
•killed,  the  friends  of  the  deceafed  wishing 
:to  referve  their  remains,  in  order  to  perform 
a religious  ceremony  over  them  when  the 
hurry  and  danger  of  the  day  fhall  be  over. 

1 When,  therefore,  the  ballafi,  or  other  con- 
tents of  the  holds  of  thefe  (hips,  came  to  be 
fiirred,  and  the  putrid  effluvia  thereby  let 
loofe,  there  was  then  a vifible  increafe  of 
ficknefs.  For  the  firfi  three  weeks  after  the 
.capture,  the  flench  proceeding  from  the 
numbers  of  wounded  men  contributed  alio 
to  taint  the  air. 


The  Ville  de  Paris  was  much  more  fickly 
! t*lan  the  other  prizes,  not  only  from  her  be- 
nig  larger,  and  thereby  containing  a greater 
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tnafs  of  foul  air,  but  by  receiving  the  fur- 
viving  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Santa  Monica, 
one  of  our  frigates,  which  had  been  caft 
away  on  the  Virgin  1 Hands,  and  whofe  men 
were  lb  reduced  by  hardfhip  and  intempe- 
rance, that  mod  of  them  were  taken  ill  as 
foon  as  they  came  to  breathe  the  unwhole- 
fome  air  of  the  French  prize.  To  whatever 
caufe  it  was  owing,  the  fever  was  much  more 
violent  here  than  in  the  other  prizes,  and  it 
generally  carried  men  off  on  the  third  or 
fourth  day ; and  what  is  remarkable,  the 
officers  were  affedted  by  it  in  a greater  pro- 
portion than  the  common  men.  One  lieu- 
tenant, and  every  warrant  officer,  except 
the  boatfwain,  died  of  it.  This  was  a proof 
that  the  ficklinefs  was  owing  to  the  bad  air, 
and  not  to  the  intemperance  and  irregula- 
rity fo  ufual  on  board  of  prizes,  which  only 
the  common  men  give  into  ; and  the  proba- 
ble caufe  of  the  officers  being  moft  affedted 
is,  that  they  were  accuftomed  in  common  to 
a purer  air,  by  living  in  the  mod:  clean  and 
airy  parts  of  the  fhip. 


It 
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It  is  alfo  remarkable,  that  the  Ville  de 
Paris  was  healthy  when  taken,  and  had  been 
fo  ever  fince  leaving  France  in  March,  1781; 
*ior  had  any  other  of  the  captured  fhips  of 
the  line  been  fickly  for  feme  time  before, 
except  the  Ardent,  when  Ihe  arrived  at  Mar- 
tin ico  four  months  before.,  at  which  time 
the  greater  part  of  the  crew  were  fent  to  tire 
hofpital  with  fevers.  This,  as  well  as  other 
fads  of  the  fame  kind,  tends  to  prove,  that 
when  men  come  to  be  much  habituated  tp 
bad  air,  their  health  is  not  affeded  by  it. 

The  F rench  Ihips  were  purified  by  walking 
^nd  fcraping,  by  fumigating  daily  with  gun- 
powder and  vinegar,  and  by  the  ufe  of  wind 
fails;  but  nothing  feemed  to  contribute  fo 
much  to  fweeten  the  air  in  them  as  burning 
fires  in  the  hold ; for  this  tended  both  to  make 
the  putrid  matter  exhale,  and  to  carry  it  off, 
by  producing  a perpetual  change  of  air.  Cap- 
tain Curgenven,  who  at  this  time  commanded 
the  Ville  de  Paris,  had  great  merit  from  his 
very  alfiduous  and  fuccefsful  endeavours  in  fo 
difficult  a duty  as  the  management  and  equip- 
ment of  this  great  Ihip.  In  coijfequence  of 
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the  judicious  meafures  taken,  and  the  men 
becoming  more  ufed  to  the  bad  air,  the  Tick- 
nefs  ceafed  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks. 

In  the  accounts  given  in  the  tables,  the 
French  prizes  are  not  included,  for  the  dif- 
orderly  ftate  in  which  they  were  at  this  time 
prevented  my  receiving  regular  returns  : but 
having  made  inquiry  concerning  the  morta- 
lity in  the  Ville  de  Paris,  I found,  that  of 
a crew  of  three  hundred  and  twelve  men, 
there  died  ten  in  the  month  of  May,  and 
there  were  thirty  fent  to  the  hofpital,  whofe 
cafes  were  fo  unfavourable,  that  about  one 
half  died.  The  only  difeafes  were  fevers. 
The  furgeon  of  the  Ardent  told  me  about 
the  fame  time,  that  one  third  of  the  crew 
of  that  fhip  was  ill  of  fevers. 

The  fecond  caufe  of  the  prevalence  of 
ficknefs,  while  the  fleet  was  at  Jamaica, 
was,  the  watering  duty,  which  was  carried 
on  at  Rock-fort,  about  three  leagues  from 
Port  Royal.  It  was  the  pra&ice  of  many 
of  the  fhips  to  leave  the  water  calks  on  Ihore 
all  night,  with  men  to  watch  them  ; and  as 

there 
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I l there  is  a laud  wind  in  the  night,  which 

I I blows  over  fome  ponds  and  matfhes,  there 
• were  hardly  any  of  the  men  employed  on 

that  duty  who  were  not  feized  with  a fever 
of  a very  bad  fort,  of  which  a great  many 
died.  The  (hips  that  followed  a different 
pradice  were  fomewhat  longer  in  watering  ; 
but  this  was  much  more  than  compenfated 
by  their  preferving  the  health  and  laving  the 
lives  of  their  men. 

The  land  wind  which  blows  on  the  (hore 
in  the  night  time,  is  a circumftance  in  which 
Jamaica  differs  from  the  fmall  iflands  to 
windward,  over  which  the  trade  wind  blows 
without  any  interruption  : but  though  this 
land  wind  blows  upon  Port  Royal  from  fome 
marfhes  at  a few  miles  diftance,  it  does  not 
leem  to  produce  ficknefs,  for  it  is  a very  heal- 
thy place,  and  feveral  of  the  (hips  enjoyed 
as  good  health  as  in  the  beft  fituations  on 
the  windward  Ration.  The  bay  which  forms 
this  harbour  is  bounded  towards  the  fea  by 
a peninfula  of  a fingular  form,  being  more 
than  ten  miles  in  length,  and  not  a quarter 
of  a mile  broad  at  any  part.  Great  part  of 
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it  is  fwauipy  and  overgrown  with  mangroves, 
&nd  though  of  fuch  fmall  extent,  we  fancied 
that  fofiie  of  the  fhips  that  lay  immediately 
to  leeward  of  this  part  were  more  fickly  than 
thofe  that  were  clofe  to  the  town  of  Port 
Royal,  which  Hands  at  the  very  extremity  of 
this  long  peninfula  upon  a dry,  gravelly  foil. 

C • < » 1 < j 

The  weather  this  month  was  uniformly 
dry  in  port ; but  at  fea  the  air  was  moift 
and  hazy.  Between  Jamaica  and  Hifpaniola, 
where  part  of  the  fquadron  was  left  to  cruife, 
dead  calms  prevailed  ; and  this,  joined  to  the 
moifture  of  the  air,  was  probably  what 
caufed  the  flux  to  prevail  chiefly  in  this  part 
of  the  fleet.  At  Port  Royal,  on  the  con- 
trary, there  was  a ftrong  dry  breeze,  which 
fet  in  every  day  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  and  blew  all  day  fo  frefh,  that 
there  was  frequently  danger  in  pafling  from 
one  lhip  to  another  in  boats.  This  is  called, 
in  the  language  of  the  country,  the  fiery  fea 
breeze , an  epithet  which  it  feems  to  have 
got  not  from  its  abfolute  heat,  but  from  the 
feverifh  feeling  which  it  occafions  by  drying  • 
up  the  perfpiration.  It  was  remarked,  that 

this 
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r this  breeze  was  dronger  this  feafon  than  had 
: ever  been  remembered  ; and  it  fometimes 
teven  blew  all  night,  preventing  the  land 
breeze  from  taking  its  ufual  courfe.  This 
year  was  farther  remarkable  for  the  want  of 
1 the  rains  that  were- wont  to  fall  in  the 
months  of  May  and  June.  We  (hall  have 
occalion  to  remark  hereafter,  that  this  was 
a very  uncommon  feafon  alfo  in  Europe  and 
America.  The  heat,  by  the  thermometer, 
this  month,  on  board  of  a fhip  at  Port  Royal, 
was,  in  general,  when  lowed;  in  the  night, 
at  jj9,  and  when  higheft  in  the. day, .in  the 
(hade,  at  83°. 

There  was  a confiderable  inpreafe  of  fcurvy 
Jn  this  month,  compared  with  the  former 
months  of  this  campaign  ; but  very  inconfi- 
derable,  compared  with  what  had  occurred 
in  cruifes  of  the  fame  length  in  former  years. 
The  lad  divifion  of  the  fle«t  had  been  at  fea 
feven  weeks,  all  but  one  day,  when  it  arrived 
at  Port  Royal ; and  though  the  fcurvy  had 
appeared  in  feveral  of  the  fhips,  it  did  not 
prevail  in  any  of  them  to  a great  degree, 
except  in  the  Nonfuch.  Out  of  fourteen 

deaths 
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deaths  which  happened  in  the  whole  fleet 
from  this  difeafe,  in  May,  feven  of  them 
were  in  this  fhip,  and  feveral  were  fent  from 
her  to  the  hoipital  in  the  laft  and  moft  de- 
fperate  ftnge  of  it.  But,  upon  the  whole,  the 
cafes  of  the  true  fea  lcurvy  in  the  fleet,  in 
general,  were  few  and  flight,  and  a great 
many  of  thofe  given  in  the  reports  under  the 
head  of  fcurvy,  were  cutaneous  eruptions  or 
ulcers,  not  properly  to  be  clafled  with  it. 

■ 

The  cruife  in  the  preceding  year  to  wind- 
ward of  Martinico,  may  be  compared  with 
that  in  May  of  this  year ; for  the  fleet  in 
both  cafes  had  been  at  fea  about  the  fame 
length  of  time.  But  the  companion  is  very 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  latter,  which  is  moll 
probably  to  be  imputed  to  the  plentiful  flip- 
ply  of  melafles,  wine,  four  krout,  and  elfence 
of  malt.  But  no  adequate  realon  that  I 
could  difcover  can  be  afligned  for  the  preva- 
lence of  it  in  the  Nonfuch  to  a degree  fo 
much  more  violent  than  in  the  other  Ihips  ; 
and  it  was  here  farther  remarkable,  that  it 
attacked  every  defeription  of  men  indilcri- 
minately;  for  I was  allured  by  the  officers 

and 
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and  by  the  furgeon,  that  not  only  the  help* 
lefs  and  difpirited  landfman  was  affedted,  but 
old  teamen,  who  had  never  before  fufFered 
from  it  on  the  longeft  cruiles.  I have  been 
led  by  this,  and  fome  other  fadts,  fo  iulpedt 
that  there  may  be  fomething  contagious  in 
this  difeafe. 

! JUNE. 

The  greater  part  of  the  fleet  remained  at 
Jamaica  during  this  month,  refitting  and 
watering.  Twelve  fhips  of  the  line  were 
fent  to  fea  on  the  17th,  under  the  command 
of  Rear-admiral  Drake,  but  not  being  able 
to  get  to  windward  on  account  of  the  frelh 
breezes  that  prevailed,  they  returned  to  Port 
Royal  on  the  28  th.  Such  of  thefe  fliips  as 
were  fickly,  became  more  healthy  while  at 
fea ; but  fome  bad  fevers  arofe,  particularly 
in  the  Princefla  ; and  it  is  a curious  circum- 
ftance,  that  thefe  fevers  attacked  only  thofc 
men  who  had  been  on  fliore  on  the  watering 
duty ; from  which  it  would  appear,  that 
fomething  caught  or  imbibed,  which  is  the 
caufe  of  the  fever,  lies  inadtive  for  fome 

time 
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time  in  the  conftitrution,  fome  of  the  men 
not  having  been  affedted  for  more  than  a 
week  after  they  had  been  at  fea. 

The  weather  continued  dry  and  windy,  as 
in  the  former  month  ; but  the  heat  was  in 
general  about  two  degrees  higher,  the  ther- 
mometer varying  from  790  to  84!°, 


Table,  (hewing  the  proportional  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  June. 


DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofe 
taken  ill  in  the 
Courfe  of  this 
Month. 

,V  1 1 

c • 

O «-•  C 

^ S a 0 

u 

0 .J3 

-a  — w 

iflS’o 

ir  0 c «/» 

§*ii 

A 

Fevers  - — 

Fluxes  - - - 

Scurvy  - - — 

Other  Complaints 

ONE  IN 

A— 

I 1 
20 
47 
37 

Y 

NI  3NO 

' *9 
83 
231 

97 

General  Proportion 

6 

L 

. 39 

The 


BOOK  II.  DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  178*.  12$ 

The  proportion  of  deaths  in  relation  to  the 
-whole  numbers  on  board,  was  one  in  one 
j hundred  and  thirty-eight. 

There  was  only  one  in  thirty  of  the  Tick 
fent  to  the  hofpital  in  the  courfe  of  this 
I month. 

There  was  an  increafe  both  in  the  num- 
bers and  fatality  of  fevers.  This  increafe 
was  chiefly  in  that  fort  of  fever  which  de- 
pends on  the  air  and  climate,  the  greater 
part  of  which  was  caught  on  the  watering 
duty.  There  was  a diminution  of  thofe 
fevers  depending  on  infection,  and  the  foul 
air  of  fhips,  which  arofe  in  the  French 
prizes.  The  care  that  was  taken  in  purify- 
ing thefe  fhips  was  very  efFedhial ; for  only 
four  died  this  month  in  the  Ville  de  Paris, 
and  fewer  alfo  were  fcnt  to  the  hofpital  than 
in  May.  The  increafe  of  the  other  kind  of 
fever  was  chiefly  owing  to  there  being  a 

i greater  number  of  fhips  in  port,  the  crews 
of  which  -were  employed  in  watering,  and 
partly,  no  doubt,  to  the  increafe  of  heat  in 
the  weather.  The  fhips  in  which  the  fevers 
3 were 
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were  moR  fatal  were  the  Monarch,  the 
Duke,  the  Torbay,  and  the  Refolution. 
The  ficknefs  in  the  Duke  was  Rill  in  a 
great  meafure  owing  to  the  fame  infection 
that  had  hitherto  prevailed  ; for  this  fhip 
had  never  been  cleared  of  the  infectious 
fever,  for  want  of  room  at  the  hofpital. 
That  which  broke  out  in  the  Toibay  was 
alfo  of  the  low  infectious  kind,  few  of  them 
having  the  fymptoms  of  that  which  is  pecu- 
liar to  the  climate,  which  prevailed  in  the 
other  fhips.  This  fhip,  though  formerly 
very  fubjeCt  to  infectious  complaints,  had 
been  remarkably  healthy  for  fome  time  paft ; 
but  it  would  appear  that  there  was  a large 
Rock  of  latent  infection,  which  fhewed  itfelf 
from  time  to  time. 

Some  fhips,  "particularly  the  Montague 
and  Royal  Oak,  had  no  increafe  of  fevers 
or  other  complaints,  though  the  one  lay  in 
port  for  feven,  and  the  other  for  eleven 
weeks,  and  were  more  or  lefs  expofed  to  the 
caufes  of  ficknefs  which  afTeCted  the  reR  of 
the  fleet.  This  is  a proof,  among  many 
others,  that  a particular  combination  of 

caufes 
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caufes  is  neceflary  to  produce  a difeafe  : no 
j fmgle  one,  however  powerful,  being  fuffi- 
tcient,  without  the  concurrence  of  others. 
What  feemed  to  be  wanting  here  was  the 
Mpredifpofition  requisite  for  the  admiffion  of 
(difeafe  into  the  confutation ; for  the  (hips 
1 that  enjoyed  this  happy  exemption  were 
fuch  as  had  long-edablilhed  and  well-regu- 
lated crews,  accu domed  to  the  fervice  and 
|«  climate. 

There  had  been  this  month  a diminution 
both  of  the  numbers  and  mortality  of  fluxes, 
which  is  agreeable  to  what  was  before  re- 
marked, that  fevers  were  more  apt  than 
fluxes  to  prevail  in  the  bad  air  of  a harbour*. 
It  was  alio  before  remarked,  that  there  were 
few  or  no  fluxes  in  thofe  (hips  in  which  the 
fever  was  mod  malignant ; and  now  that  the 

fever 

* I have  feen  an  account  of  the  difeafes  of  the  army 
at  St.  Lucia  for  a whole  year,  kept  by  Mr.  Everard 
Home,  an  ingenious  gentleman  belonging  to  the  army 
hofpital,  and  it  appears,  that,  during  ten  months  out  of 
the  twelve,  the  dyfentery  was  the  predominant  difeafe. 
This  feems  to  contradict  the  opinion,  that  the  land  air 
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fever  began  to  grow  more  mild  in  the  French 
prizes,  the  flux  began  to  appear.  In  the 
Barfleur,  Duke,  and  Namur,  both  difeafes 
feemed  to  prevail  equally  ; but  the  fevers, 
though  numerous,  were  more  of  the  low  ' 
nervous  kind  than  bilious  or  malignant  $ 
and  the  fluxes  chiefly  attacked  thofe  who 
were  recovering  from  fevers.  We  may  far* 
ther  remark,  that  thefe  three  men  of  war 
were  three-decked  fhips,  of  90  guns,  the 
crews  of  which  being  more  numerous,  and 
compofed  of  a more  mixed  fet  of  men, 
were  confequently  fubjedt  to  a greater  chance 
of  infection,  and  a greater  variety  of  com- 
plaints. The  Formidable  flill  remained  heal- 
thy to  an  extraordinary  degree.  Some  fevers 
were  indeed  imported  from  the  Ville  de 
Paris  by  men  that  had  been  lent  to  that  (hip, 
and  who  wrere  taken  ill  after  their  return* 
Of  thefe,  a few  of  the  word  cafes  were  fent 

is  more  apt  to  occafion  fevers  than  fluxes ; but  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  the  ficknefs  of  the  foldiers  on  this 
ifland  was  not  fo  much  owing  to  the  malignant  influence 
pf  the  air,  the  fituation  of  the  garrifon  being  high  and 
airy,  as  to  the  bad  accommodations  and  proviflons,  to- 
gether with  hatf  labour. 


to 
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1 1 to  the  hofpital,  and  two  died  on  board,  who, 

1 1 with  one  that  died  the  preceding  month, 
imake  the  whole  mortality  of  this  (hip, 
ifince  leaving  England,  amount  only  to  the 
jllofs  of  three  men. 


i 1 curvy 


There  has  been  little  or  no  increafe  of 
this  month  ; for  though  the  num- 
bers put  on  the  lift  appear  to  be  greater,  the 
; mortality  is  much  lefs.  It  may  indeed  ap- 
pear a matter  of  furprife  that  there  fhould 
have  been  any  fcurvy  at  all,  confidering 
; that  the  greater  part  of  the  fleet  was  at  an- 
i chor  all  this  month.  But  as  this  was  the 
greateft  fleet  that  had  ever  vifited  Jamaica, 
it  was  impoflible  to  find  frefli  provifions  for 
the  whole;  and  the  fmall  fupply  they  had 
* did  not  amount  to  one  frelh  meal  in  a week. 

Port  Royal  is  alfo  remote  from  the  cultiva- 
| ted  part  of  the  ifland,  fo  that  fruit  and  ve- 
il getables  were  both  fcarce  and  high  priced, 
t particularly  this  year,  on  account  of  the 
| ufual  rains  in  May  and  June  having  failed. 

•!  There  was,  however,  an  allowance  of  frefh 
1 provifions  and  vegetables  made  to  the  fick 
f by  public  bounty ; for  as  the  hofpital  could 

K contain 
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contain  but  a ftnall  proportion  of  the  fide 
and  wounded,  an  order  was  given  for  the 
fupply  of  frefh  meat,  fruit,  and  vegetables-, 
to  the  fick,  and  five  hundred  pounds  of  Pe- 
ruvian bark  were  alfo  di (tribute d as  a public 
gratuity,  befides  fugar,  coffee,  and  wine. 

With  thefe  aids,  and  the  various  good  ar- 
ticles of  victualling  from  England,  the  fleet 
was  preferved  uncommonly  healthy  for  a 
Weft-India  campaign  : for  though  the  mor- 
tality had  increafed  confiderably  during  our 
ftay  at  Jamaica,  yet  the  lofs  of  men,  upon 
the  whole,  was  imall,  compared  with  that 
of  other  great  fleets  in  this  climate  on  for- 
mer occalions.  The  greateft  fquadron,  next 
to  this,  that  had  ever  been  on  this  (lation 
was  that  under  Admiral  Vernon  in  the  year 
1741,  at  the  lame  feafon.  From  this  fleet 
upwards  of  eleven  thoufand  men  were  lent 
to  the  hofpital  in  the  courfe  of  that  and  the 
preceding  year,  of  whom  there  died  one 
in  feven,  befides  what  died  on  board  of 
their  own  (hips  and  in  two  holpital  (hips*. 

* See  Eflav  on  the  Yellow  Fever,  by  Dr.  Hume,  in  a 
ColleChon  of  Eflays  publifhed  by  Dr.  D.  Monro. 

The] 
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The  difproportion  of  ficknefs  in  the  two 
j fleets  will  appear  ftill  greater,  when  it  is 
confldered  that  Admiral  Vernon’s  contained 
-only  fifteen  thoufand  feamen  and  marines*; 
’ whereas  that  under  Lord  Rodney  contained 
: i twenty-two  thoufand.  What  added  to  the 
ficknefs  of  the  former  was  the  unfortunate 
expedition  to  Carthagena  in  April,  1741; 
ii  to  which  probably  it  was  owing  that  a much 
•greater  proportion  of  yellow  fevers  were 
i landed  from  the  fleet  at  that  time  than  from 
ours,  as  appears  by  the  papers  left  by  Mr. 
Hume,  who  was  then  furgeon  of  the  hofpi- 
tal.  The  holpital  was  then  at  a place  called 
Greenwich,  on  the  lide  of  the  bay  oppofite 
to  Port  Royal,  and  was  very  large  ; but  it 
was  found  to  be  in  a fituation  fo  extremely 
unhealthy,  that  it  was  foon  after  abandoned 
and  demolifhed,  and  the  hofpital  has  fince 
been  at  Port  Royal. 

It  appears  by  the  tables,  that  a greater 
number  was  put  on  the  lift  under  the  head  of 

* Campbell’s  Lives  of  the  Admirals,  Vol.IV. 

K 2 other 
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ether  complaints  in  this  month  than  the  laft. 
This  was  owing  to  the  great  number  of 
ulcers  which  I have  remarked  to  keep  pace 
with  feverifh  as  well  as  fcorbutic  complaints; 
for  when  the  conftitution  of  the  air  is  fa- 
vourable to  dileafe,  or  the  habit  of  body 
prone  to  it,  wounds  and  fores  are  found 
then  to  be  more  difficult  of  cure.  There 
were  twelve  deaths  befides  thole  occafioned 
by  what  have  been  called  the  three  epide- 
mics. Of  thefe,  five  perilhed  by  drowning 
and  other  accidents,  three  died  of  ulcers,, 
one  of  wounds  received  in  atflion,  one  of 
cholera  morbus , and  one  of  an  abfceis* 

It  has  appeared  that  very  lew  fhips  of 
this  numerous  fleet  prelerved  their  health 
while  lying  at  anchor ; and  it  would  feem 
that  fhort  and  frequent  cruifes  are  very  con- 
ducive to  health.  It  was  eleven  weeks  from 
the  time  that  the  firfb  of  our  fleet  came  to 
anchor  at  Jamaica  till  the  main  body  of  it 
failed  for  America  on  the  17th  of  July, 
Great  fleets  are  in  time  of  war  under  the 
neceffity  of  being  at  one  time  longer  at  fea, 
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. and  at  another  time  longer  in  port,  than  is 
.confident  with  the  health  of  the  men,  the 
ilhips  being  obliged  to  -ail  in  concert  and  to 
:(Co-operate  with  each  other.  This  is  one 
•reafon,  among  others,  for  fhips  of  the  line 
■being  more  fickly  than  frigates.  As  Ihips 
of  war  mull  be  guided  by  the  unavoidable 
■.exigencies  of  fervice,  it  would  be  abfurd  to 
.confider  health  only;  but  if  this  were  to  be 
it  the  foie  objedt  of  attention,  a certain  falu- 
tary  medium  could  be  pointed  out  in  divi- 
ding the  time  between  cruifing  and  being  in 
harbour  ; and  it  is  proper  that  this  fhould  be 
'known,  that  regard  may  be  had  to  it,  as  far 
as  may  be  confident  with  the  fervice.  I 

* would  fay,  then,  that  in  a cold  climate  men 
ought  not  to  be  more  than  fix  weeks  at  fea 

• at  one  time,  and  need  not  be  lels  than  five 
'weeks,  and  that  a fourth  part  of  their  time 
:ifpent  in  port  would  be  fufficient  to  replenifh 
! their  bodies  with  wholefome  juices.  In  a 
I’warm  climate  men  may  be  at  fea  a confider- 

ablc  time  longer,  without  con  trading  fcur- 
vy,  provided  they  have  been  under  a courle 
of  frelh  and  vegetable  diet  when  in  port. 

K 3 Though 
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Though  contagion  is  not  fo  apt  either  to 
a rife  or  to  fpread  in  this  climate  as  in  colder 
ones,  there  were  feveral  circumftances  about 
this  time  tending  to  prove  that  it  may 
exift  in  a hot  climate.  Thofe  ffiips  which 
had  their  men  returned  to  them  from  the 
French  prizes,  in  all  of  which  fevers  pre- 
vailed, had  an  increafe  of  ficknefs  not  only 
in  the  men  that  were  returned,  but  in  the 
reft  of  the  crew.  There  was  another  pre- 
fumption  of  contagion,  from  the  propor- 
tion of  mortality  among  the  furgeons  and 
their  mates,  who  were  by  their  duty  more 
expofed  to  the  breath,  effluvia,  and  contact 
of  the  fick.  There  died,  during  our  ftay 
at  Jamaica,  three  of  the  former,  and  four 
of  the  latter,  which  is  a greater  proportion 
than  what  died  of  any  other  clafs  of  officers 
or  men. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  lome,  that  fe- 
vers do  not  arife  from  any  putrid  effluvia , 
except  thofe  of  the  living  human  body,  or 
fome  fpecific  infection  generated  by  it  while 
under  the  influence  of  difeafe.  It  has  been 

alledged 
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alledged  in  proof  of  this,  that  the  putrid 
, air  in  feme  great  cities  is  breathed  without 
any  bad  effects  ; and  a celebrated  profeffor  of 
.anatomy*'  ufied  to  obferve,  that  thofe  em- 
ployed in  differing  dead  bodies  did  not 
.catch  acute  difeafes  more  readily  than  other 
people.  I believe  this  may  be  true,  in  a 
.climate  like  Europe,  where  cold  invigorates 

It  the  body,  and  enables  it  to  relict  the  effects 
cof  foul  air  ; but  1 am  perfuaded  it  is  other- 
\wife  in  tropical  climates.  The  external 
heat  of  the  air  induces  great  languor  and 
■ relaxation,  and  we  cannot  breathe  the  fame 
portion  of  air  for  the  fame  length  of  time 
in  a hot  as  in  a cold  climate,  without  great 
uneafinefs.  The  want  of  coolnefs  muff, 
t therefore,  be  compenfated  by  a more  fre- 
quent change  of  air,  and  by  its  greater  pu- 
rity : any  foulnefs  of  the  air  is  accordingly 
: more  felt  in  allot  climate;  and,  according 
l to  the  modern  theory,  air,  already  loaded 
’with  putrid  phlogiftic  vapour,  will  be  lefs 
qualified  to  abforb  the  fame  iort  of  vapour 

* The  late  Dr.  William  Hunter. 
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from  the  blood  in  the  lungs,  in  which,  ac- 
cording to  this  theory,  the  ufe  of  refpira- 
tion  confifts.  Be  this  as  it  will,  there -is 
fomething  in  purity  of  air  which  invigorates 
the  circulation,  and  refrefhes  the  body  ; and 
the  contrary  {late  of  it  depreffes  and  debili- 
tates, particularly  in  a hot  climate ; and  in 
this  way  foul  air  may  induce  difeafe,  like 
any  other  debilitating  caufe,  independent  of 
infection,  or  any  fpecific  quality.  There 
was  no  reafon  to  fufpedt  any  fuch  infection 
in  the  Ville  de  Paris  ; for  there  was  no 
ficknefs  on  board  of  this  fhip  when  in  pof- 
leffion  of  the  enemy,  and  the  ficknefs  that 
prevailed  after  her  being  captured  leemed  to 
proceed  from  what  may  be  called  fimple  pu- 
trefaction. There  was  an  inftance  of  the 
fame  kind  in  one  of  our  own  {hips  of  the 
line,  in  which  a bad  fever  broke  out  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  which  feemed  to  be  ow- 
ing to  the  foul  air  of  a neglected  hold  ; for 
there  was  a putrid  {tench  proceeding  from 
the  pumps,  which  pervaded  the  whole  {hip. 
I perceived  this  very  fenfibly  one  day,  when 
▼if  ting  fome  officers  who  were  ill  of  fevers; 

and 
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land  before  I left  the  fhip  an  alarm  was  given 
of  two  men  being  fuffocated  in  what  is  called 
tthe  well,  which  is  the  lowed  acceffible  part 
(of  the  hold.  This  fever  was  of  a very  mi- 

Illignant  kind,  and  fell  upon  the  officers  more 
I than  the  men  ; for  fix  of  them  were  feized 
i’.with  it,  of  whom  three  died  on  the  third 
day  after  being  taken  ill. 

The  feyers,  which  were  of  the  greateft 
ji malignity  at  this  time,  affe&ed  the  officers 
iimore  than  the  common  men.  Only  one 
. captain  died  at  Jamaica  while  the  fleet  was 
1 there,* and  it  was  of  this  fever.  We  loft 
five  lieutenants,  of  whom  four  died  of  it ; 
and  this  was  the  difeafe  which  carried  off 
■the  three  furgeons,  But  foul  air  was  not 
the  only  caufe  that  produced  this  fever 
among  the  officers,  feveral  of  whom  brought 
it  on  by  hard  drinking,  or  fatiguing  them? 
felves  by  riding  or  walking  in  the  heat  of 
the  fun.  It  cannot  be  too  much  inculcated 
to  thofe  wdio  vifit  tropical  countries,  that 
exercife  in  the  fun,  and  intemperance,  are 
mod  pernicious  and  fatal  practices,  and  that 
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it  is  in  general  by  the  one  or  the  other 
that  the  better  fort  of  people,  particularly 
thofe  newly  arrived  from  Europe,  fhorten 
their  lives. 

Before  leaving  Jamaica,  I fent  to  Eng- 
land a Supplement  to  the  Memorial  given 
in,  laid  year*. 

* See  Appendix  to  Part  II. 
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account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet,  from  its 
Reaving  Jamaica  on  the  17th  of  July,  till  its  De- 
parture from  New  York  on  the  25th  of  October. 

What  Djfeafes  moft  prevalent  on  the  Paflage 

to  America  — Rapid  Increafe  of  the  Scurvy  during 
the  Iaft  Week  of  the  Paflage  — Method  of  fupplying 
jhe  Sick  at  New  York  — The  Fleet  uncommonly 
healthy  in  October — State  of  the  Weather  and  of 
Health  in  America  in  Summer  and  Autumn,  1782. 

H E feafon  of  the  hurricanes  approach- 
ing, and  all  the  convoys  deftined  for  Eng- 
land this  year  being  difpatched,  the  main 
body  of  the  fleet,  conflfling  of  twenty-four 
fhips  of  the  line,  left  Port  Royal  on  the 
17th  of  July,  under  the  command  of  Ad- 
miral Pigot,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  coafl: 
of  America.  A great  convoy  for  England 
had  been  fent  oft  a few  days  before,  pro- 
tected by  the  Ville  de  Paris  and  fix  other 
| fhips  of  the  line,  which  we  overtook  and 

pa  fled 
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pafled  at  the  weft  end  of  the  iftand.  When 
we  arrived  off  the  Havannah,  a large  fqua- 
dron  of  the  enemy  was  feen  there  in  readi- 
nefs  to  fail,  which  induced  the  Admiral  to 
wait  in  fight  of  it  for  the  convoy,  which 
did  not  come  up  till  ten  days  after.  Owing 
to  this  delay,  and  our  meeting  with  baffling 
winds  on  the  reft  of  the  paffage,  we  did  not 
arrive  at  New  York  till  the  7th  of  Septem* 
ber.  We  found  there  the  Invincible  and 
Warrior,  which  failed  after  us,  but  arrived 
before  us,  by  having  taken  the  windward 
paflage. 
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’Table,  (hewing  the  proportional  Prevalence 
of  different  Difeafes,  and  their  Mortality, 
in  July,  1782. 
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The  mortality  this  month,  in  relation  to 
the  whole  numbers  on  board,  was  one  in 
a hundred  and  thirty. 


There  were  only  one  in  thirty-eight  of 
the  Tick  fent  to  the  hofpitals. 


The 
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The  fevers  arofe  chiefly  during  the  firft 
two  weeks  after  leaving  Jamaica,  which 
renders  it  probable  that  the  feeds  of  them 
were  brought  from  thence.  Had  they  been 
owing  to  the  heat  fimplv,  they  would 
have  been  as  apt  to  arife  in  fome  fubl'e- 
quent  part  of  the  paflage  ; for  the  tropical 
heats  at  this  feafon  of  the  year  extend  to 
the  30th  degree  of  latitude,  which  we  did 
hot  crofs  till  the  2 ad  of  Auguft,  that  is, 
near  five  weeks  after  leaving  Jamaica.  The 
only  fhips  in  which  the  fever  could  be  im- 
puted to  infection  or  foul  air  were  the  Bar- 
ileur,  Alcide,  and  the  Aimable  frigate.  The  ■ 
iirft  had  received,  as  recruits,  at  Jamaica, 
men  who  had  been  confined  for  fome  time  \ 
before  in  a French  jail,  and  a fever  of  a 
bad  kind  fpread  on  board  of  her  foon  after. 
The  Aimable  was  a prize  from  the  French  ; 
and  the  licknefs  was  here  fo  evidently  ow- 
ing to  foul  air,  that,  whenever  the  con- 
tents of  the  hold  were  ftirred,  fo  as  to  let 
loofe  the  putrid  effluvia,  there  was  then  an 
evident  increafe  of  licknefs.  The  fever  in 
the  Alcide  was  of  a peculiar  flow  kind,  to  : 
be  deferibed  hereafter,  and  feemed  to  be  a : 
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continuation  of  the  fame  infection  which 
had  fo  long  exifted  in  that  Ihip. 

1 

14 

The  Duke,  which  had  hitherto  been  by 
far  the  moft  fubject  to  fevers  of  any  fhip 
in  the  fleet,  became  more  and  more  free 
from  them  even  in  the  moft  early  part  of 
this  paflage,  and  might  be  laid  to  be  en- 
tirely fo  at  the  time  the  arrived  in  America. 
The  fever  had  been  fo  very  prevalent  in 
this  fhip  ftnee  leaving  England,  that  there 
was  hardly  a man  who  had  efcaped  it. 
Could  this  have  any  effedt  in  making  them 
lefs  liable  to  catch  it  a fecond  time  ? 

In  the  courle  of  this  paflage  the  dylen- 
teries  came  to  prevail  over  the  fevers,  as  we 
have  found  to  be  commonly  the  cafe  at  lea. 
It  appears  by  the  former  table,  compared 
with  the  next,  that  the  mortality  in  fevers 
was  much  the  fame,  and  that  in  the  dy- 
fentery  it  was  greater  than  while  the  fleet 
was  at  Jamaica.  This  does  not  argue,  how- 
ever, that  the  difeales  were  equally  malig- 
nant, but  was  owing  to  the  want  of  an  hof- 
£ital,  and  of  thofe  comforts  of  diet  w'hich 

the 
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the  fick  enjoyed  on  board  while  in  harbour. 
This  laft  was  particularly  felt  in  the  dyfcn- 
teries,  in  the  cure  of  which  more  depends 
upon  diet  than  in  moft  other  difeafes.  In 
all  the  calculations  of  mortality  on  board  of 
Blips,  if  any  have  been  lent  to  the  hofpital, 
they  are  to  be  deducted  from  the  number ; 
and  thele  make  a greater  difference  in  the 
mortality  on  board  than  their  numbers  lim- 
ply would  indicate ; for  only  the  worft 
cafes,  and  thofe  therefore  who  were  moft 
likely  to  die,  ufed  to  be  lent  to  the  hofpital. 
But  as  the  fleet  wras  at  fea  during  the  whole 
of  this  month,  no  allowance  of  this  kind  is 
t#  be  made. 
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Table,  {hewing  the  proportional  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  Auguft. 
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The  mortality  this  month,  in  relation  to 
tthe  whole  numbers  on  board,  was  one  in 
one  hundred  and  iixty-nine* 

The  {curvy  began  to  appear  very  foon 
upon  this  paflage  ; for  by  the  end  of  Au- 
guft, at  which  time  the  fleet  had  only  been 
ftx  weeks  at  fea,  and  that  in  a warm  cli- 

L>  mate. 
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mate,  and  in  dry  weather,  it  had  made  con- 
liderable  prog  refs.  It  firft  appeared  and 

prevailed  mod:  in  the  'Prince  George  and 
Royal  Oak,  though  they  had  been  ten 
weeks  at  Jamaica.  This  was  the  fir  ft  fick- 
nefs  with  which  the  latter  had  been  affedted 
fince  arriving  in  the  Weft  Indies  ; and  there 
was  no  perceivable  peculiarity  in  either  of 
them  to  account  for  their  being  fubjedt  to  it 
more  early,  or  more  violently,  than  the  reft 
of  the  fleet.  If  the  difeafe  is  contagious, 
as  lias  been  fufpedted,  there  might  be  a few 
men  on  board  of  them,  who,  being  uncom- 
monly prone  to  the  difeafe,  would  be  foon  ! 
affedted,  and  communicate  it,  or  at  leafl: 
hnften  the  lymptoms  in  thofe  who  might  be  ; 
Ids  predifpofed  to  it.  But  this  is  only  con-  i 
jedture.  Before  the  end  of  the  voyage,  the 
whole  fleet  was  more  or  lei s afflidted  with  it, 
though  it  had  been  only  feven  weeks  and 
three  days  at  lea;,  but  the  men  had  received  1 
fo  few  refrefhments  while  in  port,  that  their  ; 
conftitutions  were  prepared  to  fall  into  this  1 
difeafe.  The  Barfleyr,  Alfred,  and  Princefla, 
were  moll  affedted  with  it  next  to  the  two 


fhips  mentioned  above. 


The 
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The  feventeen  (hips  which  arrived  from 
[England  in  February  and  March  were  much 
llels  affedted  with  it  than  the  reft  of  the 
iifleet,  which  was,  no  doubt,'  owing  to  the 
Lwine,  melafles,'  and  four  krout,  with  which 
tthey  were  fo  amply  fupplied.  Though  thefe 
particles  were  all  expended  before  leaving  Ja- 
maica, yet  the  good  effects  of  them  on  the 
iconftitutions  of  the  men  were  vifible  in  the 
vcourfe  of  this  paflage. 

j • / 

The  America  was  the  mod  free  from  it  of 

all  the  fhips  of  the  old  fquadrori  ; and  this 
was  owing  to  the  great  humanity  and  atten- 
tion of  the  captain*,  who,  as  foon  as  any 
of  the  men  were  taken  ill,  allowed  them 
divine  and  other  refreftiments  from  his  private 
' ftore;  There  was  another  proof  in  the  Con- 
tqueror  of  the  great  importance  of  attending 
tto  this  difeale  in  it3  earlieft  ftage;  Mr. 
Lucas,  the  furgeon  of  this  (hip,  by  watch* 
ling  the  firft  beginnings  of  it,  by  a proper 
i regulation  of  diet,  and  the  adminiftration  of 
I the  eflence  of  malt  and  juice  of  limes,  not 

* Captain  Samuel  Thompfon. 
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only  prevented  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
but  proved,  that,  with  great  attention,  it 
may  even  be  cured  at  fea.  It  is  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  in  this  dileafe  to  put  the  men 
on  the  fick  lift  on  the  very  firfl:  appearance  of  ! 
the  lymptems,  fo  that  they  may  early  have  ’ 
the  advantage  of  proper  treatment  and  regi- 
men. It  is  only  at  this  period  of  it  that  the 
effects  of  effence  of  malt  are  fenlible  ; but 
we  have  feen  that  the  juice  of  certain  fruits  i 
will  cure  it  in  more  advanced  flagcs. 

There  is  a very  important  remark  fug- 
gefted  by  comparing  the  two  preceding  ta- 
bles with  that  which  follows.  It  appears 
that  in  the  month  of  September  a much 
greater  number  was  taken  ill  of  icurvy,  and 
alfo  that  there  died  of  this  difeafe  a greater 
proportion  than  in  the  two  preceding  months. 
All  the  mifehief  from  it  in  that  month  hap- 
pened in  the  firfl:  week  of  it,  during  which  as  ; 
many  died  as  in  the  whole  month  of  Auguft ; 
for  the  fleet  came  to  an  anchor  on  the  7th  of 
September  at  New  York,  where  the  worfl  : 
cafes  were  immediately  fent  to  the  hofpital, 

and  thofe  that  remained  on  board  were  fup- 

plied 
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. plied  with  every  neceflary  refrefhment.  Had 
the  fleet  remained  longer  at  Tea,  the  morta- 
lity would  probably  have  increafed  in  the 
[fame  progreflion  ; and  this  circumftance 
ought  to  be  well  confidered  in  undertaking 
cruifes. 


Table,  fhewing  the  proportional  Preva- 
lence of  Sicknefs  and  Mortality  in  Sep- 
tember. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths,  in  relation  to 

the  whole  numbers  on  board,  was  one  iij 

three  lumdred  and  ninety-eight. 

•v 

About  pne  third  of  all  the  fick  were  fent 

to  the  hofpital. 

- < 

A3  the  proportion  of  ulcers  was  uncom- 
monly great,  I thought  it  worth  while  to 
make  a calculation  of  it.  The  Barfleur  had 
the  greatell  number;  and  this  fhip,  for 
caufes  I cannot  affign,  was  more  afflicted 
with  bad  ulcers  than  any  other  in  the  fleet, 
for  feveral  months  together. 

The  fleet  having  arrived  at  New  York  in 
this  unhealthy  ftate,  the  fir  ft  care  was  to 
make  provifion  for  the'  fick.  There  were 
fomewhat  more  than  fifteen  hundred  on  the 
fick  lifts  of  all  the  fhips,  and  the  hofpital 
could  accommodate  little  more  than  fix  hun- 

‘ * . . • • • *;  t . j 

dred.  In  order  that  it  might  not  be  over- 
crowded, and  that  each  fhip  might  have  a 
juft  fhare  of  relief,  I went  round  the  fleet  to 
afeertain  the  due  proportion  ot.  thofe  cafes 
that  were  the  moft  proper  objects  for  being 
* • ■ * > •>  fent 
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■fent  on  fliore.  All  the  infectious  and  acute 
c complaints,  and  feme  of  the  word  fcorliu- 
t tics,  were  accordingly  lent  to  the  bofpital. 
Thole  who  were  kept  on  board  being  chiefly 
jffuch  as  were  affected  with  the  ficurvr,  were 
ilfupplied  with  various  refrefbmcirts  in  their 
!:  refpeCtive  fhips,  and  feemed  to  recover  as 
jlfoon  as  if  they  had  been  fent  on  fliore. 
'They  had  indeed  almoft  every  advantage  en- 
joyed by  thofe  at  the  hofpital  ; for,  befides 
'frefh  meat  thrice  a week,  and  fpruce  beer 
daily  in  common  With  the  other  feamen, 
each  man  on  the  lick  lift  was  fuppled  every 
week  at  the  public  expence  with  four  pounds 
of  apples  and  half  a pound  of  lope.  There 
were  alfo  thirty  calks  of  limes  taken  in  a 
prize,  which  were  distributed  among  the 
fcorbutic  men,  and  proved  of  infinite  ufe* 
Admiral  Pigot’s  great  zeal  for  the  good  of 
1 the  lervice,'  as  well  as  his  natural  humanity, 
induced  him  to  liften  to  whatever  was  pro- 
poled  -for  the  benefit  of  the  men. 

The  fupply  of  fope  was  a thing  entirelv 
new  in  the  lervice  ; but  the  good  effedt  of 
all  the  other  articles  would  moft  probably 

L 4 have 
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have  been  defeated,  unlefs  the  men  had  been 
furnHhed  with  the  means  of  cleanlinefs, 
which  is  the  mod  eflential  requifite  of  health, 
The  advantage  of  this  method  will  appear  by 
the  returns  of  next  month  to  have  been  very 
confpicuous  ; and  it  was  on  this  pccafion 
more  than  any  other  that  I faw  realifed  in 
every  particular  the  plan  propofed  in  the 
memorial  to  the  Admiralty.  It  may  be 
added,  that  the  Tick  that  were  left  on  board 
were  not  even  without  the  recreation  of  the 
fhore  enjoyed  by  thofe  at  the  hofpital ; for 
mod  of  the  captains  had  the  attention  to 
fend  daily  on  fhore,  for  amufement  and  ex- 
ercife,  fuch  as  were  able  to  walk.  Thus 
there  wrere  all  the  advantages  of  an  hofpital 
obtained  at  much  lefs  expence  to  Govern- 
ment, and  without  the  rifque  of  intempe- 
rance, defertion,  or  infection,  which  are  the 
inconveniencies  connected  with  an  hofpital. 
What  farther  contributed  to  health  at  this 
time  was,  a large  quantity  of  excellent  wine 
with  which  the  fleet  was  fupplied, 


T-4  bl  e. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  in  this  month, 
in  relation  to  the  whole  number  on  board, 
iwas  only  one  in  fourteen  hundred  and  fe- 
i yenty-eight. 

About  one  in  twenty-nine  of  the  Tick  was 
fent  to  the  liofpital. 


There 


I 
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There  was,  upon  the  whole,  lefs  ficknefs 
and  mortality  in  this  month  than  in  any 
other  during  which  I kept  records  of  the 
fleet.  This  was,  no  doubt,  owing  in  part 
to  the  climate,  but  was  chiefly  the  effect  of 
the  -extraordinary  attention  paid  to  the  re- 
frefhments  of  the  men.  The  fleet  was  here 
exadtly  in  the  fame  fituation,  and  at  the 
fame  feafon,  two  years  before,  but  was  not 
near  fo  healthy. 

Nor  were  the  advantages  derived  from  the 
great  plenty  of  refrefhments,  procured  at 
this  time  at  New  York,  merely  temporary ; 
for  the  men’s  conftitutions  were  fo  much 
improved  by  them,  that  the  part  of  the 
fleet  which  remained  under  the  command  of 
Lord  Hood  was  at  fea  for  twelve  weeks  with- 
out being  affected  by  the  lcurvy.  This  was 
chiefly  to  be  aferibed  to  the  previous  refrefh- 
ments  ; for  we  have  feen,  that,  in  a paffage 
of  leven  weeks  from  Jamaica,  to  New  York, 
the  fleet  was  greatly  affected  with  the  lcurvy, 
in  conlequence  of  not  having  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  frefh  meat  and  vegetables  when 
laft  in  port.  The  climate  had,  no  doubt, 

allb 
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glib  a (hare  in  keeping  off  the  fcurvy;  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  twelve  weeks  was 
taken  up  in  a cruife  off  St.  Domingo  ; and, 
II  believe,  it  never  was  known  that  a fleet 
iwas  fo  long  at  fea,  in  a cold  climate,  with- 
out being  greatly  affected  with  this  difeafe. 

It  appears,  that  though  the  proportion  of 
ffevers  had  increafed  fomewhat  this  month 
over  that  of  fluxes,  yet  the  former  were  lefs 
ffatal ; and,  1 think,  the  true  dyfentery  is 
:more  frequent  in  this  climate,  and  more  apt 
to  prove  fatal  in  its  acute  ftate,  than  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  I have  indeed  preferred  the 
term  flux  to  that  of  dyfentery,  for  this  rea- 
ion,  that  the  fymptoms  in  many  cafes  did 
not  rife  fo  high  as  properly  to  conftitute  dy- 
fentery ; and  the  difeafe  proves  fatal  in  the 
Weft  Indies  more  frequently  in  the  chronic 
than  in  the  acute  ftate.  The  fluxes  were 
daily  gaining  ground  when  we  left  New 
York,  and  continued  to  prevail  to  a great 
degree  in  the  Magnificent,  which  remained 
in  that  climate  feveral  weeks  after  us. 

t 

* . 
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The  climate  and  fituation  of  the  fleet  had 
a greater  efFett  in  diminifhing  ulcers  than 
any  other  complaints  ; for  the  proportion 
of  them  in  this  month  is  little  more  than 
one  third  of  what  it  was  in  the  laft. 

The  calculation  for  October  wras  made  upon 
thirteen  fhips  of  the  line,  which  failed  from 

New  York  on  the  25th  of  that  month. 

. 

The  weather  had  then  begun  to  grow 
cold  ; but  few  or  none  of  the  difeafes  pecu- 
liar to  a cold  climate  had  appeared.  There 
occurred,  while  we  were  at  New  York, 
fevcral  cafes  of  inflammation  of  the  liver 
among  the  officers  and  men  who  came  from 
the  Weft  Indies.  It  ivas  remarked  for- 
merly, that  this  complaint  hardly  ever  oc- 
curred in  the  Weft  Indies;  but  it  would 
appear  that  the  redding  there  difpofes  to  an 
inflammation  of  this  organ  upon  changing 
to  a colder  climate. 

The  preceding  fummer  had  been  uncom- 
monly cold,  not  only  in  North  America, 
but  in  the  whole  temperate  part  of  the 

northern 
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northern  hemifphere,  fo  far.  as  I could  learn 
by  inquiry.  In  confequence  of  this,  the 
ccrops  failed  in  Europe,  America,  and  the 
northern  parts  of  Aha.  The  fame  circum- 
ftance  had  a remarkable  effect  on  the  reign- 
ing difeafes  of  the  feafon  at  New  York ; 
for,  inftead  of  the  bilious  complaints  com- 
mon in  the  end  of  fummer  and  in  autumn, 
a flight  fever  of  the  inflammatory  kind  had 
prevailed.  An  epidemic  catarrh  had  fpread 
all  over  Europe,  and  fome  part  of  Aha,  in 
the  earlier  part  of  the  year  ; and  perhaps 
this  was  connected  with  the  peculiar  {fate 
tcof  the  atmofphere  about  this  time.  It  was  * 
before  obferved,  that  there  was  fomething 
unufual  in  the  date  of  the  weather  at  Ja- 
maica while  the  fleet  lay  there ; and  it  is 
poflible  that  this  might  be  owing  to  the 
fame  general  caufe. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VI. 


Account  of  the  Health  of  the  Fleet  from  its  De~ 
parture  from  New  York  till  the  Concluflon  of  the 

War. Paflage  to  the  Weft  Indies  — Account  of 

the  Ships  there  during  our  Abfence  — Arrival  of  a 
Squadron  from  England  — Of  thefe,  two  Ships  only 
were  healthy  — Caufes  of  this  — Inflammatory  Com- 
plaints in  the  Union  — Probable  Caufe  of  thefe — * 
Companion  of  the  two  Squadrons  — Increafeof  Sick- 
nefs  from  Recruits  brought  from  England  — from 
French  prifoners. 


.THIRTEEN  fhlps  of  the  line  failed 
from  America  for  the  Weft  Indies  on  the 
25th  of  O&ober,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Pigot,  and  the  other  half  of  the 
fleet  was  left  under  Lord  Hood,  to  watch 
the  motions  of  the  French  ftjuadron,  which 
was  then  at  Bofton. 

The  day  on  which  we  left  the  coaft  of 
America  a ftorm  came  on,  which  lafted 

two 
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two  days  ; but  the  reft  of  the  paflage  be- 
ing fair  and  moderate,  we  arrived  at  Bar- 
badoes  on  the  20th  of  November,  where 
tthe  fleet  continued  for  the  remainder  of  the 
-month. 

All  the  above-mentioned  fquadron,  except 
two  (hips,  is  comprehended  in  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  following  table,  and  alfo  the 
'Magnificent,  Prudent,  and  Nonfuch.  The 
two  laft  had  continued  in  the  Weft  Indies 
•during  our  abfence* 
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Table,  fihewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sicknefs 
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About  a fixth  part  of  the  whole  fick  were  j 
fent  to  the  hofpital  this  month,  and  one  half  J 
of  thefe  were  fent  to  the  hofpital  at  Halifax  j 
from  the  Magnificent. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  this  month,  in  \ 
relation  to  the  whole  number  on  board,  was  1 
one  in  eight  hundred  and  eighty-feven. 

Fewer 
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Fewer  were  taken  ill  this  month  than 
the  preceding,  but  more  in  proportion  died  ; 
.which  might  partly  be  owing  to  the  fleet 
lhaving  been  more  at  fea,  and  partly  to  the 
change  of  climate. 

Feveis  were  now  more  numerous;  and  alfo 
inore  fatal  than  any  other  difeafe ; and  we 
ifee  them  follow  the  contrary  proportion  to 
^uxes  in  the  progrefs  to  the  louthward,  that 
tthey  did  in  our  progrefs  to  the  northward. 
TThefe  fevers  prevailed  chiefly  in  the  For- 
midable and  Warrior!  In  the  former  it  firffc 
appeared  among  l'ome  men  that  had  been 
prefled  at  New  York  from  a privateer,  fome 
of  whom  were  feized  a few  days  after  our 
arrival  at  Barbadoes  with  the  yellow  fever, 
and  they  were  the  only  inftanceS  of  it  at  this 
time  in  the  fleet. 

The  fcurvy  continued  to  diminifh,  but 
the  ulcers  increaled  as  we  came  into  the 
torrid  zone. 

Dileafes  in  general  were  fo  flight  and  fo 
I ^ew  at  this  time,  that  the  whole  fquadron 

M from 
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from  America  fent  only  forty-eight  men  to 
the  hofpital  at  Barbadoes  from  its  arrival  to 


the  end  of  the  month. 


It  may  be  proper  here  to  give  an  account 
of  fome  ot  the  fhips  that  remained  on  this 
Nation,  while  the  main  body  of  the  fleet  was 
in  America. 


The  Prudent,  when  fire  left  us,  was  ex- 
tremely healthy,  and  continued  fo  till  a flux 
broke  out  in  July,  which  was  communi- 
cated by  fome  men  from  a cartel,  who  were 
ill  of  this  difeafe.  It  fpread  among  the  fhip’s 
company,  and  prevailed  for  three  months. 
The  only  deaths  during  the  feven  months 
that  this  fhip  was  ffeparated  from  the  fleet 
were,  two  from  flux,  and  one  from  fcurvy* 
and  only  twenty-five  were  fent  to  hofpitals. 
This  is  a proof  how  much  more  healthy 
the  windward  flation  is  than  that  of  Ja- 
maica. The  fcurvy  arofe  at  one  time,  in  a 
cruile  of  five  weeks,  though  there  was  no- 
appearance of  it  at  another  time  in  a cruile 
of  fix  weeks.  The  caufe  of  this  feems  to 
be  the  difference  of  the  weather  at  the  two- 

periods  ; 
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periods  ; for  it  was  very  wet  in  the  former, 
and  very  dry  in  the  latter.  The  time  in 
\which  this  fhip  was  moll  expofed  to  ficknefs 

iwas  while  fhe  was  under  repair  at  Antigua, 
a fituation  in  which  hardly  any  fhip  efcapes 
a fevere  vifitation  of  ficknefs ; yet  this  fhip 
was  not  at  all  affe&ed  by  it,  which  feemed 
:to  be  owing  to  the  uncommon  pains  taken 
by  the  captain  to  prevent  the  men  from 
labouring  in  the  fun  during  the  hot  part  of 
; the  day. 

The  Nonfuch  was  five  months  feparated 
i from  the  fleet,  during  which  time  ten  men 
died.  Nine  of  thefe  died  of  fevers,  and  one 
of  the  dyfentery.  She  failed  from  Jamaica 
for  Barbadoes  about  the  fame  time  that  the 
fleet  failed  for  North  America,  and  was  nine 
weeks  on  the  paflage.  A fever  was  the 
prevailing  difeafe,  and  the  men  probably 
inhaled  the  feeds  of  it  at  Jamaica,  in  com- 
mon with  mofl  of  the  other  fhips*  compa- 
nies that  were  there.  The  feurvy,  which 
had  formerly  prevailed  fo  much,  appeared 

(at  this  time  ; but  it  was  in  a very  moderate 
degree,  confidering  the  length  of  the  paflage. 

INI  2 None 
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None  died  of  it,  and  few  were  fo  ill  as  to  re- 
quire being  fent  to  the  hofpital.  Had  this  ^ 
fhip  gone  into  a colder  climate,  like  the 
others,  it  would  probably  have  prevailed 
to  a greater  degree.  The  whole  number 
fent  to  the  hofpitals  for  various  complaints, 
during  the  five  months,  was  only  thirteen. 

The  Nymph  frigate  was  the  only  other 
fhip  left  in  the  Weft  Indies  which  is  in- 
eluded  in  the  tables.  There  happened  only 
two  deaths  in  her  from  June  to  October, 
both  months  included.  One  of  thefe  was  ; 
from  feurvy,  the  other  from  afthma.  She 
was  in  that  time  upon  two  cruifes,  each  of 
which  lafted  eight  wreeks.  During  the  hrft 
the  weather  was  dry  and  fine,  and  during 
the  other  it  was  wet  and  fultry,  with  the  1 
fame  effect  upon  health  as  in  the  Prudent ; 
for  in  the  fecond  cruife  the  feurvy  prevailed 
to  a confiderable  degree,  but  not  at  all  du- 
ring the  firft.  This  difeafe  was  prevented 
from  becoming  violent  or  fatal,  on  either 
occafion,  by  the  great  attention  of  Mr.  An- 
derfon,  the  furgeon.  lie  found  great  bene- 
fit from  the  eflence  of  malt,  when  given 

early  : 
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early  in  the  complaint ; and  fome  limes  ha- 
rving  been  taken  in  a prize,  while  this  dif- 
L-eafe  was  at  the  word:,  the  fcorbutic  men 
mere  fo  much  recovered  by  the  ufe  of  them, 
"‘that  they  were  all  able  to  return  to  duty  be- 
t fore  the  (hip  arrived  in  port. 


M3 


DECEM- 
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DECEMBER.  1 

The  whole  fquadron  remained  at  anchor 
at  Barbadoes,  and  nothing  worth  notice  oc- 
curred till  the  arrival  of  a reinforcement  of 
eight  Blips  of  the  line,  under  Sir  Richard 
Hughes,  on  the  8th  of  December.  This 
fquadron  had  been  detached  by  Lord  Howe, 
after  the  relief  of  Gibraltar,  and  the  aflion 
with  the  combined  fleets  on  the  20th  of 
October.  It  conlifted  of  one  Blip  of  90 
guns,  one  of  80,  three  of  74,  and  three  of 
64.  They  failed  from  England  on  the  9th 
of  September,  and  from  that  time  till  their 
arrival  at  Barbadoes  they  had  not  been  in 
port,  except  for  ten  days  that  they  were  at 
Madeira,  where  they  were  fupplied  with 
frefh  meat,  fruit,  and  vegetables,  by  which 
means  the  fcurvy,  which  had  begun  to  pre- 
vail to  a conflderable  degree,  was  almofl:  en- 
tirely eradicated,  and  the  health  of  the  men 
was  furpriflngly  reftored,  for  fo  fhort  a time. 

When  they  joined  us,  however,  there  was 
a good  deal  of  flcknefs  on  board  of  them  all, 

except 
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except  the  Union  and  Ruby.  The  former 
had  been  more  than  three  years  in  commif- 
fion,  and  in  that  time  had  never  been  fickly, 
{ and  had  now  all  the  advantages  of  a long- 
] eftablifhed  and  well-regulated  fhip’s  com- 
j'pany.  All  the  reft  had  been  newly  commif- 
ifioned  and  manned  when  they  left  England, 
The  fuperior  health  of  the  Ruby  was  ow- 
ing to  her  having  been  manned  with  the 
ccrews  of  other  (hips,  fome  of  which  had 
juft  arrived  from  the  Weft  Indies  ; whereas 
rthe  others  had  been  manned  chiefly  by 
^draughts  of  prefted  men  from  guardfhips, 
or  by  raw  volunteers,  of  whom  a great 
many  were  raifed  in  Ireland  about  this  time. 

1 The  Bellona  and  Berwick  having  been  fome- 
what  longer  in  commiflion  than  the  reft, 
were  lefs  lickly, 

- * 

The  following  tables  will  fhew  the  com- 
parative ftate  of  health  of  the  fquadron  for- 
merly on  the  ftation  with  that  which  had 
newly  arrived  from  England. 


M4 
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Table,  (hewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sick- 
nefs  and  Mortality  in  the  old  Squadron,  i 
in  December. 


diseases. 

-Proportion  of  thofe  ta- 
ken ill  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Month, 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Numbers  of  Sick. 

» < *»..* 

Fevers  ----- 

CO 
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Fluxes  ----- 

94 

99 

Scurvy  ----- 

62 

0 

■ 

55 

55 

Ulcers  ----- 
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Other  Complaints  - - 

C 

57 
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General  Proportion,  •• 
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The  proportion  of  the  deaths  this  month 
to  the  whole  number  of  men  belonging  to 
this  part  of  the  fleet,  was  one  in  eleven  hun- 
dred and  two.  There  were  fifty-fix  fent  to  : 
the  hofpital,  which  was  one  in  eighteen  of 
all  the  lick. 


Table,  , 
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Pa  b l e,  fhewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sick- 
nefs  and  Mortality  in  the  new  Squadron, 
in  December. 


DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofc  ta- 
ken ill  in  the  Courfc 
of  the  Month. 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Number  of  Sick. 

Fevers  ------ 
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Other  Complaints  - 

O 

56 
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General  Proportion  - 
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The  proportion  of  the  deaths  this  month 
to  the  whdle  number  of  men  belonging  to 
this  part  of  the  iiect,  was  one  in  four  hun- 
dred and  forty. 


'There 


T ART  I. 


TJO  DISEASES  OF  THE  FtEET,  1 782. 

There  were  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
fent  to  the  hofpital  ; but  the  proportion  to 
the  whole  number  of  Tick  cannot  be  afcer- 
tained,  as  we  do  not  know  how  many  were 
on  the  lift  on  the  firft  of  the  month. 

The  increafe  of  fevers  in  the  old  fquadron 
was  chiefly  owing  to  their  having  fpread  in 
the  Nonfuch  ; and  they  Teemed  to  partake 
more  of  that  kind  which  originates  in  jails 
and  fhips,  than  of  that  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  climate.  The  body  of  one  of  the  men 
who  died  of  this  fever  was  infpe&ed  at  the 
hofpital,  and  there  was  found  to  be  inflam- 
mation and  even  perforation  of  the  intef- 
tines,  without  any  previous  fymptom  that 
could  lead  to  expert  fuch  an  appearance,  a 
circumflance  more  likely  to  happen  in  the 
former  fort  of  fever  than  the  latter. 

The  increafe  of  fcurvy  was  owing  to  the 
numbers  that  were  taken  ill  of  it  in  the 
Magnificent  on  the  paffage  from  Halifax, 
from  whence  fhe  failed  in  the  beginning  of 
this  month,  and  joined  the  fleet  at  Barbadoes 
in  the  end  of  it.  There  was  a great  deal  of 

ficknefs 
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iicknefi  in  this  fhip  at  Halifax,  and  on  the 
oaffage,  owing  to  the  want  of  fuch  clothing 
is  was  fuitable  to  that  fevere  climate.  One 
of  the  principal  complaints  was  an  inflam- 
rmatoty  fore  throat. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  fituation  of 
the  fleet,  only  that  four  fhips  of  the  line 

were  fent  on  the  16th  to  cruife  near  Gua- 

{ 1 

Ydaloupe,  and  they  continued  at  fea  till  the 
jjheginning  of  February. 


The  new  fquadron  was  much  afflidted 
with  the  jail  fever,  brought  from  England  ; 
and  it  was  much  more  prevalent,  as  well  as 
malignant,  on  board  of  the  Suffolk  than  any 
pf  the  reft.  During  the  paffage  it  prevailed 
;moft  in  the  Princefs  Amelia,  not  lefs  than 
ittwenty  having  died  of  it.  It  fubfided  in  this 
I fhip  before  fine  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies; 
but  on  board  of  the  Suffolk  it  continued  to 
rage  for  fome  months  after. 


As  the  hofpital  at  Barbadoes  was  too  fmall 
to  contain  all  the  Tick  of  this  fquadron,  only 
the  cafes  of  greateft  danger  and  the  moft  in- 

fedliou? 
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fe&ious  were  fent  on  fhore,  and  thofe  that 
remained  were  provided  with  frefh  vegetables 
and  milk  on  board  of  their  own  fhips,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  had  been  formerly  praftifed 
with  fuch  fuccefs  on  fimilar  occafions.  This 
was  continued  for  four  weeks,  during  which 
time  they  all  got  into  tolerable  health,  ex- 
cept the  Suffolk. 

There  appeared,  by  the  returns  of  the 
new  fquadron,  to  be  a greater  number  under 
the  head  of  “ Other  Complaints,”  which 
was  owing  to  the  number  of  pulmonic  com- 
plaints, the  confequence  of  the  influenza 
which  prevailed  in  Europe,  at  fea,  as  well 
as  on  fhore,  in  the  fpring  and  beginning  of 
the  fummer  of  this  year* 

Though  inflammatory  complaints  are  rare 
in  this  climate,  yet  in  a few  of  the  fhips 
there  was  fome  appearance  of  them  ; and  I 
remarked  that  they  occurred  in  thofe  fhips 
which  were  in  other  refpe&s  moll:  healthy, 
and  moft  free  from  infection.  A good  many 
of  the  men  were  feized  with  inflammatory 
fore  throats  in  the  Bellona  a few  days  before 

fhe 
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. 

' • * 

HOOK  II.  DISEASES  OF  THE  FLEET,  1782.  1 73 

The  arrived  at  Barbadoes,  and  this  was  in 
other  refpe&s  the  moft  healthy  Ihip  next  to 
rthe  Union  and  Ruby.  In  the  Union  there 
\was  no  violent  acute  complaint  whatever, 
uvhich  was  very  lingular  among  fo  great  a 
Tody  of  men ; but  feveral  rheumatifms, 

Ijccoughs,  and  catarrhs,  arofe  in  her  this  month, 
.and  there  even  occurred  two  pleurilies  in  the 
{following  month.  The  bowel  complaints 
vwhich  occurred  on  board  of  this  Ihip  were 
alfo  of  an  inflammatory  nature.  Thefe  dif- 
1 tempers  feemed  to  proceed  from  accidental 
isexpofure  and  irregularity  ; and  is  it  not 
highly  probable  that  thefe  caufes,  inftead  of 
producing  local  inflammatory  complaints, 
might  have  been  the  means  of  exciting  bad 
fevers  and  fluxes,  as  in  the- other  fhips,  had 
the  men  been  equally  predifpofed  to  them, 
by  living  in  foul  air,  or  under  the  influence 
of  infedion  ? 

The  following  tables  will  fliew  the  com- 
parative ftate  of  health  of  the  two  fquadrons 
in  the  three  full  months  of  next  year. 

J 
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Table,  (hewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  the  old  Squadron  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1783. 


DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofe  ta- 
ken ill  it)  the  Courfc 
of  this  ^lotub. 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Numbers  of  the  Sick. 
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Ulcers  - - - - - 

Other  Complaints  - 
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General  Proportion  - 
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The  mortality  this  month,  in  relation  to 
the  whole  number  on  board,  was  one  in 
twelve  hundred  and  fifty-feven.  About  one 
fifteenth  of  all  the  fick  were  fent  to  the 
hofpital. 


Table, 
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Table,  {hewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  the  new  Squadron  ill 
January,  1783. 


DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofe 
taken  ill  in  the 
Courfe  of  the 
Month. 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Numbers  of  the 
Sick. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole 
number  on  board  was  one  in  five  hundred 
and  forty.  About  one  in  thirty  of  all  the 
fick  were  fent  to  the  hofpital. 
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Table,  fhewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  the  old  Squadron  in 
February. 


DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofe  ta- 
ken ill  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Month. 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Numbers  of  the  Sick. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole 
number  011  board  was  one  in  lixteen  hundred 
and  ninety-feven.  One  ninth  of  all  the 
lick  were  fent  to  the  holpital. 


Table, 
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'Table,  fhewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  in  the  new  Squadron  in 
February. 
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DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofe  ta- 
ken ill  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Month. 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Numbers  of  the  Sick. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole 
number  was  one  in  twelve  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-fix.  The  proportion  fent  to  the  hof- 
pital  was  the  fame  this-  month  as  in  the  other 
part  of  the  fquadron,, 

N Table, 
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I able,  fhewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sick- 
nefs  and  Mortality  in  the  old  Squadron, 
in  March. 
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DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofe  ta- 
ken ill  in  the  Courfe 
of  the  Month. 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
in  relation  to  the 
Numbers  of  Sick. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole 
number  was  one  in  thirteen  hundred  and 
fixty-one.  About  one  ninth  of  all  the  lick 
were  fent  to  the  holpital. 


Table, 
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Table,  (hewing  the  Prevalence  of  Sick- 
nefs  and  Mortality  in  the  new  Squadron, 
in  March. 
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DISEASES. 

Proportion  of  thofc  ta- 
ken ill  in  the  Courle 
of  the  Month. 

' 

Proportion  of  Deaths, 
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Number  of  Sick. 
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The  proportion  of  deaths  to  the  whole 
number  was  one  in  four  thoufand  and  eigh- 
ty-feven.  About  one  in  eleven  of  all  the 
lick  were  lent  to  the  hofpital. 
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The  main  body  of  the  fleet  remained  at 
Barbadoes  till  the  12th  of  January,  when 
they  went  to  cruile  to  windward  of  Marti- 
nico,  in  order  to  intercept  a French  fqua- 
dron  expected  from  North  America.  This 
cruile  lafled  four  weeks  ; and  intelligence 
being  received  of  the  enemy’s  having  taken 
a different  route,  the  whole  fleet  bore  away 
for  St.  Lucia,  where  it  came  to  an  anchor 
on  the  8 th  of  February. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  three  months  above 
mentioned,  we  fee  the  two  fquadrons  ap- 
proaching to  each  other,  in  point  of  health, 
rill  they  became  pretty  equal  and  limilar ; 
and  the  new  fquadron  became  even  fome- 
what  more  healthy  than  the  old. 

The  increafe  of  fevers  in  the  old  fquadron 
was  owing  to  two  cafes.  One  was  the  im- 
portation of  new -railed  recruits  brought 
from  England  by  fome  fhips  that  arrived  in 
the  beginning  of  January.  Thefe  were  dif- 
tributed  to  fuch  fhips  as  flood  moll  in  need 
of  men  ; and  being  very  dirty  and  ill  cloath- 
ed,  were  likely  to  harbour  infection.  They 

, were 
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vvvere  evidently  the  caufe  of  ficknefs  in  the 
'Warrior  and  Royal  Oak ; for  thefe  fhips 
vwere  before  that  time  healthy,  and  the  fever 
ibegan  with  thefe  ftrnngers,  and  Ipread 
amongft  the  former  crew.  It  is  remarkable 
‘that  the  fhips  that  brought  them  from  Eng- 
land were  not  affe&ed  by  them. 

It  was  caught  in  the  Royal  Oak  from  fix 
imen  that  came  from  England  in  the  x^nfon, 
’which  men,  though  firft  put  on  board  the. 
'Namur,  communicated  no  fever  there,  ha- 
wing been  kept  feparate  from  the  reft  of  the 
i men;  but  being  fent  to  the  Royal  Oak, 
|i  they  were  themfelves  firft  taken  ill  with  a 
fever,  which  afterwards  fpread  to  about 
thirty  of  the  other  men.  What  was  fingiH 
lar  in  this  fever  was,  that  the  eyes  and  fkin 
of  all  that  were  affected  by  it  became  yel- 
low, though  without  any  particular  malig- 
nancy ; for  only  two  died  on  board,  and  one 
in  the  hofpital.  There  was  one  vvhofe  fkin 
was  very  yellow,  yet  his  complaint  was  fg 
flight  as  never  to  confine  him  to  his  bed. 
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The  other  caufe  of  the  increafed  propor- 
tion of  fevers  in  the  old  fquadron  was,  the 
great  number  of  thefe  complaints  that  arofe 
in  the  Magnificent.  This  fhip  having  been 
fent  on  a cruife  about  the  middle  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  the  weather  being  rainy,  fqual- 
ly,  and  uncommonly  cold,  for  the  climate, 
many  fevers  of  the . inflammatory  kind  ap- 
peared. During  this  cruife  fhe  made  prize 
of  a large  French  frigate,  called  the  Con- 
cord, and  the  greater  part  of  the  prifoner-s 
being  taken  on  board,  the  fever  from  that 
time  affumed  a different  type,  with  new  and 
uncommon  fymptoms  ; for,  inftead  of  being 
inflammatory  and  requiring  bleeding,  as  be- 
fore, it  became  more  of  a low,  putrid  kind, 
and  was  attended  in  mod  cafes,  if  not  in  all, 
with  a continual  fweating ; fo  that,  inftead 
of  evacuations,  the  remedies  that  were  found 
mod  effectual  were  the  Peruvian  bark,  blif- 
ters,  and  opium.  Thus  we  fee  fevers  vari- 
oufly  modified  according  to  men’s  conftitu- 
tions,  the  ftate  of  the  air,  and  the  noxious 
effluvia  of  the  Grangers  that  intermix  with 
them. 


itiitnh ~-*f - 1-™***' 
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We  find  the  proportion  of  fluxes  mcrea- 
fing  in  the  new  fquadron  in  January  and 
February,  as  they  had  formerly  done  in  mod 
of  the  fhips  foon  after  their  arrival  from 
England.  They  were  obferved  all'o  to  pre- 
vail principally  in  thofe  fhips  that  had  for- 
merly been  mod  fubjedt  to  fevers,  and  not 
to  arife  till  the  fever  had  fubfided.  They 
were  found,  for  inftance,  to  arife  later  in 
the  Suffolk,  where  the  fever  was  obffinate 
and  malignant,  than  in  the  Princefs  Amelia, 
where  the  fever  had  been  at  one  time  gene- 
ral and  fatal,  but  not  fo  violent  and  lafting 
as  in  the  other. 

The  four  fhips  that  were  fent  to  cruife 
near  Guadaloupe  continued  at  fea  for  feven 
weeks  ; and  it  was  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  fcurvy  in  thefe  and  in  the  Magnificent 
that  the  proportion  of  that  difeafe  was 
greater  at  this  rime  in  the  old  than  in  the 
new  fquadron. 

The  fleet  remained  at  St.  Lucia  till  the 
accounts  of  the  peace  arrived  in  the  begin- 
ning of  April,  The  fervice  was  then  at  an 

N 4 end, 
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end,  and  I returned  to  England  with  the 
firft  division  of  the  fleet,  which  failed  from 
St.  Lucia  on  the  12th  of  April,  under  the 
command  of  Rear-admiral  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  who  was  at  this  time  in  extremely 
bad  health,  and  requeftcd  me  to  accompany 
him. 


PART 
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PART  I. 
BOOK  III. 

j(Of  the  Numbers  and  Mortality  of  different 
Difeafes  fent  to  Hofpitals. 


|L  . C H A P.  I. 

FHofpital  at  Gibraltar,  1780  — at  Barbadoes,  1780  — 
Caufes  of  Mortality  from  various  Difeafes  — Acci- 
dents — the  Hurricane  — Wounds  — Amputations  — 
Scorches — Fluxes  very  apt  to  arife  at  the  Hoipital  — 
Proportion  that  were  received  and  died  at  Antigua  — 
St.  Chriftopher’s — St.  Lucia,  and  at  Barbadoes,  1782 
■ — at  Jamaica,  1782  — at  New  York,  Autumn,  1780 
— 1782  — General  View  of  the  Admiflions  and  Mor- 
tality at  all  the  Hofpitals  during  the  War. 

I In  order  toj’udge  of  the  lofs  fuflained  by 
difeafe,  in  the  courfe  of  that  fervice  of  which 
a relation  has  been  attempted,  the  lick  fent 
to  the  hofpitals  mult  be  taken  into  account. 

II  {hall,  therefore,  give  a fhort  view  of  the 
different  difeafes  admitted,  and  their  morta- 
lity, at  the  feveral  hofpitals  connected  with 
the  fleets  in  which  I ferved.  This  will 
ferve  alfo  to  illuftrate  the  different  effects 

that 
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that  different  fituations  have  upon  the  health 
and  recovery  of  men  *. 

The  fleet  which  effected  the  firft  relief  of 
Gibraltar,  under  the  command  of  Lord 
Rodney,  confining  of  twenty  fhips  of  the 
line,  arrived  there  in  the  third  week  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1780,  after  a paffage  of  three  weeks 
and  a few  days  from  England,  in  which 
they  had  an  adtion  with  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
and  obtained  a vidlory  over  them,  on  the 
1 6th  of  that  month.  The  whole  fleet,  ex- 
cept one  fhip,  failed  from  Gibraltar  on  the 
13th  of  February,  and  while  it  lay  there, 
the  difeafes  fent  to  the  hofpital,  and  their 
refpedlive  mortality,  were  as  follows  -f*  '• 

Fevers 

* As  my  own  ftay  at  different  ports  was  fljort,  and 
as  my  own  knowledge  could  not  extend  beyond  that 
period,  Dr.  Farquarl'on,  Firft  Commillioner  of  Sick  and 
Wounded  Seamen,  very  politely  gave  me  leave  to  in- 
fpedt  the  books  of  the  different  hofpitais  at  his  office, 
and  I colledled  from  them  the  fate  of  all  the  men  that 
were  landed. 

F It  is  proper  to  mention,  tlyit  the  name  of  the  difeafe 
in  the  hofpital  books  being  taken  from  the  ticket  fent 

on 
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DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

Fevers  - - - - 

622 

65 

r 9i 

Fluxes  - - - - 

x7 

O 

0 

Scurvy  - 

I 

55 

13 

Ulcers  - - - - 

20 

3 

w « 

7 

Wounds  - - - 

29 

9 

55 

O 

3 

] Other  Complaints 

12 

3 

4 

Total  - 

7l3 

79 

- 9 

* This  comprehends  not  only  the  deaths 
in  the  time  the  fleet  remained  there,  but  all 
that  happened  afterwards.  The  mortality, 

> on  {hore  with  each  fick  perfon,  great  accuracy  is  not  to 
be  expe&ed,  as  this  is  frequently  done  in  a carelefs  man- 
ner* My  returns  were  made  with  great  exa&nefs;  and, 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  the  hofpital  books  may  alio 
Jie  depended  upon  in  this  refpedt,  the  tickets,  at  my  re- 
.queft,  having  been  made  out  with  accuracy. 

* In  this,  and  the  other  tables,  the  fmaller  fra&ions 
*re  neglected. 

from 
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from  wounds  and  ulcers,  is  greater  than 
might  be  expected  in  fo  fine  a climate,  and 
at  the  cooleft  feafon  of  the  year  ; but  as  the 
place  was  then  befieged,  the  lick  and  wound- 
ed could  not  be  fupplied  with  thofe  refrefh- 
ments  that  were  necefliiry  to  the  recovery  of 
the  men,  and  wounds  and  ulcers  are  com- 
plaints very  apt  to  be  affe&ed  by  the  qua- 
lity of  the  diet. 


The 


■ 
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I The  following  is  an  Account  of  the  Men 
admitted  at  the  Hofpital  at  Barbadoes  in 
the  Campaign  of  1780,  that  is,  from  the 
1 6th  of  March  till  the  end  of  June  : 


* 

DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

Fevers  - 

Fluxes  - - - 

Scurvy  - 

Ulcers  - - - 

Wounds  - 
1 Other  Complaints 

277 

70 

I99 

92 

167 

129 

43 

22 

47 
1 6 

61 

23 

55 

w " 

55 

O 

' 6§ 

4 

4 

2i 

Si 

Total  - - 

. 

943 

212 

. 4i 

The  fevers  were  chiefly  from  the  five  line- 
of-battle  fhips  that  came  immediately  from 
Europe  in  March.  Upon  their  arrival  they 
lent  011  fhore  one  hundred  and  ninety-three 


men 
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men  ill  of  fevers,  only  one  with  the  flux, 
fifteen  with  the  fcurvy,  and  five  with  ulcers. 

When  thefe  fhips  returned  to  Barbadoes 
in  May,  along  with  the  reft  of  the  fleet, 
the  greater  part  of  the  fick  were  then  alio 
on  board  of  them.  By  that  time  the  flux 
and  fcurvy  had  broke  out.  The  former 
prevailed  chiefly  in  the  Terrible  ; the  latter 
in  the  Intrepid.  That  part  of  the  fleet 
which  we  found  on  the  ftation  fent  on  Ihore 
a very  fmall  proportion  of  all  the  clafles  of 
complaints,  except  wounds. 

Of  the  wounds,  nineteen  were  amputa- 
tions, of  which  there  died  nine,  moftly  of  the 
locked  jaw.  There  were  forty-fix  fcorched 
by  gunpowder,  of  whom  there  died  four- 
teen ; fo  that,  befides  thofe  who  were  killed 
outright,  and  thofe  who  died  on  board  in 
confequence  of  accidents  of  this  kind,  before 
they  could  be  fent  to  an  hofpital,  about  one 
fourth  of  all  the  wounds,  and  the  fame  pro- 
portion of  all  the  deaths  from  wounds,  at 
the  hofpital,  was  owing  to  this  caule.  This 
circumftance  ought  to  induce  commanders 


I 


! .* 
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co  take  every  precaution  to  prevent  fuch  ac- 
cidents. In  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  war 
fhey  were  lefs  frequent,  in  confequence  of 
i.hat  greater  caution,  and  more  accurate  me- 
jtthod  of  working  great  guns,  which  were 

.acquired  by  practice  and  experience  *. 

I . - . 

f|  ■ ~ 

In  the  account  of  the  mortality,  I have 
included  only  fuch  as  died  before  the  ill  of 
jjjjanuary,  1781  ; for  if  any  were  carried  off 
cafter  that  time,  it  was  moft  probably  by 
ifome  incidental  complaint.  There  were  fix- 
litty-five  of  them  at  that  time  remaining,  and 
^tthey  were  chiefly  men  difabled  by  lamenefs 
' waiting  for  a paflage  to  England  as  invalids. 

Out  of  the  twenty-three  that  were  killed 
by  the  fall  of  the  houfe  in  the  hurricane  on 
the  10th  of  October,  eight  were  of  the  num- 
ber above  accounted  for ; but  thefe  are  not 
included  in  any  of  the  claffes  of  deaths. 

The  mortality  among  the  men  admitted 
at  this  time  was  greater  than  what  occurred 

# See  the  laft  chapter  of  Part  III. 

afterwards 
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afterwards  in  any  of  the  hofpitals  that  I at- 
tended, except  that  at  Jamaica.  The  prin- 
cipal caufe  of  this  wras,  that  as  the  fleet  was 
fo  much  greater  than  had  ever  been  known 
here  before,  there  was  not  fuitable  accom- 
modation for  fuch  numbers  as  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  fend  on  fhore,  and  we  bad  not  then 
fallen  on  the  method  of  fupplying  refrcfh- 
ments  to  the  men  on  board  of  their  Ihips. 
'I'he  circumftance  by  which  the  men  buf- 
fered molt  was,  the  great  crowding  which 
the  want  of  room  made  neceflary.  There  is 
here  no  public  building  appropriated  for  an 
hofpital ; fo  that  this,  as  well  as  every  thing 
elfe,  being  found  by  contract,  and  the  num- 
ber of  lick  being  fo  much  greater  than  it 
was  ufual  to  provide  for,  the  whole  was  at 
tills  time  conducted  in  a manner  not  very 
regular. 

It  appears  that  the  greateft  mortality  in 
any  clafs  of  difeafe  was  that  of  the  fluxes, 
of  which  the  greateft  number  fent  to  hoi- 
pitals  are  fuch  as  have  languifhed  for  forne 
time  under  this  difeafe,  in  which  ftate  it 

generally 

l ; * 
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generally  proves  fatal  in  the  Weft  Indies,  in 
jrconfequence  of  incurable  ulcers  in  the  great 
jinteftineS)  to  which  the  heat  of  the  climate, 
jas  well  as  the  fcorbutic  habit  and  lea  diet,  is 
I [particularly  unfavourable.  But  the  whole 
| oof  the  milchief  arifing  from  it  does  not  ap- 
pear in  the  table  ; for  it  was  the  moft  apt  of 
.any  difeale  to  fupervene  upon  other  com* 
[plaints  which  were  under  cure  at  the  hof- 
[pital.  It  more  particularly  attacked  thofe 
\who  were  recovering  from  the  fcurvy,  and 
was  the  caufe  of  the  greater  number  of 
(.deaths  under  this  head  in  the  table.  It  was 
found  to  be  more  contagious  than  fevers, 
either  becaufe  the  men’s  conftitutions  were 
more  predifpofed  to  it,  or,  perhaps,  becaufe 
tthe  infectious  matter  of  it  being  more  grofs 
and  lefs  volatile,  it  is  not  fo  readily  diftipated 
by  the  heat  of  the  climate  ; for,  either  from 
t this,  or  fome  other  circumftance,  infectious 
• fevers  are  not  fo  eafily  generated,  nor  fo  apt 
to  fpread,  as  in  Europe.  That  thefe  fluxes 
’were  owing  to  infeCtion  may  be  inferred 
from  hence*  that,  when  men  ill  of  the 
fcurvy  were  cured  on  board  of  the  fhips 

O they 
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they  belonged  to,  they  were  not  liable  to 
this  dileafe,  neither  did  they  prevail  at  thefe 
hofpitals  afterwards,  when  great  care  was 
taken  to  feparate  infectious  difeafes  from  the 
others. 

The  only  regular  hofpital  on  this  ftation 
is  that  at  Antigua.  This  ifland  being  the 
feat  of  the  royal  dock  yard,  there  is  an  efta- 
blifhed  hofpital  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as 

war.  It  fo  happened,  that  great  fleets  never 
came  here  to  put  their  fick  and  wounded  on 
fhore,  as  at  Barbadoes  ; fo  that  the  greater 
number  of  thofc  received  into  it  were  from 
Angle  (hips  that  came  to  careen.  As  there 

was,  therefore,  lefs  neceftity  for  crowding, 
and  as  the  (lighter  cafes  could  be  admitted, 
there  was  a lefs  proportion  of  deaths  here 
than  at  mod  of  the  other  hofpitals. 

There  were  two  other  eflablifhments  for 
the  reception  of  the  fick  and  wounded  on 
this  ftation,  but  they  were  only  temporary. 

Thefe  'were  at  Sr.  Lucia  and  St.  Chrifto* 

» / 

pher’s,  where  the  men  being  received  in 
. great 
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:great  numbers  at  a time  from  large  fleets, 
sand  as  there  were  accommodations  only  for 
tithe  moll  urgent  cafes,  the  mortality  ap- 
lirproached  more  nearly  to  that  of  Barbadoes. 
There  died  at  St.  Chriftopher’s,  in  the  years 
11780  and  1781,  in  the  proportion  of  one  in 

I fix,  and  at  St.  Lucia,  in  the  fame  time,  one 
i in  live  and  a half,  or  two  in  eleven.  The 
jhair  of  the  hofpital  at  Sti  Lucia  was  remark - 
}j;ably  pure,  and  this  degree  of  mortality  was 

Ii  1 owing  to  the  lick  having  been  accommo- 
dated in  tents  and  huts.  In  the  two  lafl 

1 

’ •years  of  the  war,  when  an  hofpital  was 
; built,  and  regularly  eftablilhed,  the  morta- 

•5 

| lity  was  not  much  above  one  half  of  this. 

Some  authors  have  endeavoured  to  form 
an  eftimate  of  the  fuccefs  of  pra&ice  from 
the  different  rates  of  mortality  ; but  this  is 
; extremely  fallacious  ; for  the  fatality  of  dif- 
eafes  will  depend  on  their  violence,  the  pro- 
port  ion  of  deaths  being  very. different  in 
cafes  that  are  flight,  from  what  it  is  in  thofe 
that  are  dangerous.  We  fhall  take  a view, 
however,  of  the  hofpital  at  Barbadoes  at 

O 2 another 
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another  period,  in  which  there  feemed  little 
or  no  difference  in  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  when  the  fuperior  fuccefs  feemed 
to  be  owing  to  the  hofpital’s  not  being  fo 
crowded,  and  to  the  better  attendance  and 
treatment  of  the  Tick.  The  following  is  a 
view  of  the  difeafes  that  were  admitted  in 
the  laft  three  months  of  the  year  1782, 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  landed  from 
the  reinforcement  of  eight  fhips  of  the  line 
that  joined  the  fleet  at  Barbadoes  in  the  be- 
ginning of  December : 


/ 


Fevers 
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DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

Fevers  - - - - 

224 

29 

i* 

\ 8 

pc. 

< i 

Fluxes  - - - - 

l7 

6 

w 

2 

L 3 

Scurvy  - - - - 

5° 

5 

2 

’ 10 

Oi  J 

Ulcers  - - - - 

25 

10 

2 

O 

l 

Other  Complaints 

46 

8 

• 6 

?* 

>A 

< ' 

U1 

Total  - - 

362 

58 

z. 

. 6 

It  happened  on  this,  as  on  the  former  oc- 
cafion,  that  none  were  fent  on  fhore  but 
fuch  as  were  very  ill,  or  had  contagious 
complaints,  the  reft  being  provided  with  re- 
frefhments  on  board  of  their  ihips.  There 
were  no  wounds  at  this  time,  but  there  was 
a greater  proportion  of  fevers  ; fo  that  the 
complaints,  upon  the  whole,  might  be  faid 
to  be  about  equally  dangerous.  The  mor- 
tality now  was,  hov.  ever,  confiderably  It is, 
and  this  is  to  be  imputed  to  the  more  fa- 
vourable fituation  of  the  holjpital,  which  I 

O 3 did 
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did  not  allow  to  be  overcrowded  ; and  the 
men  had  all  manner  of  juftice  done  them  in. 
point  of  attendance  and  accommodation. 

I fhall  give  another  example  of  the  fame 
kind  in  the  hofpital  at  Jamaica,  when  our 
fleet  went  there  after  the  battle  of  the  12th 
of  April.  All  the  men  accounted  for  here 
were  landed  from  the  fleet  under  Lord  Rod- 
ney in  May,  June,  and  July,  1782*. 


diseases. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

Fevers  - 

224 

/I 

r 3 

Fluxes  - 

65 

23 

3 

Scurvy  - - - - 

48 

10 

2 

»-4 

14 

5 

Ulcers  - - 

92 

21 

2 

® <1 

4 

Wounds  - 

70 

18 

4 

Other  Complaints 

40 

18 

< 

2 

» 2 

Total  - 

539 

1 61 

- 3* 

This 


* In  the  year  1741,  the  fleet  under  Admiral  Vernon 
was  at  Jamaica  at  the  fame  time  of  the  year;  and  the 

following 
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This  uncommon  degree  of  mortality  was 
mot  owing  to  the  bad  air  of  the  place,  for 
Tort  Royal  is  naturally  as  healthy  as  mod: 
parts  in  that  climate ; nor  was  it  owing  to 
;bad  accommodations,  or  to  neglect  of  any 
ikind;  but  is  imputable  entirely  to  this  dr- 
xcumftance,  that  the  hofpital  being  extremely 

ifollowing  is  the  account  of  the  men  fent  to  the  hofpital 
in  May  and  June: 


DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

Fevers  - - - - - 

Fluxes 

Scurvy  ^ 

Other  Complaints 

957 

267 

3*4 

167 

255 

73 

41 

26 

Z 

w 

z 

l< 

5 

erf 

W 

z 

r Si- 

32 
7 i 
6 

Total  »•  - 

1703 

395 

1 • 

l 4 

There  was  on  board  of  this  fleet  about  two  thirds  of 
the  number  of  men  that  was  on  board  of  the  fleet  in 
1782.  I cannot  afcertain  how  many  died  on  board  of 
the  {hips  in  Admiral  Vernon’s  fleet;  but  the  deaths  at 
the  hofpital  alone  are  fomewhat  more  than  what  hap- 
pened to  our  fleet  both  on  board  and  at  the  hofpital. 

O 4 fmall, 
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final  1,  thofe  only  were  lent  to  it  who  were 
very  ill.  There  were  at  this  time  upwards 
of  forty  (hips  of  the  line  at  Jamaica,  and  an 
hofpital,  containing  only  three  hundred 
beds,  could  afford  but  a very  inadequate 
relief.  Some  officers  are  unwilling  that  any 
man  (hould  die  on  board  of  their  fhips,  for 
fear  of  difpiriting  the  others  ; and  many 
were  fent  to  the  hofpital,  in  the  moil  de- 
fperate  ffage  of  ficknefs,  that  they  might; 
there  die. 

There  cannot  be  a ftronger  proof  than 
this  of  the  fallacy  of  judging  of  the  iuccefs 
of  practice  by  the  proportion  of  the  deaths  ; 
for  the  Tick  on  this  occaiion  were  better  ac- 
commodated, better  provided  for  in  every 
refpedt,  and  as  regularly  attended,  as  at  any 
other  period  of  my  fervice  iii  the  Weft  In- 
dies, yet  the  mortality  was  greater  than  at 
any  other  time. 

Having  given  inffanccs  of  the  common 
rate  of  mortality  in  hofpitals  in  Europe  and 
the  Weft  Indies,  I (hall  next  give  examples 
of  the  fuccefs  we  had  in  North  America, 
~ ' when 
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when  the  fleet  was  there  in  the  autumns  of 
1 1 7S0  and  1 782. 

Account  of  the  Sick  landed  at  New  York 
from  the  Weft-India  Fleet,  conflfting  of 
eleven  Ships  of  the  Line,  in  Autumn, 
1 780. 


DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

-Fevers  - - 

34 

9 

4 

Fluxes  - - - - 

229 

27 

z 

9 

Scurvy  - - 

433 

40 

UJ 

1 1 

Ulcers  - - - - 

47 

8 

►j 

6 

Other  Complaints 

82 

10 

PS 

< 

UJ 

z 

8 

f 

Total  - - 

82  5 

94 

L 9 

Account 


I 
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Account  of  the  Sick  landed  at  New  York 
from  the  Weft-India  Fleet,  confiding  of 
twenty-fix  Ships  of  the  Line,  in  Au- 
tumn, 1782. 


DISEASES. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

iProportion. 

Fevers  - 

IO4 

14 

r 

7 

Fluxes  - r 

'31 

14 

Z 

9 

Scurvy  - r - 

617 

30 

M 

Z 

O 

20 

Ulcers  - 

74 

JO 

erf 

7 

Other  Complaints 

70 

4 

< 

w 

* 

H 

Total  - - 

996 

72 

• 14 

The  difference  of  mortality  here,  from 
what  occurred  in  the  Weft  Indies,  is  partly 
imputable  to  climate,  and  partly  to  the 
fmaller  number  of  acute  difeafes.  In  the 
two  accounts  laft  dated,  the  difference  in 

favour 
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jcifavour  of  the  latter  feemed  chiefly  to  a rife 
from  the  fuperior  attention  to  the  lick,  and 
ihe  better  treatment  of  them.  It  was  men- 
tioned before,  that  in  autumn,  1782,  at 
NMew  York,  they  were  better  fupplied,  both 
.it  hofpitals  and  on  board  of  their  Ihips, 

; with  every  thing  that  could  be  wilhed,  and 
jkthat  on  this  occalion  almofl:  every  fcheme  I 
Shad  propofed  was  realifed.  The  extraordi- 
nary fuccefs  in  the  fcurvy  was  owing  to  the 
sgreat  quantities  of  vegetables  that  were  fup- 
iplied ; for  feveral  fields  of  cabbages  had 
jibeen  planted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
iihofpital  for  the  ufe  of  the  fick.  This  was 
owing  to  the  humane  attention  of  Admiral 
IDigby,  who  had  alfo  caufed  cows  to  be 
jpurchafed  to  fupply  the  hofpital  with  milk. 
<Cleanlinefs,  and  the  feparation  of  difeafes, 
jjiwere  alfo  flrifUy  attended  to  ; and  I am 
jjperfuaded  that  many  of  the  fcorbutic  men 
jj’were  faved  by  keeping  them  feparated  from 
lithe  fevers  and  fluxes  ; for  it  has  been  ob- 
lerved,  that  men  ill  of  the  fcurvy,  or  reco- 
< vering  from  it,  are  very  apt  to  be  infeded, 
j ; particularly  with  the  flux. 
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It  appears,  that  the  difeafe  in  which  cli- 
mate makes  the  greateft  difference  is  the 
flux.  It  was  obfervable,  that  though  the 
dyfentery  at  this  time  was  more  fatal  on 
board  of  the  fhips  at  New  York  than  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  yet  it  was  lefs  fo  at 
the  hofpital.  The  caufe  of  this  feems  to 
be,  that  the  acute  ftate  of  this  difeafe,  of 
which  men  die  on  board  before  there  is 
time  to  remove  them  to  an  hofpital,  is  more 
fatal  in  a cold  climate  ; but  when  it  be- 
comes more  protracted,  which  is  the  cafe 
with  moft  of  the  cafes  fent  to  hofpitals, 
they  then  do  much  better  in  a cold  than  in 
a hot  climate. 

v J 

I fhall  here  fubjoin  an  account  of  the 
numbers  that  were  admitted,  and  died,  du- 
ring the  whole  war,  at  the  hofpitals  of  the 
different  parts  at  which  the  fleets  I wa* 
connected  with  touched. 
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; I - 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Proportion. 

| At  Gibraltar  - - 

2131 

N 

O 

00 

10 

Barbadoes  - 

4604 

86l 

5 

Antigua 

6099 

91 * * * * 4 

7 

St.  Lucia  - - 

3363 

478 

£ 
<— « 

w 

7 

St.  Chriftopher’s 

*53 

1 42 

6 

Jamaica 

10088 

[672 

cA 

< 

£ 

6 

New  York  - 

OO 

CO 

O 

21 79 

n 

Total  - - 

45°l8 

6449 

. 7 

I have  been  able  to  calculate  the  numbers 
i of  deaths  from  difeafe  in  this  great  fleet, 

both  on  board  and  at  hofpitals,  during  the 

period  of  my  own  fervice,  which  was  three 
years  and  three  months,  and  they  amounted 
to  three  thoufand  two  hundred  *,  indepen* 

dent 

* I was  enabled,  after  coming  to  England,  toafcertain 
the  deaths  in  that  part  of  the  fquadron  from  which  I 

happened 
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dent  of  thofe  that  were  killed  and  died  of 
wounds; 

There  died  of  difeafe  in  the  fleet  I be- 
longed to,  from  July,  1780,  to  July,  1781* 
about  one  man  in  eight,  including  both 
thofe  who  died  on  board  and  at  hofpitals 
But  the  annual  mortality  in  the  Weft- India, 
fleet,  during  the  laft  year  of  the  war,  that 
is,  from  March,  1782,  to  March*  1783* 
was  not  quite  one  in  twenty  +.  This  diffe- 
rence was  partly  owing  to  the  general  in- 
creafe  of  health  in  fleets  as  a war  advances, 
partly  to  fome  improvements  in  victualling* 
and  partly  to  better  accommodations  as  well 
as  regulations  in  what  related  to  the  care  of 
the  fick. 

Though 

happened  at  any  time  to  be  abfent,  by  having  leave  from 
the  Navy  Board  to  infpeCt  the  jfhips’  books  departed  at 
their  office. 

* See  Appendix  to  Pait  II. 

•J  The  mortality  of  the  army  in  the  Weft  Indies  is 
much  greater;  for  it  appears  by  the  returns  of  the  War 
Office,  that  there  died  in  the  year  1780,  two  thoufand 
and  thirty-fix  foldiers,  which  being  calculated  by  the 
numbers  on  the  ftation,  and  thofe  who  arrived  in  the  con- 
voy 
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Though  the  mortality  in  fleets  in  the 
Weft  Indies  is,  upon  the  whole,  greater  than 
:n  Europe,  yet  it  has  fo  happened,  that,  in 
dhe  late  war,  the  fleet  at  home  has,  at  parti- 
cular periods,  been  confiderably  more  fickly 
[than  that  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  at  any  one 
time.  I was  informed  by  Dr.  Lind,  that, 
vwhen  the  grand  fleet  arrived  at  Portfmouth 
sin  November,  1779,  a tenth  part  of  all  the 
irnen  were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  It  appears*, 
V 

v,-oy  in  March  and  July,  the  annual  mortality  is  found  to 
ioe  one  in  four.  The  greatnefs  ot  this  mortality  will  ap- 
pear in  a hill  flronger  light,  when  it  is  confidered  that 
thofe  who  ferve  in  the  army  are  the  moll  healthy  part  of 
the  community.  When  I was  at  the  encampment  at 
Loxheath  in  the  year  1779,  I was  politely  favoured  with 
oa  fight  of  the  returns,  both  of  the  general  officers  and 
■phyfician,  and  it  appeared  that  in  an  army  of  ten  thou- 
sand and  eighty-nine  men,  there  died,  from  the  10th  of 
jjune  to  the  2d  of  November,  forty-three,  exclufive  of 
twelve  who  died  of  fmall  pox.  This  being  calculated, 
is  equal  to  an  annual  mortality  of  one  in  a hundred  and 
nine;  and  it  was  not  half  fo  much  in  the  encampment  of 
tthe  former  year.  It  appears  by  Mr.  Simpfon’s  tables, 

• that  the  mortality  of  mankind  in  England,  from  the  age 
of  twenty  to  forty-five,  which  includes  the  ufual  age  of 
thofe  who  ferve  in  the  navy  and  army,  is  one  in  fifty. 

* See  Table  II. 

that 
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that  in  the  years  1780  and  1781,  a period  at 
which  the  fleet  in  the  Wed:  Indies  was  moft 
flckly,  the  medium  of  the  numbers  on  the 
Tick  lift  was  one  in  fifteen,  and  many  of 
thefe  were  very  flight  complaints  ; whereas, 
in  the  fleet  alluded  to  in  England,  the  dif- 
eafes  were  moftly  fevers,  and  fo  ill  as  ac- 
tually to  be  fcnt  to  the  hofpital.  It  appears 
likewife,  that  there  was  the  greateft  propor- 
tion of  lick  in  our  fleet  when  it  was  on  the 
coaft  of  America  in  September,  1780*. 
This  difference  is  owing  to  the  greater  pre- 
valence of  the  fhip  fever,  and  of  the  fcurvy, 
in  a cold  than  in  a hot  climate. 

With  regard  to  the  mortality  at  hofpitals, 
the  companion  is  greatly  in  favour  of  thofe 
in  England.  This  is  owing  to  the  greater 
regularity,  and  r the  better  accommodation 
and  diet,  which  an  hofpital  at  home  admits 
of,  as  well  as  to  the  difference  of  climate.  It 
has  alfo  been  mentioned,  that,  on  moft  occa* 
fions,  the  hofpitals  I attended  abroad  were  fo 
limited  as  to  contain  only  the  worft  cafes,  in 
confequence  of  which  there  would  of  courie 

* See  Table  II. 
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a greater  proportional  mortality  than  in 
the  great  hofpitals  of  England. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  the  whole 
llofs  of  lives  from  difeafe,  and  by  the  ene- 
jjmy*,  in  three  years  and  three  months,  in 
the  fleets  and  hofpitals  with  which  I was 
I :onne6led  : 


Died  of  difeafe  fl- 

- 3203 

Killed  in  battle 

- 648 

Died  of  wounds  - 

- 5°° 

Total  % 

- 4348 

* None  are  comprehended  but  thofe  who  were  killed 
for  wounded  in  battles  in  which  the  whole  fleet  was  pre- 
jjifent,  this  account  not  including  thofe  who  fell  in  Angle 
factions  in  frigates  or  other  fhips. 

It  would  appear,  that,  anciently,  though  the  flaugh- 
1 ter  in  battle  was  greater  than  in  modern  times,  yet  that 
f difeafe  was  ftill  more  deflruflive  than  the  fword.  One 
s of  the  oldeft  teftimonies  to  this  pur  pole  is  in  the  Hiftory 
I,: of  Alexander’s  Expedition,  by  Arrian  — pe»  h t aT: 

* - - I \ 1 s 

lr  cc.7rLAU/.i/cccffit9  at  sk  i ut  'r^uvfAa.Tut  ATTOfAciy/.h  ytyMuiMi 

1 5»  wXiuu;  at  1 o7a)  uTr<.hu?.iru>. — Arrian.  Hift.  Alex.  Exped. 

Lib.  v.  cap.  26. 


\ Upwards  of  three  thoufand  were  alfu  loft  at  lea  in 

P fhips 
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. 

/hips  of  war  belonging  to  the  fame  fleets  in  the  hurricane 
of  October,  1780,  and  in  the  rtorm  in  September,  1782,  , 
in  which  the  Vijle  de  Paris  and  the  other  French  prizes 

were  loft  on  their  paflage  to  England. 

.. ...  •_'*  •»"  f t * 7. ' : ' ' ' 
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OF  THE 

AUSES  OF  SICKNESS  in  FLEETS, 
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AND  THE 

MEANS  of  PREVENTION. 


INTRODUCTION. 

N the  year  1780  I printed  a fmall  trea- 
tife  for  the  ufe  of  the  fleet,  containing  ge- 
neral rules  for  the  prevention  of  ficknefs  ; 
;;and  this  part  of  the  work  is  chiefly  taken 
from  it. 


My  own  opportunities  of  expedience,  as 
(exhibited  in  the  preceding  Part,  nave  been 
fufficiently  extenfive  to  luggejft  many  obf  r- 
vations  on  this  lubjedt  ; but  as  my  ob.  dt  is 
"utility,  rather  than  the  praile  >'<f  urigi  , 1 y, 
I lhall  not  confine  myiclf  to  tiicie.  Cheat 

P 2 put 
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part  of  what  is  to  be  advanced  is  taken  from 
books  * and  converfation,  as  well  as  my  own 
experience,  my  defign  being  to  exhibit  a 
coneife  view  of  all  the  difcoveries  on  this 
fubje^t  that  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 
I have  alTumed  nothing,  however,  from 
mere  report  or  teftimony,  having  had  op- 
portunities, from  my  own  obfervations,  of 
verifying  or  difproving  the  aflertions  of 
others. 

Mere  may  be  done  towards  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  health  and  lives  of  feamen  than 

i 1 . , * • 1 

is  commonly  imagined  ; and  it  is  a matter 
not  only  of  humanity  and  duty,  but  of  in- 

^ • * v w ’ 

tered  and  policy. 

Towards  the  forming  of  a feaman  a fort 

. wt  * 

of  education  is  necellary,  confining  in  an 
habitual  practice  in  the  exercife  of  his  pro- 
felfion  from  an  early  period  of  life ; fo  that 

if 

* The  authors  from  whom  I have  borrowed  have  been 
chiefly  Dr.  Lind  anc|  Capt.  Cook.  To  the  former  we 
are  indebted  for  the  molt  accurate  obfervations  on  the 
health  of  feamen  in  hot  climates ; of  the  improvements 

made 
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|!;jf  our  flock  of  mariners  fhould  come  to  be 
| , exhaufled  or  diminifhed,  this  would  be  a 
lofs  that  could  not  be  repaired  by  the  moft 
fiourifhing  ftate  of  the  public  finances  ; for 
money  would  avail  nothing  to  the  public 
defence  without  a fufficient  number  of  able 
and  healthy  men,  which  are  the  real  re- 
fources  of  a Bate,  and  the  true  finews  of 
war. 

! - • > 

In  this  view,  as  well  as  from  the  peculiar 
dependence  of  Britain  on  her  navy,  this  or- 
der of  men  is  truly  ineftimable  ; and  even 
confidering  men  merely  as  a commodity,  it 
could  be  made  evident,  in  an  oeconomical  and 

I political  view,  independent  of  moral  confi- 
derations,  that  the  lives  and  health  of  men 
might  be  preferved  at  much  lefs  expence 
and  trouble  than  what  are  neceffary  to  re- 
pair the  ravages  of  difeafe. 

iTiade  by  the  latter,  an  excellent  compendium  may  be 
feen  in  Sir  John  Pringle’s  Difcourfe  before  the  Royal 
Society,  on  the  occafion  of  adjudging  a prize  medal  to 
Capt.  Cook  for  his  paper  upon  this  fubjeft, 

P 3 It 
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It  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  the  ac- 
counts furnifhed  by  hiftory  of  the  Ioffes  and 
difappointments  to  the  public  fervice  from 
the  prevalence  of  difeafe  in  fleets.  Sir 
Richard  Hawkins,  who  lived  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  lafl  century,  mentions,  that  in 
twenty  years  he  had  known  of  ten  thouiand 
men  who  had  perifhed  by  the  fcurvy. 
Commodore  Anfon,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
voyage  of  circumnavigation,  loft  more  than 
four  fifths  of  his  men  chiefly  by  that  dif- 
eafe. Hiflory  fupplies  us  with  many  in- 
fiances  of  naval  expeditions,  that  have  been- 
entirely  fruflrated  by  the  force  of  difeale 
alone  : that  under  Count  Mansfeldt  in  1624; 
that  under  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  the 
year  after  ; that  under  Sir  Francis  Wheeler 
in  1693;  that  to  Carthagena  in  1741; 
that  of  the  French  under  D’Anville  in  1 746; 
and  that  of  the  fame  nation  to  Louilboufg 


in  1 757 


That 


if;  >•> 


* In  the  late  war  ficknefs  alone  was  not  the  caufe  of 
want  of  fuccefs  in  any  infiance,  except  in  the  laft  aftio* 
in  the  Eall  Indies,  in  which  fo  many  men  were  ill  of  the 
fcurvy,  that  there  were  not  hands  enow  to  manage  tj>! 
guns. 


There 
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That  the  health  of  a {hip’s  company  de- 
pends in  a great  meafure  upon  means  within 
our  power,  is  ftrongly  evinced  by  this,  that 
different  {hips  in  the  fame  fituation  of  fer- 
vice  enjoy  very  different  degrees  of  health. 
Every  one  who  has  ferved  hi  a great  fleet 
muff  have  remarked,  that  out  of  {hips  with 
the  fame  complement  of  men,  who  have 
been  the  fame  length  of  time  at  fea,  and 
have  been  vidtualled  and  watered  in  the  fame 
manner,  fome  are  extremely  fickly,  while 
others  are  free  from  difeafe.  Is  it  not  natu- 
rally to  be  inferred  from  hence,  that  the 
health  of  men  at  fea  depends  in  a great 
meafure  upon  circumffances  within  the 


There  is  another  fa£t  in  hiftory,  which,  though  not 
fo  applicable  to  this  fubjeiSt  as  thofe  above  recited,  forci- 
bly evinces  how  important  a ftudy  the  health  of  men 
ought  to  be  in  military  affairs.  When  Henry  V.  was 
about  to  invade  France,  he  had  an  army  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  men ; but  owing  to  a ficknefs  which  arofe  in  the 
army,  in  conference  of  fome  delays  in  the  embarka- 
tion, their  number  was  reduced  to  ten  thoufand  at  the 
battle  of  Agincourt.  The  difeafe  of  which  they  chiefly 
died  was  the  dyfentery.  Rapin. 

nHMflHH 


power 
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power  of  olFicers,  and,  indeed,  upon  thiir 
exertions,  much  more  than  medical  care*? 


- u 


r It  has.  appeared  in  the  preceding  part  of 
this  work,  that  the  dikafts  mold  prevalent 
among  jfeatnen  are  fevers,  fluxes,  and  the 
icurvy.  Thele  arc  indeed  lome  of  the  moft 
fatal  that  can  attack  the  human  body  ; but 
there  is  a numerous  tribe  of  complaints, 
which  are  alio  fome  of  the  moft  fevere 
lcourges  of  human  nature,  from  which 
they  are  in  a manner  entirely  exempt.  — 
Thefe  are  the  di  ft  ales  to  which  the  indolent 
and  luxurious  are  lubjckt,  and  which  fo  far 
embitter  their  life  as  to  render  their  portion 
of  worldly  enjoyment  nearly  on  a level  with 
that  of  the  poor  and  laborious.  The  (lift 
cafes  alluded  to  are  chiefly  the  gout,  ftomach 
complaints,  hypochondriac  and  other  ner- 


rl  i 
ii 


* It  is  not  meant  by  this  to  infinuate  that  every 
commander  is  attfolutely  accountable  for  the  health  of 
his  fliip’s  company,  and  cenfurable  when  they  are  fickly ! 
for  this  mav  depend  on  his  predeceflor  in  command,  or  a 
ft  tinhorn  infection  inav  have  prevailed  from  the  original 
fitting  out  or  manning  ot  the  ill  ip  which  he  may  not 
have  fuperintended. 


vous 
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vous  diforders.  In  all  countries  it  is  the  bet- 
ter fort  of  people  that  are  moll  fubjedt  to 
thefe  ; for  they  are  owing  to  the  want  of 
bodily  exercife,  to  the  great  indulgence  of 
the  l'enfes,  and  a greater  keennels  and  de- 
licacy in  the  paflions  and  fentiments  of  the 
mind.  Man  being  formed  by  nature  for 
adtive  life,  it  is  neceflary  to  his  enjoying 
health  that  his  mufcular  powers  fhould  be 
exercifed,  and  that  his  fenfes  fhould  be  ha- 
bituated to  a certain  flrength  of  imprefiion. 
Animal  and  vegetable  nature  may  be  aptly 
enough  compared  to  each  other  in  this  re- 
fpedl ; for  a tree  or  plant  brought  up  in  a 
greater  degree  of  fhelter  and  fhade  than  what 
is  fuitable  to  its  nature,  will  be  puny  and 
iicldy  ; it  will  neither  attain  its  natural 
growth  nor  ftrength  of  fibre,  nor  will  it  be 
able  to  bear  the  influence  of  the  weather, 
nor  the  natural  viciftitudes  of  heat  and  cold 
to  which  it  may  be  expoled. 

It  js  to  be  remarked,  however,  that  exer- 
cife  and  temperance  may  be  carried  to  ex- 
cels, and  that  in  thele  there  is  a certain  fla- 
lutary  medium  ; for  when  labour  and  abfti- 
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nence  amount  to  hardfhip,  they  are  equally 
pernicious  as  indulgence  and  indolence. 
This  is  ftrongly  exemplified  in  feamen  ; for, 
in  confequence  of  what  they  undergo,  they 
are  in  general  Ihort  lived,  and  have  their 
con  (lit  ut  ions  worn  out  ten  years  before  the 
reft  of  the  laborious  part  of  mankind.  A 
feaman,  at  the  age  of  forty-five,  if  fihewn  to 
a perfon  not  accuftomed  to  be  among  them, 
would  be  taken  by  his  looks  to  be  fifty-five, 
or  even  on  the  borders  of  fixty  *. 

The  moft  common  chronic  complaints 
which  a long  courfe  of  fatigue,  expofure  to 
the  weather,  and  other  hardfhips,  tend  to 
bring  on,  are  pulmonary  confumptions, 
rheumatifms,  and  dropfies.  It  is  alio  to  be 
confidered,  that  thefe  complaints,  particu- 
larly the  laft,  are  farther  fomented  by  hard 
drinking,  which  is  a common  vice  among 

* Ou  I yayi  oT&*  xctxtvTiw  §t&«.r<nK, 

AvJjii  re  avyxivaf,  e!  xj  [/.a.hct  art, 

OMHP.  OAYI.  0. 

Dire  is  the  ocean,  dread  in  all  its  forms  ! 

Man  mult  decay,  when  man  contends  with  ftorms. 

poi’E. 
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this  clafs  of  men,  and  they  are  led  to  in- 
dulge in  it  by  the  rigorous  and  irregular 
courfe  of  duty  incident  to  their  mode  of  life. 

With  regard  to  gout,  indigeftion,  hypo- 
chondriac complaints,  and  low  fpirits,  there 
is  fomething  in  hard  labour  of  every  kind 
that  tends  to  avert  them,  and  particularly  in 
that  rough  mode  of  it  peculiar  to  a fea  life. 
There  is  alfo  fomething  in  the  harfh  fenfa- 
tions  from  the  objects  which  feamen  are  in 
ufe  to  fee,  hear,  and  handle,  which  fo  mo- 
difies their  conftitutions  and  hardens  their 
nerves  as  to  make  them  little  liable  to  what 
may  be  called  .the  difeafes  of  exceffive  refine- 
ment, fuch  as  thofe  above  mentioned.  I 
Imve,  indeed,  met  with  fuch  difeafes  at 
naval  hofpitals ; but  I always  remarked  that 
they  were  in  landfmen  who  had  been  prelfed, 
and  who  had  been  bred  to  fedentary  and  in- 
dolent occupations, 

The  difeafes  above  enumerated,  as  well  as 
molt  other  chronic  complaints,  being  the 
offspring  of  indolence  and  luxury,  while 
fevers  and  fevcrifh  complaihts  fall  equally 

on 
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The  prevention  of  difeafes  is  an  objeCt 
as  much  deferving  our  attention  as  their 
cure ; for  the  art  of  phylic  is  at  bed;  but 
fallible,  and  ficknefs,  under  the  bed;  medi- 
cal management,  is  productive  of  great  in- 
convenience, and  is  attended  with  more  or 
kfs  mortality.  The  means  of  prevention 
are  alio  more  within  our  power  than  thofe 
cf  cure  ; for  it  is  more  in  human  art  to  re- 
move contagion,  to  alter  a man’s  food  and 
cloathing,  to  command  what  exercife  he  is 
to  ufe  and  what  air  he  is  to  breathe,  than  it 
is  to  produce  any  given  change  in  the  inter- 
nal operations  of  the  body.  What  we  know 
concerning  prevention  is  alfo  more  certain 
and  fatisfaCtory,  in  as  much  as  it  is  eafier  to 
invedigate  the  external  caufes  that  affeCt 
health  than  to  develope  the  fecret  fprings  of 
the  animal  ceconomy. 

This  part  of  the  work,  therefore,  is 
chiefly  addreflfed  to  thofe  who  direCt  the 

J 

navy  either  in  a civil  or  military  capacity  ; 
for  the  general  health  of  fliips  depends  fo 
much  upon  the  victualling  and  manning  in 
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the  firfl:  inflance,  and,  afterwards,  on  the 
degree  of  difcipline  and  order  which  are 
kept  up,  that  1 am  perfuaded  that  a certain 
degree  of  attention  on  their  part  would 
almoft  entirely  eradicate  difeafe  from  our 


fleets. 


Several  remarks  in  this  part  of  the  work 
will  be  found  fo  obvious,  that  it  might 
feem  fuperfluous  to  mention  them.  But  it 
has  been  my  intention  to  omit  nothing  that 
I have  heard  of  or  obferved  as  a matter  of 
afcertained  utility,  and,  I believe,  the  molt 
experienced  will  find  either  fomething  new, 
or  what  they  had  not  before  fufficiently  at- 
tended^). Though  the  delign  of  it  is  that 
of  being  extenfively  ufeful,  yet  my  trouble 
would  *be  compel) fated,  fhould  it  prove  the 
means  of  health  and  comfort  to  a fingle 
fhip’s  company  ; nay,  I fhould  not  repent 
my  labour,  could  I enjoy  the  confcious  cer- 
tainty of  its  being  the  means  of  laving  the 
life  of  one  brave  and  good  man. 


The  prevention  of  difeafe  has  relation 
only  to  the  external  caufes  that  afFeft  health, 

and 
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and  1 {hall  cpnfider  thefe  under  the  four 
heads  of 

I,  AIR,  III.  EXERCISE, 

II.  A I-  I M K NT,  IV.  CEO  A T H 1 N G. 
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CHAP.  I. 

A I R. 

Under  this  head  I fhall  not  only  con- 
fider  the  natural  date  of  the  air  of  the  at- 
mofphere  in  point  of  heat  and  cold,  moi- 
flure  and  drynefs,  purity  and  corruption, 
but  alfo  the  different  artificial  impregnations 
of  it  from  the  holds  or  other  parts  of  a 
fhip,  or  from  the  perfons  of  men  who  have 
been  neglected  in  point  of  cleanlinefs* 

The  common  air  of  the  atmofphere  at  fea 
is  purer  than  on  ffiore,  which  gives  to  a fea 
life  a very  great  advantage  over  a life  at 
land.  This  advantage  is  dill  greater  in  the 
tropical  regions,  where  the  land  air,  efpe- 
cially  fuch  as  proceeds  from  woods  and 
marfhes,  is  fo  fatal,  and  where  the  heat  is 
alfo  conhderably  lefs  at  fea  than  on  fhore. 
But  this  fuperior  purity  of  the  air  at  fea  is 

more 
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more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  artificial 
means  of  propagating  difeafes  on  board  of 
a (hip.  Since  a fea  life,  however,  has  this 
great  natural  advantage  to  health,  the  caufes 
of  difeafe  peculiar  to  it  are  chargeable  ra- 
ther to  the  mifmanagement  of  men  than  to 
any  thing  unavoidable  in  nature  ; and  we 
are  from  this  encouraged  to  exert  our  endea- 
vours in  removing  them. 

The  effe&s  of  land  air,  however,  are  not 
to  be  neglected  by  thofe  who  are  ftudious  of 
preferving  the  health  of  a (hip’s  company, 
for  feamen  are  expofed  to  it  in  various  ways 
while  they  are  in  harbour  ; and  this  is  what 
we  (hall  firfi:  treat  of. 
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SECT.  I. 

Of  the  noxious  Effects  of  Land  Air  in 
particular  Situations. 

A LL  the  difeafes  incident  to  a fleet,  ex- 
cept the  fcurvy,  are  more  apt  to  aril'e  in  a 
harbour  than  at  fea,  and  particularly  the  vio- 
lent fevers  peculiar  to  hot  climates.  There 
are  generally  woods  and  marlhes  adjacent  to 
the  anchoring  places  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
and  the  men  are  expofed  to  the  bad  air  pro- 
ceeding from  thence,  either  in  confequence 
of  the  fhip’s  riding  to  leeward  of  them,  or 
of  people’s  going  on  ftiore  on  the  duties  of 
wooding  and  watering.  Inftances  of  this, 
without  number,  might  be  adduced  from  the 
accounts  of  voyages  to  all  the  tropical  coun- 
tries. Our  fatal  expeditions  to  the  Bafti- 
mentos,  and  to  Carthagena,  in  former  wars, 
are  ftriking  proofs  of  it ; and  we  have  feen 
the  fame  effe&s,  though  in  a much  lefs  de- 
gree, while  the  fleet  was  at  Jamaica  in  1 782. 

O2  v I have 
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I have  known  a hundred  yards  in  a road 
make  a difference  in  the  health  of  a fliip  at 
anchor,  by  her  being  under  the  lee  of 
marfhes  in  one  fituation,  and  not  in  the 
other  *.  Where  people  at  land  are  fo  fitua- 
ted,  as  not  to  be  expofed  to  the  air  of  woods 
and  marfhes,  but  only  to  the  fea  air,  they 
are  equally  healthy  as  at  fea.  There  was  a 
remarkable  inffance  of  this  on  a fmall  ifland, 
called  Pidgeon  Ifland,  formerly  defcribed, 
where  forty  men  were  employed  in  making 
a battery,  and  they  were  there  from  June 

to 


* If  the  experiments  of  modern  philofophv  are  to  be 
depended  on,  they  go  a certain  way  to  account  for  the 
unwholefomenefs  of  air  from  woods  in  hot  climates,  and 
in  wet  weather;  for  Dr.  Ingenhouiz  found  that  the 
effluvia  of  plants  in  the  night  time,  and  in  the  fhade,  are 
more  poifonous  in  hot  than  in  cold  weather  ; but  though 
there  is  a lalubrity  in  the  effluvia  in  funfhine,  the  heat  of 
the  weather  makes  no  difference  with  regard  to  this. 
He  found  alfo  that  vegetables,  when  wet,  yield  an  un- 
wholefome  air. 

It  is  difficult  to  afcertain  how  far  the  influence  of  va- 
pours from  woods  and  marlhes  extend ; but  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  think  that  it  is  to  a very  fmall  diftance.  When 
the  fhips  watered  at  Rock  Fort,  they  found  that  if  they 
. • anchored 
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to  December,  which  includes  the  moft  un- 
healthy time  of  the  year,  without  a man 
dying,  and  with  very  little  ficknefs  among 
them,  though  they  worked  hard,  lived  on 
fait  proviiions,  and  had  their  habitations  en- 
tirely deftroyed  by  the  hurricane.  During 
this  time  near  one  half  of  the  garrifon  of 
St.  Lucia  died,  though  in  circumftances 
limilar  in  every  refpefr,  except  the  air  of 
the  place,  which  blew  from  woods  and 
marfhes. 


anchored  clofe  to  the  fhore,  fo  as  to  fmell  the  land  air, 
the  health  of  the  men  was  affe&ed ; but  upon  removing 
two  cables  length,  no  inconvenience  was  perceived.  I 
was  informed  of  the  following  fa£f,  in  proof  of  the  fame, 
by  the  medical  gentlemen  who  attended  the  army  in  Ja- 
maica;— The  garrifon  of  Fort  Augufta,  which  {lands 
very  near  fome  marfhes,  to  which  it  is  to  leeward  when 
the  land  wind  blows,  was  yet  remarkably  healthy ; but 
it  became  at  onetime  extremely  fickly  upon  the  breaking 
in  of  the  fea  in  confequence  of  a high  tide,  whereby  the 
water  which  was  retained  in  the  hollows  of  the  fort  pro- 
duced a putrid  moiflure  in  the  foil,  exhaling  a vapour 
offenfive  to  the  fmell,  and  with  all  the  noxious  effe&s 
upon  health  commonly  arifing  from  the  effluvia  of 
marfhes. 


0.3 
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The  duties  of  wooding  and  watering  are 
fo  unwholefome,  that  negroes,  if  poffible, 
fhould  be  hired  to  perform  them.  In  gene- 
ral, however,  the  employing  of  feamen  in 
filling  water  and  cutting  wood  is  unavoid- 
able, but  it  fhould  be  fo  managed  as  not  to 
allow  them,  on  any  account,  to  flay  on  fhore 
all  night  ; for,  befides  that  the  air  is  then 
more  unwholefome,  men,  when  afleep,  are 
more  fufceptible  of  any  harm,  either  from 
the  cold  or  the  impurity  of  air,  than  when 
awake  and  employed, 

As  the  fervice  neceffarily  requires  that  men 
fhould  be  on  fhore  more  or  lefs,  however 
unwholefome  the  air  may  be,  means  are  to 
lie  ufed  to  prevent  its  pernicious  imprcflions 
on  the  body.  Certain  internal  medicines, 
fuch  as  bitters,  aromatics,  and  fmall  quanti- 
ties of  fpirituous  liquors,  tend  to  preferve 
the  body  from  its  bad  etfedts.  Of  the  bit- 
ters, Peruvian  bark  is,  perhaps,  the  Left  ; 
and  there  is  a well-attefled  in  fiance  of  its 
efficacy  in  the  account  given  by  Mr.  Ro- 
bertfon  of  a voyage  in  the  Rainbow  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa  ; and  by  the  fame  means 

Count 
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Count  Bonneval  and  his  fuite  efcaped  fick- 
ncfs  in  the  camps  in  Hungary,  while  half 
of  the  army  were  cut  off  by  fevers.  In 
confequence  of  Mr.  Robertfon’s  rep  refen  ta- 
tion  of  the  effedls  of  bark  in  curing  and  pre- 
venting the  fevers  of  that  climate,  the  fhips 
of  war  fitted  out  for  the  coafi:  of  Guinea  have 
been  fupplied  with  it  gratuitoufly,  and  Go- 
vernment would  find  its  account  in  extend- 
ing this  bounty  to  all  the  tropical  Rations. 

We  have  feen,  in  the  former  part  of  this 
work,  that  the  fever  produced  by  the  impure 
air  of  marfhes  may  not  appear  for  many 
days  after  the  noxious  principle,  whatever  it 
is,  has  been  imbibed ; men  having  been 
fometimes  feized  with  it  more  than  a week 
after  they  had  been  at  fea.  It  naturally  oc- 
curs, therefore,  that  fomething  may  be  done 
in  the  intermediate  time  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fects of  this  bad  air ; and  nothing  is  more 
advifeable  than  to  take  fome  dofes  of  Peru- 
vian bark,  after  clearing  the  bowels  by  a. 
purgative.  Some  fadts,  related  in  the  firft 
part  of  this  work,  Ihow  that  an  interval  of 
ten  days  or  a fortnight  may  elapfe  between 

0^4  - the 
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the  imbibing  of  the  poifon  and  its  taking 
effett.  And,  in  order  to  guard  againft  the 
diieafes  of  this  climate  in  general,  it  would 
be  more  proper  to  take  lbme  large  dofes  of 
bark  once  in  either  of  thefe  periods,  than  to 
make  a conftant  praflice  of  taking  a little, 
as  I have  known  l'ome  people  do,  by  which 
they  may  alfo  render  their  body  in  fome 
meafure  infenfible  to  its  good  effe<fts.  I 
knew  a phyfician  of  fome  eminence  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  who  always  enjoyed  uninter- 
rupted health,  and  he  imputed  it  to  his  ta- 
king from  half  an  ounce  to  an  ounce  of 
bark  every  change  and  full  of  the  moon,  as 
he  thought  that  fevers  of  the  intermitting 
and  remitting  kind,  were  more  apt  to  occur 
at  thefe  periods.  Whether  this  idea  be  well 
founded  or  not,  the  practice  is  proper,  upon 
the  other  principle  that  has  been  mentioned, 
and  the  phafes  of  the  moon  will  at  leaft 
ferve  as  an  aid  to  the  memory. 

X 

The  fpices  of  the  country,  fuch  as  capfi- 
cum  and  ginger,  for  which  nature  has  given 
the  inhabitants  of  the  torrid  zone  an  appe- 
tite, have  alfo  been  found  powerful  in  forti- 

fying 
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fying  the  body  againft  the  influence  of  noxi- 
ous air.  Either  thefe,  or  the  bark,  or  fimi- 
lar  fubftances,  of  a bitter  and  aromatic  na- 
ture, given  in  a glafs  of  fpirits  to  men  going 
upon  umvholefome  duty,  have  been  found 
to  have  a powerful  effed  in  preventing  them 
from  catching  the  fevers  of  the  climate. 
The  pradice  may  be  thought  too  trouble- 
fome  in  the  hurry  of  fervice  in  a great  fleet; 
and  1 in  general  avoid  mentioning  any  thing 
but  what  is  eafily  practicable,  and  highly 
important  to  the  body  of  feamen  at  large  ; 
but  fuch  a precaution  may  be  of  fervice  at 
leaf:  to  officers,  or  to  a flip’s  company, 
when  fervice  is  eafv,  or  on  a fmall  fcale. 

But  befules  the  poifonous  effluvia  of  woods 
and  marfhes,  the  fenflble  qualities  of  the  air 
are  alfo  to  be  attended  to.  If  I were  re- 
quired to  fix  on  the  circumftances  moft 
pernicious  to  Europeans,  particularly  thole 
newly  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies,  I would 
fay,  that  they  are  too  much  bodily  exercife 
in  the  fun,  and  fleeping  in  the  open  air  ; and 
the  pradices  moft  hurtful  next  to  thefe  are, 
Intemperance  in  drinking,  and  bad  hours. 

The 
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The  ficknefs  and  mortality  among  new 
comers  may,  in  general,  be  imputed  to  feme 
one  of  thefe  caufes.  It  is  in  favour  of  this 
opinion  that  women  are  not  fubjedt  to  the 
fame  violent  fevers  as  the  other  fex,  which 
is  probably  owing  to  their  not  giving  into 
the  above-mentioned  irregularities. 

The  laft  direction  I ihall  mention  with 
regard  to  the  preiervation  of  health  in  a 
harbour  is,  that  the  ftiip  fhould  be  made  to 
ride  with  a fpring  on  the  cable,  that  the 
fide  may  be  turned  to  the  wind,  whereby 
a free  ventilation  will  be  produced,  and  the 
foul  air  from  the  head,  which  is  the  moll 
offenfive  part,  will  not  be  carried  all  over 
the  decks,  as  it  mu  ft  be  when  the  ihip  rides 
head  to  wind. 

Having  little  experience  of  my  own  with 
regard  to  difeales  at  fea  in  cold  climates,  I 
cannot  recommend  any  particular  precau- 
tions ; but  Dr.  Lind  thinks  that  garlick  in- 
fufed  in  fpirits  is  one  of  the  beft  preferva- 
tives  againft  the  bad  effedls  of  cold  and  wet. 
The  French  ftiips  of  war  are  furnilhed  with 

great 
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great  quantities  of  garlick  as  an  article  of 
vi&ualling,  and  its  effedts  feem  to  be  very 
falutary.  It  wolild  appear,  that  fubftances 
of  this  kind  are  very  conducive  to  health  in 
hot  climates  alfo.  I was  informed  by  Capt. 
Caldwell,  that,  when  he  commanded  a Hoop 
of  war  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  he  was  fup- 
plied  with  a large  quantity  of  fhalots  by  a 
Portuguefe  about  the  time  he  left  the  coaft, 
and  his  men  were  remarkably  healthy  on  the 
pafiage  to  the  Weft  Indies,  while  the  other 
fhips  in  company,  who  wanted  this  fupply, 
were  very  fickly. 

But  befides  the  obvious  and  fenfible  qua- 
lities of  the  air  above  mentioned,  there  are 
certain  obfcure  properties  which  we  do  not 
underftand,  and  which  we  find  difficult  to 
inveftigate  ; for  there  are  difeafes  prevailing 
in  certain  places  which  feem  to  depend  on 
lome  latent  ftate  of  the  air.  Of  this  kind  is 
the  complaint  of  the  liver,  fo  common  in 
the  Eaft  Indies,  yet  almoft  entirely  unknown 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ; and  in  the  Weft  Indies 
there  are  certain  difeafes  which  prevail  in 
one  ifland  and  not  in  another  ; fuch  as  the 

elephantiafis 
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elephantiajis  * of  Barbadoes,  which  is  an  af- 
fection of  the  lymphatics  peculiar  to  that 
ifland.  In  the  climates  of  Europe  there  are 
alfo  certain  obfcure  conditions  of  the  air 
that  favour  one  epidemic  more  than  another, 
and  in  fome  years  more  than  others  f.  All 
this  is  very  myfterious  to  us ; and  although 
we  could  detedt  thefe  properties  of  the  air, 
we  probably  could  not  prevent  their  bad  ef- 
fects, fince  man  muft  every  where  breathe 
the  air,  whatever  its  qualities  may  be. 

* Dr.  Hendy  has  lately  publilhed  an  ingenious  trea- 
tife  upon  this  difeafe. 

■f  See  Sydenham’s  Works. 
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SECT. 


II. 


Of  Foul  Air  from  the  Negledt  of  Cleanli- 
nefs  in  Men’s  Perfons  — Infection. 


Natu  R E has  wifely  fo  contrived  our 
fenfes  and  inftinfts,  that  the  neglect  of 
cleanlinefs  renders  a perfon  loathfome  and 
offenfive  to  himfelf  and  others,  thereby 
guarding  againft  thole  fatal  difeafes  that 
arife  from  bodily  filth.  The  noxious  air  we 
fpeak  of  is  generated  by  men  keeping  the 
fame  clothes  too  long  in  contact  with  the 
body,  while  they  are  at  the  fame  time  con- 
fined and  crowded  in  fmall  and  ill-ventilated 
apartments.  Such  is  the  origin  of  the  jail 
fever,  otherwife  called  the  Ihip  and  hofpital 
fever ; and  it  feems  to  be  with  reafon  that 
Dr.  Cullen  afcribes  the  low,  nervous  fever  of 
Britain  to  a fimilar  origin,  being  caufed,  as 
he  thinks,  by  an  infection  of  a milder  kind, 
ariling  in  the  clothes  and  houfes  of  the 
poor,  who,  from  flovenlinefs  or  indigence, 

negledt 
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negledl  to  change  their  linen,  and  air  their 
houfes. 

Man  is  evidently  more  fubjedt  to  difeafe 
than  any  other  fpecies  of  the  animal  crea- 
tion, owing  partly  to  the  natural  feeblenefs 
of  his  frame,  but  hill  more  perhaps  to  the 
artificial  modes  of  life  which  his  reafon 
leads  him  to  adopt.  There  is  no  circum- 
lfance  of  this  kind  by  which  health  is  more 
affedted  than  by  clothing.  Some  of  the 
moll  fatal  and  peftilential  difeafes  are  pro- 
duced and  communicated  by  it  ; for  we  fee 
that  the  greater  number  of  fevers,  particu- 
larly thofe  of  the  low  and  malignant  lort, 
may  be  traced  to  the  want  of  perfonal 
cleanlinefs. 

There  are  few  fubjedts  more  myherious 
and  difficult  of  invehigation  than  this  of  in- 
fedtion.  The  origin  of  lpecific  contagions, 
luch  as  the  fmall  pox  and  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe, feems  to  be  almoft  beyond  the  reach 
of  a conjedture  ; and  why  all  the  contagions 
we  know,  excepting  that  of  the  bite  of  a 
mad  dog,  Ihould  be  confined  to  one  lpecies 
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of  animal,  their  effects  not  being  communi- 
cable to  any  other,  is  equally  unaccountable. 
Why  is  the  body  incapable  of  being  affeCted 
more  than  once  by  certain  morbid  poifons  ; 
and  whence  comes  the  ftriking  and  curious 
differences  of  fufceptibility  to  infection  in 
different  individuals  at  the  fame  time,  and 
of  the  fame  individual  at  different  times  ? 

It  would  appear  that  the  infection  of 
fever,  which  we  are  chiefly  to  conlider  here, 
does  not,  like  fome  of  the  difeafes  above 
mentioned,  depend  on  the  continued  propa- 
gation of  a certain  poifon,  but  that  it  may 
fpontaneoufly  arife  from  a concurrence  of 
circumflances,  producing  a long  ftagnation 
of  the  effluvia  of  the  body  on  the  clothes, 
for  want  of  clean  linen,  while  people  are 
excluded  from  the  free  air,  as  in  jails,  hof- 
pitals,  or  fhips. 

In  order,  therefore,  to  preferve  the  crews 
of  fhips  from  fuch  difeafes,  means  fhould 
be  taken  not  only  to  prevent  the  introduction 
of  infection  already  exifting,  but  to  prevent 
the  generation  of  it  on  board. 


i.  Means 


540  CAUSES  AND  FREVENTION  PARTIN 


i.  Means  of  preventing  the  Introdudion  of 

Infedion. 

WAR  being  a date  of  violence  and 
confufion,  in  which  the  hurry  and  emer- 
gency of  fervice  may  be  fuch  as  to  render  it 
impoflible  to  put  in  pradice  all  the  rules 
which  might  be  laid  down  concerning  the 
prefervation  of  health,  yet  it  is  necefliiry 
that  thole  who  dired  the  navy,  either  in  a 
civil  or  military  capacity,  Ihould  be  aware 
of  the  caufes  of  licknefs  and  mortality,  in 
order  to  guard  againft  them  as  far  as  is 
pradicable.  From  an  indolent  acquiefcence 
in  this  idea  of  the  hardlhips  and  inconve- 
niences of  war  being  unavoidable,  1 have 
known  negled  to  arife  in  the  condud  of  of- 
ficers with  regard  to  thofe  under  their  com- 
mand, as  if  it  was  not  the  duty  of  a com- 
mander to  employ  his  utmoif  attention  to 
alleviate  the  misfortunes  and  mitigate  the 
fufferings  of  his  fellow  creatures  ; and  we 
have  feen  that  much  more  of  the  calamities 
of  war  arife  from  dil'cafe  than  from  rhe 

f'word. 
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fword.  The  like  excufe  might  be  framed 
for  the  neglect  of  {lores  and  arms,  which 
the  hurry  of  fervice  might  equally  expofe 
to  injury.  We  fee,  indeed',  infinite  pains 
taken  to  prevent  cordage  from  rotting,  and 
arms  from  rufling  ; but  however  precious 
thefe  may  be  as  the  neceflfary  refources  of 
war,  it  will  not  be  difputed  that  the  lives  of 
men  are  flill  more  fo ; yet,  though  there  is 
the  additional  inducement  of  humanity  to 
watch  over  the  health  of  men*  I do  not 
think  that  this*  in  general,  is  fludied  with 
a degree  of  attention  equal  to  what  is  be- 
llowed on  fome  inanimate  objects. 

Ships  of  war  are  expofed  to  infedion 
chiefly  by  receiving  fucli  men  as  have  been 
raifed  by  prefling,  who  are  frequently  con- 
fined in  giiardfhips*  under  fucli  circuin- 
flances  of  bad  air  and  bodily  filth  as  teiid  to 
generate  the  mod  virulent  infection.  The 
fervice  alfo  requires  fometimes  that  men  be 
received  from  jails,  and  they  are  either  cri- 
minals delivered  over  by  the  civil  jurifdic- 
tion  of  the  country,  or  captives  who  have 
been  reflored  by  the  enemy  after  a courfe  of 
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confinement  in  their  piilons.  It  may  hap- 
pen too,  as  we  have  feen  that  the  enemy, 
who  are  made  prii'oners  at  lea,  may  have  in- 
fection about  them,  and  will  communicate 
it  the  more  readily  that  they  arc  Grangers. 

There  are  few  fevers  but  what  are  infec- 
tious at  home  fdage  or  other  of  the  difeafe  ; 
but  it  is  not  neceflary  that  fever  Ihould  ac- 
tually exiid  in  order  to  create  infection.  In 
the  mold  violent  and  peidilential  fevers,  fuch 
as  have  fometimes  originated  in  the  jails  of 
England,  the  perfons  who  communicated 
them  were  not  aifeCted  with  it  themfelves 
InfeCtion,  like  lome  other  poifonr,  does  not 
affeCt  thole  who  are  accufdomed  to  it,  and 
therefore  thofe  who  are  in  the  habit  of  being 
expofed  to  it  frequently  efcape  its  bad  eifeCts, 
efpecially  if  it  is  gradually  applied,  as  mull 
be  the  cale  with  thofe  about  whole  perfons 
it  is  generated.  For  the  like  reaibn,  phyli- 

* See  Part  I.  Book  II.  Chap.  ^ I. 

•p  We  have  a proof  of  this  faiSt  in  particular,  in  the 
account  of  the  jail  dilfcinper,  which  broke  out  at  the 
Old  Bailey  in  the  year  1750. 
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dans  and  nurfes  are  lefs  fufceptible  than 
others  ; and  Grangers,  who  are  accuftomed 
to  a pure  air,  are  the  mod:  fufceptible  of 
any*  It  is  obferved  by  Dr.  Short,  that  con- 
tagious epidemics  are  more  frequent  and 
fatal  in  the  country  than  in  London,  and 
this  may  probably  be  accounted  for  on  the 
fame  principle  ; for  every  perlon  in  a great 
town  is  expofed  to  the  breath  and  effluvia 
of  others,  and  to  a variety  of  putrid  exhala- 
tions, which  are  unavoidable  where  multi- 
tudes inhabit  together;  but  they  are  fo  ufed 
to  them,  that  they  are  not  affeded  by  them  ; 
whereas  in  the  country,  where  people  are 
lefs  accu domed  to  each  other’s  company, 
and  lefs  ufed  to  impure  air  in  general,  they 
are  the  more  readily  atfeded  wrhen  infection 
is  introduced  among  them.  It  may  even 
admit  of  a doubt  if  any  fociety  of  men, 
living  together,  are  entirely  free  from  mor- 
bid contagion.  It  certainly  fometimes  hap- 
pens, that  a {hip,  with  a long-eftablifhed 
crew,  daa.ll  be  very  healthy  ; yet,  if  Gran- 
gers are  introduced  among  them,  wrho  are 
alfo  healthy,  Gcknefs  will  be  mutually  pro- 
duced. This  principle  in  the  human  condi- 
» » 
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tution,  by  which  the  prefence  of  Grangers 
affedts  it,  is  well  illu  ft  rated  by  a fadt  *, 
founded  on  the  bell;  teftimony,  that,  in  one 
of  the  fmall  weftern  iflands  of  Scotland, 
which  is  fo  remote,  that  the  inhabitants 
are  frequently  without  any  communication 
with  Grangers  for  feveral  months  together; 
they  become  fo  fufceptible,  in  confequence 
of  this  long  interruption  of  intercourfe, 
that  they  are  feized  with  a catarrh  when 
Grangers  of  any  defcription  come  among 
them.  It  was  faid  before,  that  cleanlinefs 
was  founded  on  a natural  averfion  to  what 
is  unfeemly  and  offenfive  in  the  perfons  of 
others  ; and  there  feems  alfo  to  be  implant- 
ed in  human  nature,  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
all  inftinctive  horror  at  Grangers,  as  is  via- 
ble in  young  children  and  uncultivated  peo- 
ple. In  the  early  ages  of  Rome,  one  word 
fignified  both  a ftranger  and  an  enemy  +. 

* Thefe 

* See  Martin’s  Hiftory  of  the  Weftern  Iflands,  and 
Medical  Communications,  Vol.  I.  page  68. 

q*  There  are  l'ome  contagious  difeafes  which  cannot  be 
propagated  but  by  their  own  peculiar  infedtion,  as  has 
been  before  obferved,  juft  as  the  feeds  of  vegetables  are 
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Thefe  obfervations  naturally  fuggeft  feve- 
ral  ufeful  and  practical  remark?.  It  would 

appear 

neceffary  to  continue  their  feveral  fpecies;  To  that  if  the 
infectious  poifon  were  loft,  fo  would  the  difeafe.  Of 
this  kind  are  the  finall  pox,  and  the  other  difeafes  to 
which  man  is  fubjeCt  but  once  during  life.  There  are 
other  difeafes  which  produce  infection  without  having 
themfelves  proceeded  from  it.  Of  this  kind  are  fevers 
and  fluxes. 

But  there  is  no  infection  of  any  kind,  however  viru- 
lent, that  alTeCls  indiferiminately  all  perfons  expofed  to 
it.  If  a number  of  perfons,  who  never  have  had  the 
fmall  pox,  are  equally  expofed  to  it,  feme  will  be  feized, 
while  others  will  efcape,  who  will  be  affeCted  at  another 
time,  when  they  happen  to  he  more  fufceptible.  It  is 
doubtful  how  far  the  habit  of  being  expofed  to  fuch  fpe- 
cific  infections  renders  the  body  infenfible  to  them,  as 
was  faid  with  regard  to  fevers ; but  there  is  another 
principle  of  the  animal  oeconomy  laid  down  and  illuf- 
trated  by  Mr.  Hunter,  which  goes  at  leaft  a certain 
length  in  explaining  this  variable  Bate  of  the  body  with 
refpeCt  to  its  fufeeptibility  of  infectious  difeafes.  This 
principle  is,  that  the  body  cannot  be  affeCted  by  more 
than  one  morbid  aCtion  at  the  fame  time.  If  a petfon  is 
expofed  to  the  fmall  pox,  for  inftance,  while  he  labours 
under  a fever,  or  while  he  is  under  the  influence  of  the 
meafles,  he  will  not  catch  the  firfl  till  the  other  has  run 
its  courfe.  It  may  happen,  therefore,  that  people  efcape 
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appear  that  the  utmoft  attention  is  neceflary 
not  only  to  guard  againft  the  actual  prefence 

of 

the  effedl  of  contagion  in  confequence  of  being  at  the 
time  under  the  influence  of  fome  other  indifpofition,  ei- 
ther evident  or  latent : and  fuppofing  the  body  to  be  ex- 
pofed  to  a number  of  noxious  powers  at  the  fame  time, 
one  only  could  take  effedt.  But  it  feems  difficult  to  ex- 
plain why  fome  of  thofe  who  are  actually  feived,  and 
who  have  previoufly  been  to  all  appearance  in  equally 
good  health,  fhall  have  it  in  a very  mild  degree,  while 
in  others  it  will  be  malignant  and  fatal.  This  is  very  re- 
markable with  regard  to  the  fmall  pox,  which  are  in  fome 
cafes  fo  ilight,  that  they  can  hardly  be  called  a dileafe, 
while  in  others  they  are  fo  malignant,  as  hardly  to  admit 
of  any  alleviation  from  art.  May  not  this,  in  fome 
jneafure,  be  explained  from  fome  of  the  principles  above 
mentioned,  in  the  following  manner  : — The  fmall  pox, 
in  their  mildefl  form,  are  attended  with  little  or  no  fe- 
ver, which,  therefore,  is  not  eflential  to  them;  and 
when  we  fee  them  attended  with  various  forms  of  fever, 
and  thereby  prove  fatal  even  in  the  mod  hale  conflitu- 
tions,  we  ought  not  to  attribute  this  to  any  thing  in  the 
nature  of  the  fmall  pox,  but  rather  to  fav,  that  they  have 
ferved  as  an  agent  in  exciting  a fever,  for  \yhich  there 
happened  to  be  fome  previous  latent  difpofition,  that 
would  not  otherwife  have  exerted  itielf,  and  that  this 
difpofition,  or  contamination,  as  it  may  be  called,  may 
have  been  induced  by  fome  pail  expofure  to  morbid  ef- 
fluvia, which  either  from  habit,  or  fome  other  circuit!- 
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of  difeafe,  but  to  be  jealous  of  all  new 
draughts  of  men,  especially  if  they  fhould 

come 

fiance,  may  not  have  been  diffidently  powerful  to  excite 
the  conflitution  to  fever  without  fome  fuch  dimulus. 
Any  other  occafional  circumllance  producing  didur- 
bance  or  irregularity  in  the  functions  of  the  body,  may, 
in  like  manner,  excite  any  particular  kind  of  fever  to 
which  the  body  may  at  that  time  be  difpofed.  Thus  the 
amputation  of  a limb  will  have  this  effeift ; alfo  expofure 
to  cold  or  fatigue,  and  intemperance  in  eating  or  drinking. 

It  would  appear  from  thefe  confulerations,  that  there 
are  certain  circumflances,  or  temporary  fituations  of 
conflitution,  which  invite  infection,  and  render  its  ef- 
feit  more  certain  and  violent  in  one  cafe  than  another. 
There  are  artificial  methods,  however,  of  obtruding  it, 
as  it  were,  upon  the  conflitution,  though  not  particu- 
larly difpofed,  or  even  though  averfe  to  receive  it;  and 
may  not  this,  in  fome  meafure,  account  for  the  greater 
fafety  of  fome  difeafes  when  communicated  by  inocula- 
tion, than  when  caught  in  the  natural  way  t 

But  thefe,  as  well  as  many  other  fails  in  animal  nature, 
do  not  admit  of  a fatisfailory  explanation  upon  any  prin- 
ciple as  yet  known.  Even  the  mod  common  operations 
of  the  body,  fuch  as  digeflion  and  generation,  when 
eonfidered  in  their  caufes  and  modes  of  ailion,  are  fo  ob- 
fcure  and  myderious,  as  to  be  almod  beyond  the  reach 
of  rational  conjecture.  A little  reflection  w ill  teach  us 
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come  from  guardfhips,  jails,  or  tenders,  and 
have  been  turned  over  from  (hips  where 

difeafe 

the  utmoft  modefty  with  regard  to  our  knowledge  of 
fuch  things;  for  nature  feems  to  have  innumerable  wavs 
of  working,  particularly  in  the  animal  functions,  to 
which  neither  our  fenfes  can  extend,  nor  perhaps  could 
our  intelledts  comprehend  them.  Had  we  not,  for  in- 
ftance,  been  endowed  with  the  fenfe  of  fight,  nothing 
could  have  led  us  even  to  fufpedt  the  exiftence  of  fuch  a 
body  as  light;  and  there  may  be  numberlefs  other  fubtile 
and  adtive  principles  pervading  the  univerfe,  relative  to 
which  we  have  no  fenfes,  and  from  the  knowledge  of 
whofe  nature  and  exiftence  we  muft  for  ever  be  debarred. 
We  have,  indeed,  become  acquainted  with  electricity  by 
an  operation  of  reafon ; and  animals  have  lately  been 
difcovered  to  which  the  eledlric  fluid  ferves  as  a medium 
of  fenfe  through  organs  calculated  to  excite  it,  and  to 
receive  and  convey  its  impreflions. 

But  there  are  few  fubjedls  we  can  ftudy  that  are  more 
fubtle  and  obfcure  than  the  influence  of  one  living  body 
on  another.  There  is  a familiar  inftance  of  the  great 
fubtilety  of  animal  effluvia,  and  all'o  of  the  finenefs  of 
fenfe  in  a dog’s  being  able  to  trace  his  mafter  through 
crowds,  and  at  a great  diftance;  and  we  can  conceive 
that  infedlious  matter  may  adhere,  and  be  communicated 
in  a ftmilar  manner.  We  have  enJeavoured  to  illuftrate 
the  great  obfcurity  of  its  operation  by  an  allufton  to  ge- 
neration, digeftion,  and  other  animal  functions,  with 

which 
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difeafe  is  known  to  have  prevailed ; nay, 
that  it  is  beil:  to  avoid  mixtures  of  any  kind. 

The  infection  of  fevers  feems  different 
from  mod  others  in  this,  that  it  is  very 
various  in  its  degrees  of  virulence.  There 
is  reafon  to  think  that  the  poil'on  of  the 
lmall  pox,  and  that  of  the  venereal  difeafe, 
are  in  their  own  nature  invariable,  and  that 
the  difference  of  thefe  difeafes,  in  point  of 
malignancy,  depends  on  the  conffitution  and 

other 

which  it  is  equally  obfcure  and  inexplicable.  It  is  Gmi- 
lar  to  generation  in  this,  that  its  influence  does  not  pafs 
from  one  fpecies  of  animal  to  another;  for  the  poifon  of 
the  plague,  that  of  the  fmall  pox,  that  of  fever,  and  the 
venereal  difeafe,  do  not  affeit  brutes*,  nor  do  the  infec- 
tious difeafes  of  brutes  affeit  different  fpecies  of  them, 
nor  the  human  fpecies.  The  only  exception  to  this,  that 
vve  know  of,  is  the  bite  of  a mad  dog. 

From  thefe  fails,  and  alfo  from  what  was  formerly 
mentioned  of  contagion  not  affeiling  indifcrimately  all 
that  may  be  expofed  to  it,  it  would  appear  that  foine  nice 
coincidence  of  circumffances  is  neceflhry  to  modify  an 
animal  body,  fo  as  to  receive  its  adlion.  There  muff  be 

* Mr.  Hunter’s  Experiments. 
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other  circumftances  of  thofe  affedted;  where- 
as that  of  fevers  being  of  different  degrees 
of  activity,  and  being  frequently  obfcure 
and  latent,  is,  on  that  account,  the  more 
treacherous,  and  ought  to  be  watched  with 
the  greater  circumfpedtion. 

The  mode  of  manning  the  navy  by  pref- 
ling, I take  it  for  granted,  is  unavoidable  ; at 
any  rate,  it  would  not  become  me  to  arraign 
a practice  which  has  had  the  public  fandtion 
for  ages.  It  is,  however,  one  of  the  princi- 


a fort  of  unifon,  as  it  were,  or  fympathy,  betwixt  diffe- 
rent living  bodies,  fo  as  to  render  them  fufceptible  of 
each  other’s  influence. 

It  is  none  of  the  leaf!  curious  fadts  with  regard  to  in- 
fedtion,  that  there  are  fome  fpecies  of  it  by  which  the 
body  is  liable  to  be  affedted  only  once  in  life.  When 
this  is  confidered,  it  is  indeed  conformable  to  what  hap- 
pens in  the  courfe  of  the  difeafe  itfelf ; lor,  unlefs  there 
was  in  the  body  a power  of  refilling  it,  there  could  be  no 
fuch  thing  as  recovery.  Where  the  difeafe  actually  exilts, 
the  continued  prefence  of  the  poifon,  which  is  alfo  infi- 
nitely multiplied,  would  infallibly  prove  fatal  in  all 
cafes,  unlefs  the  living  powers  were  to  become  infenfibje 
to  it  *. 


* Mr.  Hunter’s  Lectures. 
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pal  means  both  of  generating  and  Spreading 
the  feeds  of  difeafe,  in  confequence  of  the 
indiscriminate  Seizure  of  men  for  the  public 
Service,  and  the  confinement  that  is  necef- 
fary to  Secure  them.  And  as  the  exigences 
qf  the  Service  make  it  neceffary  to  admit 
perfons  of  every  description,  there  is  no 
other  remedy  for  this  evil  but  to  annihilate, 
if  poffible,  the  contagion  that  may  thus  be 
conveyed  into  Slips  of  war.  This  is  done 
by  Stripping  and  walhing  the  new  recruits 
yvho  may  be  fufpe£ted  of  importing  infec- 
tion ; alfo  by  cutting  off  their  hair,  cloth- 
ing them  with  new  clothes,  and  deffroying 
the  old,  before  they  are  allowed  to  mix  with 
the  (hip’s  company  in  which  they  are  to 
enter. 

Thofe  who  have  put  thefe  methods  Ariel - 
ly  in  praftice,  have  been  fenfible  of  their 
great  utility  ; and  the  mod  exa<5l  attention 
i*  neceffary,  as  a Angle  infefled  man,  or 
even  any  part  of  his  clothing,  may  Spread 
ficknefs  through  a whole  Slip’s  company. 
When  we  refle£l  what  havock  an  infectious 
fc yer  Sometimes  makes  in  a (hip,  it  will  ap- 
pear 
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pear  how  very  important  this  fort  of  atten- 
tion is  ; and  when  the  caufe  of  the  lickli- 
nefs  of  particular  fhips  is  traced  to  its 
fource,  it  will  generally  be  found  to  have 
originated  from  taking  on  board  infe&ed 
men  at  Spithead,  or  wherever  elfe  the  fhip’s 
company  may  have  been  completed. 

After  the  firft  edition  of  this  part  of  the 
work  was  printed,  an  excellent  inftitution 
was  eftablifhed  at  Portfmouth  for  the  preven- 
tion of  infedion.  A (hip  was  appointed 
for  the  reception  of  the  recruits  of  the  fleet 
to  which  they  were  carried,  to  be  ftripped, 
wafhed,  and  provided  with  new  apparel, 
before  they  joined  their  relpedive  fhips. 
This  had  a vifible  good  effed  on  the  health 
of  the  fleet ; and  it  was  planned  and  exe- 
cuted by  Sir  Charles  Middleton,  Comptrol- 
ler of  the  Navv,  whole  unwearied  afliduity, 
as  well  as  integrity  and  ability  in  that  im- 
portant poll:,  claim  the  higheft  praife  and 
gratitude  from  his  country. 

It  follows  farther,  from  the  preceding  ob- 
fervations,  that  there  is  a fort  of  rilque  in 

mixing 
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mixing  two  different  forts  of  men,  even 
when  there  is  no  actual  difeafe  or  fufpicion 
of  infection  ; for,  whether  it  is  from  dor- 
mant infection,  or  merely  from  the  circum- 
ffance  of  change  of  air,  fuch  mixtures  are 
known  from  experience  to  be  fometimes 
productive  of  ficknefs.  The  late  Admiral 
Bofcawen  was  fo  fenfible  of  this,  that  he 
avoided  it,  unlefs  when  fome  evident  utility 
or  neceffity  cf  fervice  made  it  proper ; and 
upon  this  principle  he  ufed  to  refift  the  foli- 
citation  of  captains  when  they  requeued  to 
carry  men  from  one  {hip  to  another  upon 
changing  their  command. 

One  probable  reafon,  among  others,  for 
fhips  of  the  line  being  more  lickly  than  fri- 
gates or  fmaller  fhips  is,  that  in  greater 
numbers  there  is  a greater  chance  of  men 
of  various  defcriptions  and  modes  of  life 
being  mixed  together. 


2.  Means 
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2.  Means  of  preventing  the  Production  of 

Infection. 

\ 

THE  infeCtion  of  fever  is  not  always  im- 
ported from  without,  but  may  be  originally 
and  fpontaneoufly  generated  on  board.  The 
caufes  of  this,  as  mentioned  before,  are  want 
of  perfonal  cleanlinefs,  and  alfo  confinement 
and  crowding  in  clofe  apartments. 

In  order  to  promote  cleanlinefs,  care  fhould 
be  taken  that  every  man,  on  his  firft  enter- 
ing into  the  fervice,  be  provided  with  a pro- 
per change  of  linen,  and  that  a frequent 
mutter  and  review  be  made,  in  order  to  in- 
fpect  their  perfons,  and  to  examine  their 
ftock  of  apparel.  A true  feamati  is  in  ge- 
neral cleanly,  but  the  greater  part  of  men 
in  a fhip  of  war  require  a degree  of  compul- 
fion  to  make  them  fo ; and  fuch  is  the  de- 
pravity of  many,  that  it  is  common  enough 
for  them  to  difpofe  of  their  clothes  for  mo- 
ney to  purchafe  fpirituous  liquors.  A muf- 
ter  and  review,  therefore,  wherein  men 
2 fhould 
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Should  be  obliged  once  in  the  week  to  pre- 
fent  themfelves  clean  before  their  officers, 
and  to  produce  a certain  neceflary  quantity 
of  clean  apparel,  would  conduce  both  to 
fobriety  and  cleanlinefs.  The  exertion  of 
authority,  and  the  infliction  of  punifhment, 
is  fo  far  from  being  conlidered  by  the  men 
as  a hardfhip,  that  they  exp.ed  it ; and  it  is 
the  duty  of  an  officer,  as  it  is  of  a parent  to 
a child,  to  conftrain  thofe  entrufted  to  his 
care  to  perform  what  is  for  their  good.  It 
is  common  alio  for  men  to  lay  up  their 
clothes  in  a wet  and  unwaffied  date,  which 
in  time  is  produdive  of  the  mod  offensive 
and  unwholefome  vapours  ; and  this  can  be 
prevented  only  by  their  cheds  and  bags 
being  frequently  inlpeded  by  their  fupe- 
riors. 

It  mud  be  evident  to  any  one  who  reileds 
on  this  fubjed,  that  a regulation  of  this 
kind  is  as  neceflary  as  any  other  part  of 
duty ; and  it  deferves  to  be  made  an  article 
in  the  public  inflrudions,  indead  of  being 
left  to  the  difcretion  of  officers.  This  fort 
of  difcipline  is  particularly  neceflary  in  lhips 

of 
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of  the  line,  in  which  one  caufe  of  the  greater 
unhealthinefs  is  the  difficulty  of  taking  cog- 
nizance of  lo  great  a number;  for,  unlefs 
fome  regular  method,  as  by  mufter,  is  efta- 
bliffied,  there  will  be  men  who  will  efcape 
notice,  and  fkulk  below,  indulging  in  lazi- 
nefs  and  filth* 

The  good  fenfe  and  humanity  of  many 
captains  in  the  late  war,  led  them  to  adopt 
certain  methodical  regulations  for  the  prefer- 
Vation  of  cleanlinefs  and  order.  The  only 
public  fan&ion  given  to  this  fort  of  difci- 
pline,  was  that  of  Lord  Howe,  who  gave 
it  in  orders  to  thofe  under  his  command, 
that  each  ffiip’s  company  ffiould  be  divided 
into  as  many  divifions  as  there  were  lieute- 
nants, and  that  thefe  ffiould  be  divided  into 
fquads,  with  a midffiipman  appointed  to 
each ; and  that  the  officers  ffiould  be  refpec- 
tivelv  refponfible  for  the  good  order  and  dis- 
cipline of  the  men  affigned  to  them. 

It  is  an  excellent  cuftom,  and  pretty  gene- 
ral in  the  navy,  to  allow  the  men  one  day 
in  the  wreek  for  waffiing,  when  the  weather 

and 
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and  other  circumAances  will  admit  of  it.  It 
would  be  a farther  improvement  in  the  rules 
of  the  fervice  to  fupply  fope  in  the  fame 
manner  as  tobacco  and  flops  are  lupplied, 
that  is,  to  let  the  men  have  what  quantity 
they  want  from  the  purfer,  who  is  allowed 
to  charge  it  again  A their  wages  *. 


Next  to  want  of  cleanlitiefs,  the  circum- 
Aances  moA  apt  to  give  rife  to  infection  are, 
dole  air  and  crowding.  A certain  length  of 
time  is  neceflary,  in  order  that  thefe  fhould 
have  this  effed,  and  the  longer  they  take 


* It  is  fincerely  to  be  wifhed  that  this  were  adopted, 
and  it  is  furprifmg  that  an  article  fo  falutary  and  necef- 
fary,  and  fo  difficult  to  be  procured  on  foreign  fbtions, 
Ihould  not  have  been  the  objeft  of  public  attention,  ra- 
ther than  a mere  article  of  luxury*  fuch  as  tobacco. 
But  in  order  that  it  might  not  be  a matter  of  choice 
with  feamen,  it  would  be  worth  while  to  fupplv  them 
with  it  at  prime  coft,  or  even  as  a gratuity,  and  then 
They  might  be  compelled  to  ufe  it  for  the  purpofe  of 
cleanlinefs.  I here  are  other  articles  of  lefs  importance, 
but  being  neceflary  to  enable  men  upon  foreign  fbtions 
to  keep  themfelves  neat  and  clean,  deferve  to  be  made 
the  object  of  public  inffiruftion.  Thefe  are  handker- 
chiefs for  the  neck,  thread,  worked,  needles,  buckles, 
and  knives. 
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place,  the  more  certainly  will  infe&ion  be 
pioduced,  and  it  will  be  the  more  viru- 
lent 

In 


* At  the  time  I am  writing  this,  (March  8th,  1785) 
there  has  occurred  a fa£t  which  proves  the  efledt  of  time 
in  generating  infection.  There  now  prevails  a contagious 
fever  in  feveral  of  the  hofpitals  in  London-,  and,  among 
others,  in  that  to  which  I am  phyfician.  In  another  hof- 
pital  it  has  been  fo  violent,  that  there  has  been  a vulgar 
report  that  the  plague  had  broke  out  in  it.  The  fame 
fever  alfo  prevails  among  the  poor  at  their  own  houfes. 
The  caufeof  it  feems  to  be,  that  the  cold  weather  has 
been  uncommonly  long  and  fevere;  for  the  froft  began 
early  in  Decembar,  and  the  cold  has  hitherto  been  more 
like  that  of  winter  than  fpring.  The  thermometer  all 
this  month  has  varied  from  30°  to  350.  Cold  is  favoura- 
ble to  infection,  by  preventing  ventilation;  for  people 
exclude  the  air  in  order  to  keep  themfelves  warm,  anti 
the  poor  in  particular  do  fo  on  account  of  their  bad 
clothing,  and  their  not  being  able  to  afford  fuel  to  make 
good  fires.  Heat  is  the  great  deftroyer  of  infection,  and 
feems  to  a£I  by  evaporating,  and  thereby  diflipating  it  ; 
and  the  effect  of  fires  in  apartments  is  to  produce  a con- 
ftant  change  of  air,  thereby  preventing  its  fhgnation  and 
corruption,  and  the  accumulation  of  unwholefome  ef- 
fluvia. With  this  view,  a chimney  is  of  great  ufe,  even 
though  no  fire  fliould  be  kept  in  it,  as  it  ferves  for  a ven- 
tilator. But  if  an  aperture  were  to  be  made  in  an  apart- 
ment merely  with  a view  to  ventilation,  it  fliould  be 
i placed 
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In  order  to  admit  air  freely,  the  ports 
fhould  be  kept  open  whenever  the  weather 
will  permit  this  to  be  done.  The  great  ob- 
jection to  free  ventilation  is  the  danger  of 
expofing  men  to  the  air  in  cold  climates. 
But  it  fortunately  happens,  that  fire,  while 
it  is  the  mod:  effectual  means  of  counterac- 
ting the  cold  air,  is  alfo  the  bed:  means  of 
promoting  ventilation  ; for  wherever  there 
is  fire,  there  is  a con  dan  t change  of  air  ta- 
king place  by  means  of  the  draught  to 
which  it  gives  occafion.  This  cannot  be 
done  with  fafety  and  convenience  in  all  parts 

placed  m that  part  of  the  wall  next  the  deling ; for  foul 
air  naturally  tends  upwards,  and  the  external  air  entering 
at  the  top  of  a room,  would  not  be  fo  apt  to  fubjeCt 
thofe  within  to  the  effeCt  of  cold,  as  it  would  not  blow 
dire&ly  upon  them.  There  would  alfo  be  this  advantage 
in  jails,  that  apertures  in  this  fituation  would  not  be  lb 
liable  to  be  forced  for  the  purpofe  of  efcape  as  if  they 
were  nearer  the  floor;  and  in  hofpitnls  they  would  be  out 
of  reach  of  thofe  who,  wifhing  to  indulge  in  warmth 
at  the  expence  of  pure  air,  might  be  induced  to  fhut 
the  windows.  But  an  external  communication  with  the 
air  any  where  is  of  the  utrnoft  importance;  and  it  is 
obfervable  in  Mr.  Howard’s  account  of  prifons,  that 
the  jail  diftemper  was  mod  frequently  to  be  met  with 
where  there  wai  no  chimney. 
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of  the  (hip  ; but  frequent  fires  in  the  lower 
parts  of  a fhip  will  prove  extremely  falutary 
by  drying  up  the  moiflure,  and  producing  a 
change  of  air,  and  alio  in  a cold  climate  by 
the  warmth  it  produces. 

The  hammocks  and  bedding  fhould  alfo 
be  aired  by  expofing  them  upon  deck,  efpe- 
cially  after  the  ports  have  been  long  ihut  in 
confequence  of  bad  weather.  They  cannot 
be  thoroughly  aired  unlefs  they  are  unlafhed  ; 
and  as  this  could  not  be  conveniently  done 
daily  in  men  of  war,  it  might  be  done  from 
time  to  time  by  the  different  divifioiis  in  ro- 
tation *.  When  the  men  come  to  fleep  upon 
them  after  thel'e  operations,  they  experience 
the  fame  agreeable  fenfations  as  from  a 
change  of  linen  ; and  this  muff  conduce  to 
health  as  well  as  pleafure,  like  all  other  na- 
tural and  moderate  gratifications.  It  may 
be  farther  remarked  in  favour  of  cleanlinefs, 

* It  is  of  fome  confequence  to  attend  to  the  materials 
of  the  feamen’s  beds  ; for,  inftead  of  flock,  they  are 
frequently  fluffed  with  chopped  rags,  which,  coniifting 
of  old  clothes,  emit  a difagreeable  fmell,  and  may  even 
contain  infedfion. 
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that  it  is  not  only  direftly  conducive  to 
health,  but  is  naturally  connected  with  ha- 
bits of  good  order,  fobriety,  and  other  vir- 
tues. The  moft  cleanly  men  are  always  the 
moft  decent  and  honeft,  and  the  mod;  flo- 
venly  and  dirty  are  the  moft  vicious  and  ir- 
regular. 

A fhip  of  war  muft  have  a much  greater 
number  of  men  on  board  than  what  are  ne- 
ceflary  to  navigate  her ; for,  befides  the  ma- 
rines, a great  many  hands  are  neceftary  to 
man  the  great  guns  in  time  of  aflion.  For 
this  reafon,  there  is  a greater  rilque  of  the 
inconveniences  of  overcrowding  than  in  drips 
intended  for  commerce,  and  therefore  much 
greater  attention  is  neceftary  with  regard  to 
ventilation  and  cleanlinefs.  There  is  a piece 
of  management  which  tends  alfo  in  forne 
meafure  to  obviate  the  neceffity  of  crowd- 
ing. This  is  to  berth  the  watches  alter- 
nately, by  which  it  is  meant,  that  one  half 
of  each  watch  drould  lie  on  different  fides, 
whereby  they  do  not  deep  fo  clofe,  and  are 
not  fo  much  expofed  to  each  other’s  breath 
and  to  the  heat  and  effluvia  of  each  other’s 
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bodies.  This  has  the  farther  advantage  of 
preferving  the  trim  of  the  fhip, 

What  has  been  faid  of  the  fhip  and  men 
in  general,  applies  hill  more  hrongly  to  the 
fick,  and  the  berth  * ahigned  to  them  ; for 
there  is  nothing  fo  apt  to  increafe,  and  even 
generate,  contagion,  as  a number  of  lick 
together,  unlefs  uncommon  attention  is 
paid  to  cleanlinefs  and  ventilation.  This  is 
fo  true,  that,  unlefs  where  the  complaint  is 
very  catching,  it  is  bed;  not  to  feparate  the 
fick  ; for  if  they  are  a good  fet  of  men  on 
board,  tliofe  who  are  confined  by  ficknefs 
will  be  better  nurfed  and  tended  by  their 
melfmates  than  in  a lick  berth.  But  if  the 
hate  of  infection  renders  feparation  necel- 
fary,  the  beh  part  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  lick,  in  a fhip  of  the  line,  is  under 
the  forecahle  in  a warm  climate,  and  on  the 
fore  part  of  the  main  deck  in  a cold  one. 

* By  a berth  is  underflood  the  interval  between  two 
guns,  or  any  fpace  between  decks,  which  is  lometimes 
formed  into  a fort  of  apartment  by  means  of  a partition 
made  of  convafs. 
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When  they  are  under  the  forecaftle,  how- 
ever,  they  ought  to  occupy  only  one  fide, 
as  they  would  otherwife  be  difturbed  by  the 
men  who  muft  pafs  to  and  from  the  head, 
and  the  men  in  health  would,  in  this  cafe, 
be  expofed  alfo  to  contagion.  As  infection 
is  mod:  likely  to  arife  among  the  tick,  atten- 
tion to  clean linefs  and  air  is  doubly  requifite 
where  they  lie  ; and  it  has  a good  effect  to 
fprinkle  hot  vinegar  and  diftufe  its  ftearas 
among  them  once  or  twice  a day. 

Thus  we  fee  that  cleanlinefs  and  difei- 
pline  are  the  indifpenfable  and  fundamental 
means  of  health,  without  which  every  other 
advantage  and  precaution  is  thrown  away. 
Government  never  beftowed  more  attention 
and  expence  upon  the  vi&ualling  of  the 
navy  than  during  the  late  war  ; but  it  would 
be  to  little  purpofe  to  provide  the  mod: 
nourifhing  and  antifcorbutic  diet,  the  moft 
wholefome  and  cordial  wines,  the  moft  effi- 
cacious remedies,  and  the  moft  Ikilful  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons,  if  the  men  are  not 
conftrained  to  keep  their  perfons  fweet, 
their  clothing  and  bedding  clean,  and  their 
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berths  airy  and  dry.  It  is,  therefore,  upon 
officers  more  than  any  others  that  the  health 
of  the  fleet  depends  ; and  I fhould  be  ex- 
cufed  in  the  frequent  mention  I make  of 
this,  were  it  known  how  often  I have  been 
the  witnels  of  the  fatal  effedls  of  the  neg- 
lect of  thefe  rules. 

3.  Means  of  eradicating  Infe&ion. 

W H E N,  from  a negleft  of  the  means 
above  mentioned,  an  infe&ious  fever  comes 
actually  to ‘prevail,  and  the  infection,  per- 
haps, adheres  obflinately  to  the  (hip  in  fpite 
of  cleanlinefs,  good  air,  and  diet,  and  all  the 
other  means,  which,  if  employed  in  due 
time,  would  have  prevented  it,  then  fome 
meafures  are  to  be  taken  for  eradicating  this 
fubtile  poifon. 

The  firft  flep  towards  this  is,  to  prevent* 
the  difeafe  from  fpreading,  and  this  is  done 
by  feparating  the  fick  trorn  the  healthy, 
and  cutting  off  all  intercourfe  as  much  as 
poffible.  For  this  end,  it  is  neceflary  to 
appropriate  a particular  berth  to  contagious 

complaints. 
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complaints,  and  not  only  to  prevent  the 
idle  viiits  of  men  in  health,  but  to  difco- 
ver  and  feparate  the  perfons  affe&ed  with 
fuch  complaints  as  foon  as  poffible,  both 
to  prevent  them  from  being  caught  by 
others,  and  becaufe  recent  complaints  are 
moft  manageable  and  curable.  Officers 

might  be  very  ufeful  in  making  an  early 
difcovery  of  complaints,  by  obferving  thole 
who  droop  and  look  ill  in  the  courfe  of 
duly  ; for  feamen  think  it  unmanly  to 
complain,  and  have  an  averlion  to  be  put  on 
the  lick  lift.  I have  heard  of  a method 
pradtifed  in  fome  fhips,  of  keeping  a book 
on  the  quarter  deck  for  the  officer  to  mark 
the  names  of  fuch  men  as  might  look  ill, 
or  might  be  milled  from  duty  upon  calling 
the  roll,  in  order  to  afford  the  furgeon  a 
means  of  finding  out  thofe  who  ffiould  be 
the  objefts  of  his  care. 

Th.ofe  whofe  profeffion  it  is  to  fuperintend 
the  health  of  the  ffiip,  would  find  it  for 
their  eafe  and  intereft,  and  fhould  confider 
it  as  their  duty,  to  walk  over  the  different 
decks  once  a day,  or  every  other  day,  in 

order 
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order  to  make  an  early  dilcovery  of  thofe 
who  may  be  taken  ill.  Though  I have  laid 
great  ft  refs  on  the  duty  of  the  commander, 
as  the  proper  guardian  of  health,  yet  his 
afliduity  will  not  avail  unlefs  the  furgeon 
alfo  does  his  part,  by  fuch  adts  of  attention 
as  I have  mentioned,  joined  to  Ikill  in  his 
profeflion. 

Surgeons  are,  perhaps,  more  regarded  in 
our  fervice  than  in  that  of  other  nations  ; 
but  it  would  be  for  the  public  benefit  if  they 
were  ftill  more  refpedted  and  encouraged. 
To  men  of  liberal  education  and  fentiments, 
as  furgeons  ought  to  be,  and  generally  are, 
the  moft  effectual  inducements  for  them  to 
do  their  duty  are  flattering  attentions,  and  a 
certain  degree  of  eftimation  in  the  eyes  of 
their  officers.  Liberality  of  manners,  on 
the  part  of  fuperiors,  is  the  moft  likely 
means  of  encouraging  a confcientious  per- 
formance of  duty  in  this  profeflion ; for 
though  Arid  and  diftant  behaviour  may  ope- 
rate upon  the  minds  of  thole  whofe  func- 
tions are  merely  mechanical,  how  can  it  in? 
fufe  that  tender  attention  to  human  fuffer- 

ings, 
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ings,  and  that  fenfe  of  duty,  which  may 
induce  a man  entrufled  with  the  health  and 
lives  of  his  fellow  creatures  to  adt  his  part 
with  propriety  and  effedl  ? 

In  order  to  prevent  ficknefs  from  fpread- 
ing,  it  is  not  fufficient  to  cut  off  all  per- 
fonal  intercourfe.  The  clothes  of  men  are 
as  dangerous  a vehicle  of  infection  as  their 
perfons ; and  it  fhould  be  a ftridt  and  inva- 
riable rule  in  cafe  of  death  from  fever,  flux, 
or  finall  pox,  to  throw  overboard  with  the 
body  every  article  of  clothing  and  bedding 
belonging  to  it. 

Upon  the  fame  principle,  in  cafe  of  reco- 
very from  any  contagious  difeafe,  as  it 
would  be  too  great  a wafte  to  deftroy  the 
clothes  and  beds,  they  fhould  be  fmoked, 
and  then  fcrubbed  or  waflhed  before  the 
men  join  their  mefles  and  return  to  duty. 
This  precaution  is  the  more  neceffary,  as 
infedtion  in  a fhip  is  extremely  apt  to  be 
communicated  by  bedding,  from  the  cuflom 
■of  flowing  the  hammocks  in  the  netting, 
by  which  they  are  brought  in  contadl  with 

each 
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each  other.  This,  however,  is  an  excellent 
cuftom,  as  it  not  only  clears  the  lhip  below, 
and  lerves  to  form  a barricade  on  the  gun- 
wale, but  tends  to  air  the  bedding  ; and 
this  falutary  effett  (hould  not  be  prevented, 
except  in  cafe  of  rain,  by  the  coverings, 
called  hammock-cloths,  by  the  ufe  of  which 
utility  is  evidently  facrihced  to  an  excefs  of 
neatnefs. 

It  fometimes  happens  that  the  number  of 
lick  in  a fhip  is  fo  great,  that  it  is  not  pof- 
■ fible  to  take  proper  and  effe&ual  meafures  on 
board  for  flopping  the  progrefs  of  difeafe. 
But  when  Ihe  can  be  cleared  of  the  fick  by 
fending  them  to  an  hofpital,  no  pains  (hould 
be  fpared  to  extirpate  the  remaining  feeds  of 
infection. 

For  this  purpofe,  let  their  clothing  and 
bedding  be  fent  along  with  them  ; let  their 
hammocks,  utenfils,  and  whatever  elfe  they 
leave  behind,  be  fmoked,  and  either  fcrub- 
bed  or  w’afhed  before  they  are  ufed  by  other 
men,  or  mixed  with  the  (hip’s  (lores  ; let 
the  decks,  tides,  and  beams  of  their  berths, 

be 
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be  well  wafhed,  fcraped,  fmoked,  and  dried 
by  fire;  then  let  them  be  Iprinkled  \yith 
hot  vinegar,  and,  finally,  white-wafhed  all 
over  with  quick  lime. 

Should  any  officer  objtCl  to  the  trouble 
and  inconvenience  of  all  this,  let  him  re- 
flect for  a moment  how  much  more  trou- 
blefome  and  inconvenient,  as  well  as  noi- 
fome  and  difagreeable,  ficknefs  itfelf  proves 
to  be ; let  him  reflect  that  the  efficiencv  of 
the  ffiip,  confidered  as  a bulwark  of  defence, 
or  an  engine  of  annoyance,  depends  on  the 
number  of  healthy  hands,  and  that  his  own 
character  is  to  depend  on  the  exertions  to  he 
made  by  them  in  the  day  of  battle,  not  to 
mention  the  attention  due  from  him  as  a man 
to  the  fufferings  of  the  objects  themfelves. 

But  befides  thefe  recent  infections,  it 
fometimes  happens  that  the  feeds  of  dif- 
eafe  adhere  to  the  timbers  of  a fhip  for 
months  and  years  together,  and  can  be 
eradicated  only  by  a thorough  cleanfing  and 
fumigation.  Sweeping,  waffiing,  fcraping, 
and  airing,  are  not  fufficient  entirely  to 

remove 
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remove  the  fubtile  infectious  matter;  but 
they  will  affift  and  will  prepare  it  to  be 
aCted  upon  by  heat  and  fmoke,  which  are 
the  only  means  to  be  depended  upon.  A 
complete  fumigation  can  only  be  performed 
when  the  fhip  is  in  dock  ; and  I (hall  here 
tranferibe  a method  recommended  by  Dr. 
Lind. 


“ It  will  be  proper  to  remove  every 
“ thing  out  of  the  fhip,  fo  that  the  hold 
44  may  be  fvvept,  and,  when  the  men  have 
“ withdrawn,  to  light  a number  of  char-1 
“ coal  (ires  in  different  parts,  and  to  throw 
44  a handful  or  two  of  brimftone  on  each. 
44  The  (learn  of  thefe  (hould  be  clofely  con* 
44  fined  by  (hutting  the  ports  and  hatch- 
44  ways  from  morning  till  evening,  110  per- 
44  foil  in  the  mean  time  being  allowed  to 
“ go  below,  nor  for  fome  time  after  open- 
44  ing  the  ports  and  hatchways,  that  the 
44  fleam  may  be  difperfed. 

44  In  order  to  purify  the  men’s  clothes, 
44  it  would  farther  be  proper  to  fumigate 
44  the  hulk  into  which  they  are  removed 

-3  44  with 
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“ with  tobacco  once  or  twice  a week  while 
“ their  fhip  is  in  dock,  the  men  remaining 
*6  below  as  long  as  they  can  bear  it. 

“ The  clothes  and  hammocks  of  the  men 
“ fhould  be  expofed  in  the  hulk  to  the 
“ fmoke  of  the  tobacco,  and  thofe  which 
“ are  more  particularly  fufpeCted  may  be 
“ hung  up  the  fhip,  and  expofed  to  the 
“ fleam  of  the  charcoal  and  brimitone. 

“ The  fhip  having  been  already  fumi- 
44  gated  with  tobacco,  it  will  be  fufficient 
“ to  ufe  the  fumigation  of  charcoal  and 
“ brimllone  above  defcribed  for  three  days, 
“ and,  after  the  lafh  day’s  fumigation,  the? 
“ infide  of  the  fhip  fhould  be  well  walhed 
“ with  boiling  vinegar,  and,  before  the  men 
“ return  on  board,  all  the  decks  fhould  be 
44  fcraped  and  wafhed.” 

When  a fhip  is  at  fea,  thefe  precautions 
cannot  be  taken  fo  completely  ; but  if  in- 
fection is  prefen t,  or  is  fufpeCted,  then 
cleanfing  and  fumigating  may  be  praClifed 
in  a lefs  degree.  I have  known  a fh ip  at 

fea 
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fea  fumigated  with  gunpowder  kneaded  with 
vinegar,  fo  as  to  prevent  it  from  exploding, 
and  to  make  it  burn  (lowly  with  a flatter- 
ing flame.  Flowers  of  fulphur*,  with 

about 

* It  is  remarkable  that  this  method  of  purifying  was 
pra&ifed  in  the  moft  ancient  times,  as  we  learn  from  the 
following  paffage  in  Homer,  where  Ulyfles  is  reprefented 
fumigating  the  apartments  of  his  palace  in  which  the 
fuitors  had  been  ftain  : 

T5;»  fj-ivni  -sr’cimpr,  n»X£>/x»jr*f  'Oouctjsv; 

rifg  ii'»  pot  vrpuTtroi  bi  /4iyu,s>c, tai  yi»i<r9v. 

Cli  s< pa.9\  i o’  u,-7rl9r,jt  (ptXyi  Tpoipi;  'EvgviAltK 

’Hisyy.it/  o’*  aga  trvp  Kj  Sr/i’or.  ccutol?  Q^ucatiq 

”Ev  an9iio/~ii  p/.iyapov  Kj  Kj  iv^vr. 

OMHP.  OATS.  X. 


Bring  fulphur  flraight,  and  fire,  the  Monarch  cries  j 
She  heard,  and  at  the  word  obedient  flies. 

With  fire  and  fulphur,  cure  of  noxious  fumes, 
lie  purg’d  the  walls  and  blood -polluted  rooms. 

Pope. 

This  practice  was  probably  founded  in  fuperftition, 
rather  than  the  knowledge  of  nature.  That  fome  divine 
influence  fhould  be  aferibed  to  fire  was  very  natural,  as 
the  principal  deities  of  the  anpients  were  only  perfonifi- 
cations  of  the  elements ; and  it  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  their  name  for  fulphur  fignifies  fomething  divine 
»o  Sii'st,  which  was  probably  owing  to  its  being  found  in 

thole 
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about  an  eighth  part  of  nitre,  will  anfwer 
Hill  better.  A quantity  of  thefe  is  placed 
in  each  interval  of  the  guns  between  decks* 
every  perfon  being  turned  up,  and  the  ports 


thofe  chafms  of  the  earth,  in  Sicily  and  Italy,  which 
Were  fuppofed  to  communicate  with  the  infernal  regions ; 
for  the  whole  Greek  mythology  relating  to  thefe  was 
taken  from  the  phenomena  attending  the  fubterraneous 
fires  in  thofe  parts.  It  is  curious  farther  to  remark,  in 
other  inftances,  how  fa<5t$  ufeful  to  mankind,  the  truth 
of  which  ha$  been  confirmed  in  later  times  by  the  more 
enlightened  knowledge  of  nature,  were  firft  fuggefted  by 
fome  fuperftitious  circumftance.  Thus  the  wound  re- 
ceived by  Sarpedon  could  not  be  cured,  according  to  the 
Poet,  till,  by  divine  intimation,  he  was  defired  to  apply 
to  it  the  ruft  of  the  fpear  with  which  it  had  been  in* 
fli&ed,  in  confequence  of  which  it  healed.  But  th* 
Weapons  in  thofe  days  were  made  of  brafs*  fo  that  the 
ruft  of  the  fpear  mud  have  been  the  <erugo  arts,  which 
has  been  found  by  the  experience  of  modern  furgery  to  be 
one  of  the  beft  detergents  in  ill-conditioned  fores.  It  is 
probably,  from  a falfe  analogy,  founded  ori  fome  fiich  in- 
cident, that  an  idea  prevails  ambng  the  vulgar,  which 
has  become  proverbial,  that  fome  part  taken  from  the 
offending  body  is  good  in  all  external  injuries.  Thus 
fome  part  of  a mad  dog  is  faid  to  have  a virtue  in  curing 
his  bite*  Herein  may  be  feen  the  difference  of  that 
knowledge  which  is  fuggefted  by  fuperftition,  and  that 
which  is  acquired  by  the  ebfervation  of  nature. 
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and  hatches  fhut  till  they  are  confumed, 
and  till  the  fmoke  has  difperfed.  It  has  allb 
been  recommended  to  burn  refinous  bodies, 
fuch  as  the  woods  of  fir,  fpruce,  and  juni- 
per, as  the  fmoke  of  thele  is  more  falutary. 
Upon  the  fame  principle,  the  effluvium  of 
tar  is  thought  wholefome ; and  the  cables 
that  are  coiled  in  the  lower  parts  of  a 
fhip  being  foaked  with  tar,  like  mod:  of  the 
other  ropes  of  a fhip,  probably  conduce  to 
the  health  of  a place  otherwil'e  dank  and 
unwholefome.  Fumigation  may  alfo  be 
performed  by  means  of  tar,  either  by  throw- 
ing it  on  red-hot  irons,  or  a wood  fire, 
which  may  be  carried  about  between  decks 
in  a pot  or  moveable  grate,  or' over  fome 
cannon  balls  in  a tub,  or  by  immerfing  a 
red-hot  loggerhead*  in  a bucket  of  tar.  If 
this  is  done  in  the  place  occupied  by  the 
fick,  it  will  have  a dill  better  effefl ; and  it 
will  be  of  lervice  to  them  to  be  removed  for 
a fhort  time  under  the  half  deck  or  fore- 
cadle  till  this  or  other  means  of  purification 

4 *' 

. 4 

* A loggerhead  is  a large  round  mafs  of  iron,  with  2 
long  handle  to  it. 
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are  put  in  pra&ice.  In  whatever  manner 
fumigation  is  performed,  it  will  be  of  fer- 
vice  to  fpread  out  the  clothes  and  bedding 
of  the  men,  or  to  hang  them  upon  lines, 
that  they  may  be  expofed  to  the  heat  and 
i fmoke. 

It  will  alfo  be  of  great  fervice  to  make 
the  men  expofe  their  frowfy  clothes  to  the 
fun  and  wind.  If  a ftrong  infection  is  fui- 
petted,  and  it  cannot  be  afforded  to  deftroy 
the  clothes,  the  bed:  means  of  eradicating 
the  poifon  is  to  hang  them  for  a length  of 
time  over  pots  of  burning  brimdone  in  a 
large  calk  Handing  endways,  with  fmall 
apertures  to  admit  air  enough  for  the  brim- 
ftone  to  burn. 

* 

Fire  in  every  fhape  is  to  be  confidered  as 
the  principal  agent  of  purification,  by  its 
heat  and  the  ventilation  it  occafions,  per- 
haps, Hill  more  than  its  fmoke.  It  has  al- 
ready been  repeatedly  inculcated,  that  the 
great  enemies  of  infe&ion  are  ventilation 
and  heat.  I have  mentioned  fmoke  and  the 
effluvia  of  balfamic  bodies,  but  thefe  are  not 

T 2 to 
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to  be  depended  on  ; and  it  is  the  more  necef- 
fary  to  mention  this,  as  the  attention  beflow- 
ed  on  more  trifling  means  may  divert  the 
mind  from  a proper  regard  to  what  is  more 
efTential.  Pt  is  mentioned  by  the  benevolent 
Mr.  Howard,  that  it  is  thecuftom  in  fome  parts 
abroad  to  fcatter  frelh  branches  of  pine  of 
fpruce  in  the  hofpitals,  in  order  to  purify  the 
air  ; but,  trufting  to  this,  they  negleCt  the 
admiflion  of  frefh  air,  which  is  the  only  ef- 
fectual method  of  fweetening  the  air- 

There  is  reafon  to  think  that  the  open 
air  very  foon  diflipates  and  renders  inert  all 
infections  of  the  volatile  kind,  and  of  courfe 
the  warmer  the  air  is  the  more  readily  it 
will  have  this  effedb  It  is  accordingly  ob~ 
fcrved,  that  infection  is  much  lefs  apt  to  be 
generated  about  the  perfons  of  men,  and  that 
it  adheres  to  them  for  a much  lefs  fpace  of" 
time  in  a hot  climate  than  in  a cold  or  tem- 
perate one-  This  is  a remark,  which,  fo  far 
as  I know,  has  not  been  made  by  any  au- 
thor ; and,  till  obfervation  fuggefied  it  to 
me,  I fancied  the  reverfe  to  be  the  truth. 
I hav-e  feen  fo  many  inftances  of  filth  and 

crowding, 
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crowding  in  (hips  and  hofpitals  in  the  Weft 
Judies,  without  contagion  being  produced* 
and  which  in  Europe  could  hardly  have 
failed  to  produce  it,  or  to  render  it  more 
malignant,  that  I am  convinced  there  is 
Something  in  tropical  climates  unfavourable 
to  the  production  and  continuance  of  infec* 
tious  fevers  *,  The  fhips  which  bring  this 
fever  from  Europe  in  general  get  rid  of  ic 
foon  after  arriving  in  a warm  climate ; and 
nothing  but  the  higheft  degree  of  negleCt 
can  continue  or  revive  it. 

The  faCts  above  mentioned  brought  into 
my  mind  what  is  related  of  the  plague  at 
Smyrna  and  other  places,  that  it  dilappears 
at  the  jiotteft  part  of  the  year.  It  is  kalfo 
curious  and  important  to  remark,  that  fhe 

* A fa£t,  related  in  Anfon’s  Voyage,  is  alto  ftrongly 
jn  proof  of  the  fame  opiniop.  When  the  rich  Spaniili 
prize  was  taken,  it  was  neceflary  to  crowd  the  prjfopers 
into  the  hold,  for  fear  of  an  infurre&ion,  which  was  tQ 
be  dreaded  from  their  numbers;  yet,  when  they  arrived 
in  China,  none  of  them  had  died,  nor  had  any  difeafe 
broke  out.  They  fuffered  only  in  their  lpoks,  being 
wan  and  emaciated  to  a great  degree. 

t3 
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true  peflilence  never  has  been  heard  of  be- 
tween the  tropics.  It  is  not  eafy  to  affign 
the  caufe  of  this  effect  of  heat  upon  infec- 
tion, as  every  thing  relating  to  this  fubjed 
is  very  obfcure.  We  can  conceive  it  to  be 
owing  to  the  greater  degree  of  airinefs  which 
the  heat  of  the  climate  makes  neceflary,  or 
to  the  ufe  of  fewer  woollen  clothes.  There 
may  be  fomething  in  the  ftate  of  the  body, 
particularly  in  the  pores  of  the  Ikin,  which 
difpofes  them  lefs  to  imbibe  or  produce  the 
poifonous  effluvia,  or,  when  imbibed,  it 
may  more  readily  be  thrown  out  by  perfo- 
ration with  the  other  acrimony  of  the  blood  ; 
or  more  probably,  as  has  been  hinted  above, 
the  virulent  matter  is  of  Inch  a degree  of  vo- 
latility as  to  be  readily  dillipated  in  a certain 
degree  of  heat  *. 

* Tt  may  be  brought  as  a farther  proof  of  a warm 
climate  being  unfavourable  to  every  fort  of  infection, 
that  though  the  itch  is  very  common  in  /hips  and  hofpi- 
tals  in  Europe,  I do  not  remember  ever  to  have  met 
with  it  in  the  Weft  Indies,  except  in  fliips  newly  ar- 
rived from  England. 


There 
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There  is  a fad,  which,  though  feemingly 
of  a contrary  tendency,  yet  is  in  reality  in 
proof  of  the  fame  opinion.  It  is,  that  thefe 
fame  dileafes  dilappear  in  circumftances  of 
great  cold.  When  England  was  laft  vifited 
by  the  plague,  it  difappeared  in  winter  ; and 
the  fame  is  obferved  at  Mofcow  and  other 
places.  In  this  cafe  the  infedious  matter  is 
rendered  inert , but  not  extinct,  and  the  re- 
turn of  heat  fets  it  afloat  in  the  atmofphere, 
fo  as  to  expofe  it  to  human  refpiration. 
Dr.  Guthrie  informs  us,  that  infedion  is 
entangled  and  fixed  by  the  cold  of  winter 
on  the  doors  and  walls  of  the  houfes  of  the 
Ruffian  peafants,  and  that  upon  the  return 
of  the  warm  feafon  it  is  fet  loofe  by  the 
thaw,  and  then  becoming  adive,  produces 
difpafes, 

With  regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  the  pre- 
cautions that  have  been  laid  down  are  chiefly 
neceflary  when  a ffiip  newly  arrives  in  the 
climate  ; for  it  is  during  the  flrft  three  or 
four  months  that  licknefs  is  apt  to  prevail. 


t4 


This 


280  causes  and  erevention  PART  IT, 

This  does  not  depend  upon  any  thing  pe- 
culiar to  the  climate ; for  I have  known 
fhips  arrive  without  being  vifited  with  any 
ficknefs,  It  feems  to  be  owing,  for  the 
mod  part,  to  that  flock  of  infe&ion  and 
difeafe  imported  from  Europe  exerting  its 
effects,  and  when  this  has  fpent  itfelf,  the 
men  remain  in  good  health,  unlefs  expofed 
to  the  land  air  or  other  accidents ; for  the 
air  at  fea  in  thofe  climates,  as  well  as  every 
where  elfe,  is  extremely  pure  and  whole- 
fome,  and  there  is  no  where  that  feamen  arc 
more  healthy  or  comfortable. 


SECT. 
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. SECT.  Ill, 

Of  the  Foul  Air  generated  in  a Ship, 

I MEAN  here  to  didinguilh  the  unwhole- 
fome  vapour  produced  by  the  contents  of 
the  (hip  from  the  infe&ion  produced  by  the 
effluvia  of  men’s  perfons,  which  was  treat- 
ed of  in  the  lad  fe&ian. 

The  means  of  preventing  this  foul  air 
from  being  generated  are,  cleanlinefs,  dry- 
tiefs,  and  ventilation. 

All  parts  of  a (hip  may,  if  negledted,  be- 
come dirty,  and  emit  an  offenfive  vapour  ; 
but  the  parts  under  water  confiding  of  the 
orlop  and  hold,  are  more  particularly  fo 
from  the  materials  they  contain,  and  from 
the  want  of  free  accefs  to  the  frefh  air ; ac- 
cordingly, there  is  always  more  or  lefs 
dench  in  thofe  parts,  even  in  the  bed- regu- 
lated (hips, 


It 
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It  was  mentioned  in  the  firft  part  of  this 
work,  that  an  opinion  was  entertained  by 
fome  that  no  foul  air  was  productive  of  fe- 
vers but  fuch  as  proceeds  from  the  living 
human  body.  I aliedged  that  this  w^s 
otherwife,  at  lea/t  in  hot  climates ; and 
fome  proofs  of  this  opinion  were  adduced, 
particularly  from  the  French  prizes.  Though 
the  neglcCt  of  perfonal  cleanlinefs  is  the 
principal  fource  of  difeafe,  yet  cleanlinefs  of 
every  kind,  and  purity  of  the  air  in  every 
refpeCt,  is  to  be  anxioufly  fludied. 

With  regard  to  general  cleanlinefs,  it  is 
hardly  nec elfary  to  mention  fweeping,  wrafh- 
ing,  and  ferubbing  of  the  decks  ; for  the 
natural  propensity  of  the  Englifh  * nation 

to 

* This  circumftance,  in  the  chara&er  of  the  Englifli, 
is  only  of  modern  date;  for  vve  learn  from  Erafmus,  who 
was  in  England  about  two  hundred  and  hfty  years  ago, 
that  they  were  then  extremely  flovenly.  The  following 
paflage  is  extracted  from  a letter  he  wrote  to  a phyfichm 
in  Yoik,  after  his  return  to  Holland:  — “ Conclavia  lola 
“ fere  ftrata  funt  argilla,  turn  feirpis  paluftribus,  qui  l'u- 
u binde  fic  renovantur  ut  fundamentum  maneat  aliquo- 
“ ties  annos  viginti  fub  fe  fovens  fputa,  vomitus,  mic- 
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to  neatnefs  feldom  allows  any  neglect  of 
thefe.  Lord  Howe,  to  whofe  virtues  as  a 
man,  and  abilities  as  an  officer,  his  country 

is 

« turn  canum  et  hominum,  proje&am  cerevifiam  et  pif- 
*l  cium  reliquias,  aliafque  fordes  non  nominandas.”  He 
adds,  that  the  windows  were  very  ill  calculated  for  ven- 
tilation. and  imputes  to  the  clofenefs  and  filthinefs  of  the 
houfes  the  frequent  and  long  continued  plagues  with 
which  England  was  infefted,  and  particularly  the  fweat- 
ing  ficknefs,  which,  he  fays,  feemed  peculiar  to  this  coun- 
try. He  mentions  that  his  own  country  had  been  freed 
from  the  peftilence  by  certain  changes  that  the  State  had 
made  in  the  houfes,  in  confequence  of  the  advice  of  fome 
learned  man.  Erafm.  Lib.  xxii.  Epiflol.  13. — It  is 
probable  that  the  greater  number  of  thofe  epidemics, 
called  plagues,  were  only  bad  infe&ious  fevers.  What 
would  contribute  Hill  more  to  the  production  of  infec- 
tion was  the  want  of  linen,  which  was  hardly  in  ufe  in 
thofe  days.  The  difappearance,  or  at  leaf!  the  great  di- 
minution of  fuch  complaints  in  modern  times,  particu- 
larly in  London,  has  been  afcribed  to  the  great  increafe 
in  the  proportion  of  vegetable  food;  but  it  is  certainly 
more  owing  to  the  improvement  in  perfonal  cleanlinefs, 
and  to  the  greater  fpacioufnefs  and  neatnefs  of  houfes. 
As  a farther  proof  of  this,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in 
the  charity,  called  the  Cliarterhoufe,  in  London,  founded 
by  Henry  the  Eighth,  for  the  maintenance  and  educa- 
tion of  poor  boys,  their  fuftenance  is  all  animal  food, 
as  it  was  at  the  original  inftitution,  yet  they  are  ex- 
tremely 
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is  fo  much  indebted,  gave  it  in  general  or- 
ders to  wafh  the  upper  decks  every  day,  the 
lower  decks  twice  a week,  and  the  orlop 

<remely  healthy..  The  fame  obfervation  applies  to  Win- 
ehefter  fchool,  which  was  founded  fome  ages  before  that. 

/ 

There  are  fome  paflages  in  ancient  hiftory  in  confirm*?- 
tion  of  the  fame  opinion.  Herodotus  relates,  that  the 
ancient  Egyptians  were  the  moil  healthy  of  all  the  na- 
tions, except  the  Libyans,  and  he  imputes  this  to  the  in- 
variablenefs  of  their  weather,  and  the  ferenity  of  their 
fky.  But  he  mentions  in  another  part  of  his  works,  that 
they  were  alfo  the  moll  cleanly  of  all  people,  not  only  in 
their  houfehold  utenfils,  but  in  their  perfons,  and  that 
their  clothing  was  chiefly  of  linen,  which  it  was  one  of 
the  principal  fludies  of  their  life  to  wafh  and  keep  clean 
— a.  & Am a.  (po^iy<n  ciiu  is.vXvtoc  inirriSivcyTis  t#to  paAir «. 
Herodot.  Euterp.  37.  — It  is  remarkable  that  he  makes 
no  mention  of  the  plague,  though  he  gives  a very  minute 
account  of  the  country  from  his  own  obfervation,  from 
whence  it  may  be  naturally  inferred,  that  it  did  not  then 
exift:  there,  though  Egypt  is  now  fo  fubjedl  to  it,  that  the 
plague  is  fuppofed  by  many  to  be  an  endeinial  difeafe  in  it. 
It  would  appear  alfo  from  another  pnflage  in  this  hiftorian, 
that  he  ufes  the  word  A01  /**?,  which  we  tranflate  p/ague  in 
a loofe  fenfe  to  fignify  any  violent  acute  dillemper  ; fop 
he  relates  that  a great  part  of  the  army  of  Xerxes,  in 
their  retreat  from  Greece,  perifhed  by  tht  plague  Kcip#  and 
dyfentery,  in  confequcnce  of  famine.  Herod.  Lib.  viiif 
cap.  115* 


once 
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once  a week  at  leaft.  He  alfo  ordered  that 
every  washing,  fmoking,  muttering,  and  re- 
view of  clothes,  or  any  other  means  taken 
for  the  health  of  the  fhip,  fhould  be  marked 
in  the  logbook,  and  the  reafon  to  be  aftign- 
ed  there  if  omitted  at  the  ttated  times* 
Thefe  rules  are  a good  fpecimen  of  the  or- 
der that  ought  to  prevail  in  every  branch  of 
public  duty ; for  it  is  well  known  to  every 
experienced  officer  that  it  is  a methodical 
proceeding  of  this  kind  which  can  alone 
render  fervice  either  eafy  or  effective. 

t 

The  lofs  of  men’s  lives  from  the  foul  air 
of  the  well  is  a common  accident  in  fhips, 
and  I have  been  my  felt  witnefs  to  feveral 
inttances  of  it.  Where  there  is  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  this,  a candle  fhould  prc  /ioufly 
be  let  down,  and  if  it  fhould  be  extinguifh- 
ed,  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  air  is 
deadly.  It  becomes  fafe  for  men  to  breathe 
in  it  by  leaving  it  open  ft  r fome  time,  or, 
more  expeditioufly,  by  letting  down  fire  in 
a pot  or  grate,  which  foon  changes  the  air, 
by  producing  a draught  of  it  upwards. 
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It  is  a very  falutary  pradlice  to  let  down 
fires  frequently  into  the  well,  both  in  order 
to  purify  the  air  and  to  dry  the  furrounding 
parts.  It  was  formerly  mentioned  that  this 
was  daily  done  in  the  Intrepid,  and  the  ef- 
fect of  it  was  to  remove  the  wetnefs  of  the 
ballaft  and  the  mouldinefs  which  had  over- 
fpread  the  fides  and  beams  ; and  having  had 
the  effeft  of  lvveetening  and  purifying  the 
air,  it  feemed  to  be  the  principal  circum- 
flance  that  tended  to  make  this  fhip  extreme- 
ly healthy  from  being  the  moll  fickly  of  all 
the  fleet.  This  precaution,  as  well  as  every 
other  point  of  cleanlinefs,  is  more  neceflary 
in  large  fhips,  becaufe  the  mafs  of  foul  air, 
as  well  as  the  quantity  of  corrupting  mate- 
rials, is  greater*. 

* It  is  proper  alfo  to  obferve  here,  that  thofe  /hips 
which  are  built  of  winter-felled  timber  are  much  drier 
than  thofe  built  of  what  is  fummer  felled  ; and  this  cir- 
cumftance  fliould  have  been  mentioned  with  regard  to  the 
Montague,  for  the  caufe  of  her  healthinefs,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  being  a new  /hip,  was  probably  from  being 
built  of  winter-felled  timber.  It  /hould,  therefore,  be 
ftri&ly  enjoined  to  fell  the  wood  in  winter;  for  thofe 
who  are  employed  to  do  it  have  an  intereft  in  doing  it 
in  fummer,  on  account  of  the  value  of  the  bark. 


The 
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The  following  fa£t  ftrongly  evinces  the 
good  effedt  of  fire  and  fmoke: — When  it 
was  the  cuftom  for  frigates  to  have  their 
kitchens  between  decks,  they  were  much 
more  healthy  than  in  the  prefcnt  construc- 
tion, in  which  they  have  them  under  the 
forecaftle,  where  the  heat  and  fmoke  ate 
diflipated  without  being  diffufed  through  the 
Ihip,  and  caufing  a draught  of  air  upwards, 
as  formerly.  The  men  derived  then  alio 
great  benefit  and  comfort  from  having  a 
large  fire,  round  which  they  might  aflem- 
ble  to  warm  and  dry  themfelves  in  a Shel- 
tered place.  I leave  it  to  thole  who  prefide 
in  the  conftruction  of  the  navy  to  deter- 
mine how  far  it  would  be  advifable  to  re- 
turn to  the  old  manner  of  conlfrudtion. 
The  French  fhips  of  the  line  have  their 
kitchens  and  ovens  between  decks,  and  this 
mull;  tend  to  counteradt  the  eftedts  of  their 
want  of  cleanlinefs.  The  Dutch  fhips  of 
the  line  have  their  kitchens  on  the  orlop 
deck,  which  mull:  be  ftill  more  conducive 
to  the  general  purity  of.  the  air. 
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Moifture  is  pernicious  both  in  itfelf  and 
as  the  inftrument  of  putrefaction.  All  the 
complaints,  called  colds,  are  more  owing  to 
wet  than  cold  ; and  moifture  may  be  the 
means  of  producing,  or  at  leafl  of  exciting 
dangerous  fevers,  when  they  would  not 
otherwife  appear.  It  befides  contributes 
greatly  to  the  production  of  fcurvy.  Ships 
built  of  ill-feafoned  wood  are  found  to  be 
very  unhealthy  on  account  of  the  moifture 
contained  in  it.  The  moifture  of  timber 
arifes  not  only  from  being  ufed  too  foon 
after  being  felled,  but  alfo,  as  I am  inform- 
ed, from  being  ftripped  of  its  bark  and 
outer  furface  when  piled  and  expofed  to  the 
weather  in  dock  yards.  This  method  of 
fmoothing  and  piling  the  wood  is  only  a 
late  practice  ; and  the  advantage  in  point 
of  convenience  and  neatnefs  feems  to  be 
more  than  overbalanced  by  the  detriment  it 
thereby  receives. 

A wet  hold  diftufes  moift  vapour  all  over4 
the  (hip  ; and  it  was  a rule  with  fome  of 
thofe  commanders  whom  I obferved  to  be 
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moll  fuccefsful  in  preferving  the  health  of 
their  men,  not  only  to  have  daily  fires  in 
the  well,  but  to  bail  out  the  water  when 
the  pumps  could  not  exhaufl  it  all,  and  ne- 
ve tc  allow  it  to  collect  to  more  than  the 
depth  of  a few  inches.  It  is,  therefore, 
very  doubtful  whether  it  is  a good  practice 
to  let  in  water,  as  is  very  commonly  done 
in  order  to  fvveeten  the  hold,  for  the  fame 
fweetnefs  will  be  preferved  if  it  is  kept 
flriflly  dry.  If  itfhould  happen,  indeed,  that 
there  fhould  be  a great  deal  of  putrid  matter 
in  the  lower  parts  of  the  fh ip,  from  previous 
negledl  or  unavoidable  leakage,  it  may  be  ad- 
vifeable  to  let  in  a quantity  of  water  in 
order  to  loofen  and  wafh  off  what  is  offen- 
five,  and  then  to  pump  it  out. 

There  is  a circumftance  in  the  firfl  fitting 
out  of  a fhip  well  worth  attention,  as  highly 
conducive  to  the  drynefs  and  cleannefs  of 
the  hold.  I mean  the  choice  of  the  ballall: ; 
for  that  which  is  called fling/e,  confiding  all 
of  pebbles,  is  far  preferable  to  that  which  is 
fandy  and  earthy,  as  it  does  not  fo  readily 

U foak 
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foak  and  retain  the  moifture  and  filth.  Wa- 
ter or  fluid  of  any  kind  readily  fubfides  in  it, 
and  fliould  any  putrid  matter  be  entangled 
in  it,  there  will  be  kfs  difficulty  in  walking 
it  out. 

The  decks  ffiould  not  be  waffied  fo  often 
when  the  weather  is  moift  as  when  it  is 
fine,  as  it  will  be  more  difficult  to  dry  them* 
and  more  harm  may  arife  from  the- moifture 
than  benefit  from  the  cleannefs.  Wafhing 
ffiould  alfo  be  performed  very  early  in  the 
morning,  even  in  the  heft  weather,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  time  for  the  decks  to  be- 
come diy  in  the  courie  of  the  day.  It  is 
after  a general  wafhing  that  the  moveable 
fires,  formerly  defcribed,  fire  moft  proper 
and  ufeful. 

Every  contrivance  fliould  be  fallen  upon 
to  change  the  air  in  the  orlop  and  hold. 
Ventilators  and  windfalls  * are  well  adapted 

* A windfall  is  a long  cylinder  of  canvafs,  open  at 
both  ends,  kept  extended  with  hoops,  and  long  enough 
to  reach  from  the  lowermoft  parts  of  the  ill  ip  through  all 
the  hatchways  into  the  open  air. 

for 
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For  this  purpofe,  atid  (Mould  be  ufed  as  fre- 
quently and  for  as  long  a time  as  poflib'le. 
It  has  alfo  a good  effect  iii  cooling  the  air  in 
the  lower  parts  of  a (hip  in  the  Wed:  Indies* 
to  lift  the  gratings  of  the  hatches,  raiding 
them  on  their  edges,  and  lathing  them  to 
the  daunchions.  It  contributes  likewife  to 
cleanlinefs  and  coolnefs  to  keep  the  decks  as 
clear  as  podible  from  * cliefts  and  other  lum- 
ber, which  are  in  the  way  of  fweeping  and 
wadiing,  and  prevent  alfo  the  free  courfe 
of  the  air. 


Particular  attention  to  ventilation  is  necef- 
fary  in  frigates,  for  almoft  all  that  part  in 
Which  the  men  deep  is  excluded  from  the 
air,  and  they  are  therefore  very  uncomfort- 
able in  the  Wed  Indies  unlefs  (mall  fcuttles 
are  cut  in  the  fides.  But  if  this  dioiild  be 
objected  to  as  weakening  or  endangering  the 
(hip,  there  is  a good  contrivance  for  the  fame 
fnirpofe,  which  I met  with  on  board  of  the 

* It  is  not  necertary  that  featnen  fliould  have  cherts, 
for  bags  or  wallets  anlvver  their  purpofe  equally  well,  and 
are  much  more  convenient  in  refpeft  of  rtowage. 
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Nymphe  frigate.-  Tt  confifis  of  a fquare 
wooden  pipe,  of  about  nine  inches  in  the 
fide  coming  from  between  decks,  running 
along  the  fide  of  the  fhip,  and  opening  over 
the  gunwale  of  the  forecaftle.  There  wtf3 

one  on  each  fide* 

* * 
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Cleans  of  guarding  againd  Infection  and 

Bad  Air. 


Infection  never  prevails  to  fuch  a de- 
gree, as  to  affect  every  perfon  indifcriminate- 
ly  who  is  expofed  to  it.  Even  where  the 
plague  and  fmall-pox  prevail  to  the  greateft 
degree,  there  are  feme  perfens  who,  though 
fufceptible  of  thefe  dileafes,  yet  efcape  them. 
There  are  certain  other  infections  of  a weaker 
nature,  as  was  before  obferved,  and  thefe 
will  remain  entirely  inactive,  till  they  find 
conditutions  fo  dilpofed  as  to  be  fit  fubjeCts 
of  their  aCtion.  The  feeds  of  difeafe  may 
'be  compared  to  thofe  of  vegetables,  which 
lye  dormant,  unlefs  they  happen  to  fall  into 
a fituation  peculiarly  adapted  for  exciting 
their  activity.  It  is  very  difficult  to  account  for 
this  uncertainty  in  the  operation  of  infeCtion, 
ibut  it  is  extremely  providential,  that  under 
;the  mod  calamitous  date  of  ficknefs,  there 
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are  always  fome  who  are  in  health  and  whq 
furvive,  for  the  neceffary  pnrpofes  of  life. 
If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  it  might  happen 
that  every  perfon  on  hoard  of  a fhip  might 
periff  from  ficknefs  in  the  courfe  of  a voy- 
age, a circumftance  \yhich  I believe  has 
never  been  known  tq  happen. 

There  is  an  endlefs  variety  in  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  human  frame,  both  in  mind  and 
body,  as  well  as  in  the  features  of  the  face. 
There  are,  perhaps,  no  two  individuals  in 
the  world  in  whom  the  fame  effect  precifely 
is  produced  by  the  fame  food,  air,  medicine^ 
poifon,  or  paffions  of  the  mind.  The  diffe- 
rent effedts  of  infection,  therefore,  upon  dif- 
ferent people,  feem  to  depend,  in  many  cafes, 
on  peculiarities  of  conftitution  too  obfeure 
to  be  explained  ; but  there  are  alfo  known 
circumftaiices  which  refift  or  encourage  its 
effedts. 

The  great  power  of  habit  * in  taking  off  the 
effect  of  infection,  has  already  been  mention- 
ed, 

* Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  work,  I have  met  witlx 
a fadt  in  confirmation  of  this  principle,  with  regard  to  the 
cutaneous  complaint  called  the  ring-wortn>  1 his  had 
' prevailed 
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ed,  and  it  would  appear  that  novelty  gives 
an  increafed  energy  and  activity  to  all  im- 
preflions,  as  well  as  thole  on  the  lenfes.  If 
a perfon,  therefore,  escapes  the  fir  ft  attack  of 
infeflion,  he  will  he  more  likely  to  continue 
,expofed  to  it  with  fafety  in  future. 

There  are  certain  precautions  neceflary 
■to  be  attended  to  by  thofe  who  are  un- 
avoidably expofed  to  contagion,  particularly 
in  the  fir  ft  -inftance.  Thofe  who  can  afford 
a full  diet,  and  a liberal  ufe  of  wine,  have 
been  obferved  to  refill;  iiifedtion  better  than 
thofe  who  ufe  food  and  drink  that  is  meagre 
jand  watery.  It  is  alfo  a good  rule  not  to  go 
among  the  fick,  nor  otherwife  to  expo fe 
one’s  felf  to  infectious  air,  with  an  empty 
ftomach  ; for  whether  it  is  that  the  body  is 
then  more  fufceptible,  or  that  the  pores  of 
the  lkin  and  lungs  are  in  a more  highly  ab- 
forbing  ftate,  fo  as  with  greater  readinefs  to 
inhale  the  poifon  of  dileafe,  it  is  certain  that 

prevailed  in  a private  fcliool  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London,  which  I vifited,  but  it  had  to  all  appearance 
become  extiniSl ; yet  it  neverthelefs  afFedted  thofe  boys 
who  were  newly  tent  to  the  fchool. 
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a perfon  in  that  fituation  is  more  apt  to  catch 
harm  from  foul  air  of  any  kind.  Whatever 
elfe  weakens  and  exhaufts  the  body,  renders 
it  alfo  more  fufceptible  of  noxious  impreffions, 
Under  the  head  of  weakening  powers,  I com- 
prehend not  only  what  empties  the  body  of 
its  fluids,  fuch  as  lofs  of  blood,  or  a diarrhoea, 
but  intoxication,  fatigue,  faffing,  watching, 
and  certain  affeCtions  of  the  mind,  fuch  as 
care  and  grief. 

Cold  and  moiflure  may  alfo  be  enumerated 
among  the  caufes  that  invite  the  attack  of 
infectious  difeafes.  They  are  of  themfelves 
Amply  productive  of  catarrhs,  rheumatilms, 
and  the  like  diforders  ; but  if  an  infection 
jfliouid  be  accidentally  prefent  when  the  body 
is  expofed  to  them,  then  inftead  of  thefe 
complaints,  the  difeafe  peculiar  to  that  in- 
fection will  be  produced*.  This  was  illuf- 

* It  is  mentioned  by  Thucydides,  that  while  the  plague 
raged  at  Athens,  the  people  were  affeCted  with  no  other 
difeafe;  from  which  it  would  appear  that  thofe  perfons 
who  would  otherwife  have  been  attacked  with  fome  par- 
ticular indifpofition,  were  feized  with  the  plague  in  place 
of  it.  Vide  note  p.  247. 
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trated  in  the  laft  reinforcement  we  had  from 
England ; for  while  bad  fevers  were  breaking 
out  in  moft  of  the  other  fhips,  the  * Union, 
was  aflefted  with  thofe  complaints  only 
which  are  fimply  the  effects  of  cold  and 
moifture.  It  would  be  more  proper,  per- 
haps, to  fay,  expofure  to  the  air , than  to 
call  it  cold ; for  expofing  the  naked  body  to 
the  open  air,  even  in  the  warmed;  climate, 
is  prejudicial  to  health.  This  holds  at  leafl: 
with  regard  to  Europeans  who  are  accuftom- 
ed  to  clothing,  however  the  natives  of  hot 
climates  who  are  naked,  may  expofe  them* 
felves  with  impunity. 

It  is  of  the  greatefl  confequence  to  afcer- 
tain  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  infe&ion, 
for  the  means  of  avoiding  and  preventing  it 
will  very  much  depend  upon  this,  It  is 
now  known,  that  infe&ion  extends  itfelf  to 
a very  fmall  diftance.  There  are,  indeed, 
fome  morbid  poifons,  fuch  as  that  of  the 
bite  of  a mad  dog,  and  that  of  the  venereal 
difeafe,  which  Require  a&ual  contact  to 

* Part  I.  Book  II.  Chap.  VI. 

make 
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make  them  take  effect.  Others  are  more 
volatile,  and  Teem  to  be  inhaled  by  the 
breath,  or  abforbed  by  the  lkin,  but  thefe 
do  not  extend  far.  That  of  the  plague  * 
does  not  reach  above  a few  yards,  and  that 
of  the  fmall-pox  and  of  fevers  is  probably 
equally  limited.  This  discovery  is  very  va- 
luable,  by  afeertaining  the  limits  of  danger j 
for  when  a perfoti  imagines  he  runs  the  fame 
rifk  when  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  the 
feat  of  difeafe,  as  if  he  were  in  contact  with 
the  perfon  affected,  he  will  be  apt  to  expofe 
himfelf  wantonly  and  unnecefl'arily  to  the 
infection. 

Jt  feems  to  be  owing  to  the  ignorance  of 
the  extent  of  its  influence,  that  the  plague 
has  in  general  been  fo  fatal ; for  in  confe- 
quetice  of  the  opinion  that  the  whole  fur- 
rounding atmofphere  was  affe&ed,  it  was 

* It  is  related  by  the  travellers  into  Turkey,  that  the 
Chriflians  fave  themfelves  from  it,  merely  by  fhutting 
themfelves  up  in  their  houfes,  and  the  inhabitants,  who 
deep  on  the  open  roofs  of  the  houfes,  do  not  catch  it 
even  from  thofe  of  the  adjacent  buildings,  though  the  wall 
that  feparates  them  is  of  no  great  heighth. 
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vainly  attempted  to  purify  it  by  large  fire? 
in  the  open  air,  or  by*  firing offartillery,  in- 
ftead  of  truftingto  the  reparation  of  the  lick 
fo  as  to  avoid  their  near  approach,  and  tQ 
the  confinement  of  thofe  in  health  to  then- 
own  houfes,  which  are  all  the  precautions 
fie.ce/lary  to  prevent  its  progrefs. 

f Vide  Opera  Ambrofii  Parei. 
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Of  Aliment. 

SECT.  I.  Of  Solid  Food,. 

f _ .■( 

JL  HE  moft  unnatural  circumftance  in  a 
fea  life  is  the  food  which  men  pfe,  and  the 
dileafe  moft  peculiar  to  it  is  one  which  is 
owing  chiefly  to  the  nature  of  the  aliment ; 
for  though  other  caufes  confpire  in  aggrava- 
ting the  feurvy,  the  depraved  hate  of  the 
ingesta  is  the  main  and  fundamental  caufe 
of  it. 

It  is  this  difeafe  that  is  moft  fatal  to  fea- 
men  next  to  fevers.  It  was  formerly  as  fa- 
tal, if  not  more  fo ; but  fome  modern  im- 
provements have  rendered  it  lefs  frequent 
and  violent.  The  habitual  ufe  ©f  fait  pro- 
vifions,  befides  producing  evident  fymptoms 
of  feurvy,  begets  fuch  a ftate  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  that,  upon  the  leaft  fcratch  being  re- 
ceived, particularly  on  the  lower  extremi- 
ties, a large  and  incurable  ulcer  enfues  ; and 

this 
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this  circumftatice,  trifling  as  it  appears,  is 
the  caufe  of  lofing  an  incredible  number  of 
men  to  the  fervice,  efpecially  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  The  greater  part  of  the  food  of  a 
fhip’s  company  is  neceflarily  falted  meat. 
Bifcuit  and  peafe,  though  of  a vegetable 
nature,  are  hard  of  digeftion  ; and  though 
they  qualify  the  animal  food,  they  do  not 
anfwer  the  purpofe  of  frefh  vegetables. 
Though  officers  have  a fupply  of  live  flock 
even  for  the  longeft  voyages,  it  would  be 
impracticable  to  carry  a quantity  fufficient 
to  preferve  a whole  crew  from  the  fcurvy. 
But  certain  articles  have  of  late  been  intro5- 
duced  into  ufe,  of  a durable  and  portable  na- 
ture, which  fo  qualify  the  fait  proviflons, 
that  they  can  be  ufed  without  inducing  this 
difeafe.  Thefe  are  cither  filch  as  are  articles 
of  common  diet,  viz.  melafles  and  four 
krout,  or  thofe  which  are  intended  only  for 
the  fick  and  recovering,  luch  as  portable 
foup  and  the  preferved  juice  of  lemons  and 
oranges. 

It  is  one  of  the  moft  ancient  and  real 
grievances  in  the  fervice,  that  there  has  not 

been 
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been  a fufficiently  ample  fupply  of  nourifti- 
ment  and  cordials  for  the  weak  and  recover- 
ing. This  complaint  is  made  by  * Dr.  Cock- 
bnrn,  who  was  phylician  to  tlie  fleet  in  the 
end  of  the  laft  century ; and  it  is  a complaint 
that  has  not  yet  been  entirely  redrefled*  nor 
has  the  fubjedl  been  conlidered  with  the  atten- 
tion it  deferves.  The  only  improvement  ill 
the  fea  vi&ualling  that  I know  of  from  that 
time  till  of  late,  has  been  the  ufe  of  railins 
for  puddings,  and  the  occafional  ufe  of  vine- 
g£n*j  which  is  an  article  exticmcly  ialutary^ 
and  was  looked  upon  as  the  great  prelerva- 
tive  of  health  in  the  Roman  armies; 

After  the  force  of  difeafe  has  been  fub- 
dued  at  fea,  men  are  frequently  loft  by  re- 
lapfes,  or  pine  away  in  dropfies  and  othei 
chronic  complaints,  for  want  of  being  fup- 
ported  by  l'ome  cordial  and  nouriftiing  diet; 
It  is  mentioned  in  my  memorial  to  the  Ad- 
miralty, how  infufficient  the  lmall  quantity 
of  furgeon’s  neceflaries  are  ; and  it  is  recom- 
mended that  a large  quantity  of  certain  fpe- 

* See  Eflliy  on  Sea  Difeafes. 

ties 
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cies  of  refreffiment  fhould  be  put  in  tlie 
purfer's  charge,  which,  being  fubflituted  for 
the  common  lea  victualling  while  men  are 
HI  or  recovering,  would  cod  Government 
little  or  nothing.  Befdes  the  articles  al- 
ready mentioned,  it  was  recommended  to 
let  apart  a quantity  of  the  bed  wines,  and 
to  be  provided  with  brown  fugar,  dried 
fruits,  barley,  rice,  fago,  and  falep.  To 
thefe  might  be  added  eggs,  which,  if  greafed 
and  put  in  fait,  may  be  preferved  frefli  for  a 
great  length  of  time.  Carrots  and  other  roots 
might  alfo  be  preferved  for  the  longed;  voy- 
ages by  means  of  lugar  ; and  green  vegeta- 
bles might  in  like  manner  be  preferved  by 
means  of  fait.  But  of  all  the  articles,  ei- 
ther of  medicine  or  diet,  for  the  cure  of  the 
feurvy,  lemons  and  oranges  * are  of  much 
the  greateft  efficacy.  They  are  real  fpeci- 
fics  in  that  dileafe,  if  any  thing  deferves  that 
name.  This  was  firft  afeertained  and  let  in 
a clear  light  by  Dr.  Lind.  Upon  what 
principle  their  fuperior  efficacy  depends,  and 

* Limes,  /haddocks,  and  perhaps  all  the  other  fruits 
of  that  clafs,  poflefs  the  fame  virtues;  but  I have  mo/t, 
frequently  obferyed  good  effefts  from  lemons. 

in 
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in  what  manner  they  produce  their  effect,  I 
am  at  a lofs  to  determine,  never  having  been 
able  to  fatisfy  my  mind  with  any  theory 
concerning  the  nature  and  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  nor  hardly  indeed  of  any  other.  A11 
ingenious  treatife  has  been  publifhed  on  this 
fubjeetby  Dr.  Milman,  to  which  I refer  the 
reader,  meaning  to  confine  myfelf  in  this 
work  chiefly  to  what  is  practical. 

Every  perfon  who  has  beheld  with  atten- 
tion and  feeling  the  tedious  and  languishing 
feries  of  fuffering  which  the  fick  and  reco- 
vering endure  for  want  of  the  means  of  l'up- 
porting  and  recruiting  their  ftrength  and 
lpirits,  mu  ft  wifh  that  thofe  who  prefide 
in  the  civil  department  of  the  navy  would 
feriouflv  confider  this  fubjeCt,  and  complete 
the  reform  that  has  already  been  begun. 

With  regard  to  the  victualling  of  men  in 
health,  a moll  commendable  attention  has 
been  paid  to  the  improvement  of  it.  The 
ordinary  articles  of  victualling  have  not  only 
been  of  excellent  quality,  but  fome  new  ar- 
ticles have  been  added,  from  which  the 

greateft 


cm.  ir.  sec.  i. 


Of  DISEASES. 


3°-> 

greateft  benefit  has  been  derived.  The 
chief  of  thefe  are  four  krout  and  melafles. 
The  latter  was  firft  brought  into  ufe  by 
Captain  Fergufon  in  the  beginning  of  the 
late  war.  He  ordered  it  to  be  ferved  with 
rice  to  the  men  who  were  affedted,  or  threa- 
tened with  the  fcurvy,  in  the  fhip  under  his 
command.  The  benefit  experienced  from  it 
in  this  and  other  inftances  was  fo  great, 
that  during  the  laft  two  years  of  the  war  it 
was  made  a regular  article  of  fea  victualling, 
and  fubftituted  in  place  of  a certain  propor- 
tion of  oatmeal*. 

As 


* In  the  courfe  of  the  paflage  from  England  to  the 
Weft  Indies  in  February,  1782,  the  following  diredlions 
for  ufing  the  four  krout  and  melafles  were  given  in  pub- 
lic orders  by  the  Admiral  to  the  different  fhips  of  the 
fquadron : 

“ The  allowance  of  four  krout  made  by  the  public 
“ boards  in  England,  is  two  pounds  to  each  man  every 
“ week;  and  the  Admiral  orders  that  from  a pound  and 
“ a half  to  two  pounds  (beginning  with  the  lefler  quan- 
“ tity,  and  mcreafing  as  the  men  may  find  it  palatable) 
“ be  boiled  with  every  gallon  of  peafe  on  a peafe  day. 
“ The  cooks  are  defired  not  to  wafh  it,  nor  to  put  ft 
“ into  the  coppers  till  the  peafe  are  fufficiently  broken. 

X « Half 
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As  bread  is  one  of  the  principal  articles 
of  diet,  the  utmoft  care  fhould  be  taken  in 
preferving  it,  and  great  advantage  would 
ariie  from  flowing  it  in  calks  that  are  water 

f(  Half  a pourtd  is  directed  to  be  ifiTued  raw  to  each  man 
‘4  on  beef  days,  and  a quarter  of  a pound  on  pork  days. 
“ It  is  recommended  that  the  allowance  of  vinegar  be 
“ faved,  particularly  on  meat  days.  Wheli  four  krout 
“ runs  fhort,  the  peafe  and  beef  days  to  have  the  prefe- 
“ rence ; when  fhorter  (till,  the  peafe  days.  Melafles 
“ having  been  allowed  in  lieu  of  part  of  the  oatmeal,  in 
“ the  proportion  of  eleven  pounds  to  two  gallons,  the 
“ Admiral  direCts,  that  a pound  of  melafles  be  boiled 
“ with  every  gallon  of  oatmeal  on  Mondays,  Wednef- 
41  days,  and  Fridays,  mixing  it  and  Airring  it  round 

with  the  burgoo  immediately  after  it  is  drawn  off. 
“ He  directs  that  half  a pound  of  melafles  be  iflued 
“ with  every  three  pounds  of  flour  over  and  above  the 
<£  common  proportion  of  raifins ; and  to  prevent  any 
“ abuie,  it  is  directed  that  the  purfer’s  fteward  pour  it 
<c  into  the  platter  with  the  flour  of  which  the  pudding  is 
« made.  The  Admiral  forbids  the  ufe  of  peafe  in  lieu  of 
“ oatmeal,  as  has  fonietknes  been  the  practice.'’ 

Thefe  rules  were  fuggefted  by  Sir  Charles  Douglas, 
captain  of  the  fleet,  whofe  benevolence  is  equal  to  his 
known  psofeflional  Ikill ; and  he  had  afcertained  the  uti- 
lity of  the  preceding  directions  when  captain  of  the 
Duke  in  the  former  part  of  the  war. 
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tight,  inflead  of  keeping  it  in  bags,  or  let- 
ting it  lie  loofe  in  the  bread  room.  Captain 
Cook,  by  this  method,  and  by  giving  it  a 
call:  in  the  oven  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage, 
preferved  his  bifcuit  found  in  every  refpeft 
for  more  than  three  years.  But  the  greateft 
improvement  in  this  article  of  diet  would  be 
to  have,  in  the  form  of  flour,  a greater  pro- 
portion of  what  is  now  allowed  in  bread. 
The  flour  might  be  made  into  puddings, 
and  feems,  in  this  form,  to  be  more  nutri- 
tious and  antifcorbutic  than  bifcuit  which 
has  undergone  a flrong  force  of  Are.  This 
fort  of  mefs  would  be  fl.il l more  proper  and 
agreeable  now  that  melafles  is  a ftated  arti- 
cle of  diet.  Flour,  by  being  well  prefled 
and  rammed,  will  keep  as  long  as  bifcuit, 
and  it  can  be  flowed  in  one  fifth  part  of  the 
fpace  ; it  will,  therefore,  cofl  much  lei's  in 
freight  than  tire  fame  quantity  of  it  in  that 
form,  and  it  may  be  baked  abroad  if  necef- 
farv  *.  Malt,  by  being  well  rammed,  may 
alfo  be  preferved  for  a great  length  of  time! 

* In  the  French  fhips  of  war  there  is  an  oven  large 
enough  to  fupply  not  only  all  the  officers  and  fick,  but 
jpart  of  the  erew,  with  foft  bread  every  day.  The  ad- 

X 2 vantages 


308  c a u s e s-  and  prevention  part  ti. 

Of  all  the  former  articles  of  fea  victual- 
ling, there  was  none  more  abuftd  than  oat- 
meal. The  quantity  allowed  to  each  mail 
was  twice  as  much  as  he  could  con  fume, 
and  the  overplus  went  to  the  purler’s  profits* 
or  was  waited  by  being  given  to  the  hogs, 
or  even  wantonly  thrown  overboard.  Me- 
lafles  have,  with  great  advantage,  been  fub- 
flituted  for  part  of  it,  in  the  proportion  of 

vantages  attending  the  ufe  of  flour  in  place  of  bread  are 
fo  great  and  obvious,  that  the  former  will  probably,  in 
time,  be  fubftituted  entirely  for  the  latter.  There  is  a 
proof  of  its  being  practicable  to  ufe  it  in  place  of  bread 
in  Britifh  lhips  of  war,  even  with  their  prefent  conve- 
niences, communicated  to  me  by  Captain  Caldwell. 
When  be  commanded  the  Agamemnon,  of  64  guns,  at 
New  York,  intheendof  1782,  there  happened  to  be  no 
bread  in  Bore  to  l'upply  that  {hip  on  her  paflage  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  flour  was  given  in  place  of  it.  The 
men,  without  any  inconvenience,  were  able  to  bake  it 
into  bread  for  themfelves,  and  it  proved  fo  falutary,  that 
Captain  Caldwell  afcribed  the  uncommon  degree  of 
health  which  his  men  enjoyed  to  the  ufe  of  the  flour. 
The  only  objeClion  that  can  be  made  to  it  is  the  greater 
confumptiaa  of  wood  occafioned  by  baking;  but  this 
may  be  obviated  by  adopting  the  grates  invented  by 
Mr.  Brodie,  in  which  the  ovens  are  heated  by  the  fame 
lire  with  which  the  victuals  are  boiled. 
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eleven  pounds  for  two  gallons  of  oatmeal. 
The  firft  trial  of  meiaffes  was  in  the  *Fou- 
droyant,  and  it  anfwered  fo  well,  that,  in  a 
cru'ile  under  Admiral  Geary  in  1780,  this 
was  the  only  (hip  free  from  the  fcurvy,  and 
out  of  two  thoufand  four  hundred  men  that 
were  landed  at  the  hofpital  with  this  dif- 
eafe,  there  were  none  from  this  (hip.  It 
appears  to  be  fo  fimilar  in  its  nature  and  ef- 
fects to  effence  of  malt,  that  it  lee  ms  hardly 
worth  while  for  Government  to  be  at  the 
expence  of  providing  the  latter. 

A certain  proportion  of  barley  has  alfo  of 
late  been  fubftituted  for  part  of  the  oatmeal, 
which  being  more  light  and  palatable,  makes 
a pleafing  variety,  particularly  to  the  fick 
and  recovering.  Captain  Cook  carried  wheat 
with  him,  and  found  it  to  anfwer  equally 
well.  Might  not  potatoes  alfo  be  a proper 
and  falutary  fubftitute,  as  they  will  keep  a 

* Mr.  Napeane,  afterwards  Under  Secretary  of  State, 
was  at  that  time  purfer  of  the  foudroyant,  and  adted  a 
very  benevolent  and  difinterefted  part,  by  being  inftru- 
mental  in  introducing  this  reform  in  the  navy  vic- 
tualling. 
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conflderable  length  of  time  in  a warm  cli- 
mate, and  they  have  been  fuccefsfully  em- 
ployed in  their  raw  Bate  for  the  cure  of 
fcurvy  ? It  would  not  be  right,  however,  tcj 
abolifh  oatmeal  entirely  ; for  there  is  a cer- 
tain preparation  of  it  which  is  an  antifcorbu- 
tic  of  equal  efficacy  with  any  whatever,  ex- 
cept the  juice  of  lemons  and  oranges.  This 
is  flummery,  or  fowins,  which  is  prepared  by 
letting  oatmeal  and  water  ftand  together  till 
they  grow  acidulous,  and  then  boiling  them 
into  a jelly.  I know  of  fome  well-attefted 
inftances  of  the  crews  of  ffiips  being  faved 
from  the  fcurvy  by  this  alone. 

Butter  is  a good  article  of  victualling  in 
fo  far  as  it  renders  that  part  of  the  diet 
which  confifls  of  grain  and  vegetables  more 
palatable,  and  thereby  induces  men  to  eat 
more.  But  as  it  is  extremely  corruptible  in 
a warm  climate,  hardly  any  being  ufed  by 
the  feamen  but  what  is  more  or  lefs  rancid, 
it  ffiould  never  be  fent  to  a tropical  ftation. 
Greater  quantities  of  it  are  condemned  than, 
of  any  other  article  of  victualling^  and  it  is 
therefore  the  moflfc  expenflye  to  Government. 

. Tftcre 
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There  are  certain  articles  that  are  the  natu- 
ral produce  of  the  Weft-India  iflands,  which 
may  be  fubftitutcd  for  it  with  the  greateft 
advantage.  Thefe  are  fugar  and  cocoa*, 
which,  during  the  laftyearof  the  war,  were 
ferved  in  place  of  butter  with  great  fuccefs, 
and  this  proved  an  alteration  in  diet  not 
only  falutary,  but  agreeable  to  the  feamen, 
whofe  inclinations  are  always  to  be  con- 
fulted  in  fuch  changes  -j-. 

When 

* Half  a pound  of  cocoa,  and  as  much  fugar,  was 
allowed  in  place  of  a pound  of  butter. 


•f-  Table,  exhibiting  the  daily  Allowance  of  Provi- 
fions  for  each  Man  in  the  Navy. 


Bifcuit. 

Beer. 

Beef. 

Pork. 

• 

CQ 

11 

a. 

Oatmeal. 

j Butter. 

Cheefe. 

lbs. 

galls. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Pint. 

Pint. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

Sunday  - 

1 

1 

* 

half 

Monday  - - 

1 

I 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Tucfday  - - 

I 

1 

2 

Wedncfday  - 

I 

1 

half 

I 

2 

4 

Thurfday 

1 

1 

t 

half 

Friday  - 

I 

l 

half 

I 

2 

4 

Saturday  - - 

I 

1 

2 

X 4 
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W hen  a (hip  is  in  port,  encouragement 
fhould  be  given  to  the  Tale  of  roots,  greens, 
fruits,  and  fugar.  The  men  have  a good 
cuftom  of  exchanging  part  of  their  bread, 
beef,  and  pork,  for  what  they  can  .get  from 
the  fhore  ; but  as  they  in  general  prefer  fpi- 
rituous  liquors  to  the  above-mentioned  arti- 
cles, the  greatefl:  care  and  vigilance  fhould 
be  u fed  to  preclude  men  from  fuch  oppor? 
tunities  of  injuring  themfelves  *.  Every 
fhip  fhould  be  furnifhed  with  a feine,  and 
other  implements  for  fifhing,  when  ip  har- 
bour. 

When 

This  has  continued  from  the  Lift  century  till  the  alte- 
rations above  mentioned,  all  of  which,  except  the  intro- 
du£lion  of  vinegar,  have  been  made  in  the  three  laft 
years  of  this  war.  When  the  ftock  of  fmall  beer  is  ex- 
haufted,  half  a pint  of  fpirits  is  allowed  daily,  diluted 
with  four  or  five  times  its  quantity  of  water.  When 
wine  is  fupplied,  the  daily  allowance  of  it  to  q man  is 
one  pint. 

* Inftead  of  leaving  this  to  the  management  of  the 
men  themfelves,  it  might  be  done  with  greater  advan- 
tage to  them  by  inftituting  fhort  allowance  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner  : — Let  a certain  proportion,  fuppofe  one 
third,  of  the  fait  provifions,  bread,  and  peafe,  particu- 

" • i 
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When  captures  are  made,  in  which  there 
are  fuch  articles  as  fugar,  wine,  rice,  or 
fruits,  it  would  be  much  better  in  many 
cafes  to  allow  the  immediate  ufe  of  them  at 
fea,  where  the  men  may  be  difpofed  to 
fcurvy  or  other  difeafes,  than  to  wait  for 
the  conversion  of  them  into  money. 

Though  it  has  been  my  objeft  to  intro- 
duce as  many  articles  of  diet  as  poffible,  in- 
dependent of  fait  provifions,  it  does  not  fol- 
low that  thefe  are  in  themfelves  umvhole- 
fome.  They  are  pernicious  by  being  made 
almoft  the  foie  and  exclufive  article ; but  if 
ufed  in  moderate  quantity,  they  are  even  in 
fome  refpedls  well  adapted  for  the  food  of 

larly  the  firft,  be  flopped,  and  let  the  amount  of  this 
fqr  the  whole  crew  be  thrown  into  one  eftimate.  Let 
the  agent  vi&ualler  pay  into  the  purfer’s  hands  the  value 
of  thefe  provifions  in  money,  at  the  contradl  price,  with 
fuch  a difcount  as  will  allow  for  the  ufe  of  the  money. 
Let  the  purfer,  in  return,  give  him  a receipt,  as  if  for 
fq  much  provifions  checked.  This  money,  being  diftri- 
buted  in  the  name  of  fliort  allowance,  will  enable  the 
men  to  purchafe  vegetables,  and  the  provifions  will  be 
fayed  for  a time  of  want,  or  for  a cruife. 

t i , , . 
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feamen.  The  nature  of  their  life  gives  them 
a ftrong  digeftion  : in  their  duties  they  not 
only  employ  violent  exercifc,  but  ufe  more 
mufcles  and  a greater  variety  of  pofturcs 
and  motions  than  men  of  any  other  profef- 
iion.  To  fuch  conftitutions  may  not  food 
of  a refra&ory  nature  and  hard  of  digeftion 
have  even  an  advantage  over  what  is  more 
delicate  and  digeftible  ? 

It  does  not  appear  that  it  is  the  fait  qua- 
lity of  the  proviftons  ufed  at  fea  that  makes 
them  productive  of  fcurvy,  but  the  want  of 
their  native  juices  and  of  the  nutritious 
principle.  A l'mall  quantity  of  fait  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  make  all  food  palatable  and  whole- 
fome,  in  fo  much  that  it  is  reckoned  one  of 
the  neceftaries  of  life.  All  animals  have  a 
craving  for  fea  fait,  and  nature  has  kindly 
made  it  the  moft  abundant  and  univerfal  of 
all  faline  bodies.  Food,  without  this  fea* 
foiling,  not  only  comes  to  be  loathed,  but 
the  want  of  it  renders  the  animal  weak  and 
flabby.  As  it  not  only  aftifts  digeftion, 
but  invigorates  all  the  bodily  functions  by 

ftimulating 
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Simulating  and  bracing  the  fibres,  it  is  in 
fome  cafes  a valuable  medicine.  It  is  re~ 
markable  that  men  are  very  apt  to  tire  of  a 
long  continuance  of  frefh  provifions*,  but 
never  of  what  is  fait ; and  even  under  the 
fcurvy  the  latter  will  be  relifhed,  and  fome- 
times  preferred  to  moll  other  kinds  of  food. 
It  has  been  a pra&ice  with  fome  to  make 
the  fcorbutic  men  drink  fea  water;  but 
though  it  is  not  attended  with  any  manifeft 
benefit,  I never  heard  that  it  aggravated  the 
difeafe. 


I was  told  by  the  gentlemen  of  the  army 
at  New  York  in  1780,  that  the  foldiers  in 
cantonments  were  not  near  fo  fubjeft  to 
agues  as  the  people  of  the  country  ; and  the 
only  difference  in  their  mode  of  life  was,  that 
tire  former  had  in  their  allowance  a certain 
proportion  of  fait  provifions. 


* The  Tailors  in  the  fquadron  of  Commodore  Ajifoit 
peverynurinured  more  under  any  of  their  hardships  than 
ipdien  they  were  fed  with  frefh.  turtle  for  a length  of 
time  jn  the  South  Sea, 


In 
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In  an  unhealthy  country  I (hould  think  a 
free  ufe  of  fait,  as  well  as  fpice  *,  would  be 
lalutary ; and  when  (hips  are  in  port  it  would 
perhaps  be  better  to  allow  a certain  propor- 
tion of  fait  provifions,  becaufe  it  would  not 
only  be  wholefome  and  agreeable,  but  the 
men’s  conftitutions  would  probably  be  more 
reconciled  to  an  entire  fait  diet  when  necef- 
fary  : but  I would  except  from  this  the 
crews  of  fuch  (hips  as  have  newly  arrived 
from  a long  cruife  or  voyage,  in  which  it 
may  be  neceflary  to  alter  the  conftitution  as 
quickly  as  poffible  by  a diet  entirely  frelh. 

Nothing  that  I have  colje&ec}  from  my 
own  obfervation,  err  that  of  others,  has  been 

* Since  the  firfl;  edition  of  this  work  was  printed,  I 
haye  met  with  a book  published  by  Mr.  Fletcher,  a 
navy  furgeon,  in  which  he  mentions  that  fpices,  being 
antifeptic  bodies,  might  be  fubftituted  for  part  of  the 
fait  in  curing  provifion,  and  this  would,  no  doubt,  be 
an  improvement  in  the  fea  vi&ualling.  The  quantity  of 
fpice  lie  propofes  for  every  barrel  of  beef  or  pork  is  four 
ounces  of  black  pepper,  and  as  much  allfpicr,  and  alfo 
eight  ounces  of  nitre  in  powder.  It  may  be  farther  al- 
j ledged  as  an  advantage  of  fpice  over  fait,  that  it  would 
bt,  lefs  apt  to  run  into  brine,  which  robs  the  meat  of  the 
ereater  part  of  its  nourifhment. 

? jiegle&ed 


CJKi  XI..  SEC.  X.  OF  DISEASES.  3X7 

neglected  under  this  head,  except  one  parti- 
cular caution  with  regard  to  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  victuals.  The  large  utenlils  em- 
ployed to  boil  the  provisions  are  made  of 
copper,  and  it  Sometimes  happens  from  neg- 
left  that  thefe  are  allowed  to  contract  a ruff, 
which  is  one  of  the  molt  active  poifons  we 
know.  The  negle£t  confifts  chiefly  m al- 
lowing any  thing  acid,  or  what  is  liable  to 
become  acid,  fuch  as  gruel  or  burgoo,  to  re- 
main for  a length  of  time  without  being 
wafhed  out  ; for  when  victuals  have  been 
prepared  in  the  boilers  thus  uncleaned,  they 
produce  the  moft  violent  effects,  even  to  the 
lofs  of  life,  as  once  happened  in  a fhip  be- 
longing to  our  fleet  *. 


* This  accident  happened  in  the  Cyclops  frigate  in 
September,  1780.  Mr.  Gordon,  the  furgeon,  favoured 
me  with  the  following  account  of  it : 

“ Mr.  Smith,  an  officer,  John  Barber  and  Anthony 
“ Wright,  feamen,  having  eat  fome  victuals  prepared  in 
“ a foul  copper,  complained  foon  after  of  violent  gripes, 
“ giddinefs,  and  vomiting,  and  they  had  a few  loofe 
“ ftools.  There  was  intenfe  heat;  the pulfe  was  quick, 
“ full,  and  hard;  a tremor  of  the  hands  and  tongue, 
“ and  wildnefs  of  the  eyes.  The  loofenefs  was  loon 

“ fucceeded 
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44  fucceeded  by  obftinate  coftivenefs,  tenfion  of  the  ab- 
44  domen,  difficult  breathing,  and  lofs  of  deglutition. 
44  In  the  night,  towards  the  morning,  there  came  on 
44  infenfibility,  with  an  increafe  of  all  the  fymptoms, 
44  except  the  heat.  The  body  was  violently  convulfed, 
44  with  cold  clammy  fweats  and  coldnefs  of  the  extre- 
44  mities.  The  abdomen  fubfided  a fhort  time  before 
44  they  died,  and,  before  they  expired,  a fmall  quantity 
44  of  greenifli  matter,  mixed  with  phlegm,  ilTued  from 
44  the  mouths  of  two  of  them. 

44  Thirty  three  other  men  were  put  upon  the  Tick  lift 
44  with  funilar  fymptoms  in  a lefs  degree,  and  fome  of 
44  them  continued  on  the  lift  for  five  or  fix  weeks  before 
44  they  perfectly  recovered.” 

Jt  is  not  find  what  means  were  attempted  for  the  reco- 
very of  thefe  men ; but,  befides  emetics  and  milk,  or 
oil,  a dilute  folution  of  the  fixed  alkali  in  water  has  been 
recommended  againft  this  poifon. 


SECT. 
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SECT.  II.  Of  Drink. 

I-  , 

. 

As  the  fblid  part  of  lea  diet  is  very  dry 
and  hard,  and  as  the  fait  it  contains  is  apt 
to  excite  third:,  a freer  ufe  of  liquids  than 
at  land  is  necefiary,  particularly  in  a hot 
donate. 

It  has  been  tire  cuilom,  as  far  back  as  we 
know,  to  allow  feamen  the.  ufe  of  fome  fort 
of  fermented  liquor.  We  need  hardly  in- 
quire if  this  is  falutary  or  not  ; for  it  would 
be  impoflible  at  any  rate  to  withhold  it, 
fmce  it  is  an  article  of  luxury,  and  a gratifi- 
cation which  the  men  would  claim  as  their 
right.  There  is  a great  propenfity  in  fea- 
men to  intoxicating  liquors,  which  is  proba- 
bly owing  to  the  hardfiiips  they  undergo, 
and  to  the  variety  and  irregularity  of  a fea 

life.  But  there  is  reafon  to  think  that  all 

« • 

forts  of  fermented  liquors,  except  diddled 
fpirits,  are  conducive  to  health  at  fea. 

3 There 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  malt  liquor  is  ex- 
tremely wholefome  and  antifcorbutic.  The 
common  quantity  of  fmall  beer  allowed 
daily  is  fo  liberal,  that  few  men  make  ufe  of 
their  whole  allowance  ; and  there  is  no  ob- 
jection to  the  conftant  ufe  of  it,  except  that 
it  is  apt  to  fpoil  in  the  courfe  of  a few  weeks, 
and  that  upon  foreign  ftations  the  flock  can 
ieldom  be  renewed.  One  of  the  greateft 
improvements  that  could  be  made  in  the 
victualling  of  the  navy  would  be  the  intro- 
duction of  porter*,  which  can  be  preferred 
in  any  climate  for  any  length  of  time  that 
may  be  necefTary. 

• 

Spruce  beer  feems  to  poflefs  fimilar  and 
equal  virtues  with  malt  liquor  ; and  it  has 

this 

* I was  furni/hed  by  Dr.  Clephane,  phyfician  to  the 
fleet  at  New  York,  with  the  following  faCt,  as  a ftrong 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  this  liquor  : 

la  the  beginning  of  the  war  two  ftore  fhips,  called  the 
Tortoife  and  Grampus,  failed  for  America  under  the  con- 
voy of  the  Daedalus  frigate.  The  Grampus  happened  to 
be  fupplied  with  a fufficient  quantity  of  porter  to  ferve 
the  whole  paflage,  which  proved  very  long.  The  other 

two 
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this  advantage,  that  the  materials  of  it  can 
at  all  times  be  carried  about  and  ufed  occa- 
fionally.  It  agrees  with  malt  liquor  in  being 
a fermented  vegetable  fweet,  the  principal 
ingredient  of  it  being  melafles.  The  other 
ingredient,  from  which  it  takes  its  nam*, 
being  a balfamic  fubftance,  feems  to  be  more 
medicinal  and  antifcorbutic  than  hops,  and 
is  therefore,  perhaps,  preferable  to  malt  li- 
quor. There  have  been  fufficient  proofs  of 
its  virtues  in  Angle  {hips  ; and  all  the  men 
of  war  that  go  to  America  and  the  Weft 
Indies  might  be  conveniently  fupplied  with 
it.  Admiral  Pigot  provided  a fufficient 
quantity  for  the  whole  fleet ; but  the  peace 
coming  on  prevented  the  trial  of  it. 

The  mod  falutary  kind  of  drink  next  to 
malt  liquor,  and  fpruce  beer,  is  wine.  The 

two  fhips  were  furnilhed  with  the  common  allowance  of 
fpirits.  The  weather  being  unfavourable,  the  pafiage 
drew  out  to  fourteen  weeks,  and,  upon  their  arrival  at 
New  York,  the  Daedalus  fent  to  the  hofpital  a hundred 
and  twelve  men;  the  Tortoife  fixty-two ; the  greater 
part  of  whom  were  in  the  laft  ftage  of  the  fcurvy.  The 
Grampus  fent  only  thirteen,  nqne  of  whom  had  the 
fcurvy. 


Y 
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benefit  which  the  fleet  derived  from  it  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  the  advantage  it  has  over 
fpirits  has  been  often  taken  notice  of  in 
the  former  part  of  this  work.  It  feems  to 
be  owing  to  this  that  the  French  fleet  l'ome- 
times  enjoys  fuperior  health  to  ours,  and  is 
lefs  fubjebt  to  the  feurvy*.  Wine  is  alio 
preferable  to  every  other  medicine  in  that 
low  fever  with  which  fhips  are  fo  much  in- 
fcfled  ; and  there  is  no  cordial  equal  to  good 
wine  in  recruiting  men  who  are  recovering. 

Spirits  differ  from  wine  in  this  refpebl, 
that  they  are  a mere  chemical  liquor,  inca- 
pable of  aflimilation  with  our  fluids,  ha-, 
vrng  loft  in  diflillation  the  native  vegetable 
principle  in  which  the  whole  of  its  nutri- 
tious quality  and  great  part  of  its  medical 
virtue  refides. 

* We  have  a remarkable  proof  of  this  in  comparing 
the  fleet  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Byron  with  that 
under  the  Count  d’Eftaing,  when  they  both  arrived 
from  Europe  on  the  coafl  of  America  in  the  year  1 7 7 
fome  of  the  Britijfh  Blips  having  been  unferviceable  from 
the  uncommon  prevalence  of  feurvy?  while  the  French 
were  not  affe&ed  with  it. 
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The  abufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  is  ex- 
tremely pernicious  every  where,  both  as  an 
interruption  to  duty,  and  as  it  is  injurious  to 
health.  It  is  particularly  fo  in  the  Weft 
Indies,  both  becaufe  the  rum  is  of  a bad 
and  unwholefome  quality,  and  becaufe  this 
fpecies  of  debauchery  is  more  hurtful  in  a 
hot  than  in  a cold  climate. 

It  is  with  reafon  that  the  new  rum  is  ac- 
cufed  of  being  more  unwholefome  than 
what  is  old  ; for,  being  long  kept,  it  not 
only  becomes  weaker  and  more  mellow  by 
part  of  the  fpirit  exhaling,  but  time  is  al- 
lowed for  the  evaporation  of  a certain  nau- 
feous  empyreumatic  principle  which  comes 
over  in  the  diff illation,  and  which  is  very 
offenfive  to  the  ftomach  ; therefore,  though 
this  is  the  produce  of  the  Weft-India  iflands, 
yet  what  is  fupplied  there  is  inferior  to  that 
which  is  brought  from  England. 

It  was  originally  the  cuftom  to  ferve  Tea- 
men with  their  allowance  of  fpirits  undi- 
luted. The  method  now  in  ufe,  of  adding 
water  to  it,  was  firft  introduced  by  Admiral 

Y 2 * Vernon 
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Vernon  in  the  year  1740,  and  got  the  name 
°f  grog.  This  was  a great  improvement  ; 
for  the  quantity  of  half  a pint,  which  is 
the  daily  legal  allowance  to  each  man,  will 
intoxicate  moft  people  to  a confiderable  de- 
gree, if  taken  at  once  in  a pure  date. 

The  fuperiority  of  wine  over  fjpirits  hi 
any  fhape  was  fo  confpicuous,  that  towards 
the  end  of  the  war  the  fleets  in  the  Weft 
Indies  and  North  America  were  fupplied 
with  nothing  but  wine,  and  with  a fuccefs 
fuffleient  to  encourage  the  continuance  of 
the  fame  pra&ice  in  future. 


Of  W A T E R. 

As  water  is  a neceffary  of  life,  and  as  the 
health  and  comfort  of  men  at  fea  depend 
upon  its  quality,  it  deferves  particular  at- 
tention. 

Spring  water  is  to  be  preferred  to  running 
or  ftagnated  water ; for,  unlefs  it  is  taken 
at  the  fource,  or  near  it,  it  is  apt  to  be 

impregnated 
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impregnated  with  decayed  vegetable  and 
animal  lubdances,  fuch  as  leaves,  grafs, 
wood,  and  dead  infers.  This  inconvenience 
is  greated  in  a hot  climate,  where  every 
thing  teems  with  life,  and  where  the  mate- 
rials of  putrefaction  are  both  more  abundant 
and  more  prone  to  corruption.  This  is  the 
mod  pernicious  kind  of  impurity;  for  the 
mineral  impregnations  common  in  fprings 
are  feldom,  in  any  degree,  unwholefome,  and 
do  not  tend,  like  the  other,  to  make  the  wa- 
ter corrupt.  At  many  of  the  Wed-India 
watering  places  the  water  is  found  dagnated 
jud  above  high-water  mark  ; and  care  Ihould 
be  taken  to  go  higher  up  to  take  it  where  it 
is  running. 

The  pured  water  is  apt  to  fpoil  by  produ- 
cing a putrid  glare  upon  the  inner  furface 
of  the  calk  -which  contains  it.  There  is  a 
great  difference  in  this  refpedt  between  a 
new  calk,  efpecially  if  made  of  moid  wood, 
and  that  calk  which  has  been  hardened  and 
feafoned  by  age  and  ufe.  Several  contri- 
vances have  been  propofed  for  preparing  the 
vcflels  that  hold  the  water ; but  none  have 

Y 3 been 
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been  found  by  experience  fo  effectual  as  let- 
ting them  hand  for  feme  time  full  of  fea 
water  ; and  it  is  a great  advantage  of  this 
method,  that  it  is  fo  eafily  practicable. 

It  is  in  few  places  we  meet  with  water 
fuch  as  that  of  Briftol,  which,  in  clean  vef- 
fels,  may  be  kept  for  any  length  of  time. 
We  may  confider  all  water  kept  in  wooden 
veflels  as  more  or  lets  liable  to  putrefaction  ; 
but  there  is  a fubftance,  which  is  neither 
rare  nor  coftly,  that  effectually  preferves  it 
fweet.  This  is  quicklime , with  which  every 
fhip  thould  be  provided,  in  order  to  put  a 
pint  of  it  into  each  butt  when  it  is  filled. 
It  has  the  advantage  of  not  being  injurious 
to  health  ; but,  on  the  contrary,  is  rather 
friendly  to  the  bowels,  tending  to  prevent 
and  check  fluxes.  In  the  year  1779  leveral 
lhips  of  the  line  arrived  in  the  Weft  Indies 
from  England,  and  they  were  all  afflicted 
with  the  flux,  except  the  Stirling  Caftle, 
which  wras  the  only  ftnp  in  which  quick 
lime  was  put  into  the  vrater.  Nor  does  it 
fpoil  the  wrater  for  anj  culinary  purpofe. 
Its  aCIion  in  preventing  putrefaction  con- 

fifts, 
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ftfts,  in  part  at  leaft,  in  deftroying  vegetable 
and  animal  life.  An  addition  of  putrefcent 
matter  is  produced  in  water  by  the  genera- 
tion of  ftnall  infeifts ; and  the  glare  that 
collects  on  the  fides  of  cafks,  and  alfo  what 
collects  on  the  fur  face  of  the  water,  is  a 
fpecies  of  vegetation  of  the  order  called  by 
naturalifts  alga?  *.  Quick  lime  is  a poifon 
to  this  fpecies  of  vegetable  life  as  well  as  to 
infefts  ; but  upon  whatever  principle  it  de- 
pends, the  property  of  it  in  preferving  wa- 
ter fweet  is  fo  well  afcertained,  that  it  is  in- 
excu  fable  ever  to  negleft  the  ufe  of  it. 

Quick  lime  is  equally  efficacious  for  this 
purpofe,  whether  Hacked  or  unftacked  ; and 
though  the  latter  form  is  more  convenient 
for  ftowage,  by  having  lefs  weight  and 
bulk,  yet  the  other  is  to  be  preferred  for  the 
fake  of  fafety  ; for  if  water  fhould  by  chance 
reach  the  unflacked  lime,  a great  degree  of 
heat  is  thereby  produced,  which  has  been 
known  to  give  occafton  to  the  moft  formi- 
dable accidents. 

* See  an  article  in  Rozier’s  Journal  de  Medicine  foi 
Julv,  1784,  by  Dr,  Ingenhoufz. 
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The  only  other  objedtion  I know  of  to 
the  ufe  of  quick  lime  is,  that  it  converts 
the  water  into  a lime  water,  rendering  it 
thereby  difagreeable  to  the  palate  and  fto- 
mach  ; but  the  quantity  neceflary  to  pre- 
ferve  it  makes  but  a very  weak  lime  water  ; 
for  part  of  the  lime  is  precipitated  by  the 
mephitic  air,  or  the  aerial  acid,  as  it  is 
otherwife  called,  of  which  there  is  fome 
contained  in  the  water.  The  accidental  ex- 
pofure  to  the  atmofphere,  which  alfo  abounds 
with  this  fort  of  air,  tends  farther  to  leflen 
the  acrimony  of  the  quick  lime  *. 

There  are  other  fubftances  which  have 
been  found  uieful  in  correcting  bad  water. 
Alum  and  cream  of  tartar,  as  antifeptic  bo- 
dies, have  been  employed  for  this  purpofe. 

Vinegar 

- 

* Since  I came  to  England  I have  met  with  a pam- 
phlet publi died  by  Mr.  Henry,  of  Manchefler,  in  which 
an  ingenious  method,  founded  on  chemical  principles,  is 
propofed  for  feparating  the  quick  lime  from  water;  but  I 
fear  it  is  too  nice  and  complex  to  be  brought  into  com- 
mon practice.  It  would  certainly  be  worth  the  trouble; 
hut  there  are  fo  many  duties  in  a fh ip  of  war  to  call  off 
the  attention  of  the  men,  and  they  are  fo  little  accuf- 
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Vinegar  and  the  vegetable  acid  juices  and 
fruits,  fnch  as  tamarinds,  may  be  ufed  oc- 
cafionally  to  take  off  the  putrid  offenfive 
tafte  which  may  have  arifen  in  cafe  the  ufe 
of  quick  lime  has  been  negledted.  In  the 
fleet  under  Sir  Charles  Saunders,  the  water 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  having  been  found 
to  produce  fluxes,  this  quality  was  removed 
by  throwing  four  pounds  of  burnt  bifcuit 
into  each  calk  before  it  was. ufed.  But  there 
is  nothing  fo  effectual,  and  fubjedt  to  fo  few 
inconveniences,  as  quick  lime. 

The  next  method  to  be  mentioned  of  pu- 
rifying water  is  filtration,  which  not  only 
feparates  the  grofs  impurities,  but  removes 
the  putrid  fmell  and  tafle.  It  is  performed 
with  a dripping  flone,  which  is  a convenient 


tomed  to  nice  operations,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
perfuade  officers  to  attend  to  it  and  enforce  it.  If  a fuf- 
iicient  quantity  Ihould  not  be  precipitated  by  the  air  in 
the  water,  and  by  the  accidental  expofure  to  the  atmof- 
phere,  it  might  be  more  effectually  expofed  to  the  air  by 
Ofbridge’s  machine,  to  be  defcribed  hereafter,  or  by  a 
long-nozzled  bellows,  and  if  a fmall  impregnation  flioul^ 
be  left,  this  is  rather  to  be  defired  than  avoided. 


contrivance 
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contrivance  for  officers,  but  cannot  furniih 
a fupply  for  a whole  (hip’s  company. 

When  the  water  of  wells  or  brooks  is 
found  loaded  with  mud,  the  following  ex- 
peditious method  of  filtration,  defcribed  by 
Dr.  Lind,  has  been  praflifed  with  fuccefs  : 
— Let  a quantity  of  clean  fand  or  gravel  be 
put  into  a barrel  placed  on  one  end,  without 
the  head,  fo  as  to  fill  one  half  or  more  of 
it,  and  let  another  barrel,  with  both  ends 
knocked  out;  of  a much  fmaller  fize,  (or 
let  it  be  an  open  cylinder  of  any  kind)  be 
placed  ere<ft  in  the  middle  of  it,  and  almoft 
filed  with  fand  or  gravel.  If  the  impure 
water  be  poured  into  the  fmall  barrel  or 
cylinder,  it  will  rife  up  through  the  fand 
of  both  barrels,  and  appear  pure  above  the 
fand  of  the  large  one  in  the  interval  between 
it  and  the  fmall  one. 

But  when  water  is  offeniive  in  confequence 
of  being  long  kept,  the  mod:  effectual  and 
expeditious  method  of  fweetening  it  is  by 
expofing  it  to  the  air  in  as  divided  a (late  as 
poffible.  Boiling  will  not  expel  the  putrid 

effluvia 
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effluvia  contained  in  water ; but  fuch  is  the 
attract  ion  of  air  for  this  offenfive  matter, 
that  the  water  need  only  be  thoroughly  ex- 
pofed  to  it  to  be  rendered  quite  fweet.  This 
is  beft  done  by  a machine  invented  by  Mr. 
O {bridge,  a lieutenant  of  the  navy.  It  con- 
fifts  of  a hand  pump,  which  is  inferted  in  a 
fcuttle  made  at  the  top  of  a cafk,  and  by 
means  of  it  the  water,  being  raifed  a few 
feet,  falls  through  feveral  fheets  of  tin 
pierced  like  cullenders,  and  placed  horizon- 
tally in  a half  cylinder  of  the  fame  metal. 
The  purpofe  of  it  is  to  reduce  the  water 
into  numberlefs  drops,  which  being  expofed 
in  this  form  to  the  open  air,  is  deprived  of 
its  offenfive  quality.  The  fame  method  will 
ferve  to  feparate  the  fuperfluous  quick  lime 
in  the  water.  It  is  a machine  very  deferv- 
edly  in  common  ufe,  and  the  working  of  it  is 
a moderate  and  falutary  exercife  to  men  in 
fair  weather. 

The  following  contrivance  will  be  found 
to  afford  a fufficient  fupply  of  fweet  water 
to  particular  meffes,  and  may  be  confidered 
as  an  artificial  and  more  expeditious  fort  of 

dripping 
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dripping  /tone  . — Let  the  narrow  mouth  of 
a large  funnel  be  filled  with  a bit  of  fponge, 
over  which  let  there  be  a layer  of  clean  gra- 
vel or  fa nd  covered  with  a piece  of  flannel, 
and  over  the  whole  another  layer  of  land. 
Muddy  or  o den  five  water  being  poured  upon 
this,  runs  or  drops  out  clear ; and  care  mull 
be  taken  to  change  the  fand,  fponge,  &c. 
frequently,  as  they  will  become  loaded  with 
the  impurities  of  the  water  *. 

There  fhould  be  in  every  fhip  an  appara- 
tus for  diftilling  water  in  cafe  of  diftrefs. 
This  confifts  merely  of  a head  and  worm 
adapted  to  the  common  boiler,  and  diftilla- 
tion  may  go  on  while  the  victuals  are  boil- 
ing. More  than  eight  gallons  of  excellent 
freih  water  may  be  drawn  off  in  an  hour 
from  the  copper  of  the  fmalleff  lhip  of 
war  t*  I refer  for  a more  particular  account 

of 


v See  Dr.  Lind  on  the  Health  of  Seamen. 

ff  The  want  of  this  apparatus  may  be  fupplied,  in  cafe 
of  exigency,  by  a contrivance  mentioned  by  Dr.  Lind, 
confifting  of  a tea-kettle  with  the  handle  taken  off,  and 
inverted  upon  the  boiler,  with  a gun  barrel  adapted  to  the 
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of  all  this  to  the  works  of  Dr.  Lind,  who 
was  the  original  inventor  and  recommender 
of  this  method. 


This  invention  feems  to  have  efcaped 
others  fo  long,  from  the  idea  that  the  dtji- 
deratum  in  freshening  lea  water  was  fomc 
fubftance  to  be  added  to  it  while  under  dif- 
tiHation.  No  fuch  fubftance  is  neceffarv, 
and  the  more  fimple  the  mode  of  diftilla- 
tion,  the  frefher  the  water  will  prove. 


Rain  water  at  fea  is  always  pure  and 
wholel'ome,  and  may  be  faved  occafionally 
by  means  of  a fail  or  awning. 

fpout,  paffing  through  a barrel  of  water  by  way  of  re- 
frigeratory, or  kept  conflantly  moift  with  a mop. 

In  this  place  I cannot  help  mentioning  alfo,  that  in  cafe 
of  great  extremity  it  has  been  found  that  the  blood  may 
be  diluted,  and  thirft  removed,  by  wetting  the  furface  of 
the  body  even  with  fea  water,  the  vapour  of  which  is  al- 
ways frelh,  and  is  inhaled  by  thofe  pores  of  the  Ikiti 
whofe  natural  function  it  is  to  imbibe  moifture,  of  which 
there  is  always  more  or  lefs  in  the  common  air  of  the 
atmofphere, 

CHAP. 
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Natu  RE  has  made  man  fo  defencelefs* 
that  even  the  rudeft  nations,  in  the  hottefl 
climates,  in  general,  adopt  home  fort  of  co- 
vering to  guard  theml'elves  from  the  wea- 
ther. We  may  affirm,  that  clothing  is  the 
mod:  artificial  circumflance  in  the  life  of 
man  ; and  there  is  none,  of  which  the 
errors  fubje£t  him  to  more  inconvenience 
and  hardship.  Infenfible  perfpiration  is  per- 
formed by  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and  being 
one  of  the  mofl;  important  fun&ions  of  the 
body,  the  fuppreffion  of  it  feems  to  be  one 
of  the  principal  caufes,  or  at  leaft  one  of 
the  mofl:  frequent  attendants  on  feveriffi  and 
inflammatory  complaints  ; and  one  of  the 
mofl:  common  caufes  of  this  fuppreffion  is 
the  application  of  cold  to  the  Ikin. 


In  order  to  keep  up  perfpiration,  it  is  ne- 
$cfl'ary  that  the  orifices  of  the  pores  of  the 

Ikin 


CH.  III.  SEC.  II.  OF  DISEASES.  335 

lkin  fhould  be  bathed,  as  it  were,  in  the  va- 
pour  already  fecreted  from  them  ; and  clo- 
thing feems  to  aft  in  confining  this,  as  well 
as  in  preventing  the  efcape  of  the  natural 
heat  and  the  acfefs  of  the  external  air. 
Though  the  air  Ihould  not  be  cold,  it  will 
check  perl'piration  by  carrying  off  this  va- 
pour and  drying  the  lkin.  In  the  warmed: 
climates  exposure  of  the  lkin  to  the  external 
air  is  unfafe ; for  it  not  only  produces  a 
feverifh  and  uneafy  fen  fat  ion  at  the  time, 
but  occafions  the  moft  dangerous  internal 
diforders.  In  confequence  of  the  great  fen- 
fibility  and  fympathy  of  the  body,  and  from 
the  pores  of  the  lkin  being  open  in  a warm 
climate,  expofurc  is  in  fome  refpefts  even 
more  dangerous  than  in  a cold  one.  No- 
thing is  more  apt  to  bring  on  the  locked 
jaw  and  tetanus  than  fleeping  in  the  open 
air  ; and  it  was  obferved  in  Jamaica,  that 
when  it  was  the  cuftom  to  wear  cotton  and 
linen  clothes,  the  dry  belly-ache  was  much 
more  common  than  now  that  it  is  the  cufi* 
tom  to  wear  woollen  cloth. 


We 
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We  know  befides,  that  the  pores  of  the 
fkin  can  abforb  not  only  the  moiffure  that 
floats  in  the  atmofphere,  but  a variety  of 
foreign  bodies,  whether  noxious  or  medici- 
nal, which  may  be  applied  to  their  orifices ; 
and  as  the  air  is  in  certain  places  loaded 
with  noxious  matter,  may  not  clothing  be 
confidered  as  a filter,  as  it  were,  to  feparate 
the  impurities  of  the  air  before  it  comes  in 
contact  with  the  furface  of  the  body  ? 

It  is  therefore  every  where  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  that  fufficient  and  fuitable  clo- 
thing fhould  be  provided. 

It  would  certainly  be  for  the  benefit  of 
the  fervice  that  an  uniform  fhould  be  effa- 
blifhed  for  the  common  men  as  well  as  for 
the  officers.  This  would  oblige  them  at  all 
times  to  have  in  their  poffefiion  a quantity 
of  decent  apparel,  fubje£t  to  the  infpe<5tion 
of  their  fuperiors.  It  would  alfo  be  lefs  eafy 
to  difpofe  of  their  clothes  for  money  with- 
out dete&ion,  and  defertion  would  alfo 
thereby  be  rendered  more  difficult. 


It 
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It  is  t>f  great  confeqnence  that  the  purfer 
should  lay  in  a fufficient  flock  of  clothing 
and  bedding  fuited  to  the  climate  for  which 
the  fhip  is  defined,  in  order  that  there  may 
be  a fufficient  fupply  after  having  been  on  a 
diftant  ftation  for  a certain  length  of  time. 
1 have  known  men  fuffer  the  greateft  incon- 
venience and  hardfhip,  and  infectious  dif- 
eafes  kept  up,  from  the  negleCt  of  this. 


The  greateft  evil  connected  with  clothing 
is  the  infection  generated  by  wearing  it  too 
long  without  fhifting  ; for  to  this  caufe  we 
have  attributed  the  jail,  hofpital,  or  fhip  fever. 
The  great  importance  of  cleanlinefs  appeared 
when  we  were  treating  of  infection,  from 
whence  we  may  judge  of  what  confequence 
it  is  that  men  fhould  be  provided  with  a 
ihift  of  linen,  as  that  part  of  the  clothing 
which  is  in  contact  with  the  Ikin  is  moft 
likely  to  harbour  infection*. 

As 


* When  we  confuler  that  linen  was  not  in  ufe  among 
the  ancient  Romans,  we  might  be  apt  to  wonder  that 
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As  clothing  is  not  the  gift  of  nature,  be- 
ing left  to  man’s  own  reafon,  it  is  fubjeCt  to 
caprice,  and  thereby  productive  of  inconve- 
nience and  difeafe,  The  neceflity  of  it  de- 
pends very  much  upon  habit,  like  every 
thing  elfe  relating  to  the  human  body,  and 
therefore  fudden  and  unfeafonable  changes 
of  apparel  are  very  unfafe  to  health.  It  is. 
alfo  found  that  a partial  expofure  of  the* 
body  is  more  pernicious  than  a general  ex- 
pofure. If  I were  writing  for  the  more  de- 
licate part  of  the  world,  I fhould  i 11  u Urate 
this  by  the  danger  of  expofing  the  feet  alonp 
to  cold  or  wet.  It  is  l'eldom  that  feamen 
are  fufceptible  to  fo  great  a degree,  for  their 
hardy  and  expofed  life  flcels  them  againft 


they  were  not  more  unhealthy  ; but  their  fubftitute  for 
this  was  frequent  bathing,  which  not  only  ferved  to  re- 
move the  forties  adhering  to  the  furface  of  the  body,  but 
to  air  that  part  of  the  clothing  which  was  ufually  in  con- 
tad  with  the  fkin.  The  wafhing  of  the  bodies  of  men 
fufpeded  of  infedion  upon  their  firft  entrance  into  a 
fhip,  has  already  been  mentioned,  and  I have  known 
fome  commanders  who  made  their  men  frequently  bathe 
themfelyes  with  great  feeming  advantage. 
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fuch  irtipreflions.  But  there  is  another  cir- 
cumftance  which  renders  it  of  the  utmoft 
confequence  to  defend  the  feet  againft  exter- 
nal injury.  It  frequently  happens,  that,  with- 
out any  vifible  fymptoms  of  fcurvy,  the  con- 
ftitutions  of  feamen  are  luch,  that,  upon  the 
leaf!  fcratch  being  received  on  the  feet  or 
legs,  a large  fp reading  incurable  ulcer  arifes, 
which  fometimes  ends  in  the  lofs  of  a limb  ; 
but  at  any  rate  difables  them  from  duty  till 
a cure  can  be  effected  by  the  ufe  of  a frefh 
and  vegetable  diet,  or  a change  of  climate. 
Next  to  acute  difeafes  and  fcurvy,  this  is  the 
moft  dcftru&ive  complaint  incident  to  a fea 
life,  particularly  in  a hot  climate  ; and  I 
have  known  great  numbers  of  good  men 
thereby  loft  to  the  fervice.  It  is,  therefore, 
of  the  utmoft  confequence  that  men  lhould 
not  only  be  fupplied  with  fhoes,  but  be 
# obliged  to  wear  them,  which  is  found  to 
require  a degree  of  compullion ; for  in  the 
Weft  Indies  it  is  obferved  that  feamen  al- 
ways wifti  to  go  barefooted. 

Since  the  fii ft  edition  of  this  work  was 
publifhed,  I have  been  favoured  with  feveral 

Z z valuable 


34°  CAUSES  AJTD  PREVENTION  PART  f U 

valuable  remarks  on  this  fubjedt,  by  Captain 
Caldwell,  ail  officer  of  great  humanity  and 
experience.  Among  other  remarks,  he  ob- 
ferves,  that  the  different  articles  of  clothing 
fupplied  to  bailors  are,  in  general,  too  flight, 
and  of  too  fmall  a flze,  which  renders  them 
expenfive  and  inconvenient  to  large  men. 
The  trowfers,  he  obferves,  fhould  be  much 
thicker,  and  larger,  as  the  leaft  fhower  goes 
through  them  ; and,  in  a cold  climate, 
thofe  made  of  fear-nought  *,  which  do  not 
coft  more  than  the  others,  fhould  alfo  be 
allowed.  What  a fituation  are  men  in 
when  topfails  are  reefing  in  the  winter 
feafon  while  it  rains,  when  cold  and  wet, 
with  their  trowfers  flicking  to  them,  (which 
would  not  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  of 
flannel)  and  it  is  not  practicable  that  they 
fhoukl  have  change  of  clothing  for  every 
time  they  are  obliged  to  be  wet  ? Thick, 
double-milled  caps  are  much  wanted  in  bad 
weather  to  cover  the  head  and  ears.  Dutch 
caps  do  not  keep  out  the  weather,  and  will 
not  flay  on  the  head.  It  is  commonly  re- 

* A coarfe  woollen  fluff  lb  called. 
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marked  that  the  men  who  wear  the  thickeft 
linen  ftiirts  are  the  moft  healthv. 


Men,  upon  fir  ft  entering  into  the  fervice, 
are  allowed  the  advance  of  two  months 
wages,  in  order  to  provide  neceflaries  : but 
this,  inadequate  as  it  is  for  a long  voyage, 
is  not  extended  to  prefled  men.  It  is  alfo 
argued  againft  making  large  ftoppages  in 
feamen’s  wages ; that,  by  diminifhing  what 
they  have  to  receive  when  paid  off,  a dif- 
•couragement  is  thereby  given  to  the  fervice. 
But  as  we  fee  men  deferting  from  men  of 
war  when  fCveral  years  wages  are  due  to 
them,  the  moft  reafonable  and  effectual  en- 
couragement feems  to  be  to  render  their 
lives  as  comfortable  and  healthy  as  poflible. 


But  why  might  not  moft  of  the  articles 
mentioned  be  fupplied  gratuitoufly  ? In  fa- 
vour of  which  Captain  Caldwell  makes  ufe 
of  an  argument  frequently  inculcated  in 
this  work,  viz.  that  fo  much  advantage 
would  accrue  to  Government  by  preferving 
the  health  and  lives  of  men,  and  fo  much 
would  be  faved  in  hofpitals,  as  would  much 

Z 3 more 
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more  than  reimburfe  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pence *. 


* He  makes  the  following  computation  of  the  addi- 
tional expence  for  each  man  in  fome  of  the  articles  that 
have  been  mentioned : 


For  3 handkerchiefs,  at  is.  6d.  — — 

12  pounds  of  fope,  at  6d.  — — 

i knife,  at  is.  — — — — 

i pair  of  buckles,  at  9d.  — — 


Suppofe  3 fhirts  a year,  the  difference 
3 pair  of  trowfers,  ditto  — 
i milled  cap  — — — ' 


L-  s- 

o 4 
o 6 
o i 
o o 


O 12 
O 2 
O 2 


— O 


d. 

6 

.o 

o 

9 


3 

n ' 

o 

3 


Total  — £.0  1 8 9 
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CHAP.  IV. 

Of  Exercise. 

It  commonly  happens  in  a fhip  of  war 
that  a great  proportion  of  the  hands  is 
landfmen  ; for,  befides  the  men  required  to 
navigate  the  fhip,  a great  number  is  necef- 
fary  to  fight  the  guns,  as  well  as  for  other 
duties,  and  their  health  may  be  affected  by 
the  want  of  exercife. 

It  has  been  obferved  before,  that  one  ufe 
of  frequent  reviews  and  mufters  in  a nume- 
rous crew  is,  to  call  forth  men  that  would 
otherwife  be  overlooked,  to  oblige  them  to 
come  into  the  open  air,  to  keep  themfelves 
clean,  and  to  prevent  them  from  indulging 
in  filth  and  lazinefs.  It  is  obferved,  that 
feamen  are  in  general  lefs  fubjedfc  to  fcurvy 
than  marines  and  landfmen,  which  l'eems  to 
be  owing  to  the  greater  aflivity  of  their  life 
and  alacrity  of  their  minds. 

Z4 
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There  is  ail  effay  on  the  caufes  of  the  pef- 
tilence,  by  an  anonymous  author,  publiffied 
at  Edinburgh  in  175^,  in  which  this  difeaie 
is  faid  to  be  entirely  the  offspring  of  idlenefs, 
and  he  illustrates  this  by  its  being  more  apt  to 
arife  in  befieged  towns  than  any  other  fitua- 
tion  ; and  he  alledges  that  a falfe  alarm  of 
the  plague  will  actually  produce  it  by  throw- 
ing people  idle,  as  was  the  cafe,  he  affirms, 
when  the  plague  was  laft  at  Meffina. 

There  are  always  numbers  who  have  been 
preffed  into  the  fervice,  to  whom  a fea  life 
is  new,  and  who  are  therefore  prone  to  indor 
lence,  low  fpirits,  and  felf-negleft.  Men 
of  this  defcription  are  by  far  the  mofl  apt  to 
fall  into  the  fcurvy  ; and  next  to  the  quality 
of  the  food,  there  is  nothing  contributes 
more  to  promote  the  fcurvy  than  fuch  a dif- 
pofition.  It  is  indeed  both  a caufe  and  a 
iymptom  of  this  difeafe,  and  therefore  idle- 
nefs and  Jkulking  fhould  be  rigidly  difcou- 
raged,  unlefs  the  complaint  is  fo  far  ad- 
vanced as  to  render  it  cruel  and  even  impol- 
jible  to  force  men  to  take  exercifc. 


The 
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The  Conqueror,  of  74  guns,  one  of  our 
fquadron  in  the  laft  year  of  the  war,  was 
an  in  fiance  of  a Chip  in  which  only  the 
prime  feamen  were  attacked  with  the  fcur- 
vy,  and  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  upon  the 
fame  principle,  for  it  proceeded  from  their 
having  been  exempted  from  the  duty  of 
pumping,  in  which  the  inferior  clafles  of 
men  were  conftantly  employed,  owing  to 
the  leaky  fiate  of  the  fhip. 

As  low  fpirits  and  indolence  have  fuch  an 
unfavourable  effefl  upon  health,  it  would  be 
wife,  as  well  as  benevolent,  to  promote  what- 
ever produces  jollity,  contentment,  and  good 
humour,  fo  far  as  is  confiftent  with  fobriety 
and  regularity:  There  are  certain  rough 

fports  which  are  now  almoft  in  difufe  ; and 
whoever  would  revive  and  encourage  them, 
would  perform  a ufeful  office  to  the  fer- 
vice. 

« 

A fea  life  frequentl}  demands  violent 
temporary  exertions,  from  the  uncertainty 
of  the  weather,  and  other  incidents  ; fo  that 
men  are  more  expofed  to  extreme  fatigue 

and 
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and  fudden  calls  of  duty  in  this  than  in  any 
other  fituation  of  life.  Nothing  tends  more 
to  ftiorten  life  than  excefiive  bodily  labour 
and  watching  ; and  it  is  for  this  reafon  that 
feamen  in  general  are  fhort  lived,  and  that 
their  countenance  and  general  appearance 
make  them  appear  cider  than  they  really 
are  by  feveral  years.  This  is  remarkably 
the  cafe  when  a feaman  comes  to  be  up- 
wards of  forty  ; and  it  has  been  mentioned 
before,  that  a perfon  not  acquainted  with 
this  circumftance  will  make  a miftake  of 
ten  years  in  guelling  at  the  age  of  a feaman 
from  his  looks. 

Fatigue  being  therefore  frequently  the 
means  of  bringing  on  difeafe  and  breaking 
the  constitution,  as  much  tendernefs  is  due 
to  men  as  is  confident  with  the  neceflary 
duties  of  fervice.  This  is  a circumftance 
in  which  young  officers  are  apt  to  forget 
themfelves  ; and  they  fhould  take  care  how 
they  call  all  hands  wantonly,  and  oblige  men 
to  make  exertions  beyond  their  ftrength, 
especially  as  this  will  be  fubmitted  to  more 
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readily  by  failors  than  any  other  fet  of  men, 

from  the  generous  alacrity  of  their  nature. 

\ 

It  would  be  well  if  it  could  be  rendered 
convenient  at  all  times,  except  in  cafes  of 
danger  or  emergency,  to  put  the  men  at 
three  watches  inftead  of  watch  and  watch. 
By  the  former  arrangement  they  have  eight 
hours  deep  and  reft ; by  the  latter  only  four 
hours  are  allowed,  which  is  not  fufficient 
for  refreftiment,  nor  is  there  time  for  them 
to  get  dry,  in  cafe  they  have  been  expofed 
to  wet. 

It  would  be  a good  rule  to  have  as  few 
men  as  pofiible  out  of  bed  in  the  night- 
time, unlefs  where  aftive  fervice  renders  it 
neceflary  ; for,  if  unoccupied,  they  lie  about 
the  decks,  fall  afteep,  and  catch  cold.  In 
fuch  fituations,  might  not  all  the  top  men 
but  one  remain  on  the  forecaftle,  where  they 
might  take  exercife,  which  they  could  not 
do  aloft  ? I am  indebted  for  this  remark  to 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ramfay,  who  joins  to  a great 
knowledge  of  the  lea  fervice  a warm  and 
difinterefted  zeal  for  its  profperity',  and  has 

been 
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been  fo  good  in  feveral  other  inftances  as  to 
communicate  to  me  the  refults  of  his  expet.  '« 
rience  and  obfervation. 

The  good  effects  refulting  from  the  indul- 
gent treatment  of  men  are,  that  it'  encou- 
rages them  to  enter  into  the  fervice,  and  to 
do  their  duty  with  cheerfulnefs  and  refolu- 
tion.  There  is  fomething  more  daunting 
to  the  mind  of  man  to  fee  his  companions 
buffering  under  oppreflion  and  languifhing 
in  difeafe,  or  perifhing  miferably  from  fores 
or  licknefs,  than  in  the  terrors  of  fire  and 
fword,  which,  as  we  have  feen,  make  the 
leaff  part  of  the  calamities  of  war.  The 
good  treatment  of  feamen,  in  fo  far  as  it 
regards  their  health,  is  by  no  means  incom- 
patible with  flritft  dilciplinc.  Indeed  ffricft-  jj 
nefs  and  even  fever ity  is  neceffary  with  fea- 
men ; for  it  is  obferved  with  regard  to  men 
who  are  ufed  to  arbitrary  government,  that 
they  cannot  bear  indulgence  and  relaxation. 
But  the  fteady  enforcement  of  difcipline  and 
regularity  is  fo  far  from  being  akin  to  cruel- 
ty, that  it  tends  to  prevent  both  ficknefs 
and  the  commiflion  of  crimes,  confequently 
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rendering  the  infliction  of  punifliment  lefs 
frequent  and  neceflary.  The  chief  excel- 
lence in  the  character  of  an  officer  feems  to 

dulgence  and  humanity. 


conlift  in  uniting  ftriCt  dilcipline  with  iu- 


CONCLUSION. 

1 H E fubject  of  the  preceding  remarks 
has  been  the  prevention  of  difeafe,  and  it 
has  appeared  that  the  means  of  this  are  not 
fo  much  in  the  province  of  the  medical  pro- 
feflion  as  of  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with 
the  direction  of  the  navy  in  a civil  or  mili- 
tary capacity  ; and  that  with  regard  to  cure 
and  recovery  alfo,  a great  deal  depends  upon 
them,  by  their  having  it  in  their  power  to 
make  a fuitable  provifion  of  proper  diet  and 
cordials.  The  great  importance  of  the  fub- 
jeCt  will  plead  my  excufe  for  again  calling  to 
mind,  that  fuch  attentions  are  not  only  dic- 
tated by  humanity,  but  would  be  the  greatefl; 
wifdom  in  an  economical  and  national  light, 

confldering 
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confidering  how  expenfive  it  is  to  replace 
men  and  to  fupport  invalids,  not  to  mention 
that  it  is  upon  the  health  and  lives  of  men 
that  every  public  exertion  effentially  de- 
pends, and  upon  which  may  depend  not  only 
the  character  of  officers,  but  the  national 
character  in  the  day  of  battle* 

It  mud  be  confeffied,  that  though  there  is 
flill  room  for  improvement,  the  navy  is  now 
on  a better  footing  with  regard  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  feamen  than  it  appears  to 
have  been  in  former  times.  The  visuals 
were  in  general  in  the  late  war  of  excellent 
quality  ; the  civil  branch  has  ffiewn  in  many 
in  fiances  a readinefs  to  adopt  the  means  and 
to  furnifh  the  articles  that  were  recommend- 
ed for  the  health  of  the  men*;  and  mod; 
of  the  commanders  whom  I have  the  ho- 
nour to  know  are  humane,  attentive,  and 
intelligent. 

To  conclude  ; there  is  no  fituation  of  life 
in  which  there  is  room  for  more  virtues* 

* See  Part  I. 
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more  conduct  and  addrefs,  than  that  of  a 
fea  officer.  The  men  are  thrown  upon  his 
humanity  and  attention  in  more  views  than 
one  : they  are  fubjedt  to  a more  arbitrary 
exertion  of  power  than  the  conftitution  of 
the  ffate  authorifes  in  civil  life,  Englifhmen 
giving  up  into  his  hands,  from  coiffidera- 
tions  of  public  expediency,  that  which  they 
hold  moft  dear,  and  of  which  they  are  moffc 
jealous,  their  liberty.  It  is  the  character 
of  feamen  to  be  thoughtlefs  and  negledtful 
of  their  own  iutereft  and  welfare,  requiring 
to  be  tended  like  children  ; but  from  their 
bravery,  utility,  and  other  good  qualities, 
they  feem  entitled  to  a degree  of  parental 
tendernefs  and  attention  from  the  ftate  they 
protedt  and  the  officers  they  obey. 
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APPENDIX  to  PART  II. 


In  order  to  exhibit  a concife  view  of  the 
mod  material  obfervations  contained  in 
this  part  of  the  Work,  a Memorial,  de- 
livered to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  in 
Odober,  1781,  is  here  fubjoined, 

MEMORIAL, 

Propofing  Means  for  preventing  the  Sicknefs 
and  Mortality  prevailing  among  His  Ma- 
jelly’s  Seamen  in  the  Well  Indies. 

I HAVE  for  the  two  lad  years  attended  a 
fquadron,  confiding  feldom  of  lefs  than 
twenty  Ihips  of  the  line,  in  quality  of  phy- 
fician  to  the  fleet  at  Barbadoes  and  the  Lee- 
ward lllands.  I received,  by  the  order  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  a monthly  return 
from  the  furgeon  of  each  Ihip,  fetting  forth 
the  difeafes,  deaths,  and  other  circum- 
Aances  of  the  refpedive  fliips  companies* 

1 alfo 
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I alfo  fuperintended  the  hofpital  of  the  place 
where  the  fleet  happened  to  lie  when  in  port. 
Thefe  advantages  have  afforded  me  an  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  nature  and  caufes  of 
the  ficknefs  and  mortality  among  the  fea- 
men,  both  on  board  of  their  fhips  and  in 
hofpitals. 

It  appears  by  my  returns,  that  there  died 
in  the  courfe  of  the  twelve  months  prece- 
ding July  laft,  on  board  of  fhips,  feven  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  feamen  and  marines,  of 
whom  only  fifty-nine  died  in  battle  and  of 
wounds.  There  died  in  the  fame  time  in 
hofpitals  eight  hundred  and  fixty-two  : fo 
that  out  of  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred  and 
nine  men,  which  is  the  fum  total  of  the  com- 
plement of  twenty  fhips  of  the  line,  there 
have  perifhed  in  one  year  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  feventy-feven,  that  is  nearly 
every  feventh  man. 

*• 

There  were  alfo  fent  to  England  in  the 
fame  year,  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
difabled  by  lamenefs  and  chronic  complaints, 
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the  greater  part  of  whom  will  be  for  ever 
loft  to  the  fcrvice. 

The  degree  of  ficknefs  is  very  different  at 
different  times  but  it  appears  by  the  re- 
turns, that,  at  a medium,  there  has  been 
- one  man  in  fifteen  on  the  fick  lift. 

Having  employed  all  the  attention  of 
w hich  I was  capable  to  find  out  the  caufes 
of  this  ficknefs  and  mortality,  in  order,  if 
poftible,  to  point  out  the  means  of  preven- 
tion, I flatter  myfelf  with  being  able  to 
aflign  the  moft  general  caufes,  and  to  pro- 
pofc  fome  effectual  remedies. 

When  it  is  confidered  that  ficknefs  is  aj- 
moft  entirely  confined  to  fhips  of  two  and 
three  decks,  and  that  fome  of  thefe  are  as 
healthy  as  frigates  and  merchant  fhips, 
though  in  the  fame  circumftances  of  fervice 
with  others  that  are  extremely  fiekly,  we 
are  led  from  hence  to  infer,  that  ficknefs  is 
not  in  its  own  nature  unavoidable,  and  we 
are  encouraged  to  hope,  that  the  attainment 
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of  general  health  is  within  the  compafs  of 
human  management. 

I humbly  and  earneflly  folicit  attention 
to  fome  of  the  mold  material  obfervations 
and  conclufions  which  have  occurred  in  the 
courfe  of  a fervice,  which,  though  ffiort, 
has  been  extenfive ; and  whatever  is  here 
propofed  has  this  recommendation,  that  it  is 
eahly  practicable,  and  is  no  addition  to  the 
public  charges. 

Firft,  I hardly  ever  knew  a {hip’s  com- 
pany become  lickly  which  was  well  regu- 
lated in  point  of  cleanlinefs  and  drynefs.  It 
is  the  cuftom  in  fome  fhips  to  divide  the 
crew  into  fquads  or  divifions  under  the  in- 
fpeCtion  of  refpe&ive  officers-,  who  make  a 
weekly  review  of  their  perfons  and  clothing, 
and  are  anfwerable  for  the  cleanlinefs  and 

i regularity  of  their  feveral  allotments.  This 
ought  to  be  an  indifpenfable  duty  in  (hips  of 
two  or  three  decks  ; and  when  it  has  been 
pra&ifed,  and  at  the  fame  time  ventilation, 
cleanlinefs,  and  drynefs  below  and  between, 
decks,  have  been  attended  to,  I have  never 
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known  teamen  more  unhealthy  than  other 
men.  The  neglect  of  inch  attentions  is  a 
never- failing  caule  of  ficknefs. 

I would,  therefore,  with  all  becoming  cle- 
ference,  luggelt,  that  fuch  a regulation,  in- 
ftead  of  being  left  to  the  diferetion  of  offi- 
cers, fhould  be  made  a part  of  the  public 
inftruftions.  From  fo me  commanders,  who 
already  pradtife  thefe  rules,  the  advantage 
of  them  comes  to  be  known  ; and  would 
not  a public  fandtion  not  only  render  them 
general  and  permanent,  but  facilitate  the 
duty  of  the  officer,  by  making  fuch  a regu- 
lation appear  a matter  of  legal  neceflity, 
inftead  of  his  own  arbitrary  a <51  ? 

Secondly,  Scurvy  is  one  of  the  principal 
difeafes  with  which  leamen  are  afRidted,  and 
this  may  be  infallibly  prevented,  or  cured, 
by  vegetables  and  fruit,  particularly  oranges, 
lemons,  or  limes.  Thefe  might  be  fupplied 
by  employing  one  or  more  fmall  veflels  to 
colledt  them  at  different  iflands,  and  luch  an 
expedient  would  prevent  much  licknefs,  and 
fave  many  lives.  J am  well  convinced  thal 
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more  men  would  be  faved  by  fuch  a purvey- 
ance of  fruit  and  vegetables,  than  could  be 
raifed  by  double  the  expence  and  trouble  em- 
ployed on  the  impreft  fervice  ; fo  that  policy, 
as  well  as  humanity,  concur  in  recommend- 
ing it.  Every  fifty  oranges  or  lemons  might 
be  confidered  as  a hand  to  the  fleet,  inafmuch 
as  the  health,  and  perhaps  the  life,  of  a man 
would  thereby  be  faved. 

Thirdly,  The  ufe  of  wine,  in  place  of 
rum,  has  been  found  extremely  conducive 
to  health.  In  the  courle  of  my  obfervation 
I have  met  with  the  mo  ft  unqueftionable 
proofs  of  the  benefit  that  would  arife  from 
this  fubftitution.  It  is  a farther  reafon  for 
fuch  a change,  that  good  rum  is  feldom  or 
never  fupplied  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Fourthly,  The  neceflaries  provided  for  the 
lick  by  the  prefent  eftablifhment  are  not  at 
all  adequate,  efpecially  on  a diftant  ftation, 
where  the  fupply  is  not  regular,  and  the 
quantity  at  beft  is  fuch  as  can  contribute  but 
little  to  their  comfort  and  recovery.  An 
ample  provifion  might  be  made  for  the  fick, 

A a 3 without 
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without  any  additional  expcnce,  in  the  lol- 
lowing  manner  : 

It  is  a rule  in  the  fervice,  that  though 
men  are  lick,  their  ordinary  allowance  of 
fait  meat  and  other  victuals  is  neverthelefs 
ferved  out,  and  is  either  ufed  by  the  other 
feamen,  who  ftand  in  no  need  Ox  it,  or  is 
wafted.  Now,  if  the  purfers  were  inftruc- 
ted  to  provide  themfelves  with  ceitain  ipe- 
cies  of  neceftaries,  fuch  as  Madeira  wine, 
fug-ar,  rice,  and  dried  fruits,  to.  ferve  to  the 
ftck,  in  place  of  rum,  and  the  common  pro- 
vifions  of  the  (hip,  fuch  a regulation  would 
be  produaive  of  the  very  beft  effects,  m re- 
covering the  health,  and  prefcrving  the  lives 
of  thofe  men  who  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
taken  ill  in  a fituation  neceflanly  deftitute 
of  moft  of  the  comforts  that  can  alleviate 
their  fufferings.  I cannot  help  here  applaud- 
ing a late  regulation,  by  which  melafles  are 
fubftituted  for  part  of  the  oatmeal ; tor  the 
quantity  of  the  latter  heretofore  legally  al- 
lowed was  fo  much  greater  than  what  was 
neceftary,  that  one  half  of  it  has  common  y 

been  wafted. 
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It  is  to  be  obferved,  in  general,  with  re- 
gard to  the  Weft  Indies,  that  ftiips  on  fer- 
vicc  are  to  be  confidered,  in  a great  meaiure, 
in  the  light  of  Ihips  conftantly  at  fea  ; for, 
excepting  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  there  is 
no  other  port  in  which  frefh  meat  and  vege- 
tables can  be  procured  in  any  quantity,  and 
therefore  four  krout,  melafles,  and  fuch 
other  articles  of  antifcorbutic  diet  as  can  be 
fupplied  on  board,  are  abfolutely  neceftary. 
Fleets  could  hardly  exift  here,  were  it  not 
that  a warm  climate  is  naturally  more  unfa? 
vourable  to  the  fcurvy  than  a cold  one. 

Fifthly,  Though  the  health  of  a ftaip’s 
company  depends  chiefly  on  diet,  and  that 
difcipline  and  order  which  is  the  bulinefs  of 
officers,  yet  much  depends  alfo  on  the  me- 
dical art,  particularly  in  the  Weft  Indies; 
and  as  furgeoris  frequently  cannot  do  juftice 
to  the  men  without  wronging  themfelves, 
in  a country  where  the  price  of  every  thing 
is  exorbitant,  and  medicines  often  unfound. 
Government  would  find  its  account  in  fup- 
plying  gratuitoufly  fome  of  the  moft  coftly 

A a 4 articleSj 
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articles,  particularly  Peruvian  bark  in  a frefh 
flate,  frorrj  time  to  time,  from  England, 

Sixthly,  It  is  now  the  general  cuftom  to 
fend  every  lick  perfon  on  fhore  to  an  hofpi- 
tal,  where  there  is  frequently  worfe  air  and 
worfe  accommodation  than  on  board,  from 
overcrowding  the  apartments,.  Contagious 
difeafes,  though  not  l'o  common  as  in  Eu- 
rope, are  here  often  mixed  with  thofe  that 
are  not  fo,  whereby  numbers  are  infected  and 
Carried  off;  and,  befides  this,  the  land  air  is 
infinitely  more  unwholefome  in  the  Weft 
Indies  than  the  air  at  fea  or  in  a road.  The 
icurvy  is  perhaps  not  at  all  contagious,  nor 
is  it  very  difficult  of  cure  ; but  a number  of 
cafes  of  it  terminate  fatally  from  the  flux  or 
fever,  caught  either  by  contagion  in  hofpi- 
tals,  by  the  noxious  influence  of  land  vapours, 
or  by  intemperance.  I beg  leave,  there- 
fore, humbly  to  fuggeft,  that  as  few  lick 
as  poffible  of  any  difeafe,  but  what  is  con- 
tagious, be  fent  to  hofpitals,  and  that  fume 
method  be  eftablifhed  for  the  fupply  of  ve- 
getables and  other  refrefhments  to  the  lick 
on  board  of  their  fhips. 


Seventhly, 
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Seventhly,  Crowding,  filth,  and  the  mix- 
ture of  difeafes,  are  the  great  caufes  of  mor- 
tality in  hofpitals.  There  Ihould  be  a fpace 
of  five  hundred  cubic  feet  allowed  for  each 
man  ; and  in  general  the  fick  had  better  re- 
main on  board  than  be  crowded  beyond  that 
degree  ; or  relief  fhould  be  provided  to  the 
hofpital  by  an  hofpital  fhip,  which,  for  rea- 
sons already  given,  is  preferable  to  any  ac>? 
commodation  on  fhore ; and  fuch  an  infti- 
tution  would  be  more  particularly  proper  for 
the  reception  of  convalefcent  men. 

I would  beg  leave,  therefore,  earneftly 
to  recommend  that  cleanlinefs,  the  repara- 
tion of  difeafes,  and  a competent  fpace,  be 
regularly  enjoined  and  ftri&ly  enforced  in 
hofpitals  ; and  in  order  to  make  this  more 
pra&icable  in  the  great  fcale  of  fervice  now 
going  on,  I would  farther  propofe  that  hof- 
pital fhips  be  eflablifhcd  for  the  reception  of 
the  fick  or  recovering.  I know  from  exten- 
five  experience  and  clofe  obfervation,  that 
thefe  circumftances  are  more  efiential  than 
even  medicine  and  diet. 


Thefe 
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Thefe  are  a few  remarks  extracted  from  a 
jfcries  of  obfervations,  and  derived  from 
great  opportunities  of  experience.  Many 
other  remarks  would  fugged;  themfelves ; but 
I purpofely  confine  myfelf  to  what  is  highly 
important,  and  eafily  practicable,  with  lit- 
tle or  no  addition  to  the  public  expence. 
Some  of  the  improvements  recommended 
are  indeed  an  immediate,  and  all  of  them 
will  be  an  eventual,  faving  to  the  public. 

The  alterations  that  have  been  propofed 

nre, 

i ft,  The  eftablifhment  of  a certain  me- 
thod and  difcipline,  in  order  to  fecure  regu- 
larity and  cleanlinefs  among  the  men,  and 
to  render  the  fhips  clean  and  dry. 

2dly,  The  fupply  of  fruit  and  other  ve? 
getables  for  the  cure  of  the  fcurvy. 

3dly,  The  fubftitution  of  wine'-  for  rum. 

* Had  I then  known  the  falutary  effedts  of  porter 
and  fpruce  beer,  of  which  I have  fince  been  convinced, 
I fhould  have  propofed  them  as  fubflitutes  for  rum. 
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4th ly.  The  provifion  of  an  adequate  quan- 
tity of  qecefl'aries  for  the  lick. 

5thly,  The  gratuitous  fupply  of  certain 
tnedicines. 

6thly,  The  curing  of  certain  difeafes  on 
board  inftead  of  fending  them  to  hofpitals  ; 
and, 

Laftly,  The  preventing  of  filth,  crowd- 
ing, and  the  mixture  of  difeafes  in  hofpitals, 
by  proper  regulations,  and  by  eftablilhing 
bofpital  fhips. 

I beg  leave  again  to  call  to  mind,  that 
j 5 1 8 deaths  from  difeafe,  befides  350  inva- 
lids, in  12,109  men,  in  the  courfe  of  one 
year,  is  an  alarming  wafte  of  Britilh  feamcn, 
being  a number  that  would  man  three  of 
Jdis  Majefty’s  fhips  of  the  line  ; and  what  I 

advance  is  from  a real  convidion  that  a due 

attention  to  the  above-mentioned  propofi- 
tions  would  fave  more  than  two  thirds  of 

the  feamen  that  would  otherwife  die  in  that 

climate.  It  was  to  fet  this  in  a proper  light 

that 
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that  I req ue fled  leave  to  quit  my  duty  during 
the  abfence  of  the  greater  part  of  the  fqua- 
drou  in  the  hurricane  months  ; and  fhould 
any  thing  I propofe  meet  with  public  appro- 
bation, and  be  carried  into  effedt,  I fhould 
efteem  it  a recompence  far  above  any  other 
gratification  I can  deriye  from  the  fervice. 

London, 

O£tober  13,  1781. 

To  tfe  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commiflioncrs 
of  the  Admiralty. 


Next  year  the  following  Supplement  to 
the  preceding  Memorial  was  fent  to  the 
Board  of  Admiralty  ; 

Supplement  to  the  Memorial  delivered 
laft  Year  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 

SINCE  my  return  to  my  duty  on  this 
ftation,  additional  experience  has.  afforded 
me  farther  practical  confirmation  ot  the 
utility  of  the  former  propofals. 

The 
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The  great  fquadron  employed  on  this  flation 
has,  by  the  attention  of  the  Commiffioners 
of  Victualling,  and  alfo  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  been  fupplied  with  moil:  of  the 
articles  recommended,  in  fuch  quantities  as 
to  prove  their  efficacy  ; and  indeed  the  final  1 
degree  of  mortality  in  companion  of  former 
times,  is  a fufficient  demonilration  of  this. 

I beg  leave  to  give  an  inflance  in  the  For- 
midable of  the  great  and  falutary  efte&s  of 
the  propofed  improvements.  This  ihip  left 
England,  furniihed  not  only  with  four  krout 
and  melaifes,  in  common  with  moil  others 
in  the  fquadron,  but  what  was  peculiar  to 
herfelf  was,  an  entire  fupply  of  good  wine 
in  place  of  fpirits ; and  an  experiment  has 
been  made  in  this  inftance,  under  my  own 
eye,  to  afeertain  what  degree  of  health  it 
was  poffible  to  attain  in  a great  ffiip  in  this 
climate.  With  the  above  advantages,  toge- 
ther with  good  difeipline  and  medical  care, 
no  man  * died  of  difeafe  from  December, 

i;8r, 

* The  authenticity  of  this  faff,  as  well  as  every  other 
aflertion  in  this  work  relating  to  the  mortality  in  the 

fleet. 
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1781,  to  May,  1782,  and  only  thirteen 
were  lent  to  hofpitals,  whole  complaints 
were  fmall  pox  and  ulcers.  In  the  months 
of  May  and  June  laft,  when  at  Jamaica, 
there  died  of  difeafe  in  this  fhip,  three  men, 
and  leventeen  were  fent  to  the  hofpital, 
moll:  of  whom  had  contracted  their  ficknefs 
on  board  of  French  prizes. 

In  the  relt  of  the  fleet  the  health  was  in 
proportion  to  the  wine  and  other  refrelh- 
meats,  and  the  cleanlinefs,  good  order,  and 
dil'cipline  obferved. 

In  the  fquadron  I attended  the  halt  five 
months,  which  feldom  confifled,  during  the 
laft  three  months  of  that  time,  of  lefs  than 
forty  fhips  of  the  line,  there  have  died  of 
difeafe  about  350  men,  and  about  1000  have 
been  fent  to  holpitals  ; a degree  of  ficknefs 
and  mortality  which,  though  not  greater 
than  what  frequently  prevails  in  Europe,  I 
am  perfuaded  would  have  been  Hill  lefs, 

* / 

fleet,  may  be  proved  from  the  Ihip’s  books,  depofited  at 
the  Navy  Office. 
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had  the  improvements  propofed  been  com- 
plied with  in  a manner  more  ex  ten  five  and 
complete,  and  had  the  general  rules  of  dif- 
cipline  and  cleanlinefs  been  kept  up  with 
due  and  equal  ftri&nefs  throughout  the  fleet. 

This  lad  article,  which,  being  the  mod: 
important,  I have  placed  fil'd  in  the  prece- 
ding memorial,  it  is  only  in  the  power  of 
fupreme  authority  to  enforce  ; and  my  addi- 
tional experience  and  obfervation  have  lo  far 
confirmed  me  in  the  opinion  of  the  utilitv 
of  this,  as  well  as  the  other  articles,  that  I 
hope  to  be  again  pardoned  for  repeating  my 
humble  and  earned  lolicitations  that  thefe 
regulations  may  be  farther  extended  and  en- 
forced. 

Formidable, 

At  Port  Royal,  Jamaica, 

July  16,  1782. 
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DESCRIPTION  AND  TREATMENT 

OF  THE 

'’9 

DISEASES 

MOST  commonly  occurring  in 

FLEETS  IN  HOT  CLIMATES. 

It  was  mentioned  in  the  Introduction  to  , 
this  work,  that  though  my  opportunities  of 
experience  were  extenfive,  feveral  obftacles 
had  prevented  me  from  making  obfervations 
fo  accurately  as  could  have  been  wifhed. 
Thefe  were  chiefly  the  bad  accommodation 
of  the  fick  at  fome  of  the  hofpitals,  and 
the  lhortnels  of  our  ftay  at  any  one  place, 

which  feldom  exceeded  lix  weeks  or  two 

• 

months,  and  prevented  me  from  completing 
fuch  obfervations  as  I have  happened  to  be 
engaged  in.  But  having  praCtifcd  among 
great  numbers,  obfervations  neceflarily  aroie 

from 
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from  the  comparifon  of  fo  many  cafes  ; and 
-amidft  the  variety  of  fituations  connected 
with  the  emergencies  and  hardfhips  of  war, 
nature  is  feen  in  certain  pofitions  and  under 
certain  trials  which  are  not  met  with  in 
common  life.  I fhall  therefore  defcribe  the 
difeafes  fuch  as  they  occurred,  and  fhall  add 
fuch  remarks  on  practice  as  I could  afcertain* 

The  following  obfervations  fhall  be  con- 
fined chiefly  to  what  1 have  called  the  fea 
epidemics,  viz.  Fevers,  Fluxes,  and  the 
Scurvy. 
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. CHA  P.  I. 

Of  Fevers. 


Though  it  is  impoffible  to  refer  every 
particular  cafe  of  fever  to  a diftindt  clais,  on 
account  of  the  mixed  and  anomalous  fymp- 
toms  that  arile,  yet  there  are  certain  dii- 
tinguifhing  features  which  afford  fufficient 
ground  for  dividing  them  into  different 
kinds,  and  fuch  a divifion  will  at  lead  ferve 
to  facilitate  defeription,  and  to  afford  room 
for  laying  down  the  outlines  of  practice. 

The  fevers  which  occurred  moft  frequent- 
ly on  board  of  fhips,  and  at  naval  hofpitals 
belonging  to  the  fleet  in  which  I was  em- 
ployed, were  the  infections'  fhip  fever, 
(which  is  the  fame  with  the  jail  and  hofpi- 
tal  fever)  the  bilious  remitting  fever,  and 
the  malignant  yellow  fever. 


i.  Of 


I 
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i.  Of  the  infe&ious  Ship  Fever. 

This  does  not  occur  fo  frequently  in  hot 
ns  in  cold  climates,  both  becaufe  it  is  the 
difeafe  of  fhips  newly  fitted  out,  which  they 
feldom  are  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  becaufc 
there  is  fomething  in  the  warmth  of  a cli- 
mate which  presents  the  production  of  con- 
tagion, as  has  been  formerly  remarked.  But 
as  great  fleets  arrived  from  time  to  time  in 
the  Weft  Indies  from  Europe,  with  num- 
bers of  men  labouring  under  this  fever, 
there  were  fufficient  opportunities  of  making 
obfervations  upon  it. 

It  has  been  fo  well  defcribed  by  Sir  John 
Pringle,  Dr.  Lind,  and  other  writers,  that 
it  is  unneceffary  to  enter  into  a minute  de- 
tail of  all  its  different  appearances  in  its 
feveral  ftages  ; and  I fhall  content  myfelf 
with  recounting  fome  of  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhing  fymptoms,  and  with  marking  the 
peculiarities  that  arofe  from  the  influence  of 
the  climate* 


B b 2 
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This  fever  is  extremely  various  in  its 
fymptoms  and  in  its  degree  of  malignity 
and  fatality.  We  are  told  in  fome  of  the 
hiftories  of  the  jail  diftemper,  that,  upon 
its  fird:  attack,  few  efcaped  that  were  feized 
with  it ; but  that  afterwards  it  grew  more 
mild  ; and  it  has  been  already  obferved,  that 
the  contagious  poifon  of  fever  differs  from 
that  of  fmall  pox  and  -other  fpecific  infec- 
tions, by  varying  in  its  degrees  of  virulence. 

There  are,  however,  certain  chara<£teridic 
fymptoms  pretty  conftant  in  this  fever  in  all 
its  forms. 

One  of  the  moll:  remarkable  of  thefe  is  a 
greater  degree  of  mufcular  debility  than  what 
takes  place  in  other  fevers,  and  it  deferves  to 
be  mentioned  firft,  as  being  one  of  the  mod: 
conftant.  It  is  alfo  a tolerably  true  index  of 
the  degree  of  malignity,  the  danger  being 
in  proportion  to  this  fymptom.  • In  the  more 
advanced  ftages  of  the  fever,  a tremor  of  the 
hands,  and  of  the  tongue  when  put  out,  is 
a conflant  fymptom,  and  feems  to  be  con- 
liedled  with  this  weak  flate  of  the  mufcular 

fibres. 
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fibres.  I have  feen,  however,  extreme  de- 
bility without  tremor  in  cafes  too  of  the 
greateft  danger,  and  it  was  obfervable  in 
thefe  that  there  was  little  or  no  delirium. 

Another  ftriking  character  of  this  fever  is 
the  delirium  of  a particular  kind  which  ufu- 
ally  attends  it.  Serifation  and  reafon  are  here 
in  a date  uncommonly  depraved  ; and  it  is 
in  this  fort  of  fever  oftener  than  any  other 
that  we  find  a total  deprivation  of  them  in 
the  fymptom  called  coma.  The  delirium  is 
feldom  of  a wild,  ungovernable  kind,  fuch 
as  occurs  in  inflammatory  continued  fevers, 
in  the  violent  paroxyfms  of  intermitting  and 
remitting  fevers,  or  in  inflammations  of 
the  brain.  It  is,  however,  conne&ed  with 
great  buffering  ; and  this  confifts  in  anguifh 
rather  than  pain,  firewing  itfelf  by  outward 
tremor,  agitation,  and  what  is  called  the 
Jloccorum  colleclio  ; alfo  by  fighing,  mumb- 
ling, and  moaning,  fymptoms  always  indi- 
cating danger. 

Delirium  is  a fymptom,  to  the  nature  and 
appearances  of  which  I have  been  particu- 

B b 3 larly 


374 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  FEVRRS. 


FART  III. 


larly  attentive,  in  confequence  of  a painful 
and  diligent  attendance  upon  fome  cafes  in 
which  I was  particularly  interefted  from 
friendship  and  affection,  and  in  which  this 
was  a remarkable  Symptom.  It  feems  chiefly 
to  confifl  in  a falfe  reference  of  our  fenfa- 
tions,  whether  external  or  internal ; and 
this  is  in  no  fort  of  fever  more  evident 
than  in  this.  When  any  painful  impref- 
fion,  for  inftance,  is  made  by  an  external 
body,  the  patient,  if  in  a ftate  of  delirium, 
does  not  refer  it  juftly  to  the  part  affefled ; 
but  the  general  agitation  and  incoherence  of 
Sentiments  will  be  aggravated  for  the  time. 
I have  known  a degree  of  heat  applied  to 
the  extremities  Sufficient  to  blifter  them, 
yet  the  part  did  not  fhrink,  though  the  ra- 
ving and  general  uneafinefs  were  increafed. 
In  like  manner,  with  regard  to  internal  fen- 
fations,  when  an  irritation  is  excited  to  ex- 
pel the  urine  or  feces,  the  mind  does  not  re- 
cognize it  as  Such,  but  from  a fenfe  of  unea- 
finefs, probably  miftaken  for  Something  elfe, 
an  effort  is  made  to  relieve  nature,  which 
is  done  without  a proper  confcioufnefs,  and 
certain  Symptoms  are  produced  which  are 

well- 
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well-known  marks  of  danger  in  this  fever. 
In  watching  thofe  who  have  been  under  the 
influence  of  delirium,  I have  obferved  it  in- 
creafe  when  any  particular  want  of  nature 
urged,  and  this  would  continue  for  fome 

(time,  the  patient  being  incapable  of  procu- 
ring himfelf  immediate  relief  on  account  of 
the  falfe  reference  of  fenfation  that  has  been 
mentioned  ; but  he  would  become  calm  af- 
ter voiding  the  urine  or  feces , or  after  re- 
ceiving fomething  to  drink,  according  to  the 
particular  want  that  was  prefent  at  the  time. 
So  great  is  the  diforder  in  the  common 
courfe  of  fenfation  in  this  fever,  that  a per- 
fon  ill  of  it  has  been  even  unconfcious  of  in- 
flammations of  vital  parts,  which,  in  the  na- 
tural ftate  of  the  nerves,  would  have  excited 
the  moft  acute  pain,  and  would  have  been 
diftindtly  referred  to  the  part  atfedled,  but 
were  not  difeovered  nor  fufpedted  till  infpec- 
tion  after  death*.  I remember  one  cafe  in 

which 

* I fancied  that  my  reafoning  on  this  fnbjedt  was  in 
a great  meafure  new ; but  I lately  met  with  the  follow- 
ing paflages  in  Celt'us  and  Hippocrates,  which  leem  to 
be  illuftrative  of  the  fame  idea  : — Quibus  caufa  doloris, 
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which  there  were  found  large  erofions,  and 
even  holes  in  the  inteftines,  without  any 
preceding  complaint  that  could  have  led  to 
fufpeft  fuch  an  appearance.  It  would  ap- 
pear that  the  motions  excited  in  the  brain 
and  nerves  in  fuch  cafes,  inftead  of  produ- 
cing the:  fenfations  naturally  belonging  to 
them,  ferve  to  excite  difagreeable  emotions 
of  a different  kind,  in  which  delirium  con- 
hfls.  It  feem.s  to  be  from  the  fame  depraved 
flate  of  fenfation,  that  when  a phthifical 
perfon  is  feized  with  this  fort  of  fever,  his 
cough  is  for  the  time  fufpended.  I have 
feen  the  fame  circumflance  occur  in  a ma- 
niacal cafe.  From  a like  caufe  it  fometimes 
happens  in  dangerous  cafes  of  fever,  that 
in  the  height  of  delirium  the  epiglottis  lofes 
its  natural  irritability,  fo  that  liquids  in  the 
aft  of  Iwallowing  are  apt  to  get  into  the 

ncque  fenfus  ejus  eft,  his  mens  laborat.  Celfus,  Lib.  ii. 
cap.  vii.  which  is  nearly  a tranflation  of  the  following 

aphorifm  of  Hippocrates: 'Oxocroi  ironorr 6,-  ti  rZ  criofAxroi,  rk 

riot  rratiot  ax  k-crSatoua1,  TaTioiciy  v yvupn  hoctiii.  Hippoe. 
Aphor.  Lib.  ii.  Aphor.  6. 

The  fame  principle  is  ingenioufly  explained  by  Mr. 
Hunter  in  his  Lectures. 

windpipe. 
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windpipe,  fo  as  to  excite  coughing  and 
threaten  fuffocation,  as  I have  obferved  in 
fome  cafes  that  came  under  my  care. 

All  thefe  different  forms  of  delirium  arc 
figns  of  a body  extremely  difordered  in  its 
functions,  and  forbode  great  danger. 

The  next  fymptom  I fhall  mention  as 
moft  charatteriftic  of  this  fort  of  fever  is, 
the  fpots  known  by  the  name  of  pctcchi & 
and  vibices , which,  though  far  from  being 
conftant,  are,  perhaps,  more  peculiar  to  it 
than  any  other  fymptom.  They  occur  only 
in  the  latter  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  and  in 
cafes  of  confiderable  danger.  The  common 
opinion  concerning  their  caufe  is,  that  the 
blood  is  in  fuch  a diflolved  ftate,  that  the 
red  part  of  it  is  effufed  into  the  cellular 
membrane.  The  appearance  in  fuch  bodies 
as  1 have  infpe&cd,  l'eems  to  favour  this 
opinion  ; for  there  was  hardly  any  coagula- 
tion of  the  blood  in  the  great  veffels,  and 
in  (lead  of  thole  firm  fubfhances,  called  po- 
lypi, in  the  heart,  there  were  only  loft  gru- 
mous  bodies,  which  were  fo  tender  in  their 

confiflence, 
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confidence,  that,  upon  being  handled,  they, 
as  it  were,  dilTolved.  Since  the  improved 
method  of  treating  thefe  fevers  has  been 
generally  adopted,  this  fymptom  feldom 
occurs  ; for  in  mod:  cafes  it  may  be  called 
an  artificial  fymptom,  chiefly  arifing  from 
clofe  apartments  and  the  heat  of  bed  clothes. 

Jt  may  be  confide  red  as  a peculiarity  of 
this  fever,  that  it  is  more  indefinite  in  its 
crifis  than  mod  others.  I11  continued  fevers 
of  the  inflammatory  kind,  there  are  frequent 
attempts  at  remifiion,  there  are  certain  pe-p 
riodical  exacerbations,  and  there  is  generally 
a diflinft  crifis  marked  by  a freedom  of  the 
fccretions  and  turbid  urine  : but  in  the  fever 
of  which  we  are  treating,  though  the  par 
tient  is  generally  fomewhat  worfe  towards 
the  evening  and  during  the  night,  its  courle 
is  more  equable,  and  the  tranfition  from 
ficknefs  to  health  is  infenfible  and  gradual, 
being  feldom  marked  with  aiiy  perceptible 
crifis. 

The  fymptom  next  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
though  a minute  one,  is  very  con fl: ant  and 

charac- 
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chara&eriftic  in  this  fort  of  fever.  It  is  a 
peculiar  heat  in  the  fkin,  communicated  to 
the  hand  of  another  perfon.  It  is  ufual  to 

Igrafp  the  wrift  of  the  patient  after  feeling 
his  pulfe,  in  order  to  examine  the  ftate  of 

I the  Ikin  in  point  of  heat  and  moifture  ; and 
in  doing  this  a glow  of  heat  is  imprefled  on 
the  palm  of  the  hand,  which  lafts  for  fome 
hours,  if  one  fhould  neglefl  fo  long  to  wafli 
the  hands.  I have  never  met  with  this 
fymptom  in  any  of  the  fporadic  fevers  of 
England,  though  I am  informed  it  fome- 
times  occurs  in  thefe. 


The  fever  we  are  treating  of  differs  alfo 
from  the  fporadic  nervous  fever  of  Eng- 
land, and  from  moft  others  of  the  continued 
kind,  in  being  attended  with  a more  copious 
fecretion  of  bile,  which,  when  thrown  up, 
is  generally  green,  or,  as  it  is  otherwife 
called,  of  a porraceous  colour.  This  fymp- 
tom  takes  place  in  all  climates  ; but  is  more 
remarkable  in  a hot  climate,  as  might  be 
expected. 
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Thefe  are  the  chief  charadteriflic  fymp- 
toms  of  this  fever.  I (hall  next  point  out 
fuch  modifications  of  it  as  occurred  in  the 
Weft  Indies  from  the  influence  of  climate. 

In  the  fir  ft  place,  when  this  fevc  • prevail- 
ed on  board  of  any  (hip  that  arriv  1 from  a 
northern  climate,  it  was  foon  after  fucceed- 
ed  by,  or,  as  it  were,  converted  into,  a dy- 
fentery  ; for  thofe  (hips  that  arrived  either 
from  England  or  North  America  with  the 
greateft  ftock  of  feverifh  infection,  were  the 
mod  fubjedt  to  fluxes,  after  being  two  or 
three  months  in  the  Weft  Indies.  This 
was  formerly  made  ufe  of  as  an  argument, 
to  prove  that  the  dyfentery  proceeds  from 
the  fame  caufe  with  fever,  taking  a diffe- 
rent determination,  from  circumftances  of 
climate  and  conftitution. 

Secondly,  It  fometimes  happens  that  men, 
under  the  influence  of  this  infedlion,  are 
more  apt  than  others  to  be  afkdted  with 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  the  climate  upon  their 
firft  arrival.  A very  ftriking  inftance  of  this 

has  been  mentioned  in  the  cafe  of  men  that 

were 
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were  prefled  into  the  Formidable  at  New 
York,  fome  of  whom  had  the  common  fhip 
fever  on  the  paflage  ; others,  v 'ton  our  arri- 
val at  Barbadoes,  were  feized  with  the  yel- 
low fever,  and  were  the  only  men  in  the 
fleet  who  had  it  at  that  time.  There  was 
another  in  fiance  in  the  recruits  brought 
from  England  by  the  Anion,  who  were 
feized  with  a fever  on  board  of  the  Royal 
Oak;  and  in  this  fever  the  {kin  and  eyes 
were  yellow,  though  without  any  fymp- 
toms  of  malignancy 

Thirdly,  It  happened  in  fome  fhips  -f- 
that  the  infection  was  kept  up  for  leverai 
months  after  arriving  in  the  climate,  from  a 
negledt  of  cleanlinefs,  or  the  want  of  an  op- 
portunity of  removing  thofe  who  were  in- 
fected to  an  hofpital.  It  did  not  in  thefe 
take  a dyfenteric  turn,  as  in  moft  of  the 
other  fhips,  but  differed  from  the  fhip  fever 
of  colder  climates,  as  above  defcribed,  in. 
fome  particulars,  which  I fhall  here  enu- 

* See  page  181. 

■f  Seepages  125  and  126. 
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merate*  All  the  fymptoms  were  milder: 
it  was  more  protradted*  and  lefs  dangerous. 
In  the  beginning  there  was  but  little  diffe- 
rence, only  the  fymptoms  were  lefs  violent ; 
but  in  the  fucceeding  period  of  the  diieafe 
the  pulfe  deviated  very  little  from  the  natural 
flandard,  and  the  fkin  felt  cold  and  clammy. 
The  tongue  was  white  ; and  this  did  not 
feem  fo  much  owing  to  any  fur  covering  it, 
as  to  its  being  itfelf  of  a pale,  lifelefs  colour, 
as  well  as  the  face,  and  it  appeared  larger  in 
iize  than  natural.  The  teeth  were  clogged 
with  a white  fur.  Thofe  aftedted  with  this 
fever  were  fubjedt  to  faintings,  and  had  a 
conftant  uncomfortable  languor  and  liftleff- 
nefs.  Mott  of  them  had  a deep-feated  pain 
in  the  occiput,  and  an  oppreffion  at  the 
ftomach,  but  without  any  inclination  to 
vomit.  The  unfavourable  fymptoms  were 
coma,  delirium,  and  a yellownefs  of  the  fkin. 
1 never  remember  to  have  leen  petechia?  in 
any  of  them.  The  favourable  fymptoms 
were  a warm  moifture,  or  a miliary  erup- 
tion on  the  fkin,  and  a gentle  diarrhoea , 
which,  however,  if  negledted,  was  in  dan- 
ger of  degenerating  into  an  incuiable  flux. 

A great 
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A great  number  were  feized  with  this  fever 
in  the  Alcide,  in  July,  1783,  and  what  is 
remarkable,  moft  of  them  had  the  tape 
worm,  as  I was  informed  by  Mr.  Telford, 
the  furgeon  of  that  (hip,  who  frequently 
obliged  me  with  valuable  remarks  ; and  he 
obferved  alfo,  that  it  was  evidently  infecti- 
ous, and  that  the  lkin  communicated  the 
fame  difagreeable  feeling  to  the  hand  as  was 
mentioned  above. 

Though  the  inflammatory  fever  does  not 
often  occur  in  hot  climates,  yet,  as  it  is  of 
great  confequence  to  diflinguifh  it  in  all 
cafes  from  the  infectious  fever  of  which  we 
are  treating,  it  may  not  be  improper,  nor 
uninflrudive,  here  to  point  out  the  moft 
remarkable  differences.  There  is  more  re- 
femblance  in  their  fymptoms,  efpecially  to- 
wards the  beginning,  than  might  at  firft  be 
fuppofed  ; and  as  it  is  very  material  to  avoid 
error  with  regard  to  the  practice,  which,  in 
thefe  two  lbrts  of  fevers,  ought  to  be  very 
different,  and  even  oppofite,  I have  taken 
particular  pains  to  difcriminate  them. 


The 
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The  continued  inflammatory  fever  is  very 
uncommon  in  the  Weft  Indies;  but  in  the 
form  in  which  I have  met  with  it  in  North 
America  and  England,  there  are  cafes  in 
which  the  blood  is  fizy  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  the  difeafe,  even  without  local 
affection,  though,  in  general,  there  is  more 
or  lefs  rheumatifm,  or  pulmonic  inflamma- 
tion. The  fymptoms  which  chiefly  diftin- 
guifh  fuch  cafes  from  the  fever  before  de- 
fcribed  are,  a greater  degree  of  mufcular 
ftrength,  a more  violent  delirium,  pale 
urine,  a more  parched  tongue  and  fkin, 
greater  heat  and  third,  and  a pulie  more 
frequent  and  ftrong,  with  a particular  fharp- 
nels.  There  is  another  fymptom  fometimes 
occurring,  which  I conflder  as  ftrongly  cha- 
raderiftic  of  a fever  of  an  inflammatory  na- 
ture. This  is  a watery  diarihosa,  without 
faces  and  without  gripes,  the  ftools  confid- 
ing chiefly  of  the  drink  as  it  was  taken  in. 
There  feems  here  to  be  a fuipenfion  of  the 
power  of  ablorption  as  well  as  fecretion  in 
the  bowels,  in  conlequence  ot  a general 
fpafm  on  the  extreme  veii'els  ; for  there 
is  hardly  even  bile  or  mucus  in  the  dools. 

There 
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There  is  alfo  a particular  appearance  of  the 
mouth  conne&ed  with  this  type  of  fever, 
which  is  better  learned  by  the  eye  than  by 
defcription.  It  confifts  chiefly  in  a want 
of  moifture  on  the  lips,  and  a drynefs  and 
fhining  appearance  of  the  teeth.  With 
thefe  fymptoms,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
patient  will  bear  the  lancet  in  very  advanced 
ftages  of  the  difeafe.  Thefe  fevers  feldom 
occur  but  in  a fporadic  way,  unlefs  when 
there  is  fome  peculiarity  of  feafon,  as  at 
New  York  in  autumn,  1782.  They  are 
alfo  more  frequent  among  the  better  than 
the  lower  fort  of  people. 

By  comparing  thefe  fymptoms  with  thofe 
of  the  infe&ious  fever  above  defcribed,  there 
will  appear  an  obvious  difference  in  their  na- 
ture, and  evident  reafons  for  varying  their 
treatment. 
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Treatment  of  the  Ship  Fever. 

WHEN  the  body  is  thrown  into  di  (or- 
der by  an  attack  of  fever,  the  firfl  ftep  to  be 
taken  is  to  clear  the  ftomach  and  bowels  of 
their  crude  and  acrid  contents,  confifting 
either  of  the  food  imperfectly  digefted,  or 
the  depraved  natural  l'ecretions.  So  great 
is  the  difturbance  produced  by  fuch  offend- 
ing matter,  that,  when  nature  is  freed  from 
this  embarraffment,  the  functions'  of  the 
body  are  frequently  by  this  alone  reftored  to 
their  proper  exercife,  and  a remiffion  pro- 
duced. It  feems  probable  alfo,  that  this, 
evacuation  proves  falutary  not  only  by  re- 
moving the  morbid  ftimulus,  but  by  pre- 
venting the  abforption  of  corrupted  or  ill- 
concocted  juices  into  the  mafs  of  blood,, 
which  would  tend  ftill  farther  to  derange 
the  functions  of  life.  But  perhaps  the  cir- 
cumftance  that  firft  fuggeffed  the  utility  of 
evacuating  the  ftomach,  as  the  firft  ftep  in 
the  cure  of  fevers,  was  the  naufea  fo  com- 
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mon  in  the  beginning  of  them,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a natural  indication  of  this 
praftice.  It  farther  appears  rational,  that* 
as  acute  difeafes  generally  come  on  fuddenly* 
and  find  the  body  in  a ftate  of  repletion 
from  the  recent  ingejfa , the  mod  obvious 
means  of  relief  fhould  be  to  free  the  bowels, 
and  particularly  the  flomach,  from  what  is 
foreign  and  oppreffive  to  it.  It  feems  alfo 
probable,  that  the  naufea  and  the  aft  of  vo- 
miting have  a falutary  effeft  independent  of 
evacuation  ; for  I have  feen  relief  produced 
from  thefe  when  nothing  was  evacuated. 
Such,  indeed,  is  the  great  and  univerfal  in- 
fluence and  fympathy  of  the  ftomach,  that 
the  operation  of  vomiting  affefts  every  fibre 
of  the  body,  and  has  been  known  to  refolve 
tumours  in  the  mod  diflant  parts.  An  early 
adminiflration  of  an  emetic  is  therefore  the 
firft  flep  to  be  taken  in  the  treatment  of 
this  as  well  as  moft  other  fevers. 

If  it  is  given  in  fmall  divided  dofes,  it  will 
mod  probably  evacuate  the  bowels  down- 
wards ; and  the  moft  convenient  form  for 
this  purpofe  is  a folution  of  emetic  tartar.  If 

C c 2 it 


part  m. 


388  ✓ OBSERVATIONS-  ON  FEVERS. 

it  Ihould  not  have  this  efFeft,  home  brilk 
purgative  medicine  Ihould  be  given  foon  after 
the  operation  of  it. 

I mention  thefe  evacuations  before  blood 
letting ; for  though  this  ought  to  be  firft  in 
thofe  cafes  in  which  it  is  proper,  it  is  here 
feldom  neceflary,  and  we  may  pronounce  it 
to  be  a remedy  very  ill  adapted  to  this  fort 
of  fever,  particularly  in  a hot  climate.  It 
fometimes  happens,  however,  that  there  is 
violent  head-ach,  pain  of  the  back  and  limbs, 
with  a throbbing  pulfe  ; and  thefe  fymp- 
toms  may  in  the  very  beginning  not  only 
juftify,  but  require  the  loling  fome  blood 
before  the  adminiftration  of  the  emetic  or 
purgative. 

The  next  means  of  relief  I fhall  mention, 
and  alfo  the  mod:  probable  means  of  cut- 
ting Ihort  the  difeafe,  is  to  excite  univerfal 
fweat.  This  being  an  imitation  of  nature, 
is  founded  on  reafon  as  well  as  experience ; 
for  it  is  by  fweating  that  the  fit  of  an  inter- 
mittent is  relieved  and  terminated  ; and  con- 
tinued fevers  in  general,  if  not  always,  be- 
gin 
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gin  with  a fit  of  the  fame  kind.  A dry  fkin, 
accompanied  with  heat,  is  one  of  the  mod; 
conflant  as  well  as  troublefome  and  uneafy 
Symptoms  in  all  fevers  ; and  it  would  appear 
from  the  peculiar  heat  of  the  fkin  in  this 
fort  of  fever,  that  there  is  either  a more 
than  common  acrimony  of  the  matter  of 
perfpiration,  or  fometliing  peculiar  in  the 
mode  of  circulation  on  the  furface  of  the 
body.  Sweating  does  not  feem  to  operate 
entirely  by  the  evacuation  of  acrimony,  for 
no  relief  is  procured  by  it  if  it  is  partial  ; 
and  it  is  evident  from  a number  of  fafls 
that  the  flate  of  the  brain  and  vifcera  de- 
pends on  that  of  the  external  furface  of  the 
body  ; for  a free  flate  of  the  pores  of  the 
fkin,  provided  it  is  general,  tends  more  than 
any  other  circumflance  to  relieve  internal 
pain,  and  alfo  to  take  off  delirium.  The 
good  effefl  of  fweating  feems,  therefore, 
chiefly  to  depend  on  a general  relaxed  flate 
of  the  fmali  vefTels  on  the  furface  of  the 
body  ; and  it  ought  to  be  effected,  if  pofli- 
ble,  by  gentle,  foothing  means,  and  not  by 
fuch  regimen  and  medicines  as  heat  the  body 
and  accelerate  the  circulation.  This  inten- 
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tion  is  b^fl:  anfwered  in  the  beginning  by  mo- 
derate doles  of  antimonial  medicines,  and 
either  James’s  powder  or  tartar  emetic  may 
be  employed.  The  firft  is  a more  certain 
fudorific,  being  lefs  apt  than  the  otliei  to 
run  off  by  the  bowels  \ and  its  effedt  will 
be  Hill  more  certain,  if  accompanied  with  a 
mild  opiate,  rendered  diaphoretic  b y fpiritus 
Minder eri,  which  will  both  prevent  the  an- 
timonial from  acting  roughly,  and  will  de- 
termine its  operation  to  the  Ikin.  A fweat 
kept  up  by  thefe  means,  together  with  plen- 
tiful warm  dilution,  from  twelve  to  twen- 
ty-four hours,  is  the  molt  probable  means 
of  bringing  about  a complete  remillion  of 
the  fever ; and  in  this  cafe  a frelh  accellion 
is  to  be  prevented  by  the  immediate  admi- 
niffration  ot  the  bark. 


Thefe  are  the  means  proper  for  hopping 
the  fever  in  the  beginning,  or  tending  to 
render  its  future  progrefs  more  late;  and 
though,  with  this  view,  free  evacuations 
have  been  recommended,  yet,  ii  the^  lever 
Ihould  go  on,  great  caution  is  necelkry  m 
this  relped  in  the  future  treatment,  debility 
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being  the  fymptom  chiefly  to  be  guarded 
again fi.  Purgatives  may,  indeed,  be  occa- 
sionally neceflary,  in  confequence  of  accu- 
mulations of  bile  taking  place  ; but,  in  ge- 
neral, the  evacuations  by  ftool  Should  not 
be  more  frequent  than  in  health  ; and  fome 
of  the  cafes  which  were  moft  unmanageable 
and  fatal,  were  thofe  in  which  there  was  a 
Spontaneous  diarrhcea.  With  regard  to  blood 
■letting,  it  is  always  hurtful  after  the  flrft 
■two  days,  unlefs  fome  inflammatory  affec- 
tion of  a vital  part  Should  arife. 

The  natural  evacuation,  which  may  with 
tnoft  fafety  and  advantage  be  folicited  and 
encouraged  in  this  difeale,  is,  that  by  per- 
Spiration  ; and  it  is  obfervable,  that  in  thofe 
cafes  for  which  nature  does  mod,  there  is  a 
univerfal  warm  fweat,  which  has  generally 
a very  oifenfive  fmell,  and  feems  to  be  a fa- 
lutary  effort  of  the  conflitution  to  cure  the 
difeafe.  Where  this  takes  place,  little  me- 
dical aSflflance  is  neceflary,  except  to  keep 
it  up  chiefly  by  warm  dilution ; and  there 
is  no  circumftance  in  which  the  judgement 
of  a phyfician  is  Shewn  more  than  in  dif- 
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cerning  thofe  cafes  in  which  his  chief  bufi- 
nefs  is  to  look  on,  where  nature,  being 
equal  to  the  talk,  ought  not  to  be  difturbed 
by  the  active  and  officious  interpofition  of 
art.  We  ffiould  not,  however,  aim  at  pro- 
ducing a profufe  fweat,  except  with  a view 
to  effedt  a remiffion  immediately  after  the 
lirft  evacuations.  In  the  courfe  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  it  is  only  neceffary  to  keep  up  a gentle 
moiffure  or  foftnefs  of  the  Ikin, 

The  head  being  particularly  affedted  in 
this  fort  of  fever,  the  patient  is  extremely 
refllefs  and  delirious,  efpecially  at  night ; 
and  there  is  a medicine  which  has  a mod: 
plealing  effedt  in  procuring  both  reft  and 
perforation.  This  is  a combination  of  an 
opiate  with  an  antimonial  medicine,  which 
was  adminiftered  in  the  evening  with  great 
fuccefs  ; and  the  fudorific  effedt  is  rendered 
more  certain  by  the  addition  of  fome  faline 
neutral,  efpecially  fpiritus  Mindereri  *.  I 

tried 

* The  form  of  ad  mini  fieri  ng  this  medicine  was  to  add 
twenty  drops  of  thebaic  tindlure,  from  half  a grain  to  a 
?rain  of  emetic  tartar,  and  from  five  to  ten  grains  of 

nitre. 
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tried  pure  opiates  in  the  early  flage  of  this 
fever,  but  found  them  not  to  anfWer ; 
though  in  the  low  * fevers  of  England,  and 

nitre,  to  two  ounces  of  water  or  camphorated  julep,  of 
which  one  half  was  given  about  two  hours  before  the 
common  hour  of  reft,  and  the  remainder  at  that  hour. 
If  fpiritus  Mindereri  is  preferred  to  the  nitre,  it  may  be 
given  from  two  drachms  to  half  an  ounce  for  a dofe,  and 
k is  better  to  adminifter  it  feparately;  for  if  it  fhould  not 
be  exadtly  neutralized,  it  may  decompofe  the  antimo- 
nial,  and  render  it  inadlive. 

Since  the  publication  of  the  firft  edition  of  this 
work,  there  has  appeared  a fmall  trad!  on  the  treatment 
of  low  fevers,  by  Dr.  Wall,  of  Oxford,  and  as  his  in- 
genuity and  learning  give  him  a juft  claim  to  the  high 
rank  he  holds  in  his  profeffion,  attention  is  due  to  what 
he  advances.  The  principal  fcope  of  the  work  is  to  re- 
commend, froqi  his  own  obfervation,  the  early  ufe  of 
opiates  in  thofe  fevers,  and  the  Dodlor’s  authority,  as 
well  as  my  own  experience,  convince  me  of  the  pro- 
priety of  this  pradtice  in  many  cafes  occurring  in  this 
country,  particularly  among  the  lower  fort  of  people, 
for  whom  fpare  diet  and  hard  labour  render  evacuations 
lefs  neceflary  than  among  the  better  fort.  The  inferior 
clafs  of  people  are  alfo  more  fubjedt  to  this  fort  of  fever 
from  their  houfes  and  perfons  being  lefs  clean,  and  their 
apartments  being  worfe  ventilated ; fo  that  pradtice  in 
rnefe,  as  well  as  other  cafes,  is  to  be  varied  according  to 
the  conftitution  and  preyious  habits  of  life. 


in 
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in  the  advanced  ftages  and  convalefcent  ftate 
of  this  fever,  they  are  extremely  fafe  and 
ufefuh  Pure  laudanum  is  alfo  given  by  Dr. 
Lind,  at  Haflar,  with  great  fuccefs  in  the 
height  of  the  difeafe  ; but  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies there  is  a greater  tendency  to  acrid  ex- 
cretions, and  the  effect  of  pure  opium  in 
c auhng  a retention  of  thefe,  feems  to  be 
the  caufe  of  its  difagreeing  in  that  climate 
in  the  firft  ft  age  of  this  fever. 


It  may  here  be  obferved,  that  the  addi- 
tion of  a little  neutral  fait  alone  will  fome- 
times  fo  qualify  the  operation  of  opium,  as 
to  prevent  its  bad  effects,  luch-as  the  in- 
crease of  febrile  heat  and  delirium,  and  the 
ftupor  and  head-ach  which,  when  given 
alone,  it  frequently  induces  the  following 
day.  I have  generally  employed  nitre  with 
this  intention ; but  this  does  not  feem  lo 
well  adapted  to  this  difeafe  as  feme  other 
\ neutral  falts,  as  it  tends  too  much  to  lower 
the  powers  of  life. 


But  with  a view  to  perfpiration,  the  fpl- 

ritus  Mindereri  is  the  moft  effectual  neutral 

medicine 
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medicine  when  conjoined  with  an  opiate, 
and  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a more  late  and 
pleating  diaphoretic  known  than  a combina- 
tion of  it  with  fyrup  of  poppies*  There 
is  fome  neutral  fait  in  Dover’s  powder,  and 
this  has  more  effedt  than  could  be  expected 
from  lo  fmall  a quantity  of  an  inert  medi- 
cine ; for  I know  from  trials  of  my  own, 
as  well  as  thofe  of  others,  that  ipecacuanha 
and  opium  given  together,  in  the  propor- 
tions preferibed  in  that  powder,  will  not 
have  the  fame  effeft  as  when  joined  with  the 
neutral  fait.  This  is  an  in  fiance  of  thofe 
ufeful  combinations  of  medicines  which  can 
be  difeovered  only  by  experience,  but  which 
every  phylician  ought  gladly  to  adopt  in 
practice  upon  good  teftimony  and  fair  trial, 
though  he  may  not  be  able  to  account  for 
their  effects,  nor  to  explain  their  mode  of 
operation. 

* I firft  learned  this,  as  well  as  many  other  ufeful 
anil  practical  fadls,  from  Mr.  Farquhar,  Surgeon  in 
London,  who  has  laid  me  under  the  greatefl  obligations 
by  communicating  many  of  his  obfervations,  derived 
from  the  moll  extenfive  experience  and  a truly  pene- 
trating fagacity. 


There 
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There  is  nothing  more  important  than 
plentiful  warm  dilution;  and  the  infufion  of 
fauge,  or  any  fuch  light  aromatic,  is  rather 
more  proper  than  farinaceous  deco&ions,  or 
any  compofitions  in  which  there  is  wine  or 
fpirits.  Succefs  in  this,  as  well  as  other 
difeafes,  depends  on  attention  to  nurfing  as 
much  as  upon  medicine  ; for  what  would  it 
avail  here  to  adminifter  medicines  for  pro- 
moting perfpiration,  unlefs  they  were  affix- 
ed with  fluids  to  allay  third:,  to  dilute  the 
acrimony  in  the  firfl  paflages  and  in  the 
veflels,  and  to  furnifh  the  materials  of  free 
perfpiration  ? 

But  however  definable  it  may  be  to  procure 
fweat,  this  is  not  to  be  attempted  by  dole 
rooms  and  bed  clothes,  nor  by  hot  medi- 
cines, fuch  as  volatile  falts,  ferpentary,  Spi- 
rituous tinctures,  or  aromatics.  Thefe,  ac- 
cording to  the  teftimony  of  Sydenham,  tend 
to  increafe  the  heat  and  delirium,  and  to 
produce  petechia? i miliary  eruptions,  or  local 
inflammations.  In  the  intervals  of  the  ano- 
dyne diaphoretic  above  defcribed,  [piritus 
Mindcreri  and  fmall  dofes  of  camphor,  with 

proper 
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proper  dilution,  may  be  fafely  employed  to 
procure  a fott  (kin. 

The  only  other  means  I fhall  mention 
with  this  view  is,  the  application  of  warm 
moifture  to  the  furface  of  the  body,  which 
may  be  done  by  foaking  the  feet  and  hands 
in  warm  water,  or  by  fomenting  the  feet 
and  legs  with  dupes*.  Thefe  operations 
have  the  effect  of  bringing  on  a general  re- 
laxation on  the  fkin,  thereby  taking  off  fe- 
brile agitation  and  delirium,  and  inducing 
deep.  I fometimes,  with  feeming  benefit, 
ordered  cataplafms  to  be  applied  to  the  feet, 
merely  of  the  emollient  kind,  without  muf- 
tard  or  any  other  acrid  fubftance,  being  in-^ 
tended  to  relax,  and  not  to  ffimulate. 

In  the  ufe  of  pediluvia  and  fomentations, 
there  is  a difference  worth  attending  to  be- 
tween the  practice  in  this  fever,  and  that  in 
the  inflammatory  fever  before  deferibed,  for 
they  are  as  hurtful  in  the  latter  as  they  are 

* I owe  this  piece  of  inftrutflion,  as  well  as  many 
others,  to  Dr.  Cullen’s  Leftures. 
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beneficial  in  the  former.  I have  obferved, 
in  general,  that  they  have  a bad  eftcd  in  all 
cafes  where  there  is  fizy  blood,  particularly 
where  the  brcafl  is  affeded. 

Delirium  is  one  of  the  mod:  conflant  and 
alarming  lymptoms  in  this  difeafe,  and  the 
removing  of  it  depends  much  upon  the  at- 
tendants as  well  as  the  phyfteian.  It  has 
been  faid  before,  that  it  depended  011  a faife 
npprehcnfion  of  the  imprefiions  or  natural 
fenfations.  When  a jerfon,  for  example, 
labours  under  delirium,  and  is  aifeded  with 
third:,  the  minds  is  either  fo  agitated  with 
other  objeds,  that  this  fenfation  is  over- 
looked, or,  indead  of  producing  a craving 
for  drink,  it  excites  fome  other  difagreeable 
emotion  in  confequence  of  the  difordered 
Irate  of  the  fenforhtm.  This  lad:  feems  to 
be  probable  from  the  ceflation  of  delirium, 
which  will  take  place  upon  any  natural  want 
being  fatisfied.  1 have  feen  a temporary 
llop  put  to  the  patient’s  raving  by  making 
him  drink,  or  upon  his  difeharging  his 
urine  or  frees  ; for  he  is  then  unconfcious 
of  thirft  and  other  natural  wants,  is  there- 
fore 
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fore  ignorant  of  the  means  of  fatisfying 
them ; and  when  he  does  fo,  he  fancies  he  is 
about  fomething  elfe  which  is  the  fubjedt 
of  his  delirious  thoughts.  This  obfervation 
leads  to  a material  practical  purpofe  ; for  it 
follows  from  it,  that  unremitting  attention 
Should  be  given  to  the  patient’s  feelings  and 
all  his  poffible  wants,  as  thofe  natural  no- 
tices and  indindtive  cravings  which  occur  in 
health  are  now  wanting,  in  confequence  of 
the  depraved  date  of  feniation. 

Mod  of  the  remarks  that  have  hitherto 
been  made  apply  to  the  earlier  dages  of  the 
difeafe.  The  principal  remedies  applicable 
in  the  more  advanced  dages  are,  bliders, 
Peruvian  bark,  opium,  and  wine. 

I have  found  what  Dr.  Lind  fays  concern- 
ing the  efficacy  of  bliders  confirmed  by  my 
own  experience,  el'pecially  in  thofe  fevers  in 
which  there  was  great  delirium,  «,  ayd 
head-ach  ; but  I have  not  experience  enough 
to  fay  whether  they  were  as  ufeful  in  the 
beginning  of  the  difeafe  in  the  Wed  Indies 
as  he  found  them  to  be  in  England. 


The 
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The  men  that  were  brought  from  the 
{hips  to  the  hofpitals  were  aftetted  with  the 
difeafe  in  various  ftages  ; but  as  we  had  in 
general  a very  inaccurate  hiftory  of  the  feve- 
ral  cafes,  the  method  of  treatment  upon 
their  fil'd:  admifiion  was  pretty  nearly  the 
fame  in  all  ; and  it  conlifted,  in  the  firft 
place,  in  washing  their  face,  hands,  feet, 
and  legs,  with  warm  water  and  vinegar, 
from  which  they  derived  the  greateft  com- 
fort, being  commonly  very  dirty.  There 
ought  to  be  a * warm  bath  at  every  naval  hof- 
pital  kept  in  conftant  readinefs  ; for  there 
are  fo  few  conveniences  on  board  of  a fhip 
for  preferving  bodily  cleanlinefs  among  the 
fick,  that  the  furface  of  the  body  becomes 
loaded  with  filth,  fo  that  the  operation  of 


* In  a review  of  Haflar  hofpital  made  in  perfon  by 
that  excellent  officer.  Vice-admiral  Barrington,  in  1780, 
it  was  very  judicioufly  propofed,  among  other  falutary 
improvements,  that  there  {liould  be  two  apartments  for 
the  reception  of  the  fick  upon  their  firfi:  landing;  one 
wherein  they  fhould  be  ftripped  of  their  dirty  clothes, 
and  another  in  which  they  fhould  go  into  the  warm  hath, 
and  put  on  the  hofpital  drefs,  that  they  might  not  carry 
infection  into  the  wards. 


the 
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the  warm  bath  could  not  fail  to  be  highly 
comfortable  and  falutary  as  the  firfi:  ftep  to 
their  cure  when  brought  on  fhore.  We  had 
generally  very  indiftmft  information  about 
the  {fate  of  their  bowels,  as  well  as  other 
circumftances,  on  account  of  their  delirium; 
but  it  was  at  any  rate  ufeful,  or  at  lead: 
fafe,  to  give  them  a clyfter.  They  were 
enjoined  plentiful  dilution ; and  if  they 
were  low,  fome  wine  and  water  was  al- 
lowed. In  the  evening,  the  anodyne  dia- 
phoretic medicine  was  adminiftered,  and  a 
blifter  applied  to  fome  part  of  the  body.  In 
confequence  of  this  method,  we  feldom  fail- 
ed to  find  the  patients  better  next  morning ; 
and  it  was  tried  in  fuch  numbers,  that  the 
efficacy  of  it  was  fufficiently  afcertained.  It 
happened  in  fome  cafes,  that  thefe  means 
were  omitted,  and  a comparifon  of  thefe 
with  the  others  ferved  to  afcertain  the  true 
efficacy  of  the  medicines  ; the  ftationary 
ftate  of  the  fymptoms,  when  the  difeafe 
was  thus  left  to  itfelf,  fufficiently  proving 
the  propriety  of  the  treatment  above  de- 
fcribed. 


D d 
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' It  is  an  important  queftion  to  what  cir- 
cumftances  of  this  fever  the  Peruvian  bark 
is  adapted.  An  early  and  indifcriminate  ufe 
of  it  is  recommended  in  fome  late  publica- 
tions, upon  the  -authority  of  which  I tried 
it  without  regard  to  the  ftages  or  fymptoms, 
and  without  any  prejudice  either  for  or 
againft  the  practice ; but  I found  that  this 
powerful  remedy  was  in  danger  of  doing 
much  harm,  unlefs  great  attention  was  paid 
to  circumftances,  in  order  to  afcertain  the 
proper  feafons  for  giving  it.  The  fymp- 
toms  that  forbid  the  ufe  of  bark  are  chiefly 
foul  bowels,  hard  pulfe,  fizy  blood,  great 
delirium,  dry  tongue,  a hot  and  dry  fkin, 
and  inflammatory  affections  of  the  vifcera. 
It  was  found  extremely  pernicious  in  an 
early  ftage  of  the  difeale  previous  to  evacua- 
tions ; and  the  object  of  practice  at  this  time 
fliould  be  to  relieve  the  habit  by  means  of 
thefe,  in  order  to  produce  a general  relaxa- 
tion of  the  fecretions,  and  to  render  the  lkin 
cool  and  foft,  thereby  paving  the  way  for 
the  bark. 


It 
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It  is  not  neceffary,  however,  efpecially  in 
the  advanced  ftages  of  the  difeafe  in  this 
climate,  to  wait  for  an  abfolute  remiflion, 
in  order  to  adminifter  the  bark.  In  a cold 
or  temperate  climate  it  will  feldom  be  found 
advifable  to  give  it  in  any  period  of  this 
fever ; but  in  a hot  climate  it  is  fome- 
times  admiffible  where  there  are  fymptoms 
of  general  debility,  fuch  as  a fmall  pulfe 
and  mufcular  weaknefs,  even  though  the 
frequency  of  the  pulfe,  delirium,  and  a dry 
fkin  and  tongue,  fhould  indicate  fome  de- 
gree of  fever.  It  may  be  remarked,  by  the 
bye,  that  a dry  tongue  is  a fallacious  fymp- 
tom,  for  it  may  happen  in  confequence  of 
the  patient’s  breathing  through  the  mouth 
inftead  of  the  nofe,  without  any  fault  in  the 
fecretions  of  the  fauces.  The  fymptom 
which  forbids  the  ufe  of  the  bark  more  ab- 
folutely  than  any  other  is  an  inflammatory 
or  dyfenteric  hate  of  the  bowels,  in  which 
cafes  it  feems  to  be  invariably  pernicious. 

Where  it  happens  that  we  are  extremely 
anxious  to  throw  in  the  bark,  as  we  ufually 
are  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  fevers  are 
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very  rapid  and  dangerous,  and  yet  the 
fymptoms  feem  hardly  to  admit  its  ufe,  it 
was  very  commonly  tried  either  in  conjunc- 
tion with  fome  anfimonial  medicine  or  neu- 
tral fait,  or  thefe  were  given  alternately 
with  it,  in  order  to  foften  and  qualify  its 
eiTedfs  by  preventing  it  from  heating  or 
otherwife  aggravating  the  iyinptoms.  An- 
ti monial  wine  or  fpiritus  Mindtreri  were  con- 
veniently employed  with  this  intention. 

With  regard  to  the  quantity  of  bark  to  be 
given,  it  may  be  proper  in  doubtful  cafes  of 
this  kind  to  begin  with  fmall  dofes,  in  order 
to  feel  how  far  it  agrees  or  not ; but  in  ge- 
neral it  may  be  laid  down  as  a rule  with  re- 
gard to  this  medicine,  that,  where  it  is 
really  proper,  and  the  medicine  to  be  de- 
pended on,  it  is  to  be  given  in  as  large  dofes 
and  as  frequently  as  the  ftomach  will  cafily 
bear  it. 

The  next  remedy  mentioned  was  opium. 
It  is  a medicine  more  admiflible  and  ufeful 
in  this  than  anv  other  kind  of  fever.  The 

• f 

fame  cautions  nearly  apply  in  the  admini- 
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ftration  of  it  as  have  been  given  with  regard 
to  the  Peruvian  bark.  The  caution  with 
regard  to  foul  bowels  is  particularly  necef* 
fary  in  a hot  climate,  where  an  over  fecre- 
tion  of  bile  is  fo  apt  to  take  place.  When 
the  Boreas  frigate  arrived  from  England  in 
March,  1783,  there  was  a very  bad  fever  of 
the  infectious  kind  on  board,  lome  cafes  of 
which  being  fent  to  the  hofpital  at  St.  Lu- 
cia, were  treated  unfuccefsfully  with  bark 
and  opium,  which  I had  been  induced  to 
try  upon  the  authority  of  the  authors  above 
alluded  to.  1 attributed  this  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  to  the  negleCt  of  previous  evacuation  ; 
for,  upon  infpeCting  the  bodies,  the  inteftines 
were  found  full  of  bilious  feces.  I profited 
from  this,  and  was  more  fuccefsful  in  the 
other  cafes.  It  were  to  be  withed  that  phy- 
ficians  could  oftener  bring  themfelves  to  con- 
fefs  their  errors  in  practice,  and  their  wri- 
tings would  be  more  inflruCtive  ; for  it  is  of 
confequence  to  know  what  we  are  to  avoid 
as  well  as  what  we  are  to  follow. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  belt  effeCts 
arife  from  the  conjunction  of  an  antimonial 
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with  an  opiate  ; but,  in  this  fort  of  fever, 
antimonials,  and  even  moft  of  the  neutral 
falts,  are  hurtful  after  the  firft  ftage,  and 
opiates  may  after  this  be  given  alone  or 
combined  with  camphor.  With  regard  to 
the  precife  period  of  leaving  off  antimonials, 
it  muff  be  left  to  difcretion,  and  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  patient  is  the  beft  guide. 
There  is  fo  great  a difference  in  patients  in 
this  refpe£t,  that  all  practical  precepts  (hould 
be  qualified  by  a due  difcrimination  of  con- 
ffitutions.  Abfolute  and  dogmatical  rules 
are  fo  far  from  applying  in  the  practice  of 
phyfic,  that  there  are  fome  cafes  of  the 
fame  difeafe  that  require  a treatment  even 
oppofite  to  what  is  in  general  moft  advife- 
able*  This  may  be  very  aptly  illuftrated 
by  the  fmall  pox,  of  which  there  are  cafes 
that  ought  to  be  treated  very  differently  from 
the  general  method  laid  down  by  Sydenham, 
and  in  which  cordial  medicines  are  highly 
proper  and  neceffary.  This  difference  in 
difeafes  themfelves  feems  to  be  one  gieat 
caufe  of  the  difference  of  opinion  among 
phyficians  on  practical  points,  each  paity 

finding  fome  countenance  in  experience  for 

their 
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their  general  dodtrine,  do  not  make  allow- 
ance for  the  varieties  that  exift  in  nature  ; 
fo  that,  in  one  fenfe,  both  may  be  faid  to  be 
in  the  right.  If  the  patient  is  not  'very 
much  funk,  and  if  there  are  bilious  fymp- 
toms,  or  an  obftinate  drynefs  in  the  Ikin,  a 
few  grains  of  James’s  powder  may  be  given 
with  advantage  even  in  an  advanced  period 
of  the  difeafe.  If  a hot  and  dry  Ikin  Ihould 
at  this  period  be  the  only  troublefome  fymp- 
tom,  it  will  be  more  fafely  and  effedtually 
removed  by  camphor  combined  with  fome- 
thing  opiate  and  thefpirilus  Minder  eri,  which 
is  the  only  neutral  now  admiffible,  than  by 
autimonials,  which,  at  this  time,  would  be 
in  danger  either  of  ruffling  the  patient  by 
their  operation  on  his  ftomach  and  bowels, 
or  of  weakening  him  too  much  either  in 
this  way,  or  by  exciting  profufe  fweats. 
Evacuant  medicines  of  every  kind  being 
then  improper,  clyfters  are  the  only  laxa- 
tives to  be  employed  in  cafe  the  hate  of  the 
bowels  require  them. 

Having  mentioned  camphor,  it  may  be 
proper  here  to  remark,  that  it  is  a medicine 
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of  which  I have  found  it  extremely  difficult 
to  afcertain  the  virtues  and  effedls  ; and  in 
confequence  of  this  ambiguity,  I believe 
there  are  few  articles  of  the  materia  medica 
more  abufed  in  practice.  In  all  inflamma- 
tory affedlions,  and  in  the  beginning  of  all 
fevers  where  there  is  much  heat  and  third:, 
I think  I have  obferved  it  to  aggravate  the 
fymptoms.  It  feems  in  no  cafe  to  be  more 
proper  than  at  certain  periods  of  this  fever, 
and  efpecially  when  there  happens  to  be 
fpafmodic  pains  of  the  ftomach,  or  tremors 
and  cramps  in  the  extremities. 

In  this  advanced  ftage  of  the  fever,  in 
which  the  moft  common  lymptoms  are  weak- 
nefs,  reftleffnefs,  tremors,  and  low  delirium, 
no  medicine  was  found  fo  much  to  be  trufted 
to  as  opium,  which  here  adts  as  a cordial  as 
well  as  an  anodyne  and  antifpafmodic.  It 
may  be  given,  in  the  camphorated  julep,  in 
the  form  of  tindture,  from  five. to  ten  drops 
every  fix  or  eight  hours,  or  fome  of  the  of- 
ficinal compounds,  fuch  as  the  theriaca  or 
mithridate,  may  be  employed  with  advan- 
tage. I have  thought  alfo,  that,  at  this  pe- 
riod, 
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riod,  caftor  conjoined  with  opium  feemed  to 
improve  its  virtue.  This  was  firft  fuggefted 
to  me  by  Mr.  Crudie,  an  ingenious  German 
furgeon,  whom  I employed  as  an  affiftant  at 
the  hofpital  at  St.  Lucia  ; and  fince  I have 
been  phyfician  to  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital,  I 
have  found  the  mofl  pleafing  effects,  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes,  from  a composition  ufed  there, 
the  principal  ingredients  of  which  are  opium 
and  caftor  *. 

In  this  Hate  of  the  fever  I have  alfo  ufed 
with  advantage  the  deco&ion  of  Peruvian 
bark  and  ferpentary,  as  recommended  by 
Sir  John  Pringle  ; and  when  the  Ikin  is  cold 
and  the  circulation  is  very  languid,  as  is 
lometimes  the  cafe,  volatile  falts  and  pow- 
der of  ferpentary  may  very  properly  be  em- 
ployed. 


* The  following  is  the  form  of  it,  and  it  was  firft  in- 
troduced by  Mr.  Whitfield,  apothecary  to  the  hofpital, 
under  the  name  of  Bolus  Sedativus:  — I>_.  Confection. 
Damorat.  Jfs.  Caftor.  Ruflic.  pulv.  9fs.  TinCt.  The- 
baic. iv.  Syr.  fim.  q.  f.  Fiat  bolus  fexta  quaque  hora 
fumendus. 


But 
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But  in  the  advanced  ftate,  and  in  the 
worft  forms  of  this  difeafe,  there  is  perhaps 
no  medicine  fuperior  to  wine.  This  was 
given  either  pure,  or  diluted  with  water  for 
common  drink,  and  fometimes  to  the  quan- 
tity of  a quart  in  twenty-four  hours.  In 
delicate  people,  fucli  as  we  meet  with  in 
private  practice,  the  quantity  ought  to  be 
lefs. 

i 

There  is  this  caution  neceffary  with  re- 
gard to  the  life  of  wine,  that  when  the  fever 
is  gone  off,  and  only  extreme  debility  re- 
mains, the  free  ufe  of  it  is  not  fafe  nor  pro- 
per ; for,  in  a weak  and  exhaufted  ftate,  a 
perfon  is  more  apt  to  be  * heated  and  in- 
toxicated by  any  fermented  liquor,  than  in 
health,  or  even  in  the  preternatural  and  dil- 

turbed 

* Great  nicety  is  required  in  all  cafes  with  regard  to 
the  times  and  dofes  cf  cordials;  for  it  by  no  means  fol- 
lows that  thefe  fliould  he  in  proportion  to  the  lownefs 
and  lofs  of  ftrength.  This  is  well  illuftrated  by  Mr. 
Hunter  in  his  Lectures,  where  he  explains  the  diftinc- 
tion  between  the  powers  of  the  body  and  its  afiions. 
There  mull  be  a certain  degree  of  llrength  to  bear  the 

excitement 
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turbed  Aate  of  actual  difeafe,  fuch  as  occurs 
in  this  fever. 

After  the  difeafe  is  removed,  a long  Aate 
of  weaknefs  is  apt  to  fucceed,  efpecially  in 
a warm  climate.  The  mod;  proper  remedies, 
then,  are  bitters,  fuch  as  deco&ions  of  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  infufions  of  quaflia  bark,  gen- 
tian, or  camomile  flowers.  Thefe  anfwer 
better  than  the  bark  in  fubAance,  which  is 
now  apt  to  naufeate  and  load  the  Aomach, 
and  the  patient  is  apt  to  take  an  averfion  to 
this  and  whatever  elfe  he  took  in  a Aate  of 
ficknefs.  The  bed;  Arengthening  medicines 
are  fuch  as  comfort  the  Aomach  and  create 
appetite  ; and  we  may  mention  Huxham’s 
tincture  of  bark,  in  fmall  dofes,  and  a mo- 
derate ufe  of  wine,  as  the  moA  proper  for 
thefe  purpofes.  Where  colliquative  fvveats 
take  place,  elixir  of  vitriol  is  ferviceable, 

excitement  occafioned  by  Aimulating  and  Arengthening 
medicines  or  diet ; for  nothing  is  more  pernicious,  or 
even  fatal,  than  that  any  part  or  function  Aiould  make 
exertions  beyond  its  Arength ; and  there  is  the  more 
danger  in  ill-timed  remedies  of  this  kind,  as  a Aate  of 
weaknefs  is  generally  a Aate  of  irritability. 


and 


4IZ  OBSERVATIONS  ON  FEVERS.  PART  III. 

and*  with  this  intention  I have  joined  it, 
with  evident  advantage,  to  the  evening  ano- 
dyne, which,  without  fuch  a corrector,  tends 
rather  to  apgravate  this  fymptom.  I have 
known  aflafoetida  prove  a ufeful  ftitnulus  to 
the  ftomach  at  this  time,  and  it  may  even 
be  ufed  while  the  fever  fubfifts,  efpecially 
' where  the  fecretions  of  the  fauces  are  fcantv. 

This  medicine  is  recommended  hy  Sir  John 
Pringle  in  the  fame  circumftances.  But  I 
confider  the  prudent  ule  of  opiates,  particu- 
larly at  bedtime,  as  the  moft  effectual  cor- 
dial and  frengthening  medicine  in  this  con- 
valefcent  Hate. 

But  with  regard  to  the  management  of 
the  fck  at  this  time,  as  much  depends  on 
diet  as  medicine.  Nothing  has  been  faid 
concerning  this  in  the  acute  fate  of  fever, 
liecaufe  no  nourilhment  is  then  neceflary. 

In  that  fate  there  is  a loathing  of  all  food, 
and  the  powers  ot  digeftion  and  affimilation 
feem  to  be  then  fufpended,  fo  that  alimen- 
tary fubftances  become  not  only  an  ufelefs 
load,  but  offenfive  and  hurtful  by  turning  1 
acid  or  putrid.  It  is  like  wife  evident  from 

fad, 
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fa£t,  as  well  as  reafon,  that  nature,  in  this 
fituation,  does  not  require  fuflenance ; for 
we  frequently  fee  people  labouring  under 
fevers  who  do  well  and  recover,  jiteugh 
they  have  been  entirely  without  nounWment 
for  a length  of  time  in  which  the  like  ab- 
flinence  in  a flate  of  health  would  have 
proved  fatal.  The  friends  and  attendants 
of  the  lick,  from  a prejudice  not  unnatural, 
but  not  conlidering  the  difference  between 
health  and  that  flate  of  derangement  which 
takes  place  in  fever,  are  for  ever  wifhing  to 
fupply  the  patient  with  nourifhment,  and 
every  phyfician  meets  with  trouble  in  coun- 
teracting this  officioufnefs.  Neverthelefs, 
when  the  fever  draws  out  to  a confiderable 
length,  and  the  principal  fymptom  is  that 
flate  of  weaknefs  which,  in  low  fevers,  runs 
infenfibly  into  that  of  convalefcence,  then 
it  is  neceffary  to  pay  the  utmofl  attention 
to  nourifhment,  and  nothing  tends  more  to 
infure  and  haften  recovery  than  the  affidu- 
ous  adminiflration  of  light  and  nourifhing 
food,  the  fame  cautions  being  obferved  which 
have  juft  been  mentioned  with  regard  to 
cordials.  One  of  the  greatefl  hardfhips  of 

a fea 
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a fea  life  is  the  want  of  thofe  articles  of  diet 
that  are  fuitable  to  a recovering  ftate,  and 
many  lives  are  loft  from  this  circumftance, 
afte^fc  force  of  the  difeafe  has  been  fub- 
dued  . 

With  regard  to  the  peculiar  form,  before 
defcribed  +,  which  this  fever  aftumes  a few 
months  after  (hips  have  been  in  a hot  climate, 
we  found  camphor,  volatile  falts,  and  fer- 
pentary,  the  beft  remedies.  As  there  was  a 
remarkable  coldnefs  of  the  fkin,  I was  in- 
duced in  one  cafe  to  try  the  hot  bath,  and 
with  good  effeft,  from  which  it  feems  pro- 
bable that  a fhort  ftay  in  a bath,  of  a heat 
from  96°  to  ioo°,  fo  as  to  have  its  warm- 
ing and  ftimulating,  without  its  relaxing 
effects,  would  anfwer  well  in  fevers  of  this 
kind. 

* See  a method  propofed  for  obviating  this,  page  358. 

Page  381  et  feq. 
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2.  Of  the  Bilious  Remitting  Fever. 


THIS  is  peculiar  to  tropical  climates, 
and  arifes  in  the  lame  fituations  in  which, 
intermitting  fevers  a rife  in  temperate  and 
cold  climates.  It  feldom  arifes  at  fea,  un- 
lefs  where  there  has  been  previous  expofure 
on  fhore,  of  which  fome  examples  have 
been  mentioned  in  the  firft  part  of  the  work. 
It  may  generally  be  traced  to  the  air  of 
woods  or  marlhes  ; and  in  our  fleet  hardly 
any  men  were  attacked  with  it  but  thofe 
who  were  employed  in  the  duties  of  wood- 
ing and  watering. 

The  mofl  diftinguifhing  fymptom  is  a co- 
pious fecretion  of  bile  which  attends  it.  Its 
courfe,  in  general,  is  Ihorter  than  that  of 
the  fever  before  defcribed  ; and  though  the 
lymptoms  are  more  violent,  they  are  not  fo 
equal  and  fteady,  owing  to  the  tendency 
there  is  to  remiflion.  The  lymptoms  are 
particularly  violent  at  the  beginning,  in  fo 

much 
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much  that  fome  of  the  men,  after  being  ex- 
pofed  upon  duty  to  the  heat  of  the  fun  and 
the  air  of  marfhes  and  woods,  would  be- 
come frantic,  being  feized  almoft  inftanta- 
neoufly  with  delirium  refembling  madnefs. 
This  fever,  when  it  arifes  merely  from  the 
effluvia  of  woods  and  marfhes,  has  a natural 
tendency  to  remit  ; nay,  fome  fevers  at  St. 
Lucia,  proceeding  from  this  caufe,  were  of 
the  pure  intermitting  form  from  the  begin- 
ning. But  in  many  of  thofe  that  arofe  at 
Jamaica  little  or  no  remiffion  was  to  be  per- 
ceived; and  it  was  diftinguifhed  from  the 
fhip  fever  by  the  bilious  vomits  and  flools, 
more  violent  delirium,  and  head-ach,  and 
by  being  attended  with  lefs  debility.  The 
greater  tendency  to  the  continued  form  at 
this  time  was  probably  owing  to  this  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  men  who  were  expofed 
to  the  land  air  in  wooding  and  watering, 
were  then  expofed  alfo  to  fuch  caufes  as 
naturally  produce  continued  fevers,  fuch  as 
infection,  the  foul  air  of  the  French  prizes, 
intemperance,  and  hard  labour.  There  was 
in  fome  cafes  a yeliownefs  of  the  eye,  and 
even  of  the  whole  (kin,  but  without  the 

other 
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other  iymptoms  that  chara&erife  the  yellow 
fever,  properly  fo  called. 

In  cafes  that  proved  fatal,  the  fymptoms, 
for  fome  time  before  death,  refembled  very 
much  thofe  of  the  fever  before  defcribed  at 
the  fame  ftage.  There  was  either  coma  or 
conftant  delirium,  great  feeming  anguifh, 
the  mouth  and  tongue  very  dry,  or  with 
only  a little  ropy  {lime,  a black  cruft  on  the 
teeth,  picking  of  the  clothes,  and  involum* 
tary  ftools. 


Treatment  of  the  Bilious  Remitting 

Fever. 

THE  meafures  proper  to  be  taken  in  the 
beginning  of  all  fevers  are  pretty  nearly 
the  fame.  There  is  little  difference  in 
the  firft  treatment  of  this  from  that  of  the 
{hip  fever,  except  that  blood  letting  is  here 
more  frequently  proper,  and  that  a more 
free  evacuation  of  the  bowels  is  neceftary 
on  account  of  the  more  copious  fecretioji  of 
bile. 


E e 
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In  full  arid  athletic  habits  the  difeafe  very 
commonly  begins  with  pains  in  the  lirnbs, 
back,  and  head,  with  a ftrong  throbbing 
pull'e ; in  which  cafe  it  is  proper  firft  of  all 
to  let  blood  at  the  arm.  This  is  alfo  highly 
proper  and  neceffary  in  thofe  cafes  mentioned 
above,  in  which  the  patient  becomes  fud- 
dcnly  frantic.  But  though  the  cafes  requi- 
ring blood-letting  are  more  frequent  in  this 
fort  of  fever  than  that  already  treated  of, 
yet  great  caution  and  nice  difeernment  are 
neceffary  with  regard  to  it,  in  all  cafes,  in  a 
hot  climate.  As  fevers  in  fucli  a climate 
run  their  courfe  falter,  the  fymptoms  fuc- 
eeeding  each  other  in  a more  clofe  and  hur- 
ried manner,  greater  expedition,  as  well  as 
difeernment,  are  required  in  timing  the  dif- 
ferent remedies  than  what  are  neceffary  in  a 
cold  climate.  Blood  letting  unfeafonably 
and  inj.udicioufly  employed  either  endangers 
life,  or  has  a very  remarkable  effect  in  pro- 
tracting recovery,  by  the  irrecoverable  weak- 
nefs  it  induces. 

With  regard  to  the  evacuation  by  the 
bowels,  it  has  already  been  mentioned  in 

another 
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another  part  of  the  work,  when  on  the  fub- 
je<ft  of  prevention,  that,  before  the  fever 
comes  on,  there  is  a languor  and  general 
feeling  of  indifpofition,  and  that  then  ail 
emetic  and  a purgative,  followed  by  fome 
dofes  of  the  bark,  were  the  moft  likely 
means  of  preventing  the  attack  of  the  dif* 
eale.  If  the  fever  has  properly  begun,  which 
is  announced  by  a rigor  taking  place,  then 
no  time  is  to  be  loft  in  procuring  evacuation  ; 
and,  after  blood  letting,  if  the  fymptoms 
fhould  require  it,  the  beft  medicine  is  tartar 
emetic,  which,  if  given  in  fmall  divided 
dofes,  at  ihort  intervals,  will  moft  probably 
evacuate  the  whole  inteftines  by  vomiting 
and  purging,  and  may  even  prove  fudorific. 
But  it  will  neverthelefs  be  proper  to  admi- 
nifter  a purgative  medicine  foon  after  ; and 
what  we  found  to  operate  with  moft  eale, 
expedition,  and  effedt,  was,  a folution  of 
purging  falts  and  manna,  either  in  an  infu- 
lion  of  fena,  or  in  common  water,  or  bar- 
ley water,  with  fome  tindture  of  fena  added 
to  it. 
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The  next  dep  towards  procuring  a re* 
midion  is,  to  open  the  pores  of  the  Ikin, 
which  is  heft  clone  by  fmall  dofes  of  James’s 
powder  or  emetic  tartar,  aliided  by  the  com- 
mon l'aline  draughts,  which  will  be  given 
with  moft  advantage  in  the  a£t  of  efferve- 
fcence,  or  by  fpiritus  Mindcrcri , together 
with  plentiful  warm  dilution.  I once,  by 
way  of  comparifon,  tried  the  two  antimo- 
nial  preparations  above  mentioned  in  a num- 
ber of  men  ill  of  this  fever,  who  were  fent 
to  the  hofpital  at  one  time,  giving  emetic 
tartar  to  one  half,  and  James’s  powder  to 
the  other,  and  their  effects  were  fo  limilar, 
that  I could  perceive  no  reafon  for  prefer- 
ring the  one  to  the  other.  Antimonial  me- 
dicines feem  better  adapted  to  this  than  any 
other  fort  of  fever,  and  may  be  more  freely 
given  in  it. 

Thefe  are  the  mod  likely  means  of  bring- 
ing about  a remilhon  ; and  if  this  is  effected, 
nothing  remains  to  be  done  but  to  throw  in 
as  much  Peruvian  bark  as  the  domach  will 

bear. 
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But  whether  from  a frefh  accumulation 
of  bile,  or  fome  other  circumftance,  It  may 
happen  that  the  fever  is  kept  up  ; and  in 
this  cafe  there  is  commonly  a lenfe  of  weight 
or  uneafmefs  about  the  hypochondria , which 
feems  to  indicate  that  the  redundant  bile  is 
in  the  gall  bladder  or  dudts  of  the  liven  In 
this  cafe  a repetition  of  evacuants  is  necef- 
fary,  and  calomel  will  be  found  to  anfwer 
remarkably  well  as  a purgative,  its  ftimulus 
being  fo  extenfive  as  to  loofen  and  bring 
away  bile  when  the  faline  purgatives,  fuch 
as  that  above  mentioned,  had  failed  of  ha- 
ving that  efrefh  I have  known  thefe  to 
pafs  through  the  inteftines  without  relieving 
the  uneafy  fenfation  about  the  ffomach  as 
calomel  is  found  to  do ; and  it  will  be  hill 
more  effectual  for  this  purpofe,  if  given  alone 
in  a dofe,  from  five  to  ten  grains,  and  folr 
lowed  fome  hours  afterwards  by  fome  other 
purgative.  After  this,  antimonial  medicines 
are  again  to  be  had  recourfe  to  ; and  thefe, 
as  well  as  purgative  and  neutral  medicines, 
are  fafe  and  uleful  in  a more  advanced  ftage 
of  this  fever  than  they  are  in  the  fhip  fever; 
for  the  flrength  is  not  fo  apt  to  fink,  and 
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the  ftate  of  the  bowels  requires  them  more. 
Antimonials,  however,  are  to  be  ultd  fpa* 
ringly  and  cautioully  as  the  fever  advances ; 
for  I have  known  them,  when  given  only  a 
few  days  after  the  firft  attack,  to  have  the 
effe<£t,  in  fome  conftitutions,  of  making  the 
flomach  fwell,  and  of  producing  a general 
fenfe  of  heat  and  uneafinefs. 

After  the  evacuations  of  the  bowels,  the 
anodyne  diaphoretic  may  be  very  feafonably 
given  in  the  manner  formerly  mentioned  ; 
for  it  will  not  only  tend  to  footh  and  pro- 
cure fleep  after  the  commotion  that  has  been 
excited,  but  by  its  gentle  fudorific  effect  will 
alfift  in  completing  the  remillion. 

The  principal  point  of  management  in 
the  fevers  of  this  climate  is,  to  throw  in 
the  Peruvian  bark  in  proper  feafon,  I for- 
merly took  occafion  to  differ  from  the  opi- 
nion of  thofe  who  alledge  that  little  or  no 
difcrimination  is  neceffary  with  regard  to 
the  circumftances  in  which  bark  is  proper 
in  continued  fevers.  I made  fair  and  unpre- 
judiced trials  of  this,  but  always  found  that 

fome 
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fome  fort  of  remiffion,  efpecially  towards 
the  beginning  of  the  difeafe,  was  necefl'ary, 
in  order  to  make  the  ufe  of  this  medicine 
fafe  and  proper.  The  greatefi:  vigilance  is 
indeed  required  that  the  adminiftration  of  it 
be  not  omitted  when  it  is  at  all  advifeable, 
as  the  courfe  of  fevers  is  very  quick  and 
critical  in  this  climate.  I have  watched 
many  nights  with  fome  friends  in  whofe 
health  I was  particularly  interefted,  to  catch 
the  hour  when  it  might  be  allowable  to  give 
it ; and  where  the  propriety  of  it  was  fome- 
what  ambiguous,  it  was  ufual  to  qualify  it 
cither  by  conjoining  fome  antimonial  or  neu- 
tral fait  with  the  firft  dofes,  or  by  giving 
them  alternately  with  it,  as  has  been  for- 
merly mentioned. 

Under  the  ufe  of  thefe  means,  the  favour- 
able fymptoms  are,  a warm  moift  Ikin,  a 
flrong  fteady  pulfe,  with  the  pulfations  un- 
der a hundred  in  a minute,  a natural  coun- 
tenance, and  being  free  from  delirium.  But 
if  the  fever  fhould  not  yield  during  the  firft 
week,  but  takes  an  unfavourable  turn,  the 
pulfe  then  becomes  more  fmall  and  frequent, 
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there  is  a general  agitation,  the  tongue  is 
tremulous  when  put  out,  there  is  great  thirft 
and  delirium,  with  a dry  and  hot  lkin.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  befides  the  continua- 
tion of  the  antimonials  in  fmaller  dofes, 
with  the  anodyne  diaphoretic,  and  the  occa- 
iional  ufe  of  purgatives,  blifters  now  become 
proper ; and  we  found  alfo  camphor  com- 
bined with  nitre  an  excellent  medicine  at 
this  period  of  the  difeafe. 

Should  the  patient  furvive  to  the  end  of 
the  fecond  'week,  the  treatment  then  comes 
to  referable  more  and  more  that  of  the  in- 
fectious fever  already  defcribed.  Bark  may 
he  given,  though  there  (hould  be  no  proper 
remiflion,  and  cordials  and  opiates  may  be 
more  freely  ufed.  Attention  to  the  ftate  of 
the  bowels  will  {till  be  neceflary,  (ince  re- 
peated accumulations  of  bile  are  apt  to  oc- 
cur even  in  the  moft  advanced  ft  age,  and 
gentle  emetics  of  ipecacuana,  as  well  as 
laxatives,  may  be  neceflary.  For  the  fame 
reafon  alfo,  greater  caution  is  requifite  in 
the  ufe  of  pure  opiates  than  in  the  infectious 
fhip  feVer  before  treated  of.  In  order  to 

keep 
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keep  the  bowels  foluble,  it  was  a very  ufual 
pradlice,  and  found  very  ufeful,  to  conjoin 
a few  grains  of  rhubaib  with  each  dole  of 
the  bark. 

3.  Of  the  Yellow  Fever: 

THE  fever  laft  treated  of  may  be  faid  to 
be  peculiar  to  a hot  climate  ; but  the  hot 
feafons  of  temperate  climates  produce  fome- 
thing  refembling  it.  That  now  to  be  de- 
fcribed  never  occurs,  fo  far  as  I know,  ex- 
cept under  the  influence  of  tropical  heats. 
Such  a fever  is  indeed  known  without  the 
tropics ; for  it  is  very  common  in  Carolina 
in  the  hot  feafon  ; but  there  the  heat  is 
even  greater  than  that  of  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  order  to  produce  it,  there  muft  be,  for 
l'ome  length  of  time,  a heat  feldom  falling 
below  feventy-five  degrees  on  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer. 

Though  it  differs  from  the  fever  laft  de- 
ferred, both  in  its  caules  and  fymptoms,  it 
is  not  meant  to  fay  that  it  is  fo  diftindt  as  to 

form 
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form  a feparate  fpecies  of  difeafe,  like  the 
meafles  and  fmall  pox.  Unlefs  the  charac- 
ters of  fevers  are  ftrongly  marked,  it  is  dif- 
ficult, and  even  impoffible,  to  refer  them  to 
any  particular  fpecies  ; and  the  different  con- 
currence of  caufes  and  conftitutions  is  fo 
various,  that  great  numbers  of  ambiguous 
cafes  occur. 

With  regard  to  the  caufe  of  the  yellow 
fever,  it  differs  from  the  bilious  remittent 
in  this,  that  the  air  of  woods  and  marfhes 
is  not  neceffary  to  produce  it ; for  it  molt 
commonly  arofe  from  intemperance  or  too 
much  exercife  in  the  heat  of  the  fun.  It 
was  obfervable,  however,  that  it  was  more 
apt  to  arife  when,  bolides  thefc  caufes,  men 
were  expofed  to  umvholefome  air,  particu- 
larly the  foul  air  of  fhips,  whether  from  in- 
fectious effluvia,  or  proceeding  merely  from 
the  putrefaction  that  takes  place  in  negleCted 
holds. 

It  is  alfo  remarkable  with  regard  to  it, 
that  it  is  confined  almoft  entirely  to  thofe 
who  are  newly  come  from  a cold  or  tempe- 
rate 
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rate  climate.  The  fame  remark  is  made  by 
the  French,  who  therefore  call  it  fievre  de 
matelot  *,  confidering  it'as  peculiarly  incident 
to  thofe  who  have  newly  arrived  from  a long 
voyage.  It  would  appear  alfo,  from  what 
has  been  formerly  mentioned  f,  that  thole 
men,  who  have  been  expofed  to  that  fort  of 
infection  that  prevails  in  fhips  in  cold  cli- 
mates, are  more  particularly  the  fubje&s  of 
the  yellow  fever  when  they  arrive  in  a hot 
climate.  It  is  farther  in  proof  of  the  fame 
opinion,  that  there  are  medical  gentlemen, 
natives  of  the  Weft  Indies,  who  have  hardly 
ever  feen  it,  their  practice  lying  at  a diftance 
from  any  fea-port  town  where  ftrangers 
ufually  arrive.  Of  thefe  ftrangers,  thofe 
who  are  young,  fat,  and  plethoric,  are  moft 
apt  to  be  attacked ; and  more  of  our  officers 
in  proportion  tvere  feized  with  it  than  com- 
mon men. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  it  never  attacks  ei- 
ther the  female  fex  or  blacks.  This  is  in 

* Sailor’s  fever. 

See  pages  i6x,  181,  and  380-1, 

general, 
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general,  though  not  abfolutely,  true  ; for  I 
knew  a black  woman,  who  a<5ted  as  nurfe  to 
feme  men  ill  of  this  fever  at  Barbadoes, 
who  dieJ  with  every  fymptom  of  it. 

This  fever  afTumes  various  forms,  accord- 
ing to  the  peculiar  conffitutions  of  different 
men,  and  other  circumffances  ; but  in  the 
following  defcription  I fhall  enumerate  the 
rnoft  common  appearances  : — In  general  it 
begins  with  fhort  alternate  chills  and  flufhes 
of  heat,  feldom  with  tliofe  rigors  which 
conftitute  the  regular  cold  fit,  and  with 
which  moft  other  fevers  begin.  Thefe  are 
immediately  fucceeded  by  violent  head-ach, 
pain  in  the  back,  univerfal  debility,  fick- 
nefs,  and  anruifh  at  the  ffomach.  There  is 
commonly,  in  the  beginning,  a good  deal  of 
bile  on  the  ffomach,  which  is  thrown  off 
by  vomiting,  either  natural  or  excited  by 
an  emetic.  Thofe  men  who  were  taken  ill 
of  this  fever  in  the  Alcide,  in  the  end  of 
the  vear  1781,  had  a fore  throat  in  the  be- 
ginning ; but  this  is  not  a common  lymp- 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  dileafc  there  is  by 
no  means  a free  fecretion  of  bile,  and  lead 
of  all  in  thofc  cafes  that  are  moll  violent, 
and  prove  the  fooneft  fatal.  In  cafes  that 
are  more  protracted,  and  lefs  defperate,  there 
are  frequent  accumulations  of  it,  as  appears 
by  the  vomits  and  ftools  *. 

The 


* I have  in  the  whole  of  this  work  been  extremely 
cautious  in  reafoning  concerning  caufes,  from  an  opi- 
nion that  they  are  very  obfeure,  and  that  the  theoreti- 
cal part  of  phyfic  is  very  imperfect  and  fallacious.  This 
is  perhaps  in  no  inflance  more  remarkable  than  in  thofe 
opinions  that  prevail  concerning  the  nature  and  influence 
of  bile  in  producing  difeafes.  An  increafed  fecretion  of 
bile  commonly  attends  the  feverifh  complaints  of  hot 
climates,  and  thofe  of  the  hot  feafons  of  temperate  and 
cold  climates.  It  is  not  unnatural,  therefore,  to  impute 
the  difeafe  then  prevailing  to  this  redundancy  of  bile: 
but,  upon  confidering  tlie  matter  more  clofelv,  it  will 
appear  to  be  rather  a concomitant  fymptom,  or  effedt, 
than  a caufe  of  thofe  fevers ; for,  in  the  firfl:  place,  in 
thofe  cafes  in  which  there  is  the  greatefl:  fecretjon  of  bile, 
as  in  the  cholera  morbus,  there  is  no  fever.  The  only- 
danger  in  this  difeafe  arifes  from  the  violent  irritation 
produced  in  the  bowels  by  fucli  an  extraordinary  quan- 
tity of  this  fecretion  which  commonly  paffes  down- 
wards ; though  I have  feen  it  prove  fatal  when  it  flowed 
into  the  ftomach,  and  produced  perpetual  retching  and 

excoriation 
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The  eye  in  a few  hours  takes  a yellow 
tinge,  which  foon  after  extends  more  or  lefs 

over 

excoriation  of  the  fauces;  but  in  this  cafe  alfo  without 
any  fever.  Secondly,  in  the  mod  fatal  of  all  fevers,  In 
the  Weft  Indies,  there  are  no  marks  of  an  increafed  fe- 
cretion  of  bile,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a preternatural 
defedl  of  it,  as  appears  by  its  not  being  evacuated  either  by 
ftool  or  vomiting,  by  the  white  ftools  which  fometimes 
attend  the  yellow  fever,  and  by  its  not  appearing  in  the 
iirft  paflages,  nor  in  its  own  receptacles  after  death. 
Perhaps  alfo  that  ftate  of  the  bowels  which  renders  it  fo 
difficult  to  procure  ftools  may  be  in  part  owing  to  the 
want  of  this  natural  ftimulus.  It  is  neverthelefs  true, 
that  in  the  intermitting  and  remitting  fevers  of  hot  cli- 
mates and  feafons  there  is  perhaps  always  an  accumula- 
tion of  bile  at  the  beginning,  and  an  increafed  fecretion 
of  it  during  their  courfe.  It  is  farther  true,  that  this 
adds  to  the  patient’s  uneafinefs,  and  aggravates  the 
fymptoms,  and  that  the  cure  confifts  partly  in  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  bile.  But  it  is  alfo  true,  that  in  the 
very  worft  fort  of  fevers  in  hot  climates  it  is  a favoura- 
ble fymptom  where  the  fecretion  of  the  liver  is  reftored 
and  increafed,  a bilious  diarrhoea  being  one  of  the  moft 
aufpicious  fymptoms  that  can  occur  in  a yellow  fever; 
and  in  thofe  that  are  protradled  and  afford  hopes  of  re- 
covery, there  is  generally  a gufh  of  bile  from  time  to 
time.  — We  may  therefore  lay  down  the  following  pofi- 
tions  : I.  That  in  cafes  in  which  bile  is  moft  freely  and 
copioufly  fecreted  no  fever  exifts,  as  in  cholera  morbus • 
2,  That  in  the  worft  fort  of  fevers  there  is  no  preterna- 
tural 
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over  the  face  and  whole  (kin.  This  is  a 
fymptom  l'o  ftriking  and  conftant,  that  it 

gives 

tural  fecretion  of  bile,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a defedl  of 
it.  3.  That  neverthelefs  there  is  an  uncommon  quan- 
tity of  bile  fecreted  in  moll  of  the  fevers  of  hot  cli- 
mates, and  that  part  of  the  cure  confiffs  in  evacua- 
ting it. 

I am  extremely  diffident,  as  I have  faid,  in  all  matters 
depending  on  our  fuppofed  knowledge  of  the  animal  ccco- 
nomy;  but  the  preceding  circumftances  feem  to  counte- 
nance the  following  reafoning:  — The  bile,  according  to 
Dr.  Maclurg,  who  has  given  one  of  the  bell  diflertations 
on  its  nature  and  properties,  is  compofed  of  two  parts  ; 
the  grofs  part,  which  is  congulable  by  acids,  and  that 
part  in  which  the  bitter  principle  refides.  The  firft 
conftitutes  the  principal  part  in  point  of  quantity,  and 
feems  to  be  that  portion  of  the  mafs  of  fluids  which 
lofes  the  property  of  found  healthy  blood,  by  a ten- 
dency to  putrefaction,  and  is  thrown  out  by  this  fecre- 
tion. I will  not  undertake  to  vouch  for  the  truth  of 
this,  but  fhall  aflume  it  as  true  in  the  following  reafont- 
ing  : — According  to  this  theory,  therefore,  the  greater 
part  of  the  bile  is  what  may  be  called  the  effete  part 
of  the  circulating  mafs,  or  perhaps  only  of  the  red 
globules  or  gluten,  the  watery  and  faline  part,  which 
pafles  oft*  by  urine  being  the  corrupted  part  of  the  fe- 
rum.  This  part  of  the  bile  being  very  liable  to  putre- 
faftion,  the  bitter  part  is  confidered  by  Dr.  Maclurg  as 
intended  to  correct  this,  and  alfo  to  anfwer  fome  good 

purpofe 
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gives  name  to  the  difeafe,  though  it  is  not 
abfolutely  either  peculiar  or  effential  to  it. 

There 

purpofe  in  digeftion.  One  of  the  effe&s  of  the  bile  in 
this  operation  is  to  extinguifh  acidity,  whether  proceed- 
ing from  fubftances  taken  in,  or  generated  in  the  fto- 
mnch.  The  blood  in  all  climates,  and  in  all  fituations 
of  life,  is  fubjedf  to  have  part  of  it  thus  corrupted, 
which,  being  feparated  from  the  common  mafs  by  the 
liver,  is  mingled  and  difcharged  with  the  common  feces ; 
but  external  heat  continued  for  any  length  of  time  tends 
to  augment  this  corruption  of  the  fluids,  and  therefore 
to  increafe  the  fecretion  of  bile ; and  it  has  been  ob- 
ferved  both  by  myfelf  and  others,  that  the  bile  found  in 
thofe  bodies  that  have  been  infpe&ed  after  death,  in  con- 
fcquence  of  fevers  in  hot  climates,  is  lefs  bitter,  and  not 
fo  penetrating  to  the  fingers,  being  therefore  deficient  in 
the  antifeptic  principle.  But  fince  external  heat  makes 
no  alteration  in  the  degree  of  temperature  of  the  fluids 
themfelves,  this  efFedb  mu  ft  take  place  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  folids,  in  confequence  of  that  general  lan- 
guor and  want  of  energy  which  too  much  external  heat 
induces  in  the  fundlions,  particularly  in  that  power 
by  which  the  living  body  preferves  itfelf  from  putre- 
failion.  Now  if  this  portion  of  the  blood,  thus  altered 
and  depraved,  is  readily  fecreted  and  fpeedily  thrown 
out,  as  in  cholera  morbus , no  harm  befals  the  conllitu- 
tion,  nor  any  inconvenience  but  what  arifes  from  the 
irritation  of  the  primac  via \ But  this  may  not  take 
place  if  the  body  fhould  be  otherwife  deranged  ; for  the 
removal  of  this  noxious  matter  from  the  mafs  of  blood 

depends 
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There  is  fomething  contagious  in  this  fymp- 
tom,  which  feems  fomewhat  fingular,  and 
difficult  to  be  accounted  for.  It  was  ob- 

ferved 

depends  upon  a due  irritability  of  the  blood  veflels,  the 
liver,  and  the  bowels,  whereby  they  are  ftimulated  to 
contradf,  and  thereby  expel  it.  According  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  Mr.  John  Hunter,  (whofe  deep  and  indullrious 
refearches  into  the  animal  ceconomy  place  him  high  in 
the  lift  of  thofe  few  on  whom  nature  has  beftowed  real 
genius,  and  who  are  capable  of  adding  fomething  new  to 
the  ftock  of  human  knowledge,)  there  is  in  a ftate  of 
health  a relative  habitude  or  mutual  harmony  exifting 
between  the  folids  and  fluids,  whereby  they  ftimulate 
and  produce  adlions  in  each  other,  in  which  the  healthy 
ftate  of  the  fundlions  confifts,  whether  employed  in  the 
formation  of  what  is  found,  or  the  expulfion  of  what  is 
noxious  : fo  that  where  it  happens  that  the  folids  have  a 
morbid  infenfibility  to  the  impreflions  of  corrupted  and 
acrimonious  fluids,  the  retention  of  thefe  adds  flill  more 
to  the  general  derangement.  To  illuftrate  this,  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  the  ftomach  and  bowels,  when  they  are 
endowed,  as  it  were,  with  their  natural  perception,  im- 
mediately expel  any  preternatural  accumulations  of  bile 
that  may  take  place ; but  when  they  are  infenfible  to 
|his  ftimulus  through  difeafe,  no  effort  is  made  to  relieve 
nature  till  it  is  excited  by  medicine.  The  fame  reafon- 
ing  may  be  applied  to  the  various  veflels  and  du£!s. 
Thus  when  we  fee  the  liver  gorged  with  bile,  without 
any  free  excretion  of  it  into  the  gall  bladder,  as  I have 
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ierved  in  the  Royal  Oak  and  Alcide  to  ex- 
tend to  men  who  were  but  {lightly  indif- 
pofed  ; and  at  the  hofpital  it  fpread  to  men 

. in 


fometitties  found  to  be  the  cafe  upon  infpefting  the  body- 
in  fome  of  the  worft  cafes  of  fever,  would  it  not  appear 
that  the  gall  du£ts  have  loft  that  natural  irritability 
whereby  the  bile  is  expelled  ? Or,  in  confluence  of  a 
depraved  ftate  of  a&ion,  conne&ed  with  febrile  affec- 
tion, may  it  not  happen  that  the  abforbents,  which,  in 
their  natural  ftate,  only  abforb  particular  fubftances,  and 
in  a given  quantity,  will  fuffer  a change  in  this  natural 
a&ion,  and  abforb  whatever  happens  to  be  applied  to 
their  orifices  ? In  cafe  of  jaundice,  the  bile,  which  is 
perhaps  not  at  all  abforbed  in  a ftate  of  health,  is  taken 
up  in  large  quantities,  and  mingled  with  the  ma  s o 
blood,  which  proves  a feafonable  relief  in  the  ftate  of  ac- 
cumulation and  diftenfion  occafioned  by  the  obftru&ion. 
This  may  happen  in  cafes  of  fever,  not  indeed  as  a relief 
to  nature,  but  from  a depraved  ftate  of  irritability  m the 
lymphatics,  induced  by  difeafe.  Though  no  mcreafed 
quantity  of  bile,  therefore,  is  found  in  the  gall  bladder, 
there  may  have  been  an  increafed  excretion  of  it,  a pre- 
ternatural abforption  having  been  excited.  So  that  it 
may  admit  of  a queftion  whether  the  colour  of  the  fk.n, 
in  the  yellow  fever,  is  owing  to  this,  or  if  the  idea  of  it 
given  in  the  text-  is  more  juft;  but  in  either  cafe 
it  Items  probable  that  the  extreme  tendency  to  putrefac- 
tion in  the  whole  body  is  owing  either  to  the  prefence 
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in  the  adjoining  beds,  without  imparting 
any  malignity  to  their  difeafes; 

There  is  fomething  very  peculiar  in  the 
countenances  of  thole  who  are  feized  wuth 
it,  difceriiibie  from  the  beginning  by  thole 
who  are  accuftomed  to  fee  it.  'I  his  appear- 
ance confifts  in  a yellow  or  dingy  flulhing 
or  fullnefs  of  the  face  and  neck,  particu- 

of  bile,  in  confequerice  of  abfotption,  or  the  retention  of 
fomething  in  the  blood  from  a defeiSl  of  its  fecretion. 

This  reafoning  concerning  the  bile  in  hot  climates 
may,  in  fome  fort,  be  illuftrated  by  what  happens  to  the 
urine  in  cold  climates.  The  urine  is  the  vehicle  of  an 
excrementitious  part  of  the  blood,  of  which  an  increafed 
proportion  is  generated  in  certain  fevers,  and  if  it  is 
thrown  out  in  the  form  of  high-coloured,-  turbid  urine,- 
the  fever  will  moil  probably  be  flight  and  fliort ; but  if 
it  becomes  pellucid,  or  c rude , as  it  is  called,  the  general 
derangement  will  be  increafed,  the  fever  will  be  more 
violent  and  dangerous,  and  the  fir  ft  fign  of  returning 
health  will  be  a turbid  appearance  and  fediment. 

If  the  reafoning  in  the  above  difeuflion  ftiould  appear 
to  fome  readers  unfatisfadlory,  or  ill  connected,  I can 
only  fay  that  if  it  is  deferving  of  this  character,  I am 
willing  to  have  it  confidered  not  only  as  an  illuftration, 
but  an  example  of  the  nicety  and  fallacy  of  theoretical 
difquifitions. 
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larly  about  the  parotid  glands,  where  the 
yellow  colour  of  the  lkin  is  commonly  firft 
perceived.  There  is  alfo  in  the  eye  and 
mufcles  of  the  countenance  a remarkable 
expreflion  of  dejedtion  and  diftrefs. 

One  of  the  mod  conftant  and  diftingui fir- 
ing fymptoms  of  this  fever  fs  an  obftinate, 
unremitting,  and  painful  pervigilium,  which 
is  the  more  tormenting,  as  the  patient  is 
extremely  defirous  of  fieep.  It  is  feldom 
that  even  a delirium  comes  to  his  relief  to 
make  him  forget  himfelf  for  a moment  -r 
but  he  continues  broad  awake,  night  and 
day,  with  his  reafon  and  fcnles  found,  in  a 
ft  ate  of  the  moft  uneafy  agitation. 

But  the  moft  diftlnguifiiing  lymptom,  and 
that  which  is  expreflive  of  the  greateft  dan- 
ger, is,  an  unconquerable  irritability  in  the 
ftomach,  which  can  be  brought  to  bear  no- 
thing.  An  almoft  inceflant  retching  takes 
place,  which  commonly,  on  the  third  day, 
ends  in  what  is  called  the  black  vomit , the 
molt  hopelefs  of  all  the  fymptoms  attending 
it.  When  this  is  examined,  the  colour  is 
a found 
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found  to  be  owing  to  fmall  dark  flakes,  re- 
fembling  the  grounds  of  coffee,  and  feems 
to  be  blood  which  liad  oozed  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ftomach,  a little  altered.  Indeed 
pure  blood  is  fometimes  thrown  up,  and  we 
know  that  the  red  globules  enter  the  finaller 
order  of  veffels,  and  iffue  by  them  ; for 
bleeding  at  the  nofe  is  a common  fymptom. 
about  this  time;  and  fome  relate  that  it  alfo 
efcapes  by  the  ears  and  pores  of  the  Ik  in, 
which  I never  faw,  but  can  readily  believe 
it.  At  the  fame  time,  the  flools  grow 
black,  and  the  urine  is  frequently  of  a very 
dark  colour,  which  feem  to  be  owing  to 
the  fame  caufe.  I never  remember  to  have 
been  any  one  recover  after  thefe  fymptoms 
came  on. 

There  feems  to  be  a general  error  loci  of 
the  more  tenacious  and  globular  parts  of  the 
blood  into  the  fmaller  order  of  veffels,  to 
which  the  yellow  colour  is  in  a great  mea- 
fure  owing ; and  when  any  part  of  the  fkin 
is  ever  fo  little  prefled  upon,  a damafk  red 
colour  remains  for  fome  time,  the  fmall 
veflels  readily  admitting  the  red  globules. 
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It  is  certain  that  a yellow  colour  of  the  Ikin 
may  be  prpduced  by  fuch  an  error  loci,  with- 
-out  any  fufpicion  of  the  prefence  of  bile. 
We  have  an  illustration  of  this  in  the  ec- 
chymofis  which  follows  upon  an  external 
contufion.  In  this  cafe  the. red  part  of  the 
blood  is  mechanically  forced  either  into  the 
fmaller  order  of  veflels,  or  into  the  cellular 
membrane,  which  occafions  a livid  appear- 
ance, and  in  the  courfe  of  the  recovery  the 
fame  parts  become  yellow,  probably  in  con- 
fequence  of  fome  of  the  gluten  of  the  blood 
afluming  this  colour  after  the  red  parts  have 
been  removed  by  abforption  or  otherwile, 

In  the  word  form  of  this  difeale  there  is 
all.  along  an  uncommonly  difirefling  fenfa- 
tion  of  univerfal  anguifh,  particularly  about 
the  ftomach,  where  there  is  a fenfe  of 
burning  heat,  which,  as  the  mileiable  fuf* 
ferers  themfelves  exprels  it,  becomes  un- 
fpeakable  torture. 

A fenfe  of  weight  at  the  breafl,  deep  and 

frequent  fighing,  and  a great  failure  of  mul- 

cular 


I 
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cular  flrength,  are  dangerous  (ymptoms  in 
all  flages  of  the  difeafe. 

* 

Upon  the  firft  attack  the  fkin  is  extremely 
hot  and  dry,  and  the  pulfe  hard  and  fre- 
quent ; but  the  external  heat  foon  becomes 
very  little  different  from  the  ulual  flandard 
of  health,  and  the  (kin  feels  foft  and  moift. 
There  Sometimes  happens  an  eruption  of 
finall  puilules,  with  white  heads,  on  the 
trunk  of  the  body,  which  is  a favourable 
fign  ; and  I have  feen  a head-ach  difappear 
upon  this  breaking  out.  The  pulfe  does  not 
ferve  as  an  index  of  danger ; for,  after  the 
hurry  of  the  firft  attack,  it  becomes  very 
moderate  in  point  of  frequency,  varying 
from  eighty  to  a hundred  pulfations  in  a mi- 
nute, and  is  natural  in  point  of  regularity 
and  flrength. 

u 

In  tliefe  circumflances  this  fever  differs 
from  that  which  was  lafl  defcribed  ; and  it 
.alfo  differs  from  it  in  being  attended  with 
little  delirium.  I have  feen  cafes  in  which 
the  fenfes  were  not  affcdled  from  beginning 
to  end  ; and  I never  obferved  that  violent 
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and  inceffant  delirium  which  attends  other 
dangerous  fevers. 

The  date  of  the  fauces  is  alfo  different 
from  that  of  mod:  other  fevers,  for  there 
is  no  excedive  third.  The  tongue  is  fome- 
what  white  and  foul ; but  I do  not  remem- 
ber  ever  to  have  feen  it  black  and  dry. 

A want  of  action  in  the  bowels,  and  an 
infenfibility  to  purgative  medicines,  indicate 
great  danger  ; and,  next  to  the  black  flimy 
ltools,  one  of  the  mod  unfavourable  fymp- 
toms  is,  when  the  feces  are  like  white  clay, 
as  I have  feen  in  fome  cafes  that  ran  out  to 
the  length  of  a week  before  they  proved  fa- 
tal. When  the  black  vomit  and  dools  oc- 
cur, death  commonly  happens  on  the  third 
or  fourth  day.  A bilious  diarrhoea  fponta- 
neouHy  coming  on,  is  a very  favourable 
iymptom. 

In  more  unpromiling  cafes  the  urine  is 
fcanty,  and  in  the  lad  dage  of  life  it  be- 
comes of  a very  dark  colour,  as  was  men- 
tioned before.  A plentiful  lecretion  of  urine 
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is  a very  favourable  circumftance,  and  feems 
to  be  one  of  nature’s  methods  of  curing  the 
difeafe  ; for  fuch  cafes  are  obferved  to  ter- 
minate well.  I remember  one  cafe  in  parti- 
cular in  which  feveral  quarts  were  made 
daily  for  feveral  days  together,  and  it  was  of 
a very  dark  faffron  colour,  but  looked  green 
where  the  furface  was  in  contact  with  the 
lide  of  the  pot.  I infpiflated  a fmall  quan- 
tity of  it,  and  found  a large  refiduum* 
which  was  very  deliquefcent,  and  feemed 
to  be  all  faline.  In  a hot  climate  the  urine 
does  not  ftiew  that  feparation  and  depofition 
which  denote  the  criiis  of  fevers  in  cold  cli- 
mates, and  this  is  perhaps  owing  to  there 
being  lefs  mucilage  and  more  alkali  in  the 
former,  on  account  of  the  more  putrefcent 
Hate  of  the  fluids.  Upon  adding  a little 
vinegar  to  the  urine  in  the  cafe  above  men- 
tioned, it  became  turbid  like  the  critical 
urine  of  the  fevers  of  Europe. 

At  the  approach  of  death,  cold  clammy 
fwcats  come  on  ; the  pulfe  continues  regu- 
lar and  of  a certain  degree  of  ftrength,  but 
grows  gradually  flower,  I have  counted  it 

at 
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at  forty  pulfations  in  a minute.  The  patient 
is  frequently  fenfible  to  the  laft  moment  ; 
nor  does  the  countenance  link  into  what  is 
called  the  Hippocratic  appearance.  In  other 
cafes  I have  feen,  at  this  time,  coma,  and 
, not  unfrequently  convullions.  Broad  livid 
fpots  fometimcs  alio  appear  on  the  ikin. 
Extreme  mufcular  debility,  a great  diffi- 
culty of  deglutition,  and  a dimnefs  of  the 
eye-fight,  are  likewife  common  fymptoms 
in  the  lafl  lcene. 

The  different  ltages  which  lead  to  diffoiu- 
tion  following  each  other  thus  rapidly,  there 
is  not  that  gradual  failure  of  the  powers  of 
nature  that  ufually  give  warning  of  ap- 
proaching death  ; but  the  fprings  of  life  run 
down,  as  it  were,  at  once,  the  wretched 
fufferer  expires,  and  is  happily  delivered 
from  the  moil  extreme  mifery  of  which 
human  nature  is  capable. 

Such  is  the  general  train  of  fymptoms  in 
this  fever,  taken  entirely  from  my  own  ob- 
fervation  ; but  great  varieties  occur  both  in 
the  fymptoms  and  duration,  fo  great  indeed, 

that 
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that  it  is  hardly  recognifable  for  the  fame 
difeafe.  I lhall  give  fpecimens  of  fuch  ano- 
malous cafes  in  two  that  occurred  at  Port 
Royal,  on  board  of  the  Canada,  in  July, 
1782. 

A lieutenant  of  that  fhip  had  been  fubjeft, 
for  four  days,  to  fits  of  retching,  without 
any  bilious  difcharge  or  pain  in  the  ftomach ; 
and,  except  a white  tongue,  he  had  no 
fymptom  of  fever  in  that  time,  nor  any 
thing  to  prevent  him  from  doing  his  duty. 
On  the  fourth  day,  when  I firft:  law  him, 
he  began  to  complain  of  a fixed  pain  in  the 
pit  of  the  flomach,  which  was  not  very 
violent,  and  about  the  fame  time  a yellow- 
nefs  began  to  appear  on  the  white  of  the 
eye.  He  took  a laxative  medicine,  which 
had  the  defired  effect,  and  fome  volatile  fpi- 
rits,  with  fome  drops  of  thebaic  tin&ure  in 
fimple  mint  water,  for  the  pain  in  his  fto- 
mach. Pie  had  a good  night.  Next  day 
the  complaint  of  the  ftomach  was  better ; 
but  there  was  great  mufcular  debility.  He 
had  feveral  natural  ftools  ; and  as  there  feem- 
ed  little  indication  but  debility,  he  took  no- 
thing 
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thing  that  day  except  an  infufion  of  fome 
bitters  and  aromatics  in  wine.  As  he  did 
not  want  for  appetite,  he  eat  fome  broth 
and  chicken ; and  nothing  to  give  any  alarm 
happened  this  day,  except  a fhort  qualm, 
in  which  he  was  faint,  with  a fenfe  of  cold, 
feeling  to  himfelf,  as  he  faid,  as  if  he 
ihould  have  expired.  In  the  afternoon  he 

bcg;ui  to  have  black-colonred  {tools,  which 

\ 

was  the  firlf  fymptom  that  clearly  betrayed 
the  nature  of  the  difeafe.  He  was  then  or- 
dered as  much  Peruvian  bark  as  he  could 
take  with  red  wine,  and  thefe  his  ftomach 
bore.  Decotion  of  bark  was  alio  given 
him  in  clyfters.  He  had  a ftrong  voice, 
and  was  quite  fenfihle,  but  grew  weaker 
and  weaker  with  frequent  returns  of  the 
qualms,  and  he  expired  that  evening  before 
ten  o’clock. 

I have  not  the  leaf;  hefitation  in  ranking 
this  cafe  with  the  fevers  laft  deferibed, 
though  fo  many  of  the  ufual  fymptoms  were 
wanting.  This  gentleman,  though  ol  ,a 
lively,  active  dilpolition,  was  of  a {lender 
make,  and  of  a dingy,  doughy  completion, 

and 
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and  his  cafe  gave  me  the  idea  of  a difeafe  at- 
tacking a conftitution  which,  not  having 
powers  to  ftruggle  with  it,  is  overwhelmed 
without  making  refinance  *.  In  thofe  ro- 
buft,  plethoric  habits,  which  are  moft  cmn- 
monly  attacked,  there  is  a fufficient  degree 
of  ftrength  to  excite  the  violent  fymptoms 
.before  enumerated. 

A few  days  after  this  gentleman’s  death, 
another  officer  of  the  fame  fhip  was  taken  ill 
with  the  fame  fort  of  fever,  and  it  was  alfo 
attended  with  feveral  unufual  fymptoms. 
Neither  his  (kin  nor  eyes  were  yellow  ; the 
fkin  was  hot  and  dry  throughout  the  dif- 
eafe, and  during  the  three  fir  ft  days  there 

* I have  been  very  cautious  of  admitting  any  theory 
into  this  work  ; but  I cannot  help  adopting  the  dodf  rine  of 
my  much-valued  mafter,  Dr.  Cullen,  on  this  point,  viz. 
that  a great  part  of  the  fymptoms  of  fever  arife  from  re- 
adtion,  or  that  effort  which  nature  makes  to  overcome 
the  morbid  caufe.  I am  happy  in  any  opportunity  of  ac- 
knowledging my  obligations  to  this  learned  profeffor,  to 
whom  the  medical  world  in  general  is  fo  much  indebted, 
as  well  for  the  rational  views  of  the  animal  ccconomy, 
which  he  teaches,  as  for  that  fpirit  of  ftudy  and  inquiry 
which  he  infufes  into  the  minds  of  his  pupils. 
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was  a diarrhoea,  which  was  neither  bilious, 
putrid,  nor  mucous,  but  confifted  in  wate* 
ry  ftools.  There  were  no  gripes,  nor  any 
local  pains  whatever  ; but  I never  remem- 
ber to  have  feen  more  buffering  from  that 
general  anguifh,  particularly  about  the  flo- 
mach,  which  attends  this  fort  of  fever*  On 
the  third  night  he  began  to  vomit  and  purge 
blood,  which  foon  terminated  ill  that  dark- 
coloured  dilcharge  which  is  a fvmptom  fa 
chara&eriftic  and  fatal  in  this  difeafe.  He 
continued  fenfible  till  within  eight  hours  of 
his  death,  which  happened  on  the  fourth 
night.  The  pulfe  was  full  and  pretty 
fh-ong  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  diF 
eafe  ; but  there  was  all  along  great  debility 
and  frequent  fighing,  fymptoms  that  ought 
always  to  create  alarm. 


Treatment  of  the  Yellow  Fever* 

1 FEEL  this  as  the  mod  painful  and 
difcouraging  part  of  this  work,  the  yellow 
fever  being  one  of  the  1110ft  fatal  diieales  to 

which 
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which  the  human  body  is  fubjeft,  and  in 
which  human  art  is  the  moft  unavailing;. 

It  feems  hardlv  to  admit  of  a doubt  that 

J 

there  are  particular  inftances  of  dileafe,  in 
their  own  nature,  determinedly  fatal,  that  is, 
in  which  the  animal  functions  are  from  the 
beginning  fo  deranged,  that  there  are  no 
poffible  means  in  nature  capable  of  control- 
ling that  feries  of  morbid  motions  which 
lead  to  diflolution.  Of  this  kind  appear  to 
be  the  greateft  number  of  cafes  of  the 
plague,  many  of  the  malignant  fmall  pox, 
and  fome  of  fevers,  particularly  of  that  kind 
now  under  consideration.  It  is  extremely 
difficult  to  afcertain  fuch  cafes  from  obfer- 
vation ; and  it  may  be  faid  that  the  opinion 
of  the  exigence  of  them  is  favourable  to 
ignorance  and  indolence.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  may  be  queftioned  if  more  harm  is 
not  likely  to  arife  in  medicine  by  being  too 
fanguine  and  officious,  than  by  a diffidence 
of  art  and  trufting  to  the  powers  of  unaffift- 
ed  nature  ? Were  we.  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  animal  ceconomy,  we  ffiould  per- 
ceive a priori  ip  what  inftances  the  fc  1 of 
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difeafe  would  either  operate  lo  as  neceffarily 
to  terminate  in  death*  or  when  they  were 
within  the  command  of  art.  But  we  can 
derive  little  or  no  information  from  this- 
fource*  on  account  of  our  great  ignorance 
of  the  fecret  operations  of  the  living  body  ; 
fo  that  the  only  grounds  of  judging  are  our 
obfervation  and  experience  concerning  the 
ul'ual  event  of  difeafe,  and  the  effects  of  re- 
medies. Though  thefe  are  circumdances 
attended  with  great  uncertainty  and  ambi- 
guity, yet  I believe  it  will  be  admitted  as 
the  opinion  of  the  mod;  chade  and  expe- 
rienced obfervers,  that  there  do  really  exift 
difeafes  whofe  courfe  cannot  be  diverted  by 
any  means  that  can  be  employed.  This 
opinion,  I have  faid,  is,  in  one  view,  ex- 
tremely difeouraging  ; yet,  to  the  mind  of 
a feeling  and  conlcientious  practitioner,  who 
mud;  often  find  his  bed  endeavours  baffled 
in  many  difeafes  as  well  as  this,  and  who 
might  be  apt  to  look  back  and  accufe  him- 
felf  of  fome  fault  or  omiffion,  it  affords 
this  fatisfaCtion  to  his  reflections,  that  the 
want  of  fuccefs  mnv  have  been  owing  to 
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fomething  in  the  nature  of  the  difeafe,  and 
not  to  his  want  of  Ikili  and  attention. 

But  though  the  fatality  of  this  difeafe  is 
difcouraging,  let  us  not  defpond,  but  rather 
redouble  our  diligence  in  obferving  what  af- 
fiftance  and  relief  nature  may  admit  of. 

It  is  proper  in  this  as  in  every  other  fever 
of  this  climate,  to  begin  the  cure  by  clean- 
fing  the  firft  pafl’ages.  This  does  not  pro- 
duce the  fame  relief  as  in  the  common  bili- 
ous fever,  probably  becaufe  there  is  a lefs 
free  fecretion  of  bile,  and  therefore  lefs  op- 
preffien  from  the  colle&ion  of  it. 

With  regard  to  blood-letting,  the  moil 
that  can  be  laid  in  its  favour  is,  that  if 
there  fhould  be  a hard  throbbing  pulfe,  with 
violent  pain  in  the  head  and  back,  it  is  fafe 
in  the  firft  twelve  hours.  This  limitation 
is  necelfary,  at  leaf;  with  regard  to  common 
leamen,  who  do  not  bear  evacuations  fo  well 
as  officers  and  others,  who  are  ufed  to  a bet- 
ter diet,  and  to  whom  the  lofs  of  blood  has, 
ill  fome  cafes,  been  found  ufeful  in  the 
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early  ftage  of  this  fever.  It  is,  however,  in 
all  cafes  extremely  dangerous,  except  in  the 
circumftances  mentioned  above.  The  blood 
is  laid  to  fhew  a buff  in  the  beginning  of  the 
difeaie,  but  in  the  fecond  ftage,  it  is  men- 
tioned by  a French  author*,  that  it  hardly 
coagulates  or  feparates.  But  even  the  ap- 
pearance of  a buff,  without  confidering  other 
circumftances,  does  not  always  argue  the 
propriety  of  blood-letting +. 

The  great  objeCft  in  the  cure  of  this  fever 
is,  to  bring  the  ftomach  to  bear  the  bark. 

* M.  Pefportes,  who  wrote  a treatife  on  the  difeafes 
of  St.  Domingo. 

-}'  There  is  a difference  in  the  appearance  of  the  blood 
when  fizy,  perhaps  not  l'ufficiently  infilled  on  bv  practi- 
cal writers;  for  thongh  there  Ihould  even  be  a very 
thick  buff,  yet,  if  the  furface  is  flat,  and  the  craffamcn- 
turn  tender,  no  great  inflammation  is  indicated,  in  com- 
parifon  of  that  Hate  of  the  blood  wherein  the  furface  is 
cupped,  the  oaflamentum  contracted  fo  as  to  afford  the 
appearance  of  a large  portion  of  ferutn,  and  where  it 
feels  firm  and  tenacious,  though  perhaps  but  thinly  co- 
vered with  buff.  This  is  a diflinCtion  well  worth  at- 
tending to  in  praCtice;  for  it  is  in  thefe  laft  circumftances 
that  blood-letting  gives  molt  relief,  and  where  the  pa- 
tient will  bear  the  repetition  of  it  with  raoft  advantage. 
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There  are  here  wanting  moft  of  the  circum- 
flances  that  in  the  other  cafes  forbid  tha 
life  of  it ; for  there  is  no  preternatural 
quantity  of  bile  in  the  flomach  and  intef- 
tines,  nor  is  there  a hot  and  dry  Ikin,  nor 
violent  delirium.  The  only  obftacle  to  its 
adminiftration  is  the  great  irritability  of  the 
flomach,  which  is  the  mod  fatal  fymptom 
of  the  difeafe  ; and  the  principal  part  of  the 
management  of  the  patient  confifls  in  the 
prevention  or  removal  of  this.  The  fto- 
mach  is  to  be  treated  with  the  utmofl  ten- 
dernefs  and  attention.  One  gentle  emetic 
at  the  beginning  is  all  that  is  allowable ; 
and  as  frefh  collections  of  bile  are  lefs  apt  to 
occur,  the  repetition  of  it  is  lefs  necefiary. 

It  is  beft  to  abftain  altogether  from  anti- 
monial  medicines,  and  to  render  every  thing, 
whether  food,  drink,  or  medicine,  as  grate- 
ful as  poffible.  The  liquid  moil  apt  to  flay 
upon  the  flomach  is  the  juice  of  the  acid 
fruits  of  the  climate,  fuch  as  * oranges  and 

* See  the  fame  obfervation  in  Mr.  Hume’s  Eflay  on 
this  Difeafe,  publiflied  by  Dr.  Donald  Monro. 
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lemons.  It  happens  frequently,  however, 
that  acids  come  to  be  loathed  extremely,  lb 
as  to  naufeate  the  ftomach  and  to  encourage 
Fetching.  In  this  cafe  I have  found  a com- 
polition  of  wine  and  water  with  lemon  juice 
and  nutmeg,  fweetened  with  fugar,  and  given 
warm,  to  be  a very  grateful  and  falutary 
drink.  The  patient  fometimes  prefers  the 
deco&ion  of  farinaceous  fubftances  to  every 
other  liquid  ; and  in  one  cafe  in  paiticular, 
which  did  well,  the  patient  was  led  bv  tafte 
to  prefer  warm  wrater  gruel  to  every  thing 
elfe,  and  the  great  quantity  he  drank  feemed 
to  have  a confiderable  (hare  in  his  recovery , 
by  keeping  up  a warm  moift  Ikin  and  pro- 
ducing a great  flow  ol  urine. 


In  order  to  check  vomiting,  the  fahne 
draught,  in  the  adt  of  effervefcence,  has  been 
employed  with  evident  advantage  ; but  in 
111  oft  cafes  this  fymptom  is  lo  obftmate  as 
to  difeourage  all  attempts  to  remove  it.  I 
have  known  magnefta  in  mint  water  have  a 
vifible  effedt  in  toothing  the  ftomach,  parti- 
cularly when  given  immediately  after  tome 

acid  beverage. 
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I was  informed  by  Dr.  Young,  phyfician 
to  the  army,  that  he  found  an  infuiion  ot 
chamaemile  flowers  one  of  the  heft  medicines 
in  this  vomiting  ; and  a furgeon  of  one  of 
the  line-of-battle  fhips  informed  me,  that  he 
alfo  found  advantage  from  it  in  alleviating 
this  Iymptom.  The  French  author  above 
mentioned  affirms,  that  milk,  boiled  with 
fome  flour  or  bread,  given  in  the  quantity 
of  a fpoonful  at  a time,  and  frequently  re- 
peated, had  more  eflcdt  than  any  thing  he 
tried  in  flopping  the  vomiting  in  this  fever. 
I have  feen  this  Iymptom  relieved  by  fo- 
menting the  ftomach  with  ftupes  wrung 
from  the  decodion  of  bark,  and  fprinkled 
with  camphorated  fpirits  and  tincture  of 
bark  *. 

But  nothing  I have  ever  feen  tried  had  fo 
great  an  effect  in  removing  this  irritability 

* The  ftate  of  the  ftomach  is  very  much  affe£ted  by 
that  of  the  external  furface  of  the  body ; and  it  is  faga- 
cioufly  obferved  by  Sydenham,  that  the  ftomach  being 
commonly  very  irritable  in  the  plague,  the  mod  effectual 
means  of  making  it  retain  what  was  adininiflered  inter- 
nally was  to  excite  a fweat. 
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of  ttomach  as  a blitter  applied  to  it  ex- 
ternally ; and  it  is  a remedy  which,  fo 
far  as  I know,  has  not  been  hitherto  re- 
commended. In  other  fevers,  when  the 
head  was  not  particularly  affedted,  I prefer- 
red this  part  for  the  application  of  a b lif- 
ter, for  it  is  in  fome  refpedts  more  conve- 
nient than  between  the  fhoulders,  and  the 
ttomach  is  the  part  more  affe&ed  perhaps 
than  any  other  in  all  fevers.  But  in  this 
fever  I was  led  to  apply  it  to  this  part,  both 
from  its  being  attested  in  an  uncommon  de- 
gree, and  from  obferving,  upon  infpedting 
the  bodies  of  thofe  who  died,  that  the  only 
morbid  appearance  that  could  be  difcovered 
was  an  inflammatory  fuflufion  on  the  inner 
membranes  of  the  ttomach. 

I have  employed  opiates  both  externally 
and  internally  to  allay  this  fymptom,  but 
without  the  effe6t  that  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  fo  powerful  a fedative. 

As  the  ttomach  will  feldom,  even  in  the 
moft  favourable  cafes,  bear  luch  a quantity 
of  bark  as  to  fubdue  the  dileafe,  it  mutt  be 
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exhibited  in  every  other  way  that  can  be 
thought  of,  fuch  as  by  clyfter  and  by  ex- 
ternal fomentation,  both  of  which  I have 
employed  with  good  effect.  I ufed  to  order 
a pint  of  decotflion  of  bark  to  be  injected 
every  three  or  four  hours,  and  the  fomenta- 
tion to  be  employed  nearly  as  often.  I have 
heard  of  the  deco<5tion  of  bark  being  ufed  as 
a warm  bath  with  fuccefs  ; but  I cannot 
decide  concerning  this  practice  from  my 
own  experience. 

I have  no  other  internal  remedy  to  recom- 
mend ; for  whatever  power  of  retention  the 
flomach  may  have  fhould  be  employed  in 
taking  bark.  If  it  fhould  become  tolerably 
retentive,  camphor  will  be  found  of  fer- 
vice ; and  if  given  in  the  evening  with  an 
opiate,  perfpiration  and  deep  will  probably 
be  procured,  by  which  the  patient  will  be 
greatly  relieved. 

Blifters  to  the  thighs  and  legs  feemed  to 
coincide  with  the  general  intention  of  cure, 
and  they  appeared  to  be  of  advantage  in  the 
cafes  in  which  they  were  tried. 

G g 4 


4.  Of 


45  6 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  FEVERS. 


FART  III. 


4.  Of  the  Effects  of  Flowers,  of  Zinc  and 
White  Vitriol  in  the  Cure  of  obftinate 
Intermittent  Fevers. 

0 

1 T frequently  happens  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies that  intermittent  fevers  are  fo  obftinate 
as  to  relift  the  common  means  of  cure  by 
the  Peruvian  bark  ; fo  that  thefe  complaints 
become  extremely  diftrefling  to  the  medical 
practitioner  as  well  as  to  the  patient.  In- 
deed this  was  a difficulty  that  occurred  fo 
often,  that  I was  fometipies  tempted  to 
think,  either  that  the  great  reputation  of 
this  medicine  is  npt  fo  well  founded  as  is 
commonly  believed,  or  that  the  bark  gene- 
rally in  ufe  in  thefe  times  is  not  of  fo  good 
a quality  as  that  employed  by  the  phyficians 
who  firft  eftabliffied  its  character. 

But,  in  the  firft  place,  the  experience  upon 
which  its  reputation  w'as  firft  built  was  in  a 
temperate  climate,  where  very  few  agues 
are  found  to  refill  it  when  properly  admini- 
ftered.  In  the  next  place,  there  is  reafon  to 

believe 
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believe  that,  in  fa£l,  the  medicine  itfelf  now 
commonly  in  ufe  is  not  equally  powerful 
with  what  was  firffc  employed  ; and  a fpe- 
cies  of  it,  called  the  Red  Peruvian  Bark, 
has  lately  been  difcovered,  or  rather,  per- 
haps, revived,  which  is  certainly  of  a fuperior 
quality,  and  has  been  found  to  cure  inter- 
mittents  in  which  the  common  fort  had 
failed  * 

However  this  may  be,  it  is  an  undoubted 
faft  that  obftinate  agues  are  much  more  fre- 
quent in  the  Weft  Indies  than  in  Europe; 
and  fomething  to  fupply  the  infufficiency  of 
the  bark  l'eemed  to  be  a dejideratum. 

m 

I was  informed  by  Dr.  Hendy,  of  Barba- 
d.oes,  that  he  had  found  the  flowers  of  zinc 
to  anfw.er  in  cafes  of  intermittent  fever,  in 

* The  red  bark  was  brought  to  England  in  a Spanilh 
prize  in  the  year  1781,  and  a very  accurate  account  of 
>ts  medical  and  chemical  properties  was  publi/hed  the  year 
after  by  Dr.  William  Saunders,  of  Guy’s  hofpital.  None 
of  it  had  been  brought  to  the  Well  Indies  before  the 
peace,  fo  that  I had  no  opportunity  of  trying  it  in  that 
cf  mate. 
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which  even  the  bark  and  every  other  remedy 
and  mode  of  treatment  had  failed.  It  was 
found  very  fuccefsful  in  the  like  cafes,  both 
in  my  own  trials  at  the  hofpitals,  and  by 
the  furgeons  of  the  men  of  war  to  whom  I 
recommended  the  ufe  of  it.  In  order  to 
judge  what  may  be  expected  from  it,  I fhall 
give  a ipecimen  of  its  fuccefs  in  fome  cafes, 
at  the  hofpital  at  St.  Lucia,  of  which  I kept 
ail  accurate  account,  in  the  months  of  Fe- 
bruary and  March,  1 783. 

About  the  time  the  fleet  arrived  there, 
fix  cafes  of  intermittent  fevers  were  fent  to 
the  hcfpital  from  different  fhips.  One  was 
of  fix  weeks  continuance,  and  had  been 
fometimes  of  the  tertian,  fometimes  of  the 
quartan  type.  Two  were  quartans  ; one  of 
which  was  of  two  months,  the  other  of 
eight  months  duration.  Two  were  regular 
tertians  ; of  which  one  had  only  had  two 
fits,  but  was  a relapfe  after  a week’s  exemp- 
tion from  an  attack  of  fevernl  weeks.  The 
other  was  of  three  months  continuance,  at- 
tended with  an  eruption  on  the  hands  and 
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arms.  The  fixth  cafe  was  a quotidian  of 
three  weeks,  attended  with  a cough  of  the 
fame  {landing,  and  joined  with  lea  fcurvy. 

In  all  of  them  the  bark  had  been  given 
at  fome  period  or  other  ; and  the  flowers  of 
zinc  were  now  tried  in  all,  except  the  lafl. 
In  three  out  of  the  five  this  medicine  had 
the  moft  vifible  good  effe&s.  In  one  the 
difeafe  was  fo  fpeedily  removed,  that  there 
was  only  one  fit  after  the  firfl  day  of  taking 
this  medicine,  and  the  other  two  had  reco- 
vered perfectly  after  it  had  been  ufed  for  fe- 
ven  days. 

In  thefe  cafes  there  can  be  little  or  no 
ambiguity  with  regard  to  the  real  efficacy  of 
the  medicine,  as  the  difeafe  had  lafled  from 
two  to  fix  months,  and  there  was  no  other 
circumftance  of  change  in  the  fituation  or 
treatment  of  the  patients  that  could  account 
for  their  recovery. 

Of  the  two  cafes  in  which  it  failed,  one 
was  the  tertian  of  three  months,  attended 

with 
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with  the  eruption  ; the  other  was  the  re- 
lapfed  tertian  of  three  days. 

With  regard  to  the  dofe,  I began  with 
giving  it  in  the  quantity  of  two  grains 
thrice  a day,  which,  in  fome,  produced  the 
d.  fired  effedt,  and  without  the  leaft  fenlible 
operation  on  the  ftomach  or  bowels.  If 
this  dofe  did  not  flop  the  fits  .after  a few 
davs  trial,  it  was  increafed  to  three  grains, 
which,  in  fome,  would  produce  a little  fick- 
nefj.  I found  that  four  grains  ruffled  the 
ftomach  a good  deal  ; but  if  the  patient  is 
gradually  habituated  to  it,  even  more  than 
this  may  be  given  without  inconvenience. 

In  thofe  cafes  in  which  it  was  fuccefsful 
it  was  not  found  neceffary  to  give  more 
than  two  grains  at  a dole,  except  in  one  of 
them,  in  which  three  were  given  the  day 
before,  the  fit  ceafed.  In  the  two  unfuccefs- 
ful  cafes  the  medicine  had  a fair  trial  for  a 
fortnight  ; but  one  of  them  getting  no  bet- 
ter, and  the  other  feeming  to  get  worfe,  it 
v was  left  off. 


The 
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The  cafes  to  which  this  medicine  is 
adapted  are  thofe  that  have  extremely  dif- 
tinCt  remiffions,  with  no  fymptoms  of  bile 
nor  any  local  affection.  When  agues  come 
to  be  long  protracted,  they  are  frequently 
what  may  be  called  nervous  ; that  is,  con- 
lifting  of  certain  morbid  motions  that  feem 
to  be  induced  by  habit,  after  the  original 
caufe  is  removed,  and  with  a tolerable  en- 
joyment of  appetite,  Deep,  and  all  the  func- 
tions of  life,  during  the  intermiflion. 

The  two  cafes  in  which  the  zinc  failed 
recovered  by  the  ufe  of  the  bark.  This 
had  been  unfuccefsfully  tried  before,  and  its 
good  effeds  now  might  either  depend  on  its 
having  been  left  off  for  fome  time,  whereby 
the  body  recovered  its  fenlibility  to  its  vir- 
tues, or  it  might  be  in  confequence  of  ad- 
miniltering  it  in  ardent  fpirits  with  a few 
grains  of  capficum  and  ginger,  additions 
which  I found  to  Improve  its  effeCts  in  other 
cales,  and  is  a mode  of  giving  it  well  fuited 
to  this  climate. 
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The  zinc  was  not  tried  in  the  fixth  cafe, 
on  account  of  the  local  affe&ion  and  the  re- 
million  being  Ihort  and  imperfect. 

The  white  vitriol,  being  a fait  of  zinc, 
might  be  fuppofed  to  polfefs  the  fame  vir- 
tues ; and  it  would  appear  to  do  fo  from 
fome  fads'*  that  were  reported  to  me  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  alfo  from  fome  trials  made 
by  me  at  St.  Thomas’s  hofpital  fince  I came 
to  England. 

Though 

* Mr.  Telford  related  to  me,  that  he  had  cured  feveral 
intermittents  that  had  baffled  the  bark,  by  means  of 
white  vitriol,  whilft  he  was  furgeon  of  the  Yarmouth 
in  1779.  He  gave  it  in  dofes  of  five  grains  every  four 
hours  in  the  intermiflion,  and  was  fuccefsful  in  every 
cafe  except  two,  in  which  the  patients  were  far  advanced 
in  the  dropfy. 

He  met  with  feveral  cafes  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  AI- 
cide,  in  1782,  in  which  he  was  fuccefsful  with  the  flowers 
of  zinc,  after  having  given  large  quantities  of  bark  to  no 
purpofe.  He  preferred,  however,  the  white  vitriol,  as 
being  milder  in  its  operation,  and.lefs  apt  to  difagree  with 
the  patient’s  ftomach. 
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Though  this  is  a medicine  of  very  confi- 
derable  powers,  I do  not  mean  to  put  it  iu 
competition  with  the  bark,  by  propofing  it 
as  a fubftitute  for  it,  or  by  reprefenting  it 
as  fuperior  to  it  in  all  circumftances ; but 
only  to  propofe  it  as  a valuable  fubfidiary  in 
particular  cafes.  The  account  I have  given 
is  faithfully  extracted  from  a diary  of  my 
practice  ; and  were  I to  fay  more  in  its  fa- 
vour than  the  future  experience  of  others 
may  warrant,  I fhould  do  more  harm  than 
fervice  to  its  reputation.  Many  good  medi- 
cines have  had  their  characters  hurt  by  being 
over-rated  by  the  firfl:  propofers  of  them, 
who  are  naturally  fanguine  and  partial,  with- 
out, perhaps,  intending  to  deceive.  But 
when  others  find  that  their  virtues  do  not 
come  up  to  what  has  been  aflerted,  they  are 
apt  to  run  into  the  other  extreme,  and  ex- 

He  did  not  employ  either  of  them  in  the  recent  ftate 
of  the  difeafe,  nor  does  he  aflert  that  they  are  univerfalor 
infallible  remedies  ; hut  only  alledges,  that  he  has  expe- 
rienced the  molt  evident  good  effedts  from  them  in  an 
advanced  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  and  a reduced  ftate  of  the 
patient,  where  the  common  remedy  had  failed. 


plode 
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plode  them  altogether ; fo  that  what  was 
given  out  as  good  for  every  thing,  is  now 
found  to  be  good  for  nothing  *. 

* Dr.  Huck  Saunders,  whofe  recent  Iofs  the  world  has 
reafon  to  regret  on  account  of  his  experience  and  fagacity 
as  a phyfician,  as  well  as  his  virtues  as  a man,  communi- 
cated to  me,  in  converfation,  fome  obfervations  on  the 
cure  of  obftinate  intermittents,  which  deferve  to  be  men- 
tioned here.  When  he  was  phyfician  to  the  army  at  the 
Havannah  he  cured  a number  of  agues  which  had  refilled 
the  bark,  by  giving  two  ounces  of  the  vinous  tindlure  of 
rhubarb  and  fix  drams  of  the  tindlure  of  fena  feven  or 
eight  hours  before  the  fit.  This  being  repeated  two  or 
three  times,  carried  off  the  difeafe.  He  alfo  informed 
me,  that  he  had  met  with  agues  in  England  which  did 
not  yield  to  the  bark;  but,  upon  leaving  it  off,  and  put- 
ting the  patients  on  acourfe  of  mercury,  they  were  cured 
upon  returning  to  the  ufe  of  the  bark, 

Arfenic  has  alfo  been  found  to  be  an  effectual  remedy 
in  intermittent  fevers.  I was  informed  by  Dr.  Huck 
Saunders,  that  when  he  was  in  North  America,  in  the 
war  before  the  lad,  there  was  an  expedition  undertaken 
again  11  the  Charokee  Indians,  whofe  country  is  extremely 
fubjedl  to  agues ; and  as  an  adequate  quantity  of  bark 
would  have  been  very  cumberfome  where  light  fervice 
was  necelfary,  Mr.  Ruffe!,  who  had  the  medical  ma- 
nagement of  the  expedition,  provided  a great  number  of 
pills,  containing  each  one  eighth  part  of  a grain  of  arfe- 
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nic,  by  the  proper  ufe  of  which  he  was  enabled  to  cure 
the  intermittent  fevers  with  which  the  troops  were  feized. 

I /hall  here  mention  another  unufual  remedy  in  inter- 
mitting fevers ; and  though  I can  bring  only  one  in/lance 
in  proof  of  its  efficacy,  yet  this  is  fo  /Irong  as  to  make  it 
deferve  farther  trial.  A man,  on  board  of  the  Sandwich, 
had  an  ob/linate  intermittent  which  had  refilled  the  bark, 
and  was  /lopped  by  applying  to  the  /tomach  a pla/ler, 
compofed  of  gum  pla/ler,  epifpa/lic  pla/ler,  and  opium, 
in  proportions  which  I do  not  now  recolledl. 
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CHAP.  II. 

Of  Fluxes. 

These  feem  to  arife  in  the  lame  cir- 
cumftances,  and  to  be  owing  to  the  lame 
general  caufes,  as  fevers.  They  may,  in 
home  fenfe,  be  confidered.  as  fevers,  attended 
with  peculiar  fymptoms  in  confequence  of  a 
determination  to  the  bowels,  juft  as  fevers 
in  cold  climates  are  fometimes  attended  with  , 
rheumatifm  and  catarrh.  We  have  feen,  in 
the  firft  part  of  this  work,  that  the  dyfen- 
tery  arofe  chiefly  in  thofe  Ihips  which  had 
been  fubjedt  to  fevers. 

This  determination  to  the  bowels  is  owing 
to  a variety  of  caufes,  but  is  chiefly  connect- 
ed with  external  heat ; for  it  is  molt  com- 
mon in  hot  climates,  and  towards  the  end 
of  hummer  or  in  the  autumns  of  cold  cli- 
mates, owing  probably  to  a greater  acri- 
mony of  the  fecretions  of  the  uiteftines,  and 

iHvi*  t • 1 1 
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particularly  of  the  bile.  Dyfenteries  arife 
in  camps  alfo  at  the  fame  feafons,  and  in  the 
fame  circumftances  as  bilious  fevers  *. 

1 

1 

Befides  climate  and  feafon,  the  other  cir- 
cumftances determining  to  the  one  difeafe 
more  than  the  other  are,  i.  A difference  in 
the  conftitutions  of  different  men  ; for  in 
the  fame  fhip  it  fometimes  happens  that 
both  difeafes  prevail  equally,  though  all  the 
men  are  ufing  the  fame  diet  and  breathing 
the  fame  air.  2.  The  nature  of  the  occa- 
fional  caufe.  A dyfentery,  for  inftance,  is 
more  likely  to  arife  from  an  irregularity  in 
eating  or  drinking ; a fever  from  being  ex- 
pofed  to  the  weather,  particularly  marfh  ef- 
fluvia. 3.  The  particular  fpecies  of  infec- 
tion that  may  happen  to  be  introduced. 
Suppofe,  for  example,  that  a fhip’s  company 
is  predifpofed  to  acute  diftempers,  and  one 
man  or  more  ill  of  the  dyfentery  fhould  be 
brought  on  board,  this  will  become  the  pre- 
vailing difeafe,  as  happened  in  the  Torbay 
in  Auguff,  1780.  If  the  like  number  of 

* Sir  John  Pringle  on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army. 
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fevers  fhould  be  introduced,  then  fevers  will 
be  the  prevailing  difeafe. 


Thefe  two  difeafes  may  therefore  be  con- 
fidered  as  vicarious , the  one  fubftituting  it- 
felf  for  the  other  according  to  particular  ac- 
cidents, and  both  proceeding  from  the  fame 
general  caufes  ; and  this  is  no  new  idea  of 
mine,  but  feems  to  have  been  Dr.  Syden- 
ham’s, when  he  calls  the  dyfentery  a febris 
introverfa.  It  may  be  farther  added,  that 
dyfentery  is  the  fafeft  form  in  which  this 
caufe,  which  is  common  to  both*  can  exert 
itfelf ; for  it  is  a difeafe  more  within  the 
reach  of  art  ; and  fome  of  the  moft  dange- 
rous fymptoms  attending  fevers,  particu- 
larly delirium.,  feldom  occur  in  dyfentery* 
When  it  proves  fatal,  it  is  in  confequence 
of  violent  local  affection,  and  that  in  general 
after  it  has  taken  a chronic  form.  When 
^n  incipient  fever  turns  into  a dyfentery,  all 
the  fymptoms,  and  particularly  the  head- 
ach,  delirium,  and  coma , it  there  fhould  be 
any,  are  immediately  relieved.  And  the 
moft  favourable  cafes  of  the  yellow  fever  are 

thofe  in  which  a bilious  diarrhoea  comes  on, 

while 
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while  the  moft  fatal  are  thofe  in  which  the 
bowels  are  fo  torpid  as  to  be  infenfible  to 
any  (famulus  either  from  their  own  contents 

J 

or  from  medicine. 

I (hall  not  enter  into  a minute  defcription 
of  this  difeafe  in  all  its  ftages,  as  this  has 
been  fo  ably  executed  by  Sir  John  Pringle, 
Sir  George  Baker,  and  other  authors,  but 
ihall  only  give  a (ketch  of  fome  of  the  mod: 
remarkable  fymptoms,  particularly  fuch  as 
are  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  manner  of 
life,  fo  as  to  explain  the  varieties  that  may 
be  neceflary  in  the  mode  of  treatment. 

1 

The  fluxes  that  arofe  in  the  fleet  were 
either  what  may  be  called  the  acute  idiopa- 
thic dyfenteries,  or  a dyfenteric  flate  of  the 
bowels  from  negle&ed  diarrhoeas,  which  was 
mod:  apt  to  occur  in  the  convalefcent  flate 
of  fevers,  or  in  men  labouring  under  the 
fcurvy.  The  body  is  more  lufceptible  of 
infection  in  a flate  of  weaknefs  from  thele 
or  any  other  caufes  ; and  in  hot  climates 
the  -dyfentery  feems  to  be  more  infe&ious 
than  fevers  ; for  at  hofpitals  it  was  fo  fre- 
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quently  communicated  to  men  who  were  ill 
of  other  complaints,  that  it  was  in  thefe 
the  principal  caufe  of  mortality.  For  this 
reafon,  1 was  at  more  pains  with  regard  to 
this  difeafe  than  any  other,  in  keeping  thofe 
who  were  ill  of  it  in  a feparate  ward. 


I have  met  with  fome  violent  and  untrac- 
table  cafes  which  proved  fatal  in  the  acute 
ftate  ; but,  in  general,  this  difeafe  draws  out 
to  a chronic  form  in  this  climate,  and  does 
not  prove  mortal  for  many  weeks  The 
ufual  caufe  of  death  appears,  from  the  in- 
fpeclion  of  the  bodies,  to  be  an  ulceration  of 
the  great  inteftines,  particularly  of  the  de- 
fcending  colon  and  the  redtum.  This  part 
of  the  inteftinal  tube  is  mold  affedted  from 
its  being  the  receptacle  of  all  the  acrid  ie- 
cretions  from  the  reft  of  the  canal  ; and  it 
is  naturally  more  fubjeft  to  congeftions  of 
the  fluids  and  incurable  ulcers,  as  appears 
from  the  redtum  being  io  liable  to  the  hae- 
morrhoids and  the  Jijlula.  T his  ulceration 
of  the  great  inteftines  is  fo  common,  that, 
out  of  eight  cafes  which  I infpe&ed  after 
death,  feven  had  this  appearance.  1 he  cafe 


in 
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in  which  there  was  none  was  not  fo  much 
a cafe  of  dyfentery  as  of  inflamed  bowels, 
brought  on  by  the  man  having  drank  to 
excefs  of  fpirits  while  he  was  recovering 
from  a dyfentery.  The  acute  tormina  which 
always  occur  in  the  hid  days  of  the  difeaie 
feem  owing  to  an  inflammation,  which  ter- 
minates in  ulcers;  and  thefe  being  conftantly 
irritated  by  the  diarp  humours,  produce  the 
tenejmus , which  is  the  fymptom  mod  eflen- 
tial  to  dyfentery  in  the  after  part  of  the  dif- 
eafe.  Any  diarrhoea  may  in  this  manner 
become  dyfenteric.  During  the  acute  gri- 
ping at  the  beginning,  the  dools  are  loofe 
and  copious  ; but  as  foon  as  the  tenefmus 
takes  place,  they  are  fcanty,  which  is  mod 
probably  owing  to  the  fpafmodic  flridtures 
in  the  great  inteftines,  in  confequence  of 
irritation  upon  their  excoriated  furface.  The 
inflammatory  date  is  more  lading  and  vio- 
lent in  a cold  than  a hot  climate,  the  gri- 
pings  are  more  fevere,  and  the  danger  is 
alfo  greater  in  this  dage  of  it. 

The  date  which  the  great  inteftines  fall 
into  in  old  dyfenteries  feems  to  have  lome- 

H h 4 thing 
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thing  in  it  peculiar  to  itfelf : the  feveral 
coats  become  thick  and  fpongy  ; their  tex- 
ture is  obliterated  and  deftroyed  ; and  they 
become  of  a black  or  very  dark  purple  co- 
lour. This,  however,  cannot  be  called  mor- 
tification ; for  the  fibres  of  the  gut  do  not 
lofe  their  tenacity,  nor  is  there  that  putrid 
and  diflblved  Hate  in  which  gangrene  con- 
fids  ; but  it  advances  in  time  to  fuch  an  ex- 
treme Hate  of  difeafe  as  to  be  entirely  inca- 
pable of  recovering  its  natural  appearance 
and  functions,  and  proves  therefore  the  caufe 
of  death. 

The  greater  frequency  and  obflinacy  of 
thefe  chronic  fluxes  in  hot  than  in  cold  cli- 
mates feems  to  be  owing  to  the  fame  wea- 
kening of  the  powers  of  life  which  make 
recovery  in  general  fo  tedious,  and  parti- 
cularly that  of  wounds  and  ulcers.  The 
greater  quantity  of  acrid  bile  will  alfo  tend 
to  keep  up  the  ulceration.  Dyfenteries  have 
this  difadvantage,  that  the  Peruvian  bark, 
which  is  the  mod  powerful  reftorative  in 
other  complaints  of  this  climate,  is  here 
found  to  be  inadmiflible  on  account  of  the 

heat, 
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heat,  thirjft,  and  other  febrile  fymptoms, 
which  it  feldom  fails  to  induce  in  all  ftages 
of  this  difeafe. 


Treatment  of  Fluxes. 

THERE  are  few  difeafes  in  which  a 
prudent  employment  of  art  is  more  ufeful, 
or  in  which  early  means  of  relief  are  more 
requifite  than  in  this*. 

Where  the  dyfentery  is  the  original  dif- 
eafe, and  when  the  patient  is  robuft  and 
plethoric,  with  acute  pain  and  a ftrong 
pulfe,  blood-letting  may  be  pra&ifed  with 
advantage  in  the  beginning  of  the  com- 
plaint. But  there  is  no  part  of  the  practice 

* This  is  elegantly  exprefted  as  follows,  in  Sir  George 
Baker’s  learned  Diftertation  on  this  difeafe:  — “ Primo 
“ negledfus  tradlatu  afperior  occurrebat  : etenim  corpus 
“ extenuatum  atque  confedtum  ut  morbo  fervido  impar 
“ erat,  ita  ipfi  impar  curationi.  Itaque.  optimum  erat 
“ occurrere  ipfis  principiis  atque  auxilia  mature  praeri- 
“ pere.  In  hoc  enim  corporis  affedlu  aliquod  certe  in 
“ medicina  opus  eft,  baud  multum  in  naturae  beneficio.” 

in 
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in  this  difeafe  in  which  the  climate  and 
manner  of  life  makes  a greater  difference 
than  in  this  ; for  in  a temperate  climate  it 
frequently  happens  that  repeated  blood-let- 
ting is  neceffary  ; but  in  a hot  climate,  where 
the  fibres  are  relaxed,  and  in  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  feamen,  whom  we  feldom  or  never 
find  plethoric,  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
requiring  this  evacuation  do  not  run  fo  high, 
nor  continue  fo  long. 

It  is  in  all  cafes  of  the  utmoff  confequence 
to  adminifter  as  early  as  poflible  a brilk  fa- 
line  purgative.  An  ounce  and  a half  or  two 
ounces  of  purging  falts  may  be  diffolved  in 
a quart  of  barley  water  or  water  gruel,  and 
given  warm  in  cupfuls,  at  linall  intervals, 
till  a free  and  copious  evacuation  is  pro- 
duced. If  there  fhould  be  much  fever,  or 
ficknefs  at  ftomach,  two  grains  of  emetic 
tartar  will  be  a great  improvement  of  this 
medicine ; and  there  will  be'  this  farther 
advantage  from  its  ufe,  that  if  the  ftomach 
fhould  be  loaded  with  bile,  in  which  hate 
it  is  more  irritable,  an  evacuation  upwards 

will 
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will  alfo  be  excited  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
patient. 

This  early  and  feafonable  meafure  will, 
in  many  cafes,  put  a flop  to  the  difeafe, 
efpecially  if  the  patient  is  thrown  . into  a 
fweat  immediately  after  the  bowels  have 
been  thus  thoroughly  evacuated.  It  is  of 
great  fervice  in  this  difeafe  to  promote  free 
perforation,  and  even  a plentiful  fweat, 
which  may  be  effected  with  great  advantage 
by  giving,  at  bed  time,  a medicine  com- 
pofed  of  opium,  ipecacuana,  and  a little 
neutral  fait,  accompanying  it  with  plentiful 
warm  dilution.  Nothing  tends  more  to  re- 
lieve griping  and  tenefmus  than  a general, 
warm  mo  iff  u re  on  the  Ikin.  The  ipecacuana, 
which  is  an  ingredient  in  this  medicine,  is 
one  of  the  beft  anti-dy (enteric  remedies  we 
know  ; the  opium  procures  reft ; and  this, 
joined  to  the  fudoriftc  effect  of  the  whole, 
not  only  gives  a temporary  relief,  but  tends 
to  carry  off  the  difeafe.  It  is  molt  properly 
given  in  the  evening;  for  there  would  be 
this  inconvenience  in  conffantly  encouraging 
a fweat,  that  if  the  tenefmus  Ihould  return, 

it 
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it  would  either  be  checked  by  the  patient 
getting  frequently  out  of  bed,  or  there  would 
be  danger  of  his  catching  cold.  I am  well 
aware  that  we  cannot  be  too  cautious  with 
regard  to  the  ufe  of  opium  in  the  beginning 
of  this  difeafe ; but  it  is  admiffible  more 
early  in  a hot  climate  than  a cold  one,  as 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  are  lefs  violent 
and  can  be  fooner  fubdued  -r  befides,  it  be- 
comes an  entirely  different  medicine  when 
conjoined  with  the  other  ingredients  that 
have  b^en  mentioned. 

The  belt  medicine  in  the  day  time  we 
found  to  be  fmall  dofes  of  ipecacuana  alone 
twice  or  thrice  a day  ; and  if  there  fhould 
be  frefh  collections  of  bile,  fmall  dofes  of 
the  faline  purgative  will  be  necelfary.  Ipe- 
cacuana, in  this  intention,  may  be  given  in 
the  dofe  of  two  grains  in  athletic  cpnftitu- 
tions,  fuch  as  thole  of  feamen  ; but  in  the 
more  delicate  conftitutions,  fuch  as  are  com- 
monly met  with  in  private  practice,  one 
grain  is  a fufficient  dofe.  I have  found 
manna  and  tamarinds  a good  addition  to  this 
medicine  in  the  earlier  ftages  of  the  difeafe, 

where 
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where  there  was  much  bile  ; but  in  a more 
advanced  ftage  of  it  they  are  apt  to  produce 
gripings  and  flatulence* 


The  marks  of  a redundance  of  bile  are,  a 
flcknefs  at  ftomach,  a fenfe  of  l'calding  at 
the  anus  when  the  ftools  are  parting,  and 
the  yellow  or  green  colour  ol  the  ftools 
themfelves.  It  is  apt  alfo  to  excite  fymp- 
toms  of  fever,  fuch  as  a foul  tongue,  a hot 
and  dry  ikin,  with  thirft.  When  collections 
of  it  arc  fufpeCted  in  this  dileafe,  it  is  beft 
to  evacuate  it  by  vomiting,  for  it  is  thereby 
prevented  from  irritating  the  bowels,  and 
from  arriving  at  the  inflamed  parts  with, 
perhaps,  increafed  acrimony,  acquired  in 
parting  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
inteftines. 


Some  gentlemen  of  the  fleet  informed  me 
that  they  found  oil  of  almonds  a ufeful  addi- 
tion to  the  purgative.  Others  as  well  as 
myl'elf  made  a practical  comparifon  of  the  fa- 
line  purgative  with  that  comported  of  rhubarb 
and  calomel,  as  recommended  by  Sir  John 
Pringle,  and  we  gave  the  preference  to  the 

former, 
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former,  as  more  eafy,  fpeedy,  and  edeCtual  in 
its  operation,  efpecially  in  the  fird  dage.  Cafes 
may  occur,  however,  in  which  the  other  may 
be  more  advifable  ; for  where  there  is  a fenfe 
of  weight  about  the  ftomach,  which  mod 
probably  arifes  from  the  biliary  organs  be- 
ing clogged  with  bile,  and  where  emetics 
have  failed  to  remove  it,  or  the  weaknefs  of 
the  patient  may  render  them  improper,  then 
calomel  has  the  bed  effedt  : for  it  w^as  for- 
merly obferved,  that  it  tends  to  loofen  the 
fecretions,  and  to  dimulate  the  more  didant 
excretories,  fuch  as  the  biliary  dudfs. 

It  is  very  important  to  caution  young 
practitioners  concerning  the  employment  of 
opium  in  all  dages  of  this  difeafe,  but  Spe- 
cially in  the  beginning  ; for  though  it  is  an 
excellent  remedy  when  lealonably  and  judi- 
cioufly  employed,  it  is  very  liable  to  abufe, 
particularly  in  the  hands  of  the  mpxpc- 
rienced,  who  may  be  tempted  to  give  it  im- 
properly from  an  anxiety  to  relieve  ; but  as 
more  harm  may  a rife  from  an  unfeafonable 
adminid ration  of  it  than  could  be  compen- 
fated  by  the  bed-timed  ufe  of  it,  it  is  bed 

to 
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to  err  on  the  lide  of  caution  and  omiflion. 
The  principal  caution  to  be  obferved  with 
regard  to  this  remedy  is,  to  premife  fuita- 
ble  evacuation,  luch  as  blood-letting,  if  ne- 
ceflary,  but  more  elpecially  purging.  It  is 
always  pernicious  to  give  it  in  its  pure  hate 
during  the  tormina,  lo  common  in  the  flrfl: 
days.  By  thefe  I mean  the  abdominal  gri- 
pings,  which  denote  inflammation,  and  are 
entirely  different  from  the  tenefmus,  which 
is  a more  conftant  and  charadteriftic  fymp- 
tom  of  the  difeafe,  and  feems  to  arife  from 
irritation  and  fpafms  of  the  redtum  and 
colon. 

It  was  in  this  difeafe  that  I firh  obferved 
the  good  effects  of  a fmall  quantity  of  neu- 
tral fait  in  taking  off  the  inconveniencies 
attending  opium,  fuch  as  the  feverifh  heat 
and  confufion  of  the  head,  which  it  is  apt 
to  produce  in  many  conftitutions  ; and  as 
the  adminiftration  of  the  anodyne  coincided 
with  the  evening  dofe  of  ipecacuana,  I was 
led  to  adopt  a form  flmilar  to  that  of  Do- 
ver’s powder,  but  with  only  half  the  quan- 
tity of  opium  ; or,  it  was  given  in  a liquid 
2 form, 
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form,  by  combining  twenty  drops  of  the- 
baic tinCture  and  a drachm  of  ipecacuana 
wine,  with  nitre  from  five  to  ten  grains,  in 
any  fimple  vehicle  in  form  of  a draught. 

There  is  a very  obfervable  , difference,  in 
fome  cafes,  between  opium  given  in  a liquid 
and  in  a folid  form ; and  the  former  is  much 
more  certain  in  its  effeCt  when  the  intention 
is  to  procure  fpeedy  and  effectual  eafe. 

I have  obferved  great  benefit  from  the  ufe 
of  external  remedies  in  dyfentery,  and  thefe 
have,  perhaps,  been  too  much  negleCted  by 
authors  and  practitioners.  The  warm  bath 
is  of  great  fervice,  efpecially  where  the 
gripes  and  tenefmus  are  fevere,  and  where 
the  fever  has  been  taken  off  by  previous 
evacuation.  Fomentations  or  warm  appli- 
cations of  any  kind  to  the  abdomen  give 
temporary  relief ; and  it  will  be  found  of 
advantage  to  keep  thofe  parts,  at  all  times, 
well  defended  from  the  cold  air.  Blifters  to 
the  abdomen  were  alfo  found  of  ufe,  and 
likewife  acrid  liniments,  compofed  of  oil, 
volatile  fpirits,  and  tinCture  of  cantharides. 
Where  the  flomach  has  been  much  affeCted, 

1 have 
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I have  perceived  relief  from  fomenting  it 
with  ftupes,  upon  which  thebaic  tinCture 
and  camphorated  fpirits  were  fpririkled,  as 
recommended  by  Dr.  Lind.  I was  once  af- 
fected with  a bad  dyfentery  in  the  Weft  In- 
dies, and  I thought  myfelf  much  relieved 
by  the  warm  bath  and  a blifter.  Strangury 
is  not  an  uncommon  fymptom  in  this  dif- 
eafe,  independent  of  cantharides,  and  the 
moft  fenfible  and  effectual  relief  is  derived 
from  fomentations  to  the  pubis  and  peri- 
neum, as  I alfo  experienced  in  my  own  cafe. 

What  has  been  hitherto  faid  regards 
chiefly  the  acu£e  dyfentery  ; but  the  moft 
frequent  and  troublefome  complaint  that 
occurred  at  the  hofpital,  was  the  fame  dif- 
eafe  in  what  may  be  called  its  chronic  ftate. 

There  is  a conflderable  variety  of  lymp- 
toms  in  all  the  ftages  of  this  difeafe,  but 
particularly  in  the  more  advanced  or  chro- 
nic ftate,  fo  that  a correfponding  variety  is 
neceflary  in  the  modes  of  treatment,  and 
there  are  few  difeafes  in  which  there  is  more 
room  for  exercifing  the  judgement, 

I i 
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In  all  flages  of  it  an  accurate  difcernment 
is  neceffary  with  regard  to  the  ufe  of  opiates, 
and  great  part  of  the  practice  here  confifts  in 
timing  thefe  well.  They  are  lead  admiffible 
in  the  beginning,  where  evacuation  is  the 
principal  objedt ; but  as  the  difeale  advances 
tliev  become,  more  and  more  allowable  and 
uleful.  The  principal  cautions  neceffary 
in  their  adminiftration  are,  1.  To  premife 
iufficiej.it  evacuation,  fo  that  the  inteftines 
may  not  be  loaded  with  bile,  Jcybtiln , or 
any  other  irritating  -matter  at  the  time  of 
giving  the  opiate.  2.  To  obviate  the  ef- 
fedts  which  an  anodyne  has  of  cauiing  a 
retention  of  the  contents  of  the  inteflines. 
This  may  be  done,  either  by  giving  fome- 
thing  purgative  along  with  it,  or  afeer  it 
has  produced  its  quieting  effect.  The  foimer 
method  feems  preferable  ; for  as  foon  as  the 
effect  of  the  opiate  is  over,  the  purgative 
is  ready  to  adt ; and  in  this  way  it  is  lb  far 
favourable  to  the  operation  of  the  purgative, 
that  large  feculent  ftools  will  be  dilchaigcd. 
whereas,  had  the  purgative  been  given  alone, 
it  would  have  been  more  apt  to  pioduce 

fcanty 
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fcanty  griping  ftools,  attended  with  tenef- 
mus..  Rhubarb  anfwers  Well  in  fuch  cafes, 
and  may  be  given  in  a dofe  from  twelve  to 
twenty  grains,  according  to  the  age  and 
conftitutioii.  3.  To  prevent  feverifh  heat 
and  delirium.  This  was  propofed  to  be  done 
in  the  firft  ftage  of  the  difeafe,  by  combi- 
ning it  with  ipecacuana  and  a little  neutral 
fait.  With  the  fame  intention,  it  may  now 
be  joined  with  a few  grains  of  Dr.  James’s 
powder,  or  vitrurh  ceratum  anthnonii , in  which 
form  it  would  not  be  fo  ftrongly  fudorific, 
an  effect  not  fo  much  required  in  the  chro- 
nic as  in  the  acute  hate. 

The  principal  catifes  that  keep  up  the 
flux,  and  render  it  fo  obftinate,  are,  1.  A 
too  great  fecretion  of  bile,  either  continual 
or  frequently  recurring.  2.  Ulcers  in  the 
great  inteftines.  3.  A lienteric  hate  of  the 
bowels.  4.  A retention  of  fcybala. 

The  fir  ft  caufe  is  much  lefs  frequent  than 
might  be  expe&ed  by  thofe  who  fancy  that 
every  difeafe  of  this  climate  proceeds  from 

I i 2 bije. 
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bile.  When  there  does  occur  a redundancy 
of  bile,  there  is  more  occafion  for  the  em- 
ployment of  evacuant  medicines,  and  more 
need  of  caution  in  that  of  opiates.  A medicine, 
that  will  difpofe  the  liver,  or  the  circulating 
jfvftem  in  general,  to  form  lefs  bile,  is  a deji- 
deratum  in  phyfic  ; but,  in  cafe  of  an  excef- 
five  flow  of  it,  emetics  and  mercurial  pur- 
gatives, as  has  been  already  mentioned,  arc 
the  beft  means  of  evacuating  it ; and  care 
fhould  be  taken  that  it  be  difcharged  before 
it  accumulates  too  much,  or  becomes  acrid 
by  too  long  retention. 

In  order  to  obviate  that  irritation  in  which 
renefmus  confifts,  feme  benefit  was  found 
from  the  injeflion  of  emollient  and  anodyne 
flyfters,  to  walh  off  and  dilute  the  acrimo- 
ny, and  to  footh  and  heal  the  parts.  A 
ftrong  infufion  or  decoSion  of  linfeed  or 
ftarch  may  firft  be  given  to  the  quantity  of 
near  a pint,  to  be  evacuated  after  a Ihort  re- 
tention, and  then  a few  ounces  of  the  fame, 
with  thirty  or  forty  drops  of  laudanum,  to 
be  retained  for  a length  of  time,  in  order  to 

procure  reft.  Inftead  of  this  laft,  have 
r known 
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known  a fmall  quantity  of  warm  milk,  with 
fyrup  of  poppies,  ufed  with  advantage  in 
private  practice. 

I was  at  firft  tempted  to  think  that  a very 
frequent  injection  of  fuch  clyfters  would  be 
very  ufeful,  by  wafhing  and  healing  the  co- 
lon and  reflum,  and  preventing  farther  ex- 
ulceration. But  befides  the  objection  arifing 
from  the  tendernefs  of  the  parts,  which,  in 
fome  cafes,  renders  the  operation  itfelf  pain- 
ful, I found  that  if  they  were  given  oftener 
than  once  a day,  they  rather  increafed  the 
uneafinefs,  and  made  the  patient  feel  lan- 
guid and  exhaufted  ; fo  true  it  is  that  no 
practical  rule  can  be  eltablifhed  from  reafon 
alone  without  being  brought  to  the  tell  of 
experience.  The  re&um  feems  to  have  a 
peculiar  fenhbility,  and  a remarkable  con- 
fent  with  the  whole  fyftem  ; for  a ftool  will 
induce  fyncope,  or  even  death,  in  a ftate  of 
great  debility.  Clyfters  may  be  pernicious, 
even  though  they  produce  no  evacuation  of 
feces  ; and  Sydenham  has  remarked,  with  re- 
fpe£t  to  other  difeafes,  that  their  unfeafon- 
able  or  too  frequent  ufe  greatly  debilitates 

I i 3 and 
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and  disturbs  the  patient.  When  not  abufed, 
however,  they  are  of  the  mod:  eminent  fer- 
vice  in  this  and  other  complaints. 

Certain  medicines,  which  have  been  called 
Jhcathing , have  been  recommended  to  be  ta- 
ken by  the  month.  Of  this  kind  are  mu- 
cilage, oil,  and  wax.  I have  made  trial  of 
mucilage,  fuch  as  ftarch,  without  any  fenli- 
ble  efFe&,  probably  becaufe  it  lofes  its  qua- 
lities by  the  powers  of  digeftion  before  it 
reaches  the  part  upon  which  it  is  intended 
to  act.  With  regard  to  oil,  I have  hardly 
enough  of  experience  of  my  own  to  decide  ; 
but  fome  of  the  furgeons  of  the  fleet  in- 
formed me  that  they  found  advantage  from, 
combining  it  with  the  purgatives.  I was 
difcou raged  from  uflng  it  by  finding  that  it 
was  apt,'  in  the  Weft  Indies,  to  become  ran- 
cid on  the  ftomach,  and,  for  this  reafon,  I 
feldom,  in  any  cafe,  employed  the  caftor 
oil,  which,  though  produced  in  that  cli- 
mate, feems  to  anlwer  better  as  a medicine 
in  Europe.  But  fince  my  return  to  Eng- 
land I have  ufed,  with  great  benefit,  at  St. 
Thomas’s  hofpital,  a medicine,  compofed  of 

tinfture 
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tindturc  of  rhubarb  and  oil,  in  old  dySente- 
ries,  attended  with  difcharges  of  blood.  I 
took  the  hint  of  this  from  finding  it  of 
great  fervice  in  deep-feated  pile's,  as  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Griffith  *.  It  is'  neceffary 
to  combine  fomething  purgative  with  the 
oil,  othenvife  it  might  be  altered  by  diges- 
tion, or  abforbed,  or  might  become  rancid 
by  too  long  retention  in  the  firft  paffages. 
Wax  is  a body  not  changeable  by  digeftion, 
and  feems  therefore  well  Suited  for  the  pur- 
poSe  of  fheathing  the  bowels  ; and  I have 
found  advantage  from  the  preparation  of  it 
recommended  by  Sir  John  Pringle  -f , on 
the  authority  of  Dr.  Huck.  I have  alSo 
Seen  Some  advantage  in  old  fluxes,  in  St. 

* In  Dr.  Griffith’s  form  of  his  medicine  for  the  piles, 
fix  drachms  of  frefh- drawn  linfeed  oil  are  joined  with 
two  drachms  and  a half  of  tha  vinous  tindlure  of  rhu- 
barb, and  given  twice  a day  in  a draught.  I commonly 
ufed  oil  of  almonds  at  the  hofpital.  This  may  be  confi- 
dered  as  another  inftance  of  thofe  ufeful  combinations  of 
medicines,  which  experience  alone  fometimes  difcovers. 
I have  found  it  of  ufe  alfo  in  other  internal  haemorr- 
hages. 

*•('  See  Difeafes  of  the  Army,  p.  273.  6th  Edit. 

I i 4 Thomas's 
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Thomas’s  hofpital,  from  the  ufe  of  fper- 
maceti,  given  with  an  equal  quantity  of 
conferve  of  rofes  and  half  as  much  abfor- 
bent  powder,  agreeably  to  a form  in  ufe  at 
that  hofpital. 

The  climate  has  a great  influence  in  pre- 
venting thefe  ulcers  from  healing,  upon  the 
fame  principle  that  it  prevents  the  cure  of 
external  fores  and  wounds,  fo  that  there  are 
cafes  that  admit  of  no  cure  but  from  a 
change  of  climate.  I have  feen  in  fome 
cafes  of  old  dyfentery,  fmall,  round,  ill- 
conditioned  ulcers  break  out  on  the  furface 
of  the  body,  which  feemed  to  proceed  from 
the  fame  general  habit  that  produced  thofe 
of  the  inteflines.  There  was  fomething 
peculiar  in  the  appearance  of  thofe  external 
fores,  being  like  fmall  round  pits,  as  if  a 
part  of  the  fkin  had  been  removed  by  cauf- 
tic,  and  with  little  or  no  difcharge.  In  a 
cafe  of  this  kind,  which  proved  fatal,  I 
found  the  whole  furface  of  the  great  intef- 
tines  befet  with  fmall  ulcers,  not  unlike 
thofe  on  the  fkin*, 
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Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was 
publifhed,  I have  met  with  a pamphlet, 
written  by  Dr.  Houlfton,  of  Liverpool,  in 
which  the  fri&ion  of  mercurial  ointment 
on  the  abdomen  is  recommended  as  a cure 
for  old  fluxes  ; and  I have  tried  this  pra&ice 
in  fome  very  obftinate  cafes  in  St.  Thomas’s 
hofpital  with  evident  fuccels.  In  thefe 
cafes  it  is  probable  the  difeafe  is  kept  up  by 
a vitiated  ftate  of  fome  of  the  various  fecre- 
tions  belonging  to  the  inteftinal  canal,  which 

the  mercurial  alterative  tends  to  corredh 
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The  next  caufe  that  was  mentioned  cc  the 
long  continuation  of  fluxes,  was  a lienteric 
ftate  of  the  bowels.  This  confifts  in  a great 
irritability  of  the  whole  alimentary  canal, 
whereby  all  the  ingejla  are  tranfmitted  fo  . 
faft,  that  there  is  no  time  for  aflimilation. 
Liquid  aliment,  fuch  as  broth,  is  particu- 
larly fubjedl  to  this  inconvenience.  There 
are  few  cafes  of  long-protra<fted  fluxes  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  without  this  fymptom  in 
fome  degree. 
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The  remedies  that  are  here  found  of  moft 
fervice  are  fuch  as  counteract  irritability  or 
relaxation.  It  is  in  cafes  where  this  is  the 
prevalent  fymptom  that  opium  may  be  molt 
freely  ufed.  Frequent  and  fmall  dofes  of 
the  compound  officinals,  fuch  as  theriaca, 
pulvis  e bolo  compofitus,  or  diafcordium, 
have  been  found  of  fervice.  Though  the 
relaxation  would  feem  here  to  indicate  the 
Peruvian  bark,  yet  I have  hardly  ever  known 
it  employed  in  any  form  in  this  or  any  other 
Page  of  the  difeafe,  without  being  buxtfuL 
Put  there  are  other  bitters  not  only  fafe  but 
ufeful  in  reftoring  the  tone  of  the  bowels  ; 
of  this  kind  are  fimaruba,  quaffia,  and  cha- 
momile flowers.  The  firft  has  been  rec- 
koned, a fpecific  in  this  fort  of  flux  ; but 
though  its  powers  are  undeniable,  it  will  be 
found  frequently  to  fail*.  I have  alfo  ufed, 
with  advantage,  a tin&ure  of  gentian  and 
cinnamon  in  Port  wine.  Something  aro- 
matic 

* Since  coming  to  England,  I have  been  informed  by 
E)r.  Garden,  a learned  and  ingenious  pra&iti'oner  from 
South  Carolina,  that  this  medicine,  in  order  to  produce 
its  proper  effedl,  Humid  be  given  in  a very  weak  decoc- 
tion ; 
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matic  has  a good  effect  when  added  to  the 
bitter,  being  adapted  to  prevent  or  obviate 
flatulence,  which  is  a common  and  trou- 
blefome  fymptom  in  this  complaint. 

That  clafs  of  remedies  which  may  be 
called  pure  affringents,  might  feem  at  firfl 
fight  well  calculated  for  cafes  of  this  kind. 
Of  this  fort  are  the  terra  Japonica  and  ex- 
tratlum  campechenfe  ; but  though  I have  feen 
evident  benefit  from  this  laft,  there  are  few 
cafes  in  which  fuch  medicines  are  found  by 
experience  to  be  of  material  fervice.  Where 
the  caufe  confifts  in  fimple  relaxation,  they 
will  effect  a cure ; but  it  more  frequently 
happens  that  the  difeafe  is  kept  up  by  a vi- 
tiated ffate  of  the  fecretions,  or  a depraved 
a&ion  of  the  bowels, 

The  abforbent  earths  are  a more  ufeful 

> 

tion  ; for  that  after  having  almoft  abandoned  it  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  failure  when  he  gave  it  in  ftrong  decoc- 
tions, and  in  fubftance,  he  was  again  convinced  of  its 
efficacy  by  ufing  it  in  a very  weak  decodlion,  a fcrapla 
being  boiled  in  a pint  of  water  to  half  a pint. 

remedy 
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remedy  in  this  form  of  the  difeafe.  They 
have,  perhaps,  a reftringent  effect  indepen- 
dent of  their  power  of  abforbing  acid.  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  great  part  of  their 
ufe  confifts  in  the  deftru&ion  of  acid,  which 
is  very  apt  to  be  generated  in  that  depraved 
ftate  of  digeftion  which  takes  place  in  ad- 
vanced fluxes,  particularly  in  this  lienteric 
ftate  of  the  bowels.  In  the  early  and  acute 
ftate  the  vegetable  purgatives,  fuch  as  cream 
of  tartar,  tamarinds,  and  manna,  are  proper; 
but  in  this  advanced  ftage  they  are  hurtful 
hy  the  acidity  and  flatulence  which  they 
produce,  and  both  the  food  and  medicines 
lhould  be  fo  calculated  as  to  avert  and  cor- 
rect thofe  inconveniencies.  There  is  fome- 
thing  in  vegetable  acids  extremely  unfriend- 
ly to  a weak  ftate  of  the  bowels  in  general, 
tending  to  bring  on  fpafmodic  gripings,  and 
preventing  a healthy  digeftion  and  aflimila- 
tion,  as  we  know  in  the  cafe  of  heartburn, 
and  of  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  vinegar  to 
check  corpulency,  by  preventing  the  for- 
mation of  blood.  Vegetable  acids,  how- 
ever, are  admilfible  where  there  is  a redun- 
dancy of  bile,  or  where  the  excrements  are 
/ putrid  ; 
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putrid  ; and  Dr.  Zimmerman  recommends 
tamarinds  as  a ufeful  medicine  in  what  he 
calls  the  putrid  dyfentery. 

Lime  water  has  been  recommended  in  old 
flaxes,  and  I tried  it  in  feveral  cafes  ; but, 
except  in  one,  I could  not  perceive  any  be- 
nefit from  it. 

Abforbents  may  very  properly  be  com- 
bined in  prefcription  with  fome  of  the  com- 
pound-officinal opiates,  and  a medicine  will 
thereby  be  formed,  which  will  have  at  once 
the  advantage  of  an  anodyne,  a bitter,  ail 
aftringent,  a carminative,  and  abforbent. 
As  thefe  earths  have  little  or  no  tafte,  they 
may  alfo  be  added,  with  propriety,  to  the 
common  drink,  as  in  the  form  of  the  chalk 
julep,  or  decodium  album.  It  may  be  thought 
that  here  and  elfewhere  I have  not  been  fo 
particular  as  I ought  to  be  concerning  the 
forms  and  dofes  of  medicines  ; but  circum- 
ftances,  fuch  as  age,  conflitution,  and  fymp- 
toms,  make  thefe,  in  a great  meafure,  dis- 
cretionary ; and  any  one  who  is  Efficiently 
C$nverfantvwith  phyfic  to  be  entrufted  with 

the 
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the  charge  of  the  Tick,  will  have  fufficient 
judgement  to  vary  his  practice  accordingly. 

It  has,  therefore  been  my  object  rather  to 
give  the  general  principles  of  treatment  than 
the  particular  forms  of  medicines. 

A proper  regulation  of  diet,  as  well  as  me- 
dicine, is  of  the  utmoft  confequence  in  this 
difeafe.  A free  indulgence  of  animal  food 
is  pernicious,  particularly  in  the  flrft  ftage 
of  it.  In  the  chronic  flate,  a moderate  ufe 
of  it  is  allowable,  and  in  the  lienteric  ftate 
it  anfwers  better  in  a lblid  form  than  that  of 
broth,  which  is  apt  to  gripe  and  to  run 
quickly  through  the  bowels.  The  bed:  ge- 
neral articles  of  diet  are  farinaceous  bodies  ; 
and  thefe  are  greatly  improved  by  being 
toafted  brown  before  they  are  ufed.  It  was 
obferved,  in  a former  part  of  this  work,  that 
the  flux  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  prevent- 
ed, in  the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Charles 
Saunders,  by  throwing  burnt  bilcuit  into 
the  water  ufed  by  the  crews  of  the  fhips. 

It  is  a good  pradtice  to  put  a well-burnt 
toaft  into  all  that  the  patient  drinks,  and 

toafted  bread,  or  panada  made  of  toafted 

bread  w 
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bread  or  bifcult,  is  one  of  the  heft  articles 
of  diet.  Brackifh  water  ought  to  be  avoid- 
ed, as  it  ruffles  the  bowels  when  in  fo  deli- 
cate a flate.  Fermented  liquors  are  impro- 
per, except  when  the  difeafe  is  advanced,  and 
where  weaknefs  and  relaxation  are  the  pre- 
vailing fvmptoms.  Malt  liquor  will  hardly 
ever  agree,  on  account  of  its  acidity  and  fla- 
tulence. Of  wines,  Port  is  to  be  preferred 
as  the  rtaoft  flrengthening ; Madeira  as  the 
lead  fubjedt  to  acidity  : and,  for  the  com- 
mon men,  no  drink  of  the  fermented  kind 
is  lafer  than  a moderate  quantity  of  fpirits 
diluted  with  water. 

Warm  clothing  is  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence  in  this  difeafe,  and  external  warmth 
of  the  abdomen  tends  greatly  to  footh  the 
bowels.  I have  feen  good  effects  from  a 
warm  gum  plafter  conflantly  worn  on  that 
part.  Though  cold  is  in  general  hurtful 
and  unfafe,  1 have  neverthelefs  known  the 
failors,  who,  by  their  habits  of  life,  are  com- 
monly heedlefs,  bathe  in  the  fea  when  la- 
bouring under  what  they  call  the  white  flux, 
without  any  bad  effects. 


It 
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It  fometimes  happens  that  this  difeafe 
baffles  every  effort  both  of  medicine  and 
diet,  fo  that  a change  of  climate  becomes 
the  only  refource. 

1 

The  laft  caufe  of  habitual  flux  that  was 
mentioned  was  the  retention  of  fcykala , 
which  keep  up  the  irritation  and  tenefmus. 
It  is  very  natural  to  negled  purgative  medi- 
cines when  there  feems  already  to  be  too 
great  a difcharge  by  the  bowels ; but  there 
is  this  inconvenience  from  omitting  them 
for  a length  of  time,  that  thofe  hard  lumps 
of  feces,  called  fcybala , are  apt  to  colled:  in 
the  caecum  and  cells  of  the  colon,  as  1 have 
feen  upon  infpe&ifig  the  dead  bodies ; and 
the  fibres  of  the  inteffines  being  weakened, 
their  natural  ftrength  is  not  i'ufficient  to  ex- 
pel them  without  being  ftimulated  by  a pur- 
gative. It  is  therefore  neceffary  to  give  fome 
evacuant  medicine  from  time  to  time,  even 
though  there  fhould  be  no  griping  nor  any 
marks  of  acrimony  in  the  inteffines.  Rhu- 
barb is  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  beff  medi- 
cines for  this  purpofe ; and  I have  alfo 

known  a combination  of  falts  and  fena  have 

a good 
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a good  effeCt  after  a long  negleCt  of  purga- 
tive medicines.  It  is  probable,  from  the 
durable  effects  produced,  that  thefe  do  not 
operate  merely  by  the  expulfion  of  fcybala ; 
and  we  can  conceive  that  they  may  be  of 
fervice  by  the  removal  of  certain  depraved 
fluid  fecretions,  or  that  they  may  ftimulate 
the  veffels  to  a more  healthy  adtion  and  a 
more  natural  fecretion.  Be  this  as  it  will, 
experience  teaches  that  in  all  fluxes  it  is  of 
advantage  to  interpofe  from  time  to  time 
fome  purgative  medicine. 

From  the  preceding  view  of  the  variety  of 
caufes  which  tend  to  keep  up  this  difeafe,  it 
will  appear  that  great  judgement  and  difcri- 
mination  are  neceffary  in  varying  the  prac- 
tice according  to  circumftances  ; and  there  is 
no  difeafe  in  which  there  is  room  for  more 
attention  and  nicety  in  adapting  the  different 
remedies  to  the  different  fymptoms.  We 
can  hereby  alfo  account  for  the  various  cha- 
racters that  different  remedies  have  had, 
fome  having  been  extolled  by  one  practitioner 
while  they  have  been  pronounced  infignifi- 
cant  by  another ; for  no  one  remedy  will 
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fuit  all  the  various  cafes  of  this  difeafe.  As 
it  is  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  diftin- 
guilh  thefe  calcs,  1 have  been  more  particu- 
lar and  diffufe  on  this  article  than  any  other; 
and  having  laboured  under  this  complaint 
myfelf,  I was  naturally  led  to  take  a greater 
in  ter  eft  in  its  treatment,  and  had  alio  there- 
by a better  opportunity  of  making  oblerva- 
tions  on  it. 


CHAP. 
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Of  the  Scurvy. 

I S HALL  not  be  fo  minute  either  in  the 
ddfeription  or  treatment  of  the  feurvy,  as  of 
the  preceding  diieafes.  A detail  of  this  kind 
would  lead  to  unneceflary  prolixity  and  re- 
petition ; for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  it 
confifting  in  diet  rather  than  medicine,  have 
been  fully  handled  in  the  former  parts  of 
this  work  ; and  the  fubje-ft,  in  the  deferip- 
tive  as  well  as  the  practical  part,  has,  in  a 
manner,  been  exhaufted  by  Dr.  Lind.  With 
regard  to  the  theoretical  part,  I refer  the 
reader  to  the  ingenious  treatife  lately  pub- 
lilhed  by  Dr.  Milman. 

It  has  appeared  that  the  principal  fource 
of  feurvy  is  a vitiated  or  fcanty  diet,  and 
that  it  is  very  much  promoted  by  cold, 
moifture,  filth,  floth,  and  dcje&ion  of  mind. 
Hard  labour  has  been  afligned  by  fome  as  a 
caufe ; but  this  is  not  conformable  to  my 

Kk  2 obfer- 
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obfervation  in  general,  and  what  has  been 
related  to  have  happened  in  the  Conqueror  *, 
more  particularly  led  me  to  be  of  a contrary 
opinion. 

The  principal  differences  of  the  fymptoms 
of  the  fcurvy  in  hot  and  cold  climates,  io  far 
as  I have  obferved,  are,  that  in  the  former 
the  livid  hardnefs  on  the  extremities  is  an 
earlier  fymptom,  and  in  the  latter  the  gums 
are  fooner  affected,  and  the  difficulty  ot 
breathing  is  a more  frequent  and  more  un- 
eafy  fymptom.  This  difficulty  of  breath- 
ing is  one  of  the  moft  fatal  fymptoms,  and 
is  moft  frequent  in  thofe  caies  in  which 
there  are  the  feweft  external  marks  of  the 
dileale,  and  is  probably  that  form  of  the 
complaint  which  attacks  a vital  part  by  a 
fort  of  tranflation  form  the  extremities. 

< 

* See  page  345.  A fa£t  mentioned  in  Capt.  Cooke’s 
Voyage  to  the  North  Pacific  Ocean,  may  be  alio  al- 
ledged  in  favour  of  this  opinion.  He  remarks,  that  the 
Kamfchadales,  who  were  habituated  to  hard  labour, 
were  free  from  fcurvy,  while  the  Ruffians  and  Coffiucks, 
who  were  in  garrifon  in  their  country,  and  led  indolent 

lives,  were  l'ubject  to  it. 

There 
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There  is  a remarkable  fymptom  fometimes 
attendant  on  this  difeafe  which  has  efcaped 
authors,  and  is  mentioned  in  Mr.  Telford’s 
Report,  page  23.  This  is  the  nyctalopia, 
or  weaknefs  of  the  eye-fight,  which  was 
alfo  common  in  the  garrifon  of  Gibraltar*, 
among  thofe  who  were  a defied  with  the 
fcurvv,  a difeafe  that  prevailed  much  during 
the  late  fiegc  of  that  place. 

With  regard  to  the  cure,  enough  has  been 
faid  in  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work  to 
prove  that  frefh  vegetables  are  the  rnoft  ef- 
fectual antifcorbutics.  I fhall  here  mention 
a fad  farther  in  proof  of  this,  which  has  not 
before  been  taken  notice  of.  When  the 
fleet  arrived  at  Barbadoes  in  May,  1781, 
part  of  the  foldiers,  who  ferved  as  marines, 
were  affeCted  with  the  fcurvy,  and  being  font 
to  the  army  hofpital,  where,  at  that  time, 
no  frefh  animal  food  was  allowed,  they  re- 
covered much  fafter  by  being  confined  to  ve- 

* I was  informed  of  this  fa&  by  Mr.  Cairncrofs,  an 
ingenious  furgeon  belonging  to  one  of  the  battalions  that 
ferved  there  during  the  ficge. 
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getable  articles,  than  the  feamen  who  were 
fed  upon  fre'fh  animal  food  without  any  frefh 
vegetables. 

/ 

i 

It  has  farther  appeared,  that  there  is  (omc- 
thing  in  a particular  clafs  of  fruit  of  the 
lemon  and  orange  kind,  which  far  furpaffes 
every  other  remedy,  whether  dietetic  or  me- 
dicinal. Numberlefs  inffances  have  occur? 
red,  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  work,  of 
men  having  recovered  at  fea  from  ufing  the 
juice  of  this  fruit  alone,  even  under  all  the 
inconveniences  of  a fea  diet.  When  the 
juice  is  intended  to  be  kept  for  a length  of 
time,  it  fhould  be  exprefled  and  bottled,  a 
fmall  quantity  of  fpirits  being  added  to  pre- 
ferve  it ; for  if  fire  is  ufed  in  preparing  it, 
as  in  the  form  of  a rob,  I know  for  certain 
that  its  virtues  will  be  thereby  very  much 
impaired.  It  is  very  difficult  to  lay  upon 
what  principle  thefe  fruits  a <51,  for  no  fen- 
fible  effects  are  produced  by  them  except  a 
fmall  increafe  of  fome  of  the  fecretions. 

It  ought  to  be  mentioned  here  as  a fadt  of 
great  confequence,  though  very  little  known, 
i an4 
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and  never,  I believe,  published  before,  that 
the  juice  of  limes  and  lemons  is  the  bed:  de- 
tergent of  any  external  application  that  has 
yet  been  tried  in  fcorbutic  ulcers.  Nothing 
was  found  fo  effectual  in  preventing  tliele 
from  fpreading,  and  in  difpofing  them  to 
heal,  as  an  emollient  poultice  with  * lemon 
or  lime  juice  fprinkled  on  its  furface ' or  it 
was  applied  by  foaking  in  it  the  lint  with 
which  the  forp  was  dreifed,  and  alfo  as  a 
lotion,  in  which  cafe  it  was  ufed  diluted 
with  two  or  three  times  its  quantity  of  wa- 
ter ; for  if  ufed  pure,  it  was  found  too  irri- 
tating, and  was  apt  to  bring  on  a fungous 
difpofition.  This  precaution  is  particularly 
neceflary  with  regard  to  limes,  the  juice  of 
which  is  a much  more  concentrated  acid 
than  that  of  lemons.  Mr.  Lucas,  furgeon 
of  the  Conqueror,  favoured  me  with  feveral 
valuable  remarks  in  proof  of  this  practice. 
A poultice  was  always  found  a good  applica- 

* I imagined  that  this  was  anew  pra&ice;  but  I find, 
fmce  the  firft  edition  of  this  work  was  printed,  that  it 
has  been  recommended  by  Pere  Labat  in  his  voyage  to 
the  Antilles. 

tioa 
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tion  in  thefe  cafes,  by  its  power  of  abforb- 
ing  the  acrimonious  difcharge,  which  would 
otherwife  irritate  the  neighbouring  parts. 
I have  been  informed  by  a navy  furgeen, 
who  ferved  in  the  former  war,  that  he  has 
known  the  moft  obftinate  ulcers  cured  by 
applying  a pafte  of  oatmeal  and  water,  the 
furface  of  which  was  fprinkled  with  Gou- 
lard’s preparation  of  lead. 


The  fleet  was  furnilhed  with  eflence  of 
malt ; but  its  powers  were  fo  inconfiderable, 
that  fome  of  the  furgeons  denied  that  it  had' 
any.  In  trials,  however,  that  were  made  in 
an  early  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  it  was  found  to 
have  a fenfible  effedl  in  checking  and  remo- 
ving it.  It  was  all'o  found  of  evident  ufe 
in  the  bad  ulcers  fo  apt  to  arife  in  fcorbutic 
habits,  and  in  this  intention  was  fuperior  to 
the  Peruvian  bark  as  an  internal  alterative. 
Indeed,  in  thofe  ulcers  that  were  truly  fcor- 
butic, the  bark  was  found  to  be  of  very  little 
ufe ; and,  next  to  what  has  been  already 
mentioned,  joined  to  the  advantages  of  diet, 
opium  was  found  of  the  greatefl:  fervice  in 

difpofmg 
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difpofing  thefe,  as  well  as  all  other  ill-con- 
ditioned tores  of  hot  climates,  to  heal. 

I have  mentioned  the  fcorbutic  habit  as 
diftmguifhed,  from  the  fcurvy,  but  there 
fecms  to  be  no  difference  except  in  degree  ; 
for  a perfon  may  be  faid  to  labour  under  the 
difeafe  before  it  betrays  itlelf  by  any  obvious 
fymptom,  and  it  muff  have  gathered  a cer- 
tain degree  of  force  before  villble  fymptoms 
are  produced.  The  chief  mark  of  this  la- 
tent and  incipient  ftage  of  the  difeafe  is  that 
incurable  ftate  of  ulcers  that  has  been  men- 
tioned, whether  they  appear  fpontaneoufly 
or  in  confequence  of  flight  accidents.  There 
is  another  mark  of  this  fcorbutic  habit  which 
is  not  mentioned  in  any  defcription  of  the 
difeafe  I have  ever  feen.  It  is  a foft,  indo- 
lent  tumour  which  arifes  under  the  fkin  on 
a part  which  has  received  a fmall  blow,  or 
contufion,  fo  flight  as  not  to  break  the  fkin. 
It  mold  commonly  appears  about  the  elbow 
or  fore-arm,  and  generally  difappears  with- 
out any  inconvenience,  what  it  contains  be- 
ing abforbed.  A fur«geon,  who  opened  one 
of  them,  (a  pra&ice,  however,  not  to  be 

approved 
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approved  of)  informed  me  that  it  confified 
of  fluid  blood.  We  may  alfo  reckon  a lan- 
guor, or  fenfe  of  weight,  as  one  of  thofe 
marks  of  fcurvy  which  occur  before  the 
more  obvious  fymptoms  appear. 

In  this  flate  of  the  difeafe,  the  articles  of 
lefler  powers,  fuch  as  malt  and  melafles, 
may  be  of  fervice  by  preventing  its  farther 
progrels,  or  the  appearance  of  actual  fymp- 
toms, and  by  reftoring  the  conftitution. 

In  fome  of  the  early  ftages  of  this  difeafe 
the  efifervefcmg  mixture  of  acids  with  fixed 
alkali  may  probably  alfo  be  of  uie.  1 ne\er 
could  perceive  any  fenfible  benefit  in  thofe 
cafes  in  which  I tried  it,  though  fome  of 
the  gentlemen  of  the  fleet  reported  to  me 
that  thev  thought  it  of  fervice. 

There  is  no  article  of  the  Materia  Medica 
yet  known  that  pofl'effes  any  confiderable 
Jpower  over  this  difeafe  without  the  afliflance 
of  proper  diet.  With  this  afliflance,  how- 
ever, it  is  found,  that  whatever  tends  to  in- 
crcafe  the  fluid  fecretions,  haflens  very  much 
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the  recovery  of  the  fcorbutic  patient.  I 
have  obferved  a very  ftriking  inftance  of  this 
in  the  effe&s  of  a fpontaneous  diarrhoea  ; 
for  I have  feen  thofe  hard  livid  fwellings  on 
the  legs,  that  form  one  of  the  moft  con- 
Ifant  fymptoms  of  this  difeafe,  almofl:  dis- 
appear, and  the  hams,  from  being  contrac- 
ted, become  flexible  in  the  courfe  of  twelve 
hours  after  the  purging  came  on.  I have 
endeavoured  to  imitate  this  with  purgatives, 
but  never  with  the  fame  effe&s  as  the  natu- 
ral loofenefs.  A free  flow  of  urine  is  alfo 
found  to  promote  the  recovery,  and  vinegar 
of  fquills  is  one  of  the  mod  effectual  medi- 
cines in  this  intention.  It  is  likewife  of 
lingular  fervice  to  excite  fweat ; for  an  ob- 
druction  of  perforation  feems  to  be  one  of 
the  principal  condituents  of  the  difeafe.  The 
goofe  (kin,  which  is  an  early  and  condant 
lymptom  of  this  difeafe,  feems  to  be  owing 
to  a condridtion  of  the  exhaling  vdfels. 
Dover’s  powder  has  been  employed  with 
advantage  as  a fudorific,  with  deco&ion  of 
the  woods  drank  warm,  and  plentiful  warm 
dilution.  Camphor,  combined  with  nitre, 

has 
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has  been  found  one  of  the  befi  remedies, 
and  it  afts  both  as  a diaphoretic  and  diuretic. 

Such  external  applications  as  relax  the 
fkin  are  found  alfo  to  forward  the  cure. 
The  contraction  of  the  hams  and  the  livid 
hardnefs  of  the  calves  of  the  legs  are  re- 
lieved by  emollient  cataplal'ms.  Burying  the 
legs  in  the  earth,  which  has  a l'enflble  good 
effect,  feems  to  aft  on  the  fame  principle, 
for  it  makes  the  parts  fweat  profufely. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  the  fcurvy 
there  takes  place  in  certain  parts  of  the 
body  a ftagnation  of  the  humours  in  the 
fmall  veflels,  particularly  of  the  lower  ex- 
tremities, and  that  it  is  to  this  circumftance 
that  the  livid  hardnefs  of  the  flefhy  parts  of 
the  legs  is  owing.  The  effeft  of  medicine 
in  removing  this,  mull  be  to  reftore  the  ac- 
tion of  thofe  torpid  veflels,  fo  as  to  bring 
the  ftagnated  fluids  again  into  circulation  *. 

Purgatives 

* There  is  a fymptom  which  takes  place  when  men  are 
beginning  to  recover  from  fcurvy,' (particularly  when 
•lie  cure  is  rapidly  effected  by  the  ufe  of  lemon  and 

orange 
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Purgatives  leem  to  a<£t  upon  it  as  they  do  in 
the  dropfy,  by  exciting  abforption.  The  ir- 
ritation of  the  bowels  and  their  increafed 
fecretion  thus  affe&ing  the  minute  veflels  in 
all  parts  of  the  body,  is  the  relult  of  that 
fympathy  or  balance  eftablifhed  between 
every  part  of  the  fyftem,  in  order  to  fup- 
port  the  harmony  and  effect  the  purpofes  of 
the  animal  ^economy. 

It  has  long  appeared  to  me,  that  the  icur- 
vy  is  owing  rather  to  a defedt  of  nourifh- 
ment  than  to  a vitiated  Hate  of  it.  In  fa<5t* 
that  fort  of  food  which  is  fuppofed  mod 
commonly  to  induce  the  feurvy,  is,-  in  moft 
cafes,  not  putrid,  but  is  in  an  unnatural  and 
depraved  hate  by  being  drained  of  its  juices* 
which  run  off  in  brine ; and  perhaps  fonie. 

orange  juice)  upon  which  I have  frequently  reflected,) 
but  for  which  I have  never  been  able  to  account.  This 
confills  in  acute  pains,  which  are  felt  in  the  breafi:  and 
limbs,  refembling  rheumatic  pains.  I once  knew  the 
crew  of  a fhip  which  was  much  affedted  with  feurvv, 
and  had  about  ninety  men  under  cure  by  lemons  and 
oranges,  who  were  moh  of  them  affedted  with  this 
fymptom  in  one  night,  and  made  fuch  a noife  by  crying 
»ut  as  to  alarm  the  officers  who  were  upon  duty. 


of 
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of  the  more  iubtile  and  nutritious  parts  are 
wafted  by  evaporation.  It  is  not  found  that 
fait  of  itfelf  has  any  effed:  in  inducing  the 
fcurvy,  and  indeed  it  can  be  induced  under 
a ftate  of  diet  in  which  there  is  no  fait,  as 
we  know  from  fome  inftances  quoted  by  Dr. 
Lind ; and  fome  cafes  are  related  by  Dr* 
Monro  and  Dr.  Milman,  in  the  Medical 
Tranfadions,  which  are  in  proof  of  the  fame 
opinion.  But  the  cafe  moft  in  point  to  prove 
that  it  depends  on  a defed  of  aliment,  is 
that  of  Dr.  Stark,  who,  by  way  of  experi- 
ment on  himfelf,  reduced  his  diet  to  the 
leaft  quantity  he  could  fubfift  upon,  and  was 
thereupon  affeded  with  the  fymptoms  of  the 
fea  fcurvy.  I have  alfo  known  fome  fymp-* 
toms  of  it  arife  in  old  people  in  confequence 
of  long  abftinence,  owing  to  the  want  of 
appetite.  , 

It  would  appear  that  the  aliment  we  take 
in  ads  in  two  ways  in  increaftng  the  vigour 
of  the  body.  Firft,  by  aflimilation,  where- 
by it  affords  the  matter  of  which  the  folids 
of  the  body  are  made,  in  order  to  carry  on 
growth  in  youth ; and  to  repair  the  wafte  of 

parts 
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parts  ia  adult  age.  A very  fmall  quantity 
of  matter  is  neceflary  for  thefe  purpofes  ; 
and  as  a proof  of  it,  we  fee  people  fupported 
equally  well  with  very  different  quantities 
and  qualities  of  food.  Secondly,  Food  is 
neceflary  as  a ffimulus,  either  by  a power  it 
has  of  foothing  the  nertfes  of  the  ftoraach, 
and  the  other  furfaces  to  which  it  is  applied, 
or  by  its  volume  in  diffending  the  inteftines 
and  blood  veflels.  It  is  upon  this  principle 
that  luxury  renders  the  great  quantities  of 
food  we  take  in  neceflary  ; and  thofe  fpecies 
of  food  which  latisfy  moft  by  their  fldmulus 
are  by  no  means  fucli  as  are  the  mod  nutri- 
tious. It  is  alfo  upon  this  principle,  that 
in  cafes  of  accidental  hardfhip  from  want 
of  food,  or  in  barren  and  inclement  coun- 
tries where  food  is  fcarce,  the  body  is  fup- 
ported, in  fome  meafure,  by  what  contains 
little ’or  110  nutritious  matter,  fuch  as  pure 
water,  or  the  bark  of  trees  powdered  and 
kneaded  into  a fort  of  bread,  as  we  are  told 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Lapland. 

There  are  other  familiar  and  well-^fhi- 
blilhed  fa^s,  which  prove,  that  either  from 

the 
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the  influence  of  difeafe,  from  habits  of  life, 
or  the  nature  of  particular  animals,  life  can 
go  on  for  a length  of  time  with  little  or  no 
aliment.  This  is  the  cafe  in  fevers,  in  fea^ 
ficknefs,  in  certain  Angular  cafes  that  have 
been  recorded  *,  in  torpid  animals,  and  in 
animals  of  cold  blood.  Though  a man  in 
health  will  die  if  deprived  of  food  for  a very 
few  days,  it  does  not  follow  that  this  is  ow- 
ing to  the  want  of  matter  to  repair  the 
wade  of  the  body.  The  craving  for  food, 
and  the  faintnefs  from  long  abdinence,  arife 
from  the  want  of  the  accu domed  dimulus, 
efpecially  in  thofe  wTho  are  ufed  to  live  well  ; 
and  a perfon  feels  himfelf  mod  refredied  by 
food  and  drink  when  newly  taken  in,  and 
before  it  can  be  applied  to  the  purpofe  of 
nutrition. 

As  there  is  a continual  wade  and  decay, 
how'eVer,  both  of  our  fluids  and  lolids,  lome 
degree  of  reparation  is  abfolutely  neceflary, 
efpecially  to  animals  of  warm  blood;  and 

* See  the  Medical  Effays  of  Edinburgh.  Sennertus, 


lib.  iii.  part  i.  fed.  ii.  — 
fed.  ii. 


Haller  Elem.  Phyiiolog.  lib.  xix. 

fuch 
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fiich  ingejia  as  would  give  the  flimulus  of 
food,  without  being  polfefTed  of  any  nutri- 
tious principle,  would  indeed  continue  life 
for  a certain  time  ; but  difeafe  would  enfue. 
The  provilion  ufed  at  fea  anfwers,  in  a great 
meafure,  to  this  defcription  ; for  unlefs  the 
powers  of  digeftion  and  aflimilation  are  re- 
. mark  ably  ft  rong.,  fait  beef  and  bifcuit,  which 
have  been  long  kept,  do  not  contain  much 
more  nourifhment  than  faw-duft,  or  the  bark 
of  a tree,  and  the  difeale  induced  by  this 
diet  is  the  lcurvy. 

The  nature  and  fymptoms  of  the  fcurvy 
countenance  this  opinion  : for  as  the  means 
of  renewing  the  animal  matter  of  our  bodies 
is  withdrawn  under  this  courfe  of  diet,  na- 
ture, in  confequence  of  an  accommodating 
principle,  obferves  a fort  of  frugality,  and 
the  animal  oeconomy  adopts  fuch  meafurcs 
as  may  be  productive  of  the  lead;  poflible 
wafte  and  corruption  of  the  fluids.  Accord- 
ingly all  the  fecretions  become  fcanty  ; and, 
in  particular,  one  of  the  flrft  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe  is  a fuppreftion  of  perfpiration, 
as  appears  by  the  goofe-fkin  that  attends  it. 

L 1 There 
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There  is  a paucity  of  urine.  There  is  alfo 
a great  languor  in  the  circulation,  which 
may  be  confidered  either  as  a means  adopted 
by  nature  to  prevent  that  vitiated  and  effete 
ftate  of  the  fluids  which  a brifker  adtion 
might  induce  ; or  it  may  happen  from  a 
want  of  that  due  fupply  of  nourifhment  ne- 
ceflary  to  produce  a vigorous  adlion  of  all 
the  functions. 


We  have  a proof  of  this  general  languor 
not  only  from  the  great  averfion  to  motion, 
and  the  great  difpofition  to  fyncope,  but 
from  the  infpedtion  of  the  dead  body,  from 
which  it  appears  that  the  whole  circulating 
fyftem,  being  more  flaccid  and  lefs  elaftic, 
is  fubjedt  to  preternatural  diftention.  The 
heart  is  accordingly  found  enlarged  in  bulk, 
the  fize  of  the  cavities  being  increafed  ; and 
in  the  extremities,  where  the  circulation  is 
naturally  moft  languid,  the  fmall  veflels 
carrying  the  colourlels  part  of  the  blood,  are 
fo  far  enlarged  as  to  admit  the  red  part  of  it, 
as  appears  by  the  livid  colour;  and  wheie 
this  is  the  cafe,  thele  veflels  being  unable  to 

carry  on  the  circulation,  a ftagnation  enfues, 

as 
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as  is  evident  in  thofe  livid  appearances  moft 
common  about  the  calves  of  the  leg,  which 
feel  like  a hard  cake.  I have  examined 
thofe  parts  in  the  dead  fubjedt,  and  found  a 
want  of  fluidity  in  the  contents  of  the  vef- 
fels,  but  could  not  difcover  any  thing  like 
eechymojis ; from  which  I concluded  that  the 
colour  was  owing  to  an  error  loci , and  the 
hardnefs  to  ftagnation  and  coagulation  of 
the  fluids,  and  a want  of  adtion  of  the 
veflels. 

The  incurable  ftate  of  ulcers,  fo  common 
in  this  difeafe,  is  alfo  what  we  might  ex- 
pedt  from  the  defedt  of  freflh  aflimilated 
juices  ; for  where  a breach  is  made,  either 
by  nature  or  accident,  in  the  folids,  parti- 
cularly of  the  extremities,  the  proper  fup- 
pu ration  is  prevented  by  the  depraved  ftate 
both  of  the  fluids  and  veflels  ; and  we  can- 
not expedt  that  renewal  of  folid  parts  in 
which  healing  confifts,  where  both  the  in- 
ftruments  and  materials  of  its  formation  are 
lb  defective. 

1 ftialj 
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I (hall  conclude  what  I have  to  fay  on  - 
this  fubjedt,  by  fhortlv  confidering  whether 
or  not  this  dileafe  is  ever  contagious. 

There  is  fomething  in  the  nature  and 
hiftory  of  the  fcurvy  that  would  lead  us  at 
once  to  pronounce  that  it  is  not  infedtious  , 
for  the  external  cauies  on  which  it  depends 
are  fo  obvious,  and  feem  lo  adequate  to  ac- 
count for  its  appearance  and  prevalence  upon 
certain  occasions,  as  at  fil'd  light  to  exclude 
every  other  external  caule. 

But  it  leems  extremely  unphilofophical  to 
deny  the  reality  or  pofiibility  ot  ?my  thing 
in  Nature,  from  our  fuppofed  knowledge  ol 
the  means  and  caufes  (he  employs,  particu- 
larly in  a branch  of  fcience  fo  obfcure  as  the 
animal  (economy.  Could  we,  therefore, 
prove  the  point  as  a matter  of  fadt,  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  deny  it,  from  our  fancied  ac- 
quaintance with  Nature’s  modes  of  opeia- 

tion. 

The  fadt  3 which  give  a fufpicion  of  the 

icurvy  being  infectious  are,  id?  What  is 
J related 
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related  by  Dr.  Lind,  that  the  fea  fenrvy 
fpread  at  one  time  from  the  naval  hofpital  to 
the  people  of  the  adjacent  country,  adly. 
There  occurred  fcveral  inftances,  in  the  firft 
part  of  this  work,  of  this  difeafe  prevailing 
to  a much  greater  degree  in  fome  * particu- 
lar fhips  than  others,  though  upon  the  moft 
accurate  inquiry  there  was  found  no  diffe- 
rence in  the  diet,  or  any  other  external  or 
predifpofmg  caufe  adequate  to  account  for 
this.  We  can  conceive,  that  thole  fhips 
having  accidentally  a few  men,  whofe  con- 
ffitutions  were  remarkably  predifpofed  to 
this  difeafe,  might  catch  it  earlier  than  in 
other  fhips,  and  communicate  it  to  the  reft 
of  the  crew. 

The  only  practical  inference  that  would  lie 
from  the  eftablifhment  of  this  fadt  would  be, 
that  when  the  difeafe  begins  firft  to  appear, 
the  men  affedted  fhould  be  fepa rated  from  the 
reft  ; and  this  is  a good  pradtice,  whether 
this  opinion  is  true  or  not  ; for  luch  men 

* In  the  Princefla,  1781,  and  the  Nonfuch,  Prince 
George,  and  Royal  Oak,  in  1782. 

LI  3 
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ought  to  be  put  in  one  mefs,  in  order  that 
they  all  may  live  upon  the  fame  antifcorbutic 
articles  of  diet,  and  that  they  may  more  ea- 
1 lily  be  debarred  from  the  ufe  of  their  com- 
mon provifions,  of  which  this  difeafe  does 
not  make  them  lofe  the  relilh. 

I - •-  V * . . . L .•*  . . . i 


GUAR 


s 


CHAP.  IV. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  WOUNDS. 


5*9 


CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  Wounds  received  in  the  ACtions  of 
April,  17S2. 

Lofs  in  the  Battle  and  from  Wounds  — Fatality  of  the 
locked  Jaw  — Treatment  of  it  — Some  Ships  more 
fubjeCt  to  it  than  others  — Different  from  other  Cafes 
of  Tetanus — It  is  not  cured  by  the  Removal  of  the 
Part  — It  may  come  on  after  the  Part  is  cured  — EffeCt 
of  Climate  in  producing  it  — Accidents  from  the 
Wind  of  a Ball  — Accidents  from  the  Explofion  of 
Gunpowder  — Means  of  preventing  them  — General 
Obfervations  on  Sores  and  Wounds. 

T HOUGH  furgery  was  not  properly  in 
my  department,  yet,  having  had  a fair  op- 
portunity of  collecting  faCts  concerning  this 
branch  of  pra&ice,  I thought  it  my  duty  to 
pay  fome  attention  to  it. 

The  whole  number  of  men  wounded  in 
the  actions  of  April,  1782,  amounted  to  eight 
hundred  and  ten, 
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Of  thefe,  fixty  died  oil  board  before  the 
end  of  the  month,  five  in  the  courfe  of  the 
following  month,  and  two  in  June. 

There  were  ninety-feven  wounded  men 
fent  to  the  hofpital  at  Port  Royal,  of  whom 
there  had  died  twenty -one  when  the  fleet  left 
Jamaica  on  the  17th  of  July. 

So  that  the  whole  lofs  of  men  in  the  bat- 
tles of  April,  and  their  confequences,  is  as 
follows : 

Killed  outright  - * ■*  * - - 266 

Died  of  their  wounds  on  board  - - 67 

Died  of  their  wounds  at  the  hofpital  21 

Total  35  4 

Of  thofe  who  died  on  board,  fifteen*  were 
carried  off  with  the  fymptoms  of  the  locked 

, jaw  ; 

* Since  this  was  fir  ft  written,  the  melancholy  tidings 
have  arrived  ot  another  cafe  to  be  added  to  this  fatal  lift. 
It  is  that  of  the  amiable  and  gallant  Lord  Robert  Man- 
ners, who  commanded  the  Refolution  on  the  12th  of 

April, 
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jaw;  but  of  thofe  fent  to  the  hofpital,  only 
one.  The  reafon  that  fo  few  in  proportion 
were  affe&ed  with  it  in  the  hofpital  may 
have  been,  that  none  of  the  wounded  were 
landed  till  near  the  end  of  the  third  week 
after  the  principal  aflion.  The  danger  of 
this  fymptom  was  then,  in  a great  meafure, 
paft,  though  I have  known  it  to  take  place 
in  every  period  from  the  fecond  or  third  day 
till  the  fourth  week. 

Only  three  men  in  the  whole  fleet  reco- 
vered from  this  alarming  complaint  ; and  as 
it  is  interefting  to  know  every  thing  relating 
to  fo  delperate  a fymptom,  I fhall  give  a 
fliort  account  of  each. 

The  firft  was  a feaman  of  the  Montagu, 


April,  and  having  loft  his  leg,  befides  receiving  a wound 
in  his  arm  and  breaft,  died  of  this  untradlable  fymptom 
on  his  paflage  to  England;  and  though  he  ftiared  a fate  to 
be  envied  by  every  lover  of  true  glory,  his  lofs  can  never 
be  enough  deplored  by  his  country  and  friends,  being 
formed  by  his  great  virtues  and  accomplishments,  joined 
to  the  luftre  of  his  rank,  to  hold  out  an  example  of  all 
that  was  good  and  great  as  a man  and  an  officer. 


who 
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who  had  his  thigh  wounded  by  a fplinter 
which  carried  away  part  of  the  integuments 
and  membrana  adipofa , and  lacerated  in  a lmall 
degree  the  vajtus  ext  emus  mufcle.  The 
wound  did  extremely  well  till  the  23d  day, 
when  the  jaw  became  almoft  entirely  fixed, 
and  the  whole  mufcles  of  the  wounded  fide 
were  thrown  into  frequent  fpafms.  Mr. 
Young,  the  lurgeon,  who  was  always  anxious 
and  affiduous  in  his  duty,  confulted  with  me, 
and  we  had  immediate  recourfe  to  the  warm 
bath,  which  gave  a degree  of  inftantaneous 
relief,  and  was  repeated  twice  a day  for  half 
an  hour.  He  was  fenfibly  better  every  time  ; 
in  nine  days  was  entirely  free  of  the  fymp- 
tom,  and  continued  afterwards  to  do  well. 
The  only  other  means  taken  for  this  man’s 
recovery,  befides  what  were  ufed  with  the 
other  iwounded  men,  were  from  three  to  five 
grains  of  opium,  which  he  took  every  day, 
in  divided  dofes. 

1 N - • 

The  next  was  a Teaman  of  thirty  years  of 
age,  belonging  to  the  Magnificent,  who  had 
the  humerus  broken  and  fhattered  by  a fpli ti- 
ter which  entered  the  deltoid  mufcle.  Se- 
veral 
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veral  large  portions  of  bone  were  extracted, 
and  the  artery  was  laid  bare  on  the  infide. 
On  the  fifth  day  there  came  on  a large  icho- 
rous  difcharge,  with  a low  quick  pulfe  and 
depreffed  fpirits,  and  the  jaws  began  to  clofe, 
with  pain  and  ftridlure  on  both  fides  about 
the  articulation  of  the  lower  jaw.  He  had 
every  day  fince  the  accident  taken  half  an 
ounce  of  Peruvian  bark,  combined  with 
opium  or  rhubarb,  according  as  it  made  him. 
lool'e  or  coffive.  This  was  continued,  and 
the  part  externally  was  kept  conftantly  moift 
all  round  with  volatile  liniment,  to  which  a 
fourth  part  of  tindlura  thebaica  was  added. 
Next  day  the  jaw  was  almoft  entirely  fixed, 
fo  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  a little 
wine  and  water  could  be  introduced  with  a 
fpoon.  Mr.  Harris,  the  lurgeon,  now  wifely 
determining  to  do  fomething  vigorous  in 
this  unpromifing  fituation,  beat  up  twelve 
ounces  of  opium  moiflened  to  the  confif- 
tence  of  a cataplafm  with  the  thebaic  tinc- 
ture, and  applied  one  half  to  each  fide  of 
the  jaw.  The  patient  this  day  fwal lowed 
a pint  of  the  bark  decodtion  with  half  an 
ounce  of  nitre,  and  took  a diaphoretic 

draught 
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draught  of  twenty  drops  of  thebaic  tinc- 
ture and  thirty  of  antimonial  wine.  He  had 
alfo  the  fmoke  of  tobacco  thrown  up  his 
noffrils.  4 

On  the  third  day  after  the  attack  he  could 
open  his  mouth  half  an  inch.  The  cata- 
plafms  were  taken  off,  beat  up  afrefh  with 
the  tindlure,  and  applied  anew.  The  bark 
and  other  medicines  were  continued.  On 
the  fourth  day  the  fhidture  and  pain  of  the 
jaw  went  entirely  off,  but  the  cataplafm  and 
volatile  liniment  were  applied  for  three  days 
longer.  The  wound  produced  a laudable 
dilcharge,  every  fymptom  became  favoura- 
ble, and  lie  continued  to  recover. 

The  only  other  perfon  who  recovered  from 
this  fymptom  was  a man  in  the  Bedford. 
Several  died  of  it  on  board  of  this  fhip  ; and 
as  the  fame  means  of  relief  were  fkilfully 
employed  in  all  the  cafes  by  Mr.  Wickes, 
the  furgeon,  the  fuccefs  feemed  owing  more 
to  fomething  favourable  in  the  man’s  conffi- 
tution,  than  any  thing  peculiar  in  the  treat- 
ment, which  confined  in  the  adminiflration 

of 
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of  the  warm  bath,  opium  and  camphor,  with 
mercurial  friflion  on  the  jaw. 

This  accident  aftedted  fome  (hips  remark- 
ably more  than  others,  particularly  the  Bar- 
fleur  and  Bedford,  though  their  wounds  had 
nothing  peculiar,  nor  were  in  a greater  pro- 
portion than  in  the  reft  of  the  fleet.  Four 
were  carried  off  by  it  in  each  of  thefe  (hips. 
It  has  formerly  been  obferved,  that  great 
fliips  acquire  peculiar  habits,  or  difpofitions, 
which  incline  the  conftitutions  of  the  men  to 
one  difeafe  more  than  another.  This  com- 
plaint took  a run  in  fome  particular  (hips  laft 
year  alfo  after  the  battle  of  the  Cbefapeak  ; 
and  I have  known  it  prevail  in  fome  parti- 
cular hofpitals  more  than  others.  In  the 
prefent  inftance,  it  may  have  been  owing 
either  to  fomething  peculiar  in  the  conftitu- 
tion,  or  air  of  the  Blips  ; or  we  can  con- 
ceive it  to  be  owing  to  fome  fort  of  nervous 
fympathy,  juft  as  the  epilepfy  * has  been 
known  to  fpread  from  one  boy  to  another, 

at 

* See  Kaan  Boerhaave’s  account  of  this  epilepfy  in  a 
fell oo  1 at  Harlaern,  in  a book,  entitled  Impetum  faciens 
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at  a fchool,  in  confequence  of  imitation, 
dread,  horror,  or  fome  fuch  delicate  nervous 
or  mental  affection.  We  have  in  yawning 
an  example  of  a fpafmodic  affection  fpread- 
ing  from  one  perfon  to  another.  If  this  is 
the  cafe  in  the  locked  jaw,  thofe  afle&ed  by 
it  fhould  be  removed  from  the  prefence  of 
the  other  wounded  men,  led:  the  idea  of  the 
fufferings  of  others  fhould  be  fo  fixed  in 
their  mind,  or  fo  imprefs  them  with  the 
fear  of  the  like,  as  to  invite  the  attack  of 
the  fame  complaint. 

Though  the  locked  jaw,  in  confequence  of 
wounds,  refembles  frequently  in  its  fymp- 
toms  the  tetanus  which  arifes  without  any 
external  accident,  yet  there  are  many  cafes 
of  the  former  which  differ  materially  from 
the  violent  fymptoms  of  the  other, -as  de- 
ferred by  authors.  In  moft  cafes  of  the 
locked  jaw  from  wounds  the  fpafms  are  not 

dictum  Hippocrate  per  corpus  confentiens  (page  355.) 
A faiSt  of  the  fame  kind  is  alfo  related  in  a pamphlet, 
entitled  Rapport  des  CommifTaires  charges  par  le  Roi  de 
l’examen  du  Magnetifme  Animal, 
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fo  general,  fo  violent,  nor  attended  with 
fucli  exquifite  pain.  It  fometimes  happens 
that  the  convulfive  twitchings  are  even  ac- 
companied with  a fort  of  pleafure,  as  in  the 
cafe  of  a lieutenant  of  the  Montagu,  whofe 
cafe  was  related  to  me  by  Mr.  Young,  the 
furgeon  of  that  fhip,  a man  of  fkill  and  obfer- 
vation  in  his  profeffion,  and  upon  whofe  fide- 
lity and  accuracy  I could  perfeflly  rely.  This 
officer  had  been  wounded  in  the  elbow  at  the 
battle  of  St.  Chriftopher’s  by  a fplinter, 
whereby  the  capfular  ligament  of  the  joint 
was  injured.  On  the  ninth  day,  fymptoms 
of  the  locked  jaw  came  on,  and  foon  after 
the  whole  mufcles  of  the  wounded  fide  were 
affe&ed  with  frequent  convulfive  twitchings, 
which,  as  he  himfelf  faid,  afforded  a pleafant 
fenfation,  exciting  laughing  like  an  agreeable 
titillation.  He  died  on  the  fourth  day  after 
it  came  on,  and  had  no  pain  to  the  lafh 

The  locked  jaw  from  accident  differs  alfo 
from  other  cafes  of  tetanus,  in  refpeft  to  its 
cure  ; for  the  latter  has  been  fuccefsfully 
treated  by  cold  bathing,  as  is  related  by 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Wright  * and  Dr.  Cochrane  -j- ; but  it  is 
acknowledged  by  the  latter  that  this  treat- 
ment did  not  anfwer  when  the  complaint 
proceeded  from  a wound. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  locked  jaw 
did  not  take  place  in  thofe  cafes  in  which  the 
wounds  had  a foul  and  gangrenous  appear- 
ance more  than  others ; for  thofe  that  di- 
gefted  and  cicatrized  favourably,  were  equally 
apt  to  be  affected  by  it  ; and  though  amputa- 
tions are  moft  liable  to  this  fymptom,  the 
(lighted:  injuries,  even  a fcratch,  will  fome- 
times  bring  it  on. 

It  would  be  difficult,  therefore,  to  efta- 
blifh  any  particular  treatment  that  would 
tend  to  prevent  accidents  of  this  kind  ; but 
Mr.  Baffan,  furgeon  of  the  Arrogant,  one 
of  the  line-of-battle  (hips  engaged  on  the 
1 2th  of  April,  mixed  laudanum  with  the 
dreffings  of  all  the  wounds,  and  no  locked 
jaw  occurred. 

* London  Medical  Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  V ol.V  I. 
q.  Medical  Commentaries,  Vol.  III.,  and  a Thefts  print- 
ed at  Edinburgh,  1 7 84* 

Mr. 
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I11  the  Bedford  there  occurred  a curious 
circumftance  concerning  this  complaint.  In 
one  of  the  cafes  that  proved  fatal,  the  fymp- 
toms  did  not  come  on  till  the  wound  was  fo 
far  healed  that  all  dreffing  had  been  laid 
al'ide. 

Mr.  Wood,  furgeon  of  the  hofpital  at  Ja- 
maica* informed  me,  that  in  cafes  of  the 
locked  jaw  from  injuries  to  fmall  members, 
fuch  as  fingers,  he  had  tried  the  effedt  of 
amputating  the  part  after  the  fymptoms  had 
come  on,  but  without  any  effedt  in  putting 
a flop  to  them. 

Would  it  not  appear,  from  the  two  lad- 
mentioned  fa<5ts,  that  this  fymptom  is  not 
kept  up,  nor  even  takes  place  in  the  firft  in- 
ftance,  from  an  immediate  prefent  irritation, 
but  that  the  conftitution  comes  to  be  fo  mo- 
dified, or  receives  fuch  an  impulfe,  as  it 
were,  that  the  complaint  runs  its  courfe 
independent  of  the  prefence  of  that  Jlitnulus 
which  excites  it  ? 

It  would  be  difficult  to  aflign  a fatisfactory 
reafon  why  this  accident  is  more  frequent  in 
hot  than  in  cold  climates.  The  effect  of 
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external  heat  upon  the  living  body  is  not  to 
raife  its  temperature  even  when  the  heat  of 
the  air  exceeds  that  of  the  body  *' ; fo  that  we 
are  to  feek  for  the  efFeds  of  it  in  fome  of 
thofe  affections  peculiar  to  animal  life.  And 
as  the  outward  temperature  of  the  air  does 
not  affeCt  the  general  mafs  of  the  body,  all 
the  effe&s  produced  by  it  muff  depend  on 
impreffions  made  on  the  external  furface  of 
the  body  and  lungs  ; and  the  lkin,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a large  expanded  tiffue 
of  nervous  fibres  endowed  with  univerfal 
fympathy  and  great  fenffbihty,  affe&s  every 
organ  and  every  function  of  the  body,  ac- 
cording to  the  ftate  of  the  air  in  contact  with 
it,  whether  cold  or  hot,  moift  or  dry,  pure 
or  vitiated.  This  fympathetic  fenfibility  of 
the  (kin  is  chiefly  affixed  by  the  ffate  of 
the  perfpiring  pores  on  its  furface ; for  it  is 
only  when  thefe  are  open  that  theimpreffion 
of  the  air  on  the  lkin  produces  catarrhs, 
rheumatifms,  and  internal  inflammations  m 
cold  climates ; and  the  external  temperature 
in  hot  climates  being  fuch  as  to  keep  the 


* See  experiments  on  a heated  room.  Philofophical 
Tranfaftions,  177 5>  Vol.LXV. 
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pores  almoft  always  open,  this  Teems  to  be  a 
principal  reafon  of  that  univerfal  irritability 
prevailing  there,  and  of  the  general  fympa- 
thy  that  prevails  between  every  part,  parti- 
cularly as  conne&ed  with  the  organs  of  per* 
fpiration  *.  This  readinefs  of  one  part  to 
be  affe&ed  by  another  in  hot  climates  is  well 
illuftrated  by  the  fudden  tranflation  of  cer- 
tain difeafes.  I have  Teen,  for  inftance,  a 
catarrh  ceafe,  and  be  converted,  as  it  were, 
into  a diarrhoea,  and  this  as  quickly  difap- 
pearing,  a pain  in  the  foot  would  arife,  like 
an  attack  of  the  gout.  All  this  would  hap* 
pen  in  the  fpace  of  a few  hours. 

But,  in  cold  climates,  wounds  are  by  no 
means  exempt  from  the  locked  jaw  ; for  it 
fometimes  occurs  in  England,  where  I have 
Teen  it  even  in  the  winter  feafon  -f-* 

* That  fpecies  of  locked  jaw,  called  by  authors  the 
Trifmus  Inf  annum , to  which  children  are  liable  the  firll 
week  after  birth,  is  probably  owing  to  the  contaA  of 
the  external  air  upon  the  fkin,  which  is  accuftomed  in 
the  womb  to  a moift  and  warm  medium. 

•f  Aretsus  Cappadox  fays,  that  tetanus  in  general  is 
even  more  apt  to  occur  in  winter  than  in  fummer.  De 
Cauf.  & Sign.  Morb.  Acut.  lib.  i.  cap.  yi. 
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Since  mv  return  to  England  1 have  re- 
ceived Tome  new  and  ufeful  information  on 
this  fubjedt  in  converting  with  Dr.  Warren, 
phyiician  to  the  King  ; and  as  any  obferva- 
tions  derived  from  lo  much  acknowledged 
{kill  and  iagacity  muft  be  valuable,  I (hall 
here  relate  what  he  was  fo  kind  as  to  com- 
municate to  me. 

This  eminent  phyfician,  in  attending  a 
cale  in  which  he  was  nearly  intereffed,  and 
in  which  his  endeavours  were  rewarded  with 
fuccefs,  found  the  greateft  benefit  from 
opium  and  the  warm  bath.  The  opium  was 
given  in  the  form  of  tinfture,  in  moderate, 
but  pretty  frequent,  dofes.  The  bath  was 
compofed  of  milk  and  water,  and  the  addi- 
tion of  milk  was,  no  doubt,  an  improve- 
ment ; for  there  is  fomething  in  this  as  well 
as  oil  extremely  foothing  to  the  human 
nerves.  Dr.  Warren  had  intended  to  make 
trial  of  a bath  of  oil  in  cafe  this  had  failed. 
He  mentioned  the  following  observation, 
with  regard  to  the  external  application  of 
oil,  which  could  only  have  been  iuggefted 
by  that  anxious  attention  that  was  paid  to 

the  cafe.  It  was  found,  that  the  uneafinefs 
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arifmg  from  the  fpafm  was  allayed  by  con- 
ftantly  drawing  a feather  wetted  w'ith  oil 
over  the  temples,  which  had  an  evident  ef- 
fect in  lulling  the  pain  and  fpafm  ; for  when 
this  operation  was  left  otF,  there  was  an  im- 
mediate recurrence  of  thefe  fymptonis  *. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  from  this  as 
well  as  the  former  cafes,  that  opium  and 
the  warm  bath  are  the  only  remedies  yet 
known  which  are  of  fervice  in  this  complaint, 
and  much  will  depend  on  the  judicious  ma- 
nagement of  them.  The  method  of  admi- 
nilfering  the  opium,  recommended  by  Dr. 
Warren,  leems  to  be  the  mod:  judicious, 
efpecially  in  conditutions  not  habituated  to 
this  medicine. 

* There  are  feveral  valuable  practical  remarks  on  this 
complaint  in  fome  of  the  ancient  authors,  efpecially 
Aretseus.  Their  principal  means  of  cure  con  lifted  jn 
the  application  of  warm  oil  to  the  whole  furface  of  the 
body,  particularly  of  the  part  affedfed.  This  author 
alfo  recommends  clyfters  of  warm  oil,  occafionally  com- 
bined with  a medicine  called  biera,  which  confifted  of 
certain  fpices  and  gums,  with  fome  purgative,  fuch  as 
aloes  or  colocynth.  Aretseus  Cappad.  de  Curat.  Morb. 
Acut.  cap.  vi.  Celfus,  lib.  iv.  cap.  iii.  Gprteus  in 
vocabuliim, 
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There  is  a certain  medium  in  giving  opium, 
by  which  its  bed  effe&s  are  obtained,  for  in 
an  under  dofe  it  will  produce  difturbance  in- 
ftead  of  reft  ; and  when  it  is  given  in  large 
quantities  it  frequently  defeats  the  very  end 
for  which  it  is  given,  by  throwing  the  body 
into  convulhons  which  terminate  in  death. 
The  rule  for  judging  of  the  proper  limits  of 
this  dofe  is,  by  its  eftedl  in  inducing  that 
ftupor  or  infenlibility  which  renders  the 
fenfes  incapable  of  irritation  ; for  in  this, 
as  w7ell  as  in  every  other  cafe  of  difeafe,  the 
cure  feems  ultimately  to  be  the  work  of  na- 
ture, the  effeT  of  medicine  being  only  a fe- 
condary  operation,  by  which  it  removes 
feme  obftacle  to  the  natural  efforts  of  the 
coiiftitution.  Though  a dofe  of  opium 
greater  than  ordinary  is  required  to  produce 
this  infenfibility  in  cafes  of  fpafm,  and 
though  the  conftitution  in  that  fituation  will 
bear  more,  yet  even  here  it  may  be  given  to 
excefs  ; and  by  beginning  with  fmall  quan- 
tities, and  giving  it  in  frequent  rather  than 
large  dofes,  the  conftitution  will  thereby  be 
better  reconciled  to  it,  and  it  will  alfo  with 
more  convenience  admit  of  that  gradual  m- 
creafe  w'hich  is  peculiarly  neceffary  with  this 

medicine. 
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medicine.  Thefe  ideas  were  fuggefted  to  me 
by  Dr.  Warren  ; and  it  may  be  farther  added, 
in  recommendation  of  his  method,  that  the 
liquid  form  is  preferable  to  the  folid,  as  the 
effe&s  of  it  will  fooner  be  feen,  and  a better 
judgement  can  be  formed  how  far  it  is  pro- 
per to  pufh  it. 

Great  attention  is  alfo  neceflary  in  regu- 
lating the  heat  of  the  bath  ; for  if  it  is  not 
fufficiently  warm,  it  will  not  have  the  effect 
of  producing  a due  relaxation  ; and  if  it 
fhould  be  too  hot,  it  will  Simulate  too 
much,  and  will  have  the  farther  inconve- 
nience of  making  the  patient  very  faint  in  a 
fhort  time.  It  cannot  be  well  regulated 
without  a thermometer,  and  93°  upon  Fah- 
renheit’s fcale  is  perhaps  the  heft  tempera- 
ture. I have  kept  a patient  in  a bath  of 
that  heat  for  fix  hours,  which  he  could  not 
have  endured  for  half  an  hour  had  the  heat 
been  three  or  four  degrees  higher 

The  circumftance  next  in  confequence,  in 
the  cure  of  this  complaint,  is  the  keeping- 
up  a moiffure  on  the  fkin,  and  guarding  the 
furface  of  the  body  from  the  accefs  of  the 
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air.  This  is  particulaily  neceflary  with  re- 
gard to  the  part  itfelf,  which  fhould  be  con- 
ftantly  envelopped  in  warm,  anodyne,  and 
emollient  applications.  The  good  effedls  of 
this  is  particularly  exemplified  in  the  cafe 
which  recovered  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Har- 
ris, who  gave  the  diaphoretic  medicine,  com* 
pofed  of  antimonial  wine  and  laudanum,  and 
applied  the  anodyne  cataplafm  to  the  exter- 
nal fauces.  It  was  remarked,  that  the  lock- 
ed jaw  was  moft  incident  to  thofe  wrounded 
men  who  lay  in  parts  of  the  hofpital  where 
they  were  expofed  to  a current  of  air;  and 
the  cafes  of  tetanus  that  moft  ufually  occur 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  independent  of  wounds, 
are  thofe  of  (laves  who  fall  afleep  in  the 
night-time  in  the  open  air. 

Since  the  firft  edition  of  this  work,  there 
has  appeared  an  Eflay  on  the  Locked  Jaw 
by  Dr.  Rufh,  phyfician  to  the  American 
army  in  the  late  war,  in  which  he  recom- 
mends, from  his  own  obfervation,  Peruvian 
bark,  wine,  and  bhfters,  and  to  drefs  the 
wounds  with  mercurial  ointment,  in  the 
cure  of  this  complaint.  From  fome  trials  I 
have  fince  made  of  the  bark  in  St.  Thomas  s 

hofpital, 
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hofpital,  I have  reafon  to  think  well  of  it  as 
a remedy  in  this  difeafe. 

There  is  a lingular  fpecies  of  accident  to 
which  engagements  at  fea  are  liable,  the  wind 
of  A ball,  as  it  is  called.  If  a cannon  ball 
in  its  flight  paffes  clofe  to  any  part  of  the  body, 
it  renders  it  livid  and  numb  for  fome  time*. 
It  is  mod:  dangerous  when  it  approaches  the 
flomach  ; and  there  was  an  inftance  of  a 
man  in  the  laft  battle,  who,  upon  a ball 
palling  clofe  to  his  flomach,  dropped  down 
dead  inftantaneoufly,  without  the  lead:  vifi- 
ble  marks  of  injury.  Another,  in  confe- 

quence 

* This  is  a fadl  which  does  not  admit  of  doubt;  but 
the  manner  in  which  theeffedl  is  here  produced  is  a mat- 
ter of  conjedfure.  It  is  molt  probably  owing  to  the 
compreffion  and  tremor  of  the  air  in  confequence  of  its 
tefiftance  to  the  motion  of  the  ball.  We  can  alfo  con- 
ceive, that,  with  regard  to  an  yielding  part,  fuch  as  the 
flomach  or  abdomen,  a body  flying  with  great  velocity 
piay  even,  for  a moment,  difplace  a portion  of  it  by 
palling  through  the  fame  fpace,  without  any  other  me- 
chanical injury  than  contufion,  in  a manner  fimilar  to 
what  happens  to  two  balls  in  the  adt  of  collifion  in  phi— 
lofophical  experiments  made  to  illullrate  the  nature  of 
elafticity  ; or  the  comprefled  air  may  even,  in  this  cafe, 
adf,  as  it  were,  like  a cufhion,  preventing  the  fudden 

impulfe 
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quence  of  a ball  paffing  clofe  to  his  belly, 
remained  without  fenfe  or  motion  for  fome 
time,  and  a large  livid  tumor  arofe  on  the 
part,  but  he  recovered.  I attended  a man 
at  the  hofpital  at  Barbadoes,  who  had  the 
buttons  of  his  trowfers  carried  off  by  a 
cannon  ball,  without  its  having  touched  the 
body.  The  pubis  was  livid  and  fwelled  for 
fome  time  after  : he  fuffered  exquifite  pain 
from  ftrangury,  which  feemed  to  proceed 
from  a faralyjis  of  the  bladder,  for  he  voided 
no  water  without  a catheter  for  near  three 
months,  after  which  time  he  recovered.  I 
' know  a brave  young  officer  * in  the  army, 
who  had  his  epaulette  carried  off  by  a can- 
non ball  at  Charleffown,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  ffioulder  and  adjacent  parts  of  the 

impulse  and  contact  of  the  ball.  This  explanation  fur- 
nilhes  a reafon  why  the  parts  of  the  body  above  men- 
tioned fhould  be  more  liable  to  be  affeded  by  accidents 
of  this  kind  than  the  head.  Perhaps  this  difference  may 
alfo,  in  part,  arife  from  the  principle  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Hunter,  that  the  ftomach  is  more  effential  to  life,  and 
more  immediately  the  feat  of  it,  than  the  head  or  any 
other  member  or  organ  of  the  body,  and  that  an  injury 
to  this  part  is  more  immediately  deft ru dive  of  life  than 
any  other. 

* The  honourable  Captain  Fitzroy. 

neck 
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neck  were  afft&ed  for  fome  time.  A like 
accident  happened  to  a marine  officer  in  one 
of  the  late  engagements  ; but  in  neither  of 
thefe  was  the  head  materially  affedted,  nor 
is  it  fo  apt  to  be  afFefled  in  this  way  as  the 
ftomach.  I never  knew  death  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  wind  of  a ball  on  the  head ; 
though  an  officer  * in  the  Sultan,  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Grenada,  was  fo  ftunned  by  a fhot 
palling  near  his  temple,  as  to  be  infenfible 
for  fome  time,  but  he  recovered  entirely  in  a 
few  hours  -f* 

The  clafs  of  wounds  moll:  peculiar  to  a fea 
engagement  are  fcorches  from  the  accidental 
explolion  of  gunpowder  ; and  in  moft  of  the 
campaigns  in  which  I have  ferved  they  have 
been  very  frequent  and  fatal.  Few  accidents, 
however,  of  this  kind  happened  in  the  late 
engagements  ; fo  that  we  had  but  little  ex- 
perience of  this  fort  of  wounds  in  April,  1-82. 
But  on  former  occafions  they  were  very  fre- 
quent, and  the  bcfl:  application  to  the  burnt 

* Colonel  Markham. 

•f  Animals  are  affe&ed  by  thefe  accidents  as  well  as  • 
tnen.  A cow  in  one  of  the  fhips  was  killed  in  one  of 
the  actions  in  April,  by  a double-headed  fhot  pafling 
clofe  to  the  fmall  of  her  back. 
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parts  was  found  to  be  linfeed  oil,  which 
l'ome  of  the  furgeons  mixed  with  lime  wa- 
ter, others  with  ceiufle,  and  both  compofi- 
tions  anfwered  well.  Opium  was  found  of 
great  ufe  in  alleviating  pain  and  procuring 
reft,  care  being  taken  to  guard  againft  cof- 
tivenefs  by  the  ufe  of  clyfters.  In  the  bat- 
tles of  1780  and  1781,  one-fourth  part  of 
the  whole  killed  and  wounded  was  from  thjs 
fort  of  accident ; but  on  the  9th  and  1 2th  of 
April,  1782,  only  two  accidental  explofions 
of  gunpowder  happened  in  the  whole  fleet, 
by  one  of  which  one  life  was  loft,  by  the 
other,  two.  This  diflerence  was  owing 
partly  to  greater  experience  and  habits  of 
caution  acquired  in  the  courfe  of  the  war, 
and  partly  to  certain  improved  methods  in 
working  the  artillery  introduced  by  Sir 
Charles  Douglas,  which,  like  all  his  other 
valuable  improvements,  tend  to  give  facility 
and  expedition,  as  well  as  to  fave  the  lives  of 
men.  The  circumftances  which  tend  to  pre- 
vent explofions  are,  lft,  The  wetting  of  the 
wads,  which  prevents  their  inflaming  and 
blowing  back  when  they  fight  the  weather 
fide  of  the  (hip ; a circumftance  which,  with- 
out this  precaution,  gives  occafion  to  a num- 
ber 
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ber  of  accidents  by  the  burning  parts  catch- 
ing the  loofe  powder,  or  fetting  fire  to  the 
cartridges,  zdly,  The  ufe  of  goofe- quill 
tubes  and  fmall  priming  boxes,  made  of  tin, 
inftead  of  the  large  horns  formerly  in  ufe, 
whereby  great  quantities  of  powder  were 
fcattered  about  and  expofed  to  accidental  fire, 
^dly,  The  ufe  of  locks,  which  was  prac- 
tifed  with  great  fuccefs  in  feveral  (hips,  and 
was  found  to  make  the  operation  both  more 
fafe  and  more  expeditious. 

It  frequently  happens  that  men  bleed  to 
death  before  affiftance  can  be  procured,  or 
lofe  fo  much  blood  as  not  to  be  able  to  go 
through  an  operation.  In  order  to  prevent 
this,  it  has  been  propofed,  and  on  fome  oc- 
cafions  pradifed,  to  make  each  man  carry 
about  him  a garter,  or  piece  of  rope-yarn,  in 
order  to  bind  up  a limb  in  cafe  of  prof  ufe 
bleeding.  If  it  fhould  be  objeded,  that  this, 
from  its  folemnity,  may  be  apt  to  intimidate 
common  men,  officers  at  leaf!  fhould  make 
ufe  of  fome  fuch  precaution,  efpecially  as 
many  of  them,  and  thofe  of  the  higheft  rank, 
are  ftationed  on  the  quarter  deck,  which  is 
one  of  the  moft  expofed  filiations,  and  far 

removed 
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removed  from  the  cockpit,  where  the  fur- 
geon  and  his  affiftants  are  placed.  This  was 
the  caufe  of  the  death  of  Captain  Bayne,  of 
the  Alfred,  who,  having  had  his  knee  fo 
fhattered  with  a round  ihot,  that  it  was  ne- 
celfary  to  amputate  the  limb,  expired  under 
the  operation,  in  confequence  of  the  weak- 
nefs  induced  by  lofs  of  blood  in  carrying  him 
fo  far.  As  the  Admiral,  on  thefe  occafions, 
allowed  me  the  honour  of  being  at  his  fide, 
I carried  in  my  pocket  feveral  tourniquets  of 
a fimple  conftruCtion,  in  cafe  accidents  to 
any  perfon  on  the  quarter  deck  fliould  have 
required  their  ufe. 

It  fometimes  happens,  however,  that  no 
haemorrhage  arifes  from  a limb  being  carried 
off  by  a ball.  The  furgeon  of  the  Fame  re- 
lated to  me  an  inftance  of  this,  in  which  the 
thigh  was  cut  through  by  a Ihot  near  its  up- 
per part,  all  except  a little  flelh  and  fkin,  and 
yet  not  the  lead  haemorrhage  followed.  This 
may  have  been  owing  to  the  limb  being  en- 
tirely fevered,  or  nearly  fo,  whereby  the  vet- 
fels  contracted  more  eafily  than  if  they  had 
been  partially  divided.  All  that  was  done  foi 

this  man  was  to  remove  the  limb,  and  to 

faw 
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faw  off  the  jagged  end  of  the  bone.  He 
furvived  fix  days,  ftill  without  bleeding,  and 
died  of  the  locked  jaw. 

I was  informed  by  feveral  of  the  furgeons, 
that  the  method  of  taking  up  the  veffels 
by  the  tenaculum  was  found  to  anfwer  ex- 
tremely well ; and  many  of  them  imagined 
that  the  locked  jaw  was  not  fo  apt  to  be 
brought  on  by  this  mode  of  operation  as  by 
that  of  the  needle.  But  it  is  hardly  to  be 
attempted  in  time  of  aCtion,  for  want  of 
fteadinefs  and  a good  light,  and  it  was  chiefly 
at  the  hofpitals  that  this  practice  was  found 
fo  fuccefsful. 

Mr.  Alanfon’s  method  of  amputation  by  a 
great  retraction  of  the  mufcles,  fo  that  the 
fleffiy  parts  fhall  meet  over  the  bone  and  unite 
in  the  firft  intention,  was  attended  with  great 
fuccefs  in  the  Weft  Indies,  particularly  at  the 
hofpital  at  St.  Lucia,  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Bulcock. 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  though  all  fores 
and  wounds  in  the  foot  and  leg  are  difficult 

of 
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of  cure  in  a hot  climate,  I have  obferved, 
that,  where  the  conftitution  is  good,  thole 
in  the  thighs,  arms,  trunk,  and  head,  are 
rather  more  eafy  of  cure  than  in  Europe, 
and  that  parts  divided  by  incillon  very  rea- 
dily unite  by  the  firft  intention.  In  reafon- 
ing  upon  this,  it  may  be  faid,  that  as  heal- 
ing depends  on  a certain  degree  of  vigour  in 
the  powers  of  life,  this  fliould  not  err  either 
on  the  fide  of  excefs  or  defeat.  If  it  is  too 
great,  as  in  the  cafe  of  a hale,  plethoric 
conftitution  in  a cold  climate,  too  much  in- 
flammation is  apt  to  be  excited  ; and  if  too 
feeble,  as  happens  in  a hot  climate,  in  the 
lower  extremities,  which  are  far  removed 
from  the  fource  of  life  and  circulation,  the 
falutary  effort  is  not  ftrong  enough  to  gene- 
rate new  organiled  parts.  But  in  the  trunk 
of  the  body,  in  fuch  a climate,  the  powers 
of  the  animal  oeconomy  are  in  that  juft  me- 
dium which  is  moft  favourable  to  this  opeia- 
tion  of  nature. 


the  end. 
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It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me,  that  it  would 
add  to  the  utility  of  this  Work  to  fubjoin  a 
lift  of  the  remedies  beft  fuited  to  the  prac- 
tice of  phyfic  at  fea,  \vith  their  quantities, 
and  to  give  a fet  of  formulas  for  the  direc- 
tion of  young  practitioners.  I have  accord- 
ingly made  out  a grols  computation  of  the 
requisite  quantities  of  the  moft  ufeful  and 
neceflary  articles  of  the  Materia  Medica,  and 
alfo  a few  of  the  moft  commodious  and  lim- 
ple  forms  of  adminiftering  fome  of  the  moft 
efficacious  remedies  for  the  moft  common 
difeafes . 

It  is  of  confequence  every  where,  but 
efpecially  on  board  of  a fhip,  to  iimplify 
practice,  as  much  as  poftible,  with  regard  to 
the  number,  the  preparation,  and  the  admi- 
niftration  of  medicines.  Where  a great 
number  of  compound  medicines  are  given, 
it  is  extremely  difficult  to  afeertain,  by  ac- 
curate and  fatisfaocory  obfervations,  what 
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are  their  real  effects  and  as  tlieie  aie  not 
conveniences  at  lea  for  great  pharmaceutical 
nicety,  the  plainefi  forms  fhoukl  be  adheied 
to.  And  as  all  operations  are  rendered  more 
practicable  and  eafy  by  being  reduced  to  a 
hated  method,  this  is  an  additional  induce- 
ment for  ftudying  plainnefs  and  fimplicity 
in  preparing  and  adminiftering  remedies. 
This  uniformity  is  more  attainable  in  the 
public  fervice  than  in  private  practice ; for 
in  the  former  all  the  patients  are  of  one  lex, 
they  are  all  adults,  and  they  are  generally 
of  rob u ft  conftitutions. 


In  the  lift  hereto  fubjoined  the  articles 
are  diftinguifhed  into  principal  and  secon- 
dary ; and  when  a furgeoii  confiders  how 
limited  his  funds  are,  I hope  he  will  not 
think  that  I have  made  a difproportionate 
affortment  in  reducing  the  number  and  quan- 
tities of  the  latter,  my  view  in  this  ha- 
ving been  that  he  may  better  afford  an  am- 
ple^ proportion  of  fuch  medicines  as  are 
really  efficacious  and  indifpenfable  in  the 
cure  of  difeafes.  It  may  be  affirmed,  with- 
out vanity  or  arrogance,  that  the  punt 
lift  of  articles  with  which  the  navy  li  - 
geons  are  enjoined  to  fupply  themfelves  is 
very  injudicious  conlidering  the  piefent  im- 
proved ftate  of  the  medical  art ; and  it  is  of 
great  importance  that  the  due  proportion  of 
fa  h artide  Ihould  be  afeertamed  as  neariy  as 
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poftible,  that  no  unneceffary  expence  may 
be  incurred,  and  that  the  cheft  may  not  be 
encumbered  with  unneceflary  articles. 

There  are  no  limple  diftilled  waters  in  the 
following  lift,  as  they  are  very  corruptible, 
and  too  bulky  to  carry  to  fea.  Their  place 
is  fupplied  by  a fmall  quantity  of  oil  of  mint, 
which  may  be  occalionally  added  to  common 
water,  in  the  proportion  of  a drop  to  an 
ounce.  There  are  no  tindlures  inferted,  ex- 
cept laudanum,  the  traumatic  balfam,  and 
compound  fpirit  of  lavender,  as  the  furgeon, 
having  a proper  fupply  of  fpirit  of  wine 
or  rum,  may  make  them  on  board  of  the 
fhip. 

In  the  following  lift  the  furgical  articles 
are  not  enumerated.  There  is  a new  article 
which  I beg  leave  to  recommend,  as  it  has 
lately  been  found  extremely  ufeful,  and  is 
now  uied  in  large  quantities  in  the  hofpitals 
in  London.  This  is  linfeed  meal  for  poul- 
tices. The  furgeon  ftiould  alfo  be  provided 
with  a fufficient  quantity  of  linfeed  oil,  as  it 
has  been  found  to  be  one  of  the  beft  ingre- 
dients in  dreffings  for  fcorches.  See  page 
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The  quantity  of  each  article  is  adapted  to 
an  hundred  men  for  one  year,  fo  that  a cal- 
culation can  eafily  be  made  for  any  number 
of  men,  and  for  any  length  of  time. 
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ASSORTMENT  of  medicines 

TO  BE 

CARRIED  TO  SEA, 

FOR 

ONE  HUNDRED  MEN,  FOR  ONE  YEAR. 

» 

PRINCIPAL  ARTICLES. 

Peruvian  bark,  ten  pounds,  and  if  the  fliip  is  defined 
for  a hot  climate,  twenty  pounds.  This,  article  lhotild  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Public.  Sec  p.  3 59-— C alome*»  two  °unces 
half—  a Emetic  tartar,  one  ounce  and  a half-— Ipecacoan  a, 
four  ounces— Opium,  one  ounce— b Purging  ialts,  ten  pounds 
— Senna  leaves,  two  pounds. 

SECONDARY  ARTICLES. 

ALOES,  half  an  ounce— Amraoniacum,  two  ounces— Balfam 
^ eopaiya,  three  ounces-*  Traumatic  balfam,  four  ounces - 
Camphor,  three  ounces  - Cantharides,  one  ounce-  Capfmum 
three  drachms  — Caftor,  an  ounce  and  a half— Chair  smile 
flowers  or  hops,  two  pounds  — Cinnamon,  an  ounce  ■ 
pared  chalk,  or  oyfierfliclls,  fix  ounces  — Confcrve  of  rofes, 
half  a pound  — d Cordial  confcaion,  two  ounces  — e Cathai  tic 
CNtraftP  half  an  ounce  — Extraft  of  hemlock,  tlnee  ounces 
Ex  rift  of  logwood,  one  ounce  - Gentian,  hve  ounces  - Gin- 
fer  three  ounces-Gum  arable,  four  ounces-Gum  guaiacum, 
i'hree  o mccs  — Powder  of  jalap,  one  ounce  and  a half  — /La“* 

pouncl — Myrrh,  tour  ounces  -g  Crude  mercury,  .wo  ounces- 

Names  in  the  lafl  Edition  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia. 
a Antitnonium  tartarifatum.  -b  Either  Glauber*,  fait.,  natron 
vhriolatum,  o.  fal  catliarticus  amarus,  magnefia  vitnolata.  Glau- 
b"’,  fal,  anf.vers  bom  a hot  climate,  bemp  left  "'lu.fcent 
from  the  heat  and  moiflutc  of  the  climate— « Balfamum  ben.oes 
compofrtum.  — tf ConfcSio  aromatica.  e Extraflum  eolo.jn.l.t- 

,11,  compofrtum— /Tinaura  op...  —£  Hydratgjrus. 
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» Corrofive  fublimatc,  an  ounce  — Nitre,  eight  ounces  — Oil  of 
almond*,  one  pint  — b Caftor  oil,  half  a pint  — Linfeed  oil, 
three  pints — Eflential  oil  of  mint,  one  ounce  — c Jamaica 
pepper,  four  ounces — d Blifteringplatfer,  ten  pound- — QuaiTia, 
eight  ounces — Salt  of  hartfhorn,  two  ounces  — r Salt  of  Heel, 
half  an  ounce — :/'Salt  of  wormwood,  ten  ounces  — Caftile  fope, 
half  a pound  — Sarfaparilla,  three  pounds  — Serpentary,  four 
ounces  — Spermaceti,  four  ounces  — Rectified  1 pi ri t of  wine, 
one  pint  — g Weak  fpirit  of  vitriol,  half  a pint — h Volatile 
aromatic  fpirit,  half  a pint — / Spirit  of  Mindererus,  two  pints, 
or  the  volatile  fait  and  vinegar  may  be  kept  feparately,  and 
added  occafionally  — Spirit  of  turpentine,  four  ounces — Dried 
fcjuills,  half  an  ounce  — Flowers  of  fu’phur,  one  pound  — Gol- 
den fulphur  of  antimony,  half  an  ounce — Cream  of  tartar,  one 
pound  — Vinegar,  fix  pints — /’White  vitriol,  fix  drachms  — 
Wormwood,  one  pound  — k Flowers  of  zinc,  two  drachms. 

Necessaries  to  be  put  in  charge  of  the  Pu-rfer,  and  ferved  out 
to  the  Sick  in  place  of  the  common  fea  provifions.  See  page 
358. 

BARLEY,  three  hundred  pounds — Eggs,  greafed  and  put 
in  fait,  twenty  dozen — -Extract  of  fpruce,  twelve  pounds — Le- 
mon juice  clarified,  and  preferved  by  adding  to  it  a fmall  pro- 
portion of  ardent  fpirits,  five  gallons — Raifins,  fifty  pounds  — 
Rice,  two  hundred  pounds — Coarfe  fugar,  one  hundred  pounds 
— Sago,  twenty  pounds  — Salep,  ten  pounds  — Portable  fioup, 
fifty  pounds — Tamarinds,  ten  pounds — Beil  white  wine,  three 
hundred  gallons — Bell  red  wine,  one  hundred  gallons. 


Names  in  the  lajl  Edition  oj  the  London  Pharmacopoeia. 

a'Hydrargyrus  muriatus.  — b Oleum  ricini.  — c Pimento.— 
JEmplaftrum  cantharidis.  e Ferrum  vitrioiatum  — fKali  prse* 
paratum. — g Acidum  vicriolicum  dilutum.  — h Spiritu-  ammonias 
compofitus.  — / Aqua  anunoniae  acetata.  — j Zincum  vitrioiatum. 
— k Zincum  calcinatum. 
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FORMULA  QJJ  jEDAM 

MEDICAMENT  ORUM 

IN  MED1CINA  FACIENDA  APUD  NAUTAS 
ACCOMMODATIORES. 


IN  FEBRE  CONTINUA. 


PUI.VIS  EMETICUS  COMMUNIS. 

R.  PULVERIS  radicis  ipecacoanha  grana  decern,  anti- 
monii  tartarifati  grana  duo,  mifce. 


MISTURA  CATHARTICA  COMMUNIS. 

R.  Foliorum  fennae  uncias  lex,  aquae  terventis  libras  fex.  Ma* 
cera  donee  pene  refrixerit  &c  adjice  vel  natri  vitriolati  vel 
magnefia  vitriolatae  libram  unam  cum  femiffe.  Dein 
cola  & admifee  tin&ura  fenna  uncias  ofto.  Dofis  eft  ad 
uncias  tres. — Interdum  conducir  adjicere  fingulis  dofibus, 
vel  pulpa  tamarindorum  femunciam,  vel  manna  femun- 
ciam,  vel  antimonii  tartarifati  femigranum,  vel  pulvcris 
jalapii  grana  decern. 

ENEMA  COMMUNE. 

Aqua  marina  tepida  uncias  duodecim. 

TOTUS  COMMUNIS. 

Decorum  hordei.  — Conveniat  adjicere  fingulis  libns  pro  re 
nata,  vel  pulpa  tamarindorum  unciam  dimiuiam,  vel 
cryftallorum  tartari  drachmam  unam,  vel  nitri  fcrupulum 
unum,  vel  acidi  vitriolici  diluti  gutras  decern,  vel  lucci  li- 
monum  unciam  unam,  vel  gummi  arabici  I'crupulosduos, 
vel  vini  uncias  quatuor,  vel  fruilum  pauis  toiu. 


VINUM  EMETICUM. 

* R Antimonii  tartarifati  fcrupulos  duos,  aqua  ferventis  urt- 
^ ' cias  duas,  vini  albi  uncias  ofto.  Solve  antimonium  in 
aqua  & addc  vinum.  Affumatur  drachma  una  omm  qua- 
dime  horse,  donee  vel  vomitus  cieatur,  vel  alvus  movea- 
tur.  Deinde  affumatur  femi-drachma  lexta  quaque  hora. 


PILULA  FEERIFUGA.  . 

2.  Pulveris  antimonialis,  (Pharm.  Lond.)  vel  pulvens  febri-. 
V fugi  Dris.  James  drachmam  unam,  conferva  roia  quan- 


* Hac  formula  ex  Pharmacopoeia  Nofocomii  Sti.  Thoma  ex 
lerpta  eft. 
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turn  latis  fit.  Simul  contunde  & divide  in  pilulas  duode- 
cim.  Deglutiatur  una  quarta  vel  fextfi  quaque  horn. 

MISTUR  A SAI.INA  ET  ANTIEMETIC  A. 

R.  Kali  pra?parati  drachmam  unam,  fucci  limonum,  vel  aceti, 
vel  acidi  vitriolic!  quantum  fatis  fit  ad  faturandum  falem, 
aquie  purse  uncias  fex.  Bibatur  teriia  pars  ter  die. — Con- 
ducit  pro  re  nata  adjicere,  vel  pulveris  antimonialis  grana 
quinque,  vel  acidi  vitriolici  diluti  guttas  quinque,  vel 
crette  praeparata?  fcrupulum  ununi,  vel  aqua?  mentha? 
femunciam.  — Interdum  conducit  fumere  hanc  mifiuram 
fiatim  poftquam  Kali  & fuccus  limonum  mixta  fuerit, 
fcilicet  in  ipfi't  ebullitione.  Hoc  imprimis  utile  eft  quan- 
do  vomitus  vel  naufea  moleftus  fit,  & licet  adhibere  mag- 
nefiam  vice  Kali,  & acetum  vice  fucci  limonum. 

* PILULA  DIAPHORETICA. 

Iy . Opii  purificati  grana  duodecim,  antimonii  tartarifati  grana 
lex,  conferva?  roik  femi-drachmam,  farina?  glycirrhizae, 
vel  tritici  quantum  fatis  fit.  Contunde  fimul  & divide  in 
pilulas  viginti  quatuor.  Devoretur  una  hora  fomni. 
Interdum  profit  dare  unam  bis  die. 

f MISTURA  SEDATIVA. 

J^..  Miftura?  camphorata?  uncias  fex,  timftura?  opii  guttas  vi 
ginti.  Mifce.  Bibatur  tertia  pars  ter  die. — Aliquando 
conducit  admifeere  fingulis  dofibus  aqua?  ammonia?  ace- 
tatae  drachmas  ties,  vel  vini  emetici  guttas  triginta. 

I BOLUS  SEPATIVUS. 

1^.  Confeftionis  aromatica?  fcrupulum  unum,  opii  purificati 
grani  quartam  partem,  caftorci  Ruffici  grana  decern, 
tindhira?  opii  guttas  quatuor.  Mifce.  Ailumatur  fexta 
quaque  hoik. 

BOLUS  SERPENTARI*  COMPOSITUS. 

Pulveris  ferpentaria?  Virginiana?  grana  decern,  camphor® 
grarta  quatuor,  confe£tionis  aromatic®  quantum  fatis  fit. 


* Haec  formula  ex  Pharmacopoeia  Nofocomii  Sti.  Thomae  de- 
p rompta  eft. 

f Vide  pag.  408. 

+ Vide  pag.  409.  Hxc  formulae  ex  Pharmacopoeia  Nofocomii 
Sti.Thoma;  excerpta  eft,  fed  vice  confe&ionis  Damocratis  hodie  ob- 
foletx,  adhibentur  confcftio  aromatica  & opium  purificatum,  ra- 
tione  habita  ad  portionem  fingulorum  adeo  ut  parem  edant  cftc&um 
ac  in  vctcre  formula. 


N n 4 


Aflum- 
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Aflumatur  ter  die. — Interdum  eonducit  addere  pulveris 
cotiois  Peru-  ii  d'a^hmam  dimidiam,  vel  fupcrbibere 

decodti  corrida  Peru , iani  uncias  duas. 


ET.!  CTUARIUW  AD  COX VALESCENTES. 

1^.  Pulveris corticis  Peruvian!,  fiorum  chamaemeli,  fingulorum 
uncia’"  unam,  pulveris  zir.riberis  fcrnpulos  duos,  fyrupi 
quantum  Tati-  lit.  Dofis  ell  circiter  drachma  ter  die. — 
Interdum  adjiciantur  vel  rubiginis  ferri  drachma;  tres,  vel 
pulveris  ferpt  ntaria  Virginiar.se  drachmae  duae. 


IN  FEBRE  INTER  MITTENTF. 

Adhibeantur  in  initio  eadem  medicamehta  ac  in  initio  fe- 
bris  continu*.  Deinde 

Sumatur  corticis  Peruviani  drachma  una,  fecunda  vel  tertiA 
quaque  horn,  vel  etiam  ftngulis  horis,  abfente  paraxyfmo  lebrili. 
— Interdum  confert  dare  lingulas  dofes  cx  lpiritus  vini  tenuis 
(rum  didli)  unci:l  una. 

Si  cortex  fruftra  adhibeatur  faufle  adhiberi  poflint  medica- 
mcnta  infra  praefcripta. 

* I£.  Zinci  calcinati  femi-drachmam,  confervas  rofae  quantum 
fatis  fit.  Contunde  fimul  k divide  in  uilulas  quindecim. 
Sumatur  una  ter  die,  augendo  dofim  ii  premerit  morbus 
& fi  ferat  ventficulus. 

Vel, 

ly.  Zinci  vitriolati  grana  duodecim  aquae  purse  uncias  tres 
Sumatur  tertia  pars  ter  die  augendo  dofim  ft  opus  fuerit 
& ft  ferat  ventriculus. 


Vel, 

^ . Tinclurae  rhabarbari  uncias  duas,  tindlurae  fennae  drach* 
mas  lex.  Mifce.  Sumatur  paucas  horas  ante  paroxyf- 
mum. 


Vel, 

t Cortice  Peruviano  fruftra  dato,  aliquando  confcrat  dare  aegro 
quotidic,  vel  calomelanos,  vel  pilularum  ex  hydrargyro 
quantum  &c  quamdiu  fufficiat  ad  levem  ciendum  ptyajif- 
mum,  fc  deinde  inftitucre  curam  de  integro  cum  cortice 
Peruviano. 


Vel, 

§ Sumantur  tinclurae  opii  guttae  viginti  quinque,  incipiente  arllu. 
febrili,  ex  poculo  potus  communis. 


* Vide  pag.  4:6. 

f Ex  automate  Cl.  Huck  Saunders, 
j F.x  aufloritate  Cl.  Huck  Saunders. 
5 Ex  auftoritatc  Cl.  Lind. 


IN 
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IN  DIARRHOEA  SIMPLICI. 

BOLUS  AD  DIARRHOEAM. 

R.  Cretae  prneparatae  fcrupulum  unum,  pulveris  rhabarbari 
grana  quindecim,  pulveris  corticis  cinnamomi  grana  fex, 
opii  purificati  granum  dimidium,  tindlurae  opii  guttas 
quinque,  fyrupi  quantum  fatis  fit.  Semel  fumatur. 

R.  Mifhirse  cretaceae  (Phann.  Lond.)  cum  duplici  gummi 
arabico  libram  unam,  tin&urae  opii  guttas  decern.  Ab- 
fumatur  totum  partitis  vicibus  nychthemero,  incipiendo 
duodecim  horas  poll:  datum  medicamentum  noviifime  prae- 
fcriptum. — Interdum  adjiciatur  tindlura:  cinamomi  uncia 
dimidia. 

IN  CHOLERA  MORBO. 

R.  Decofli  hordei  vel  avcnse  libras  tres,  pulveris  gummi  ara- 
bici  unciam  unam  cum  femifie,  tindturae  opii  guttas  tri- 
ginta.  Hauriatur  quam  primum  libra  una,  & deinde  libra 
dimidia  omni  hora  ul'que  ad  levamen  mali.— Si  parabilig 
fuerit  caro  vitulina,  vel  pullus,  jufculum  tenue  ex  altero 
utro  fadtum  vice  decodli  l'upra  didti  adhibeatur. 

IN  DYSENTERIA  ACUTA. 

Sumat  a;ger  quamprimum  emeticum  commune. 

R . Decodli  hordei  libras  duas,  falis  cathartici  unciam  unam  cum 
femifie,  antimonii  tartarifati  granaduo.  Mifce.  Hauriatur 
tepide  primo  libra  dimidia,  & deinde  unciae  quatuor  omni 
hora  donee  alvus  copiofe  & iteratim  dejecerit. 

R.  Pulveris  ipecacoanhae  grana  duodecim,  confervas  rofa:  quan- 
tum fatis  fit.  Confunde  fimul  & divide  in  piluias  duode- 
cim. Sumatur  una  ter  die.  Si  aeger  vchementer  febrici- 
taritfatius  erit  dare  ter  die  vini  emetici  draclimam  unam 
ex  cy  at  ho  amplo  aecodti  hordei  tepidi. 

# R.  Pulveris  ipccacoanha;  grana  duo,  pulveris  opii  purificati 
exfiecati  granum  unum,  nitri  grana  06I0.  Mifce.  Suma- 
tur horil  fomni. 

ENEMA  EMOL LIENS. 

R.  Amyli  unciam  dimidiam,  aquae  purae  uncias  dccem.  Coque 
ad  idoncam  fpiifitudinem. 

Vel, 

R.  Scminum  lini  drachmas  fex,  aquae  purae  uncias  duodecim. 
Coque  per  quadrantem  horae  & cola  liquorem  pro  ene-. 
mate. 


* Vide  pag.  479. 


R.  Enematis 


[ 554  ] 

ENEMA  ANODYNUM. 

Jl.  Enematis  emollientis  uncias  quatuor,  tincturx  opii  rut- 
tas  quadraginta.  Mifce. 

IN  DYSENTERIA  CHRONICA. 

BOtUS  CATHAR T1CUS. 

ft.  Pulveris  rhabarbari  grana  quindecim,  calomelanos  grans 
quinquc,  conferva  rofx  quantum  fatis  fit  ut  fiat  bolus. 
Mane  fumendus,  & repetendus  poft  paucos  dies  fi  opus 
fuerit. — Vice  hujus  interdum  conducat  dare  millurae  ca- 
thartics communis  uncias  duas. 

SOI.UTIO  CAMPECHENStS. 

Extradti  ligni  Campechenfis  drachmam  unam  cum  femifle, 
tin&urx  cinamomi  unciam  unam.  Tere  fimul  & ad- 
mifcc  aqua:  purx  uncias  quinque.  Sumatur  uncia  una 
ter  die, 

DECOCTUM  AMARUM. 

f£.  Corticis  fimaroubx  vel  quatfis  drachmam  unam,  aquas  purae 
libram  unam  cum  femifle.  Decoque  ad  libram  unam. 
Abfumatur  totum  quotidie  tribus  vicibus.  Adjici  poflint 
fingulis  dofibuspro  ratione  fymptomatum,  vel  cretx  prx- 
paratx  fcrupulus  unus,  vel  pulveris  ipecacoanhx  granuin 
unum,  vel  tindturx  cinamomi  drachms  dux,  vel  tiq&urx 
opii  guttx  quinque. 

* In  cafibus  rebellibus  confert  illinere  quotidie  hypo- 
gafirium  unguenti  ex  hydrargyro  drachma  dimidia. 

Sit  pro  potu  communi  in  hoc  morbo  aqua  pura,  frufio 
panis  recens  tofti  adjccto,  & pauxillo  fpiritus  vini  tenuis 
(rum  diifti)  admixto.  Sit  pro  vidlu  communi  falab,  vel 
farina  tritici  in  pulmentum  tenue  ex  aqua  pura  codta. 

IN  INTE5TINIS  INFLAMMATIS. 

f SOLUTIO  SALIS  CATHARTICt. 

JJ,.  Dccodli  hordei  libram  unam,  magnefix  vitriolatx  uncias 
duas.  Mifce  ut  fiat  folutio.  Bibatur,  poll  fanguinis 
miflionem,  uncia  una  omni  femihora  dondc  alvus  bis  deje- 
cerit. 

Adhibeantur  hypogaftrio  cucurbitulx  cruentx,  vel  hi- 
rudines  plures.  Applicetur  ibidem  epifpafiicum  fatis  am- 
plum.  Injiciatur  enema  cum  oleo  & pauxillo  lale  ca- 
thartico. 


* Vide  pag.  489. 

f Ex  audloritate  Cl.  Ilebcrden  apud  Cl.  Pringle  in  opere  fua 
de  morbis  caftrcnlibus. 

IN 
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IN  ILEO,  vel  COLICA  PICTONUM,  vel  morbo  in  re- 

gionibus  jeftuofis  DRY  BELLY"  YlCHE  ditto,  — 

* PILULjE  CATHAR  TICO-ANODYN.E. 

I£.  Extradti  colocynthidis  compoliti  drachmam  dimidiam, 
opii  granum  unum  & dimidium,  olei  mentl  ac  ;uttam  unam. 
Contunde  in  maflam  & divide  in  pilulas  d -cem.  Sint 
pro  una  dofi.  Paucas  port  horas,  li  alvus  non  rite  refponde- 
rit,  exhibeantur  mifturse  cathartics:  uncis  duae,  vel 
•{•olei  ricini  uncia  una,  &c  repetantur  ut  opus  tuerit. — In- 
terdum  in  hoc  malo  divexat  vomitus  cui  auxilio  eft,  mif* 
tura  antiemetica.  Vide  page  551. 

Perfricetur  hypogaftrium  oleo  tepido. 

Ineat  aeger  in  balneum  tepefattum  ad  93°  therm. 
Fahren.  per  horam  unam  vel  eriain  diutius. 

Denique  fuffletur  in  anum  t'umus  nicotians. 

Vel, 

J^.  Nicotians  drachmas  duas  aquae  purae  ferventis  librat* 
unam. — Fiat  infufum  &c  cola  pro  enemate. 

IN  H£MORRHOIDE, 

BOLUS  HJEMORRHOIDALIS. 

Florum  fulphuris  drachmam  dimidiam,  confcrvjp  rofae,  vel 
pulps  tamarindorum  quantum  fatis  fit,  Aliumatur  bij 
die. 

Si  fanguinis  cx  ano  profluentis  magna  fuerit  vis,  & pr»- 
cipup  fi  ex  alto  fonte  effluxerit,  valde  proderit  medicamen- 
tum  infra  prsfcriptum. 

+ I?;.  Olei  lini  reccns  cxprelfi  drachmas  fex,  tindhirs  rhabarbari 
drachmas  duas.  Mtfce.  Sumatur  bis  die. — Vice  olei 
lini  adhibere  licet  olei  amygdala  unciam  dimidiam,  cum 
mucilaginis  gummi  arabici  drachmis  duabus. 

IN  ALVO  ASTRICTA. 

PILU LvE  LAXANTES. 

Aloes  focotrins  drachmam  unam,  fyrupi  quantum  fatis  fit. 
Contunde  & divide  in  pilulas  viginti.  Sumantur  duae  pro 
re  nata. — Aliquando  conducit  adjicere  vel  pulveris  zinzi- 


* Hsc  formula  ex  Pharmacopoeia  Nofocomii  Sti.  Thoms,  ex - 
cerpta  eft. 

f Vice  olei  ricini  dare  licet  olei  amygdalae  unciam  unam  cum 
tintturs  fennx  unci&  dimidift.  Vide  Pharm.  Nofoc.  Sti  Thoms. 

X H sc  formula  ex  auftoritate  Cl.  Griffiths.  In  periculis  a me 
ipfo  fattis  felicilfimum  fucccffum  ex  hoc  medicamento  percepi. 

bcris 
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beris  vcl  pulveris  capfici  grana  quindecim,  vel  o!ci  men- 
thai  gutt  is  decern.  — Vice  aloes  licet  adhibere  extradum 
colocynthiJis  compofitum. 

H I.ECTO  ARIUM  ECCOPROTTCUM. 

R.  Pulveris  jalapii  unciam  dimidi.im,  pulpse  tamarindorum 
uncinm  unam,  pulveris  zinziberis  fbmi-drachmam,  ivrupi 
mela/Jes  cfidi  quantum  fatis  fit.  Sumatur  circiter  drach- 
ma pro  re  natrt.  — Intcrdum  profit  adjicerc  cryflallorum 
tartari  drachmas  din?. 

IN  CATARRH  O. 
linc  r us.  , 

J>  Conferva?  rofie  unciim  unam,  mucilaginis  gummi  arabici 
V'  unciam  dimidiam,  olei  amygdalae  drachmas  duas,  <uc- 
ci  limonis,  vel  acidi  vitriolici  quantum  fatis  fit  ad  gra- 
tum  faporem  conciliandum.  Miicc.  Sumatur  paux- 
jllum  faepius. — Interdum  adjiciatur  vel  falis  nitri  drachma 
una,  vel  tindune  opii  guttae  dec^m. 

Sit  pro  pctu  communi  decodum  hordci  in  quo  co- 
quatur  uvarum  paflarum  uncia  una,  & c fub  finem  coc- 
tura?  feminum  lini  drachmas  duas  pro-  fingulis  libris 

decodi.  ... 

Si  febricitfirit  teger,  fumantur  miltura  fauna  8c  puma 

febrifuga  ter  die. 

IN  PLEURITIDE  ET  PERIPNEUMONIA. 

R.  Decodi  hordci  libras  duas,  pulp*  tamarindorum  quantum 
fatis  fit  ad  gratum  faporem,  nitri  drachmam  unam.  Mi. ce. 
Hauriatur  affatim  pro  potu  communi.  N.  B.  Si  tama- 
rindi  moverinr  alvum  l'spius  quam  lemel  aut  bis  die  ad, 
hibeatur  vice  cjus  fyfupus  melajjes  didus.  A 

Sumatur  miflura  faiina  8c  piluia  tebnfuga  fexta  vel 
quarta  quaquc  bora. 

IN  HjEMOPTOE. 

Hauriat  seger  infufi  rofa:  uncias  tres  quater  die.  Interdum  ad- 
iiciatur  velt'indur  aeopii  guttae  quatuor,  vcl  nitri  grana  decern. 

J HAUSTUS  OI.EOSUS. 

* R Olei  amvgdalini,  aquae  mcntha?  fimplicis  fingulorum  un- 
ciam  unam,  maim*  drachmas  tres.  Mi  fee.  bumatur 
ter  die.  Saepe  conducit  adjicere  fingulis  dofibus  tindui* 
opii  guttas  quatuor  vel  quinquc. 

* Hoc  medicamcntum  fpeciatim  his  haemorrhagus  accommoda- 
tum  qu*  ex  aliquo  vifcerc  la?fo  vi  externa  cxonantur  quale.  m 
nave  fepius  quam  alicubi  accidere  folent,  ex  p-aecp.tus  & ex  cor- 
pore  collifo  a molimine  machinarum  & mrmentorum.  Prod 
quoquc  in  his  cafibus  pulvis  ipecacoanha?  compofitus.  ^ N 
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IN  TUSS1  ASTHMATIC  A. 

pilui-jE  pectorai.es. 

*1^..  Gummi  ammcniaci  drachmas  tres,  faponis  Hifpanienfis 
drachmas  duas,  pulveris  radicis  fcillx  grana  fex  opii  puri- 
ficati  grana  tria,  fyrupi  melajjcs  diet i quantum  iatis  fit. 
Contuiidc  fimul  & divide  in  pilulas  quadraginta  octo. 
Sumantur  quatuor  bis  die.  • 

IN  ASTHMATE  A D I AT  II  ESI  HYDROPICA 

PROVE  ^IENTE. 

PILULAS  SCILLITIC.E. 

Radicis  fcills  ari  'ae  grana  duodecim, con fervx  rofx  quantum 
fatis  lit.  Cohtunde  fimul  & divide  in  pilulas  duodecim. 
Sumatur  una  veLdux  bis  vel  ter  die. 

Vel, 

f HAUSTUS  DIURETICUS. 

Iy . Aquae  pur*  unciam  unam  & dimidiam,  pulveris  fcillx  arid* 
grana  duo,  tindhirx  lavendulx  compofitx  guttas  triginta, 
kaliprxparati  grana  decem.  Ivlifce.  Sumatur  bis  vel  ter 
die. — Interdum  adjicere  liceat  hauflui  yefpertino  tindlurx 
opii  guttas  viginti. 

Vel, 

BOLUS  C/ERUI.EUS  CUM  SCII.LA. 

X R-  Pdularum  ex  hydrargyro  grana  quinque  vel  ufque  ad  de- 
cern, pulveris  radicis  fcillx  grana  duo.  Mifce.  Sumatur 
horft  decubitus,  per  tres  vel  quatuor  nodies  confequentes. 

IN  RHEUMATISMO  ACUTO. 

MISTURA  DIAPHORETIC  A. 

R.  Aqu*  pur*  uncias  tres,  aqua:  ammouix  acetatx  unciam 
unam  & dimidiam,  pulveris  antimonialis  guana  quinde- 
cim.'  Sumatur  term  pars  ter  die. — Interdum  adjiciantur 
nitri  grana  quinque  lingulis  dofibus. 

Bibatur  affatim  decodtum  hordei  tepidum,  cum  nitri 
ferupulis  duobusin  lingulis  libris. 

* Hxc  fprmula  ex  Pharmacopoeia  Nofocomii  Sti.  Thom*  de- 
prompta.cft. 

+ H*c  eft  quam  proxime  formula  a Cl.  Mead  legata  Nofoco- 
mio  Sti.  Thom*  ubi  olim  muntre  medici  fundlus  eft,  & ibi  cx  eo 
tempore  ufque  hodie  feliciter  in  hydrope  adhibita  eft. 

‘ \ Cl°.  Huck  Saunders  qui  dyfpnoeS  hydropic^  laboravit  ipfe, 
anxilio  notabili  crat  hoc  medicamintum . I n talibus  malis  inter- 
dum fummopcrc  prodeft  decodlum  digitalis  purpurex,  ut  mcdicus 
(upra  memoratus  in  fuocafu  compertus  eft.' — Vid.  Medical  Tranf- 
adUons,  Vol.  III. 


HAUSTUS 
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HAUSTUS  SUDORIFICUS. 

R,  Mifturae  camphoratse  unciam  unam  &c  dimidiam,  aqua;  am- 
moniac acctata:  unciam  dimidiam,  vjni  emetici  gutta* 
quadraginta,  tindtune  opii  guttas  viginti.  Mifce.  Suina- 
tur  hor&  fomni,  vel  etiam  faepius  fed  cum  dimedia  tinc- 
tura. 

IN  RHEUMATISMO  CHRONIC  O. 

R.  Tindturae  guaiaci  volatilis  drachmas  duas.  Sumatur  ex 
cyatho  potus  communis  ter  die.  Vel  fumatur  gummi 
guaici  femidrachma  fuper  bibendo  hauftum  ex  falb  cornu 
cervi  fcrupula  aquae  unciis  tribus. 

R.  Pulveris  ipecacoanhae  compofiti  (Pharm.  Lond.)  fcrupulum 
unum.  Sumatur  hora  fomni  alternis  nodibus. 

In  cafibus  rebellibus  pro  remedio  cfticSci  compertum 
eft  dare  quotidie  calomclanos  granum  unum  vel  grana 
duo. 

IN  HYDROPE. 

PULVIS  HYURAGOGUS. 

R . Cry ftallorum  tartari  unciam  dimidiam,  pulveris  jalapii  grana 
quindecim,  pulveris  zinziberis  grana  quinque.  Mifce 
fiat  pulvis,  fumatur  alternis  diebus. 

MXSTURA  DIURETTCA. 

R.  Infufi  gentianae  uncias  decern,  fpiritus  vini  tenuis  uncias 
duas,  kali  prxparati  drachmam  unam.  Mifce.  Hauri* 
ant  ur  uneix  tres  bis  die..  * Vice  infufi  gentianae  licet  ad- 
hibere  infufum  abfynthii. 

TiNCTtJR a scilljC.  Pharm.  Lond. 

Sumatur  drachma  una  bis  die  ex  hauftu  potus  communis. 

R,  Ekterii grana  duodecim,  fyrupi  quantum  fatis  fit.  Divida- 
tur  in  pilulas  fex.  Sumatur  una  bis  die. 

+ jEgro  licet,  into  prodeft  hoc  morbo  laboranti  bibere 
ad  libitum  ex  liquorc  aliquo  fiti  extinguendx  accommo- 
dato,  veluti  aqua  hordei  cum  cryftallis  tartari. 

IN  ERYSIPELATE. 

+ R.  Pulveris  corticis  Peruviani  drachmam  unam.  Sumatur 
+ omni  hora  vel  interpofitis  duabus  vel  tribus  horis. 

* Vide  Cl.  Pringle  in  opere  fuo  dc  morbis  caftrenfibus. 

f Hujus  doftrinx  au&or  eft  Hippocrates,  qux  reftaurata  eft 
auftaque  a -1.  Milman  in  opufculo  fuo  de  hydrope. 

+ Hxc  methodus  medendi  quae  xque  efficax  ac  fimplex  eft, 
urimo  excogitata  fuit  a Cl.  Georgio  Fordyce  medico  nofocomu  Stu 
Thom*,  ubi  & ipfe  felicilfimo  cum  fuccclTu  eandem  expertus  fum, 
in  muneribus  mcis  ibi  fungendis. 
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IN  MORBO  VENEREO. 

I.  IK  GONORRHOEA. 

Hauriatur  ad  libitum  infufum  lini,  vel  decoftum  hordei  cum 
ffummi  arabici  drachmis  fex  in  lingulis  libris. 

Sumantur  calomelanos  grana  duo  quotidie  per  viginti  circiter 
dies. 

# fy.  Aquae  purse  diftillatae  uncias  o&o,  hydrargyri  muriati 
granum  unum.  Mifce.  Injiciatur  pauxillum  in  ure- 
thram  bis  vcl  ter  die. 

IN  GONORRHOEA  BENIGNA. 

R-.  Balfami  capaivae  drachmam  unam,  tin&urx  lavendulae  com- 
politae  guttas  triginti.  Mifce.  Sumatur  bis  die. 

2.  IN  ULCUSCULTS. 

In  initio  feliciter  adhibetur  caufticum. 

J^.  Calomelanos  drachmam  dimidiam,  confervae  rofae  quantum 
fatis  fit.  Contunde  in  madam  & divide  in  pilulas  triginta. 
Sumatur  una  quotidie,  vel  interdum  dimidia  ter  die,  ut 
cieatur  ptyalifmus  modicus.  Perfiet  aeger  in  ufu  medica- 
menti  hujus  per  dies  a£to  poftquam  fanata  fuerint  ulcu- 
fcula. 

Pro  medicamento  topico,  utile  erit  infpcrgcrc  ulcufculum 
cum  pulvere  hydrargyri  nitrati. 

3.  IN  BUBONE. 

Ulinatur  artus  lateris  aft'e&i  infra  inguen  cum  unguenti  ex 
hydrargyro  drachm:!  dimidia  quotidie. 

Si  abierit  bubo  in  ulcus  mali  moris  omittatur  pro  tempore 
ufus  hydrargyri  Sc  fumatur  quotidie  f opii  purificati  granum 
unum  primo  lemcl,  dein  bis,  denique  ter  die  vcl  etiam  fsepius. 
Sc  pulveris  corticis  Peruviani  drachma  una  ter  quaterve  die. — 
Interdum  conducit  fumere  pulveris  farfxparilla:  drachmas  duas 
ter  die,  vel  extrafti  cicutae  grana  tria  ter  die,  augendo  paullatim 
ufque  ad  grana  decern. 

4.  in  vera  lue,  angina  fcilicet  ofteocopiis,  exoftofibus  Sc 
defxdatione  cutis. 

Illinantur  membra  quotidie  cum  unguenti  ex  hydrargyro 

* Vide  opus  Cl.  Johannis  Hunter  dc  morbo  vencreo: 
f Vires  opii  in  ifto  morbo  primo  innotuerunt  ex  experientii 
Cl.  Nooth,  dum  prxfuit  nofocomiis  militaribus  in  America,  &: 
pro  optimo  remedio  a peritiflimis  medicis  &c  chirurgis  jam  habetur. 

drachma* 
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drachmis  duabus  quotidie  ufque  dum  cieatur  ptyalifmus  per  dies 
triginta  ad  minimum  vel  donee  evanuerint  fymptomata. — In- 
terdum  vice  litus  adhibere  conveniat  vel  calomelanos  granum 
unum  ter  die,  vel  pilularum  ex  hydrargyro  grana  quinque 
bis  die,  vel 

Hydrargyri  muriati  granaodto,  fpiritus  vinofi  tenuis  libram 
uham.  Fiat  folutio,  & fumatur  uncia  dimidia  bis  die. 
In  ulceribus  toniillarum  pernotabili  eft  auxilio  fuffitum 
ex  cinnabare  in  fauces  inhalare  femel  vel  bis  quotidie. 

Si  ulcera  mail  rnoris  exorta  fuerint  in  quavis  corporis 
parte,  eadem,  ut  jam  dc  bubone  didtum  eft,  fiant. 

IN  SCORBUTO  MARINO. 

Sumat  aeger  quotidie  fucci  liinonum  unciam  unam  ter  qua- 
terve  die. 

R.  Aquae  purs:  paullulum  tepefadiae  congios  triginta,  fyrupi 
mclajfes  didti  libras  fedecim  pondere,  extract!  pini  uncias 
odto  pondere,  fpumae  vel  frecis  ccrevifiae  libras  duas  men- 
fura.  Mifce  agita  valide  cum  baculo,  dein  finatur 
abirc  in  fermentatiouem,  ut  fiat  cerevifia,  deinde  fervetur 
in  vafe  claufo.  Ut  diutius  fervari  poteft,  prodent, admi- 
fcerc  fpiritus  virfi  tenuis  Gallici,  vel  qui  rum  dicitur,  li- 
bras duas  aut  tres.  Si  infirma  fuerint  vifeera  adjieere 
juvabit  vel  lupuli  vel  luminitatum  ablinthii  vel  qualFae, 
vel  7.in7.ibcris  quantum  fatis  fit.  Hauriat  aeger  libras 
duas  quotidie. 

R.  Farina:  avenaces  libras  tres,  aqu*  purs  congios  quatuor. 
Mifce.  Macera  donee  liquor  fiat  acidulus,  dein  elfunde 
dimidium  & adjiciatur  par  copia  aqua;  pur*,  & coque  ad 
idoneam  fpiftitudinem,  ut  cogatur  in  pulmentum.  Sit 
pro  vidtu  afliduo  cum  vini  & facchari  non  purificati,  vel 
fyrupi  melafles  didti  quantum  fufficiat  ad  gratum  faporem 
conciliandum. 

Ad  alvum  folvendam  commode  adhiberi  poteft  eledtua- 
rium  eccoproticum  cum  cryftallis  tartari,  Vid.  p.  556. 


* Non  hie  intelligitur  ptyalifmum  vernm  efie  caufam  qui  effici- 
tur  medela  morbi,  fed  praecipitur  ut  pro  argumento  fit  hvdrargy- 
rum  in  vafa  minima  permeailc  adeo  ut  effedtum  edat  in  fubigendo 
morbo.  Vide  Opus  Hunteri. 
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THE  END. 
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